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RABBI RICK RABBI RICK 
RHEINS RHEINS 

Every Shabbat and Festival we sing the Pilgrim's 
song, Psalm 126. It was written by our ancestors 
exiled in Babylon who longed to gather again 
with family and friends to celebrate our faith. For 
over 2,500 years this song has reminded us that 
even during times of separation we should never 
despair. Indeed, God will empower us to return 
and gather together. The sentiments of Psalm 
126 ring even more powerfully for us today as we 
long for the time after the COVID-19 pandemic to 
return to our synagogue and to our community in 
order to embrace loved ones and renew our lives. 

After a year and a half of dealing with the 
pandemic, we are starting to see more and more 
of our lives open up. Still, predicting what the 
CDC and Colorado government recommendations 
will be in September is beyond us. The Board of 
Trustees recently approved full capacity in the 
Zwerin Sanctuary and Abrahams Family Chapel.

 A recent survey indicated that most of our 
members are interested in participating in a 
combination of in-person and on-line High Holy 
Days services. A Temple Sinai Covid-19 Task 
Force will continue to monitor the ever changing 
situation and, of course, all of our in-person 
offerings will following the CDC guidelines. 

Rabbi Callman and I are in the planning stages, 
In consultation with Linda Leonard, our Choir 
Director, we hope to have our Adult Choir for at 
least some of the HHD services. In addition, we 
will offer our Experiential HHD services. Both will 
be held in the Zwerin Sanctuary in order to 
accommodate the maximum of in-person 
attendees. We are also enhancing our video 
technology in order to make the on-line experience 
better than ever. 

Yes, like our ancestors, we have remained strong, 
vigilant, and hopeful through this long period of 
separation. Yes, we look forward to the time of 
renewal and celebration. And YES, with God's 
inspiration, we will come together and rebuild our 
lives together!

HOLY DAYS BE LIKE THIS YEAR?
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 שיר המעלות בשוב יי את שיבת ציון היינו כחלמים:
 אז ימלא שחוק פינו ולשוננו רנה אז יאמרו בגוים
 הגדיל יי לעשות עם אלה: הגדיל יי לעשות עמנו

 היינו שמחים: שובה יי את שביתנו כאפיקים בנגב:
 הזרעים בדמעה ברנה יקצרו: הלוך ילך  ובכה נשא

משך הזרע בא יבא ברנה נשא אלמתיו
A Psalm sung when the pilgrim went up to 
Jerusalem. When the Eternal restored our 
exiles to Zion, it was like a dream. Then we 
laughed and sang joyous songs. Once it was 
said among the nations: "God has done great 
things for them." Indeed, God does great things 
for us and we have rejoiced. Restore us, O 
God, like the streams in the Negev desert. 
Those who sow in tears shall reap in joyous 
song. One who goes along weeping, carrying 
the seed-bag, will come back with songs of 
joy, carrying sheaves of grain. (Psalm 126)

WHAT WILL THE HIGH 

Adding to the agony and frustration of dealing 
with illness or struggling with a difficult time is 
the nagging thought that you are forgotten and 
that no one cares. Temple Sinai most certainly 
cares about every one of our members. Rabbi 
Rick Rheins and Rabbi Jordy Callman will be 
quick to make a call. Depending on COVID 
restrictions, we will also do our best to visit 
Temple Sinai members. In addition, we have a 
group of volunteers on our Caring Committee 
who will do their best to respond with cards, 
calls and offers of assistance.
 
So please call or write to our Rabbis and let them 
know that you'd like their help and attention. 
Confidential messages can be made directly to 
our Rabbis at: 
rabrheins@sinaidenver.org 
rabbicallman@sinaidenver.org

SICK? STRUGGLING? WANT A CALL OR A MEETING?  
INFORM THE RABBIS!



