
Pesach Prep 

The Words They Are A-changin'... 
The Pesach/Passover Haggadah is a dynamic

text. Based mostly on passages from the

Mishnah, which was compiled during the

Rabbinic era (circa 63 CE to 200 CE), the

classical Haggadah has changed over time to

reflect modern sensibilities and concerns. In

addition to the traditional retelling of the story of

the Israelites’ exodus from slavery in Egypt,

some contemporary Haggadot draw attention to the themes of oppression and social

justice: the plight of Soviet and Ethiopian Jews, as well as Jews during the Holocaust;

gender and sexual orientation discrimination; prejudice against ethnic minorities, migrants,

and refugees; abuse of the environment, etc. Additional updates to the traditional

Pesach/Passover seder include the use of a Miriam’s cup and virtual Haggadot.
In my opinion: Is it more important for Jewish ritual practice to adapt to changing times
or to remain fixed from one generation to the next? 

The Rule of Three
The three symbols of Pesach/Passover are Pesach (the paschal sacrifice),
Matzah (unleavened bread), and Maror (bitter herbs). Each symbol
traditionally is introduced at the Pesach/Passover seder with the question:
“Why?” Indeed, the entire Pesach/Passover seder  is structured around the
question: “Why?” Why is this night different from all other nights? Why do
we drink four cups of wine? Why do we retell the story of the Israelites’
exodus from Egypt year after year? Why do we eat these unusual foods? Why
do we hide half a piece of matzah? “Why” questions pique our curiosity and
invite us to engage in hands-on explorations and discovery of answers. 

In my opinion: How can I explain  these traditional practices in a more mordern
sensibility?
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dyn MOSES

Pesach Prep 

Where’s Moses? 

Searching for Moses’s name in a traditional

Pesach/Passover Haggadah is like looking for a

needle in a haystack. The only difference is that,

in theory, the needle will be found, while Moses’s

name will not. An explanation given for this omission is that the compilers of the

traditional Pesach/Passover Haggadah thought it important to teach that while Moses was

a competent, patient, and skillful leader, it was God who solely was responsible for the

Israelites’ exodus from Eygpt. Although the human role in redemption is minimized in the

traditional Pesach/Passover Haggadah, it is apparent from narratives in the

TaNaKh/Hebrew Bible that many individuals, including Moses, Miriam, and Aaron, were

instrumental in the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt. 

In my opinion: What liturgy and/or rituals will I include in or introduce to my

Pesach/Passover seder that emphasize the human role in redemption? 

From Generation to Generation

Each year at the Pesach/Passover seder we recite the words, “In every generation one is 

obligated to view himself/herself as though he/she personally came out of Egypt” 

(Mishnah Pesachim 10:5). While Pesach/Passover provides an opportunity to 

retell the story of the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt, it also enables 

us to commemorate our own personal or ancestral stories of 

deliverance. 

In my opinion: 

What aspects of my personal journey will impact the recitation of my story 

or my family’s story this Pesach and in the future?
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Additional thoughts, reflections, and innovations for my Pesach seder:

Pesach Prep 

Sweep! Sweep!

In the Torah, Pesach/Passover is referred to as Chag HaMatzot, the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

One way we prepare for Pesach/Passover is by searching for leavened products and removing

them from our homes. While this ritual often results in extensive spring cleaning, it is a symbolic

gesture that reminds us of the Israelites’ experience as they hastily prepared to depart from

Egypt. The Israelites’ exodus from Egypt involved both physical and psychological components.

Abstaining from eating leavened products during Pesach/Passover is one of the most commonly

observed customs among American Jews. 

In my opinion: How does observing Pesach/Passover impact my identity as a Jew, both as an

individual and as part of the Jewish community locally and world-wide? 

How does it influence my perspective on freedom for all who are oppressed?
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