
The Hanukah Home Service 
First Candle—Thursday, December 10, 2020 

The ShamashShamashShamashShamash, or servant candle, is not counted as one of 

the symbolic tapers. It is used only in lighting the other 

candles and has a special holder in the Hanukah meno-

rah. The individual candles are put in place starting at 

the right hand side of the Hanukah menorah as one faces 

it. The shamashshamashshamashshamash is lit first. After the brachot (blessings), 

the candles are lit from left to right, i.e. the last one 

placed is the first to be lit—one on the first evening, two 

on the second, until the eighth night of Hanukah, when 

all eight candles are lit. 

 

The Hanukah lights must burn for at least one half hour 

each night. It is customary to not do any work during 

the time the candles are burning. Rather, we focus our 

attention on the candles and the message they communi-

cate. As the candles are lit, the following blessings are 

sung or recited: 

 

 

 

 

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, asher 
kidshanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu l’hadlik ner shel Hanuka. 
 

Praised be our Eternal God, Ruler of the universe: You 

hallow us with Mitzvot, and command us to kindle the 

Hanukah lights. 

 

 

 

 

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, she’asah 
nisim la-avoteinu ba-yamim ha-hem ba’zman ha-zeh. 
 

Praised be our Eternal God, Ruler of the Universe, 

who performed miracles for our ancestors in 

long-ago days at this season. 

 

ON THE FIRST NIGHT OFON THE FIRST NIGHT OFON THE FIRST NIGHT OFON THE FIRST NIGHT OF    

HANUKAH, ADD:HANUKAH, ADD:HANUKAH, ADD:HANUKAH, ADD:    

 
Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, she-
hecheyanu v’liyemanu, v’hi-gi-anu lazman ha-zeh. 
 

Praised be our Eternal God, Ruler of the Universe, who 

has kept us alive and strong and has brought us to this 

season. 

 

 

When does Hanukah start this year? Hanukah begins 
on the eve of the 25

th
 day of Kislev (this year - Thurs-

day, December 10, at sundown) and lasts for eight 
days. The last night to light candles (all eight) is Thurs-
day, December 17. 
 

Where do we place the Hanukiah (Hanukah Meno-
rah)? Put it prominently in a window facing the street so 
that your neighbors will know that you are celebrating 
the “miracle of oil.” Ideally we should light the Hanukiah 
shortly after dark, when there are people passing in the 
street who will see it. 
 

Why do we add a candle each day, if, in reality, the 
oil in the Temple diminished each day? Because we 
follow the dictum “Ma’alin Bekodesh Ve’en Moridin.” We 
ascend in sanctity, rather than descend. With each ad-
ditional candle we add to the sanctity of the festival by 
stressing the miracle of the oil increased each day. 
 

Why do we light the candles from left to right? 
Because the candle on the left represents the newest 

candle, the candle added for the day. 
It at once fulfills the mitzvah for that 
day and pays special honor and atten-
tion to each additional day of the mira-
cle. We then proceed from left to right. 
 

How is Hanukah celebrated? Hanukah is celebrated 
by kindling lights in a Hanukiah, a candelabra with eight 
branches. If oil is used for the lights, olive oil is pre-
ferred. If candles are used, wax candles are preferred. 
 

May children light their own Hanukiah? Yes. In fact, 
if children have made a Hanukiah, encourage them to 
use it. However, the adult(s) in the family may not trans-
fer their obligation to light a Hanukiah for themselves. 
Some authorities would say the obligation for children 
begins with their becoming a Bar or Bat Mitzvah. 
 

What is a Miracle? A miracle is a wonderful thing which 
doesn’t seem possible. It is something we don’t expect. 
Hanukah is a celebration of miracles. Wonderful things 
happened which the Jewish people didn’t expect. First, 
even though the Maccabees were a very small army 
with few weapons and no uniforms, they were able to 
win over the very large, well-trained Syrian army. This 
was a miracle. Second, there is the legend of the lights - 
a small container of oil, enough for only one day, 
burned for eight days. This, too, was a miracle. 