Recently, I came across a story I shared with you last 
year, standing alone in the Abrahams Family Chapel 
as we connected through cameras and screens. It is 
a story that comes from Rabbi Matt Tittle z"l, a story 
about a squirrel but not a children's story. As we look 
towards the High Holy Days and begin the spiritual and 
personal preparation they encourage (or perhaps even 
demand), I think it's a story worth revisiting. 

This is the story of Stanley, the very fine squirrel. Stanley 
is quite content with being a squirrel. He gathers 
acorns, runs up and down trees, and plays with his 
squirrel friends. He also teases the cats and plays a 
game on the street called "squeal." When Stanley runs 
in front of cars, the drivers hit their brakes, making the 
tires squeal. Sometimes they honk their horns. Once in 
a while, even the driver squeals. I'm sure you've seen 
squirrels playing this game. They all do it.

One day, Stanley was scurrying up a tree and 
encountered an owl house. He decided to take a peek 
inside to look for acorns. Just as he stuck his nose into 
the house, an owl stuck her beak out. "Oh, I'm sorry," 
said Stanley. "I thought nobody was home." Everyone 
knows that owls are very wise and ask lots of questions. 
This owl was no exception.  

The owl asked, calmly, "Whoooo are youuuu?" 

"I am Stanley."

The owl looked at Stanley in a big-eyed, owl-like way. 
The squirrel looked too big to eat, but too small to be 
afraid of.  

"What are you?" asked the owl.

"I am a squirrel," said Stanley with great pride.

"When are you?" asked the owl. 

This seemed like a strange question, even to Stanley. 
He waited for the owl to finish her question, but then 
realized that she was finished. "When am I?" Thinking 
he was being very clever, Stanley finally said confidently, 
"I am right now!"

"Where are you?" continued the owl.

"I am right here," Stanley said, waving his front paws, 
chuckling to himself and thinking that this owl wasn't 
the brightest bird on the block.

"How are you?"

This was easy enough for Stanley. "I am very fine, 
thanks. And you?"

The owl didn't answer, but did have one last question 
for Stanley. "Why are you?"

Stanley was stumped. "I don't know what you mean. 
Why am I what?"

"Why are you?" asked the owl again.

"Why am I a squirrel? Why am I named Stanley? Why 
am I looking for acorns in your house?"

"Why are you?" is all the owl would say.

"I don't know," said Stanley, getting a little frustrated 
with the owl's silly game. "Why are YOU?"

"That is a very good question," said the owl. Stanley 
thought to himself, "Well, at least now we're getting 
somewhere!"

The owl continued, "I am...to teach. That's why I am." 

"Hmm, I never thought of it that way," said Stanley. 

"Then, I guess I am...to tease cats, and collect acorns, 
and run in front of cars. That's why I am!" Stanley was 
very pleased with himself because he had figured out 
the owl's game.

The owl was quiet for a very long time, as owls tend 
to be. Finally, she said, "So you, Stanley, the very fine 
squirrel, are to tease others, collect things, and play, 
here and now? Is that it?"

RABBI JORDY CALLMANRABBI JORDY CALLMAN
SO, WHY ARE YOU?
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"I guess so," said Stanley. "That's what I do."

"But why?"

"Oh no you don't!" said Stanley. "Why do you teach?" 
he asked with a very squirrelly attitude.

"I teach because others learn," said the owl calmly. 
"Why do you tease, and collect, and play?"

Now Stanley was quiet. His eyes looked as big as 
the owl's as they stared at the moon together. It was 
getting dark. Stanley had never given any thought to 
why he did these things. He just did them. He was a 
squirrel and that's what squirrels did. "But why?" he 
now thought to himself.

After a really long time, Stanley said very seriously, "I 
tease the cats so they will go away and not eat me 
and my family. PLUS, it keeps them from climbing the 
trees, so they won't eat you. Cats aren't smart like 
squirrels and owls. They can climb up trees, but they 
can't get back down by themselves. They need help."

The owl nodded her head in approval.

After a while longer, Stanley said, "I collect acorns so 
that my family will have something to eat during the 
winter. Trees don't make new acorns in the winter. 
Plus, sometimes new trees grow where we hide the 
acorns. I help the forest to grow. Trees aren't smart like 
squirrels and owls. They can't just go around planting 
themselves wherever they want. They need help."

The owl again nodded her head in approval.

After a few more minutes of staring at the moon 
together, Stanley said,  "I run in front of cars because 
they go too fast, which is dangerous for the human 
children, and the baby squirrels, and the turtles, and 
the ducks.  Plus, I help the chickens, who need to 
cross the road because that's what chickens do. I 
keep everyone safe by slowing the cars down because 
humans aren't smart like squirrels and owls. They are 
always going too fast, and can't slow down all by 
themselves. They need help."

The owl nodded her head in approval one last time 
and said, "Stanley, the very fine squirrel, who is here 
and now, you have learned well." With that she flew 
off into the night. 

Stanley sat for a little longer. He wondered what it 
would be like to be a teacher. He climbed into the owl 
house, forgetting all about the acorns he came for. He 
stuck his nose out like a beak and stared at the moon.

As he sat, Stanley noticed a cat getting ready to climb 
a tree. Then he saw a car's headlights coming down 
the road, and he knew that he had work to do. Stanley, 
the very fine squirrel, knew who he was, what he was, 
when he was, where he was, how he was - which was 
very fine! - and why he was...

"So, why are you?" said Stanley, before he scurried off.

Why are you? Why do you exist? What is your purpose? 
May these big questions guide us through the High 
Holy Days and help us find meaning. 

cl
er

gy
 5

The Rocky Mountain Rabbinic Council offers a nationally renowned 28-week Introduction to Judaism (ITJ) 
course. Temple Sinai is the host of these classes (which are held on Wednesdays & Thursdays evenings. 
The classes are currently held Virtually. 

The ITJ program is taught by Rabbis from the Reform, Conservative, Reconstructionist, and Modern 
Orthodox movements. Many of you know that ITJ is a cornerstone of the Denver Jewish community's 
conversion program. In fact, ours is one of the few in the country in which Rabbis from all the respective 
movements participate. But ITJ is not just for those interested in converting to Judaism. A great number of 
the ITJ students are Jews who simply want to take advantage of the fabulous classes in order to discover 
or rediscover the richness of Jewish thought, practice and history.   

There is a modest fee for the course, but some scholarships are available. If you are interested in taking 
the class, please call either Rabbi Rheins or Rabbi Callman at Temple Sinai. You can also contact Betsy 
Epel, the director of the ITJ program, at 303-324-9830.

INTERESTED IN BECOMING JEWISH OR LEARNING MORE ABOUT JUDAISM?
SIGN UP FOR THE NEXT INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM COURSE!
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HHD SCHEDULE 2021
Updated 6/12/21

Check www.sinaidenver.org/high-holy-days for the most up-to-date informationCheck www.sinaidenver.org/high-holy-days for the most up-to-date information

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28
7:00 PM - Program

8:00 PM - Service in the Abrahams Family Chapel

Selichot

7:30 PM - Service in the Zwerin Sanctuary

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
Erev Rosh HaShanah 

8:00 AM - Tot Shabbat (0-5 Years) in the Parking Lot
8:30 AM - Main Service in the Zwerin Sanctuary
8:30 AM - K-5 Youth Programing in the Parking Lot 
11:30 AM - Experiential Service in the Zwerin Sanctuary
4:30 PM - Family Tashlich Service at Westlands Park

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
Rosh HaShanah 1st day

10:00 AM - Main Service in the Zwerin
      Sanctuary  

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
Rosh HaShanah 2nd day

10:00 AM - Fairmont 
10:00 AM - Rose Hill
11:00 AM - Mt. Nebo

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
Cemetery Memorial Services

7:30 PM -  Traditional Service in the Zwerin
      Sanctuary  

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
Erev Yom Kippur (Kol Nidrei)

8:00 AM - Tot Shabbat (0-5 Years) in the Parking Lot
8:30 AM - Main Service in the Zwerin Sanctuary.
8:30 AM - K-5 Youth Service in the Parking Lot 
11:30 AM - Experiential Service in the Zwerin Sanctuary
3:30 PM - Afternoon Service in the Zwerin Sanctuary
5:00 PM - Yizkor in the Zwerin Sanctuary
6:00 PM - Neilah in the Zwerin Sanctuary

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
Yom Kippur

6:00 PM - Service

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
Erev Sukkot

10:00 AM - Service

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
Sukkot

5:45 PM - Service
6:15 PM - Celebration

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Erev Shemini Atzeret & Simchat 

Torah
10:00 AM - Service and Titzkor

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
Shemini Atzeret & Simchat Torah 

(with Yizkor)



JOIN US FOR WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

EREV SHABBAT SERVICE
Fridays at 6:00 PM 
Welcome Shabbat with music, song, and worship. Prior to the start of the Erev Shabbat Service at 
6:00 PM, tune into the live stream a little early to get into the Shabbat spirit with a musical Shabbat 
welcome. 

WEEKLY:

SHABBAT MORNING MINYAN
Saturdays at 9:00 AM
Join us or tune in at 9:00 AM for our Shabbat morning service, streamed live from the Temple. Bring 
the voices of our clergy into your homes and celebrate Shabbat with us. 

TISHA B’AV SERVICE
SATURDAY, JULY 17 AT 8:00 PM 
IN-PERSON & LIVE STREAMED

 
Tisha B'Av, the 9th of the Hebrew month of Av, 
is the saddest day of the Jewish year because it 
marks the anniversary of the destruction of the 
first Temple in Jerusalem by the Babylonians (586 
BCE) and the destruction of the second Temple 
by the Romans (70 CE). In reflection of the tragic 
events that have occurred on this day, Tisha B'Av 
has long been observed as a day of fasting and 
mourning. 

In addition to the destruction of the Temples, many 
other catastrophes have fallen on this very same 
date. For instance, in 1492, Jews had until the 9th 

of Av to flee Spain. Also, on August 1, 1914, the 
9th of Av, the formal order of mobilization was 
ordered by the Germans and World War I began. 

Temple Sinai's observance of Tisha B'Av begins 
at 8:00 PM on Saturday evening, July 17 and will 
include a service and readings from the book of 
Lamentations. The prophet Jeremiah was said to 
have written Lamentations as he witnessed the 
fall of Jerusalem some 2,500 years ago. Together 
we will read and discuss his words and have a 
service that reflects the meaning of this ancient 
day of mourning.
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SPECIAL & MONTHLY

All services are open for in-person attendance and will be streamed live at www.All services are open for in-person attendance and will be streamed live at www.
SinaiDenver.org/livestreaming or on our Facebook page - Facebook.com/SinaiDenver. SinaiDenver.org/livestreaming or on our Facebook page - Facebook.com/SinaiDenver. 
Registration for services must be made on our website. Registration for services must be made on our website. 

HEALING SERVICES
Thursday, July 15 and August 19 at 11:00 AM

For our Healing Service, we gather together for prayers, meditations, and the warm embrace 
of friends to renew our sense of hope, strength and healing. The Healing Service is for those 
who are struggling with their health, sadness, or grief. The Healing Service is also for care 
givers who seek inspiration as they pray for the welfare of loved ones. All are welcome.

If you are unable to attend the service, just send us the name(s) of the loved ones you would If you are unable to attend the service, just send us the name(s) of the loved ones you would 
like mentioned during our prayers. May God bless them with like mentioned during our prayers. May God bless them with r'fuah sh'leimahr'fuah sh'leimah, a complete and , a complete and 
speedy recovery. speedy recovery. 
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TUNE IN TO CLASSES:
(All classes are currently being held virtually, primarily via Zoom; most classes can 

be watched live or recorded on Facebook)

THIS WEEK IN TORAH 
Tuesdays at 12:00 PM 

Every Tuesday at noon we offer a Virtual class that will focus on that week's Torah portion 
(Parashat HaShavuah). Either Rabbi Rheins or Rabbi Callman will guide the class in an interactive 
review of an important passage in the weekly portion that will highlight the commentaries from 
the Talmud and classic commentaries (from Rashi, Rambam, Ramban, Sforno, Or HaChayim, 
and many more). We will also introduce the perspective of significant modern scholars. 

What makes this class so exciting is the participation of all those who tune in. Each person 
has something to share as we explore the Torah and inspiring commentary that bring insights 
from different perspectives. 

Tune in to learn, discuss, discover, and meet friends! We'll review ethical & moral issues in 
selected Jewish texts, discuss hot current topics, discover nuggets of wisdom and the joy of 
comradery. Make your own lunch, we will serve the Text and Topics! Newcomers quickly and 
easily fit right in! It's a great way to learn and meet new friends!

LUNCH & LEARN  
Thursdays at 12:00 PM

BROTHERHOOD, BIBLE & BEERS WITH RABBI RICK RHEINS
Thursday, July 22 &|Thursday August 19

Though we will continue with the virtual format, 
this is still a wonderful forum for great discussion 
and friendship. We'll send out a Zoom link the 
day before. 

July's topic is: "From Destruction to Love." As 
we make the transition from Tisha B"Av (July 
17 evening) to Tu B'Av (July 24), we note the 
Jewish value of rebuilding after a loss. We'll 
review the relevant traditions and then share 

and discuss personal examples of rebuilding.
August's topic is: The Prophetic Spirit in each of 
us. With the New Year 5782 we begin a time of 
personal and communal renewal. In this session 
we will explore and discuss opportunities and 
challenges in the New Year
. 
So, make yourself a nice dinner, pour yourself 
a refreshing beverage and let's discuss these 
hot topics.

Join our many Virtual Services, Classes, and Broadcasts from the comfort and safety of Join our many Virtual Services, Classes, and Broadcasts from the comfort and safety of 
your home and office! Most of the programs and services are also recorded and posted your home and office! Most of the programs and services are also recorded and posted 
on our Temple Sinai website and Facebook so you can watch all at your convenience! on our Temple Sinai website and Facebook so you can watch all at your convenience! 



hi
gh

 h
ol

y 
da

ys
 9

LISA THORNER

We are looking for ushers to assist with      
in-person services. All ushers or volunteers 
will be able to attend in-person with their 
immediate family while volunteering. 

If you have questions or wish to volunteer, 
please email Lisa Thorner at 
lisa@sinaidenver.org.

HIGH HOLY DAYS 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

USHERS
LAZY BEE RANCH HONEY 
Temple Sinai will be selling honey for the 
High Holy Days once again. Each 5.75 ounce 
jar is $5.00. Please order at: 
www.sinaidenver.org/form/honey.

HONEY FLAVORS:
Wildflower Honey
Whipped Honey

Cinnamon Whipped Honey

HONEY FOR THE HIGH HOLY DAYS  

We are delighted to take this opportunity to reach out to you with information about the 
2021/5782 High Holy Day Greetings and Memorial Books.  We will be combining our High 
Holy Day Announcements and Greetings into one book that will be distributed throughout the 
High Holy Days (beginning at the Erev Rosh HaShanah service on Monday, September 6).  
The Memorial Book will be distributed during the Yom Kippur Yizkor service.  We welcome 
you to place a message in either or both books.

GREETING AND MEMORIAL BOOK

Send a special holiday message, honoring an 
individual and/or celebrating a simchah (joyous 
occasion) like a birth, anniversary, B'nei Mitzvah, 
wedding, graduation, etc., or send wishes for the 
New Year. 

EXAMPLES:
In Honor Of:

The birth of Ella Levinson 
From Loving Grandparents, Sara & Ed Gold

L'Shannah Tovah!
To our Sinai Friends and Family

from the Katz Family

HIGH HOLY DAY GREETINGS:
The Memorial Book is a wonderful 
opportunity to memorialize and 
remember those who have been called 
to their eternal rest.  This book will 
also include a listing of all members 
and family members who have passed 
away since Yom Kippur last year. 

EXAMPLE:
In Memory Of:

Beloved Parents and Grandparents, 
Joseph and Carol Goldberg z"l

Remembered by:  
The Goldberg/Stein Family

MEMORIAL BOOK:

Please submit your greetings and memorial messages by completing 
the online form at www.sinaidenver.org/HHD2021 by Friday, August 13.

If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Thorner at
lisa@sinaidenver.org or 303-759-1827.



SHEILA PURDIN 
DIRECTOR OF EARLY CHILDHOOD

”TEMPLE SINAI MEANS A LOT TO ME”
We asked our families to share what this year meant to them and their children in a series of questions 
in our end of year survey and below are their answers to questions like, "What does connection to the 
school and synagogue look like for you?" "How have we helped you feel safe coming to school?" "Share 
an experience when a teacher or staff member went above and beyond" and "what makes Temple Sinai 
Preschool special?" We hope you enjoy reading their feedback as much as we did!

”My two favorite things about Temple Sinai 
are my friends and teachers.” 

”Temple Sinai means a lot to me”

” You guys have been the one constant this year. Keeping our 
children feel a sense of normal in the midst of this upside 
down world. You've kept them safe, healthy and smiling. Can't 
thank you enough. ”

” We came to Temple Sinai at the end of 
November because our other preschool plans 
just weren't working. Our kids were welcomed 
with open arms and big hearts. They instantly 
felt right at home, learning and playing with 
their new friends and teachers. In such a 
challenging time and in a relatively short time 
(only 5+ months), we realize how absolutely 
perfect Temple Sinai is for our kids' confidence, 
learning, and emotional development. They 
are just both so happy to go to school! It was 
the safe, nurturing, positive, constant that we 
needed amidst all the chaos of Covid! We feel 
great about sending Oscar to kindergarten 
next year (Ms. Andrea and Ms. Olga have 
prepared him really well), and we are so glad 
for Luna to come back for more fun at Temple 
Sinai in the fall in the 3-year-old classroom. 
Thank you to the entire community that has 
made preschool such a special place. ”

”Fun with friends! Also seeing my teachers. 
Another thing, is that we laugh at school 
because it is so fun. ”

”Mr. Tim... and Ms.Maggie, Ms. Nina, 
and snack.”

” Freedom, a sense of normalcy, and extreme 
gratitude!”

”School makes me happy! ”

”Communication with our child's teacher went 
above and beyond”

”Ms. Jen was very helpful and 
patient with our son when he was 
potty training. Very supportive and 
communicative. She and Ms. Kendra 
were just amazing all around. ”

”Nadia & Yelena would share a tidbit 
about Danny at pickup and it was 
nice to hear from them! Jen's write-
ups about the day in Remini were 
very thorough & offered great insight 
to the educational experiences 
behind the play. Kelsey, Maggie, 
Hillary, & Sheila were always SO 
nice and welcoming at drop off! Mr. 
Tim was always very kind to chat 
with the kids. Feels like everyone 
really cares!”

”Ms. Sheila helped us out when we had a family emergency and 
was always patient, compassionate, and supportive.”

”Ms. Rachel and Ms. Tonya shared 
great photos & videos. I enjoyed 
them allowing parents to read to the 
class virtually”
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”We are SO, incredibly grateful to the entire preschool staff for the way you 
all have handled this past year. Thank you to the admin who have handled 
the stress, rules and regulations, and I'm sure many obnoxious parents, with 
grace. Thank you to the teachers who choose to care for, educate and love 
our littles everyday, with so many unknowns and concerns looming overhead. 
I love being a mother, but parenthood was not meant to be shouldered 
alone. Those months we chose to isolate our family were not easy - and it 
was even more of a reminder to be so grateful for a loving and supportive 
school environment to co-parent with us. So a huge thank you from our 
family to yours - we could NOT have survived this year without Temple Sinai 
Preschool!”

”All TSP staff always tell us how 
much they love our son and that 
just feels so good to hear how 
loved he is while at school”

”Everything you put in place to 
keep our kids safe during this crazy 
Covid year. And Mr. Tim always 
makes us feel safe!”

”Every teacher my kids have had 
have gone above and beyond to 
make them feel special, supported 
and helped them grow emotionally 
and educationally.”

”Andrea was incredible this year. She 
went above and beyond to make 
us feel safe. She communicated 
beautifully and braved every season 
and every situation with grace. She 
helped champion the outdoor program 
which was a huge blessing for our 
family. In that respect, Sheila also 
went above and beyond to start the 
outdoor program. Her "yes" attitude 
and willingness to make things work 
and be innovative is what made the 
outdoor program a success. Sheila 
was constantly checking in and 
making sure me and my family were 
comfortable and we are so grateful 
for her!”

”By far this school excelled in making it a safe environment for all kids, 
parents, teachers, etc. I was absolutely blown away by the response to 
Covid this year. I am so thankful for the protocols. I do hope at some point 
the kids can wear masks less, but I know you're trying to do what's best 
overall.”

”It was our child's first year and 
from day one she felt accepted d 
and wanted to go back every day. 
This is a testament to the inclusive 
community created by the staff.”

”THANK YOU for such a safe and 
successful year.  Our gratitude for 
how well you handled the pandemic 
and this strange year is immense....
the kids still had an amazing year, 
oblivious to how difficult it was”

”Ms Beatrice and Ms Hillary have 
continued to stay in touch from last 
school year and ask about my child 
which has been so kind and makes 
us feel loved.”

”We're grateful that TSP put in place 
safety measures and was able to 
stay open all school year. We're very 
appreciative of all the thought that 
goes into planning and how loving 
the staff has been.”

”The teachers and staff know my 
kids' names - they are all paying 
attention! They recognize everyone's 
cars! Thanks again for everything! 
See you in August!”
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RON LEFF 
TEMPLE SINAI RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Temple Sinai Religious School's mission is to instill in our students and their families a love for Judaism 
and the Jewish way of life, to provide them with the tools for their spiritual journey, and to make 
meaning of the world around them through the lens of Reform Judaism. 

For the 2021-22 school year we will return to in-person learning. We will continue to follow all local and 
CDC guidelines to assure the safety of our students, teachers and community.

Registration is now open for the 2021-22 school year! If you haven't already registered, now is the time. 
Our program offers classes for Pre-Kindergarten - 10th grade. Visit our webpage at
www.SinaiDenver.org/religiousschool

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:

TESHUVAH
Taking responsibility for our actions.

B'TZELEM ELOHIM
Honoring the Image of God in ourselves and others.

GEVURAH
Using Strength to do what's right.

ACHRAYUT
 Making the world a better place.

HAKARAT HATOV
 Seeking Joy and being graceful.

KOACH HADIBBUR
 The power of words.

SHALOM
 Contributing to a more peaceful world. 

SHALOM LEARNING: ShalomLearning is an interactive, values based curriculum that helps children develop 
a positive Jewish identity. The curriculum is built on the principle of creating relevance between a 
student's secular life and Jewish tradition. The lessons incorporate Social and Emotional learning (SEL) 
that enable students to build positive relationships and make responsible decisions.

Blending classroom instruction and family engagement with technology support, the ShalomLearning 
approach focuses on seven core Jewish values:
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VIRTUAL SUNDAYS: While we transition back to in-person 
learning we will not be able to host large gatherings 
of multiple grade levels so we will continue to host 
monthly Virtual Sundays - we will meet Virtually on 
those Sundays which will include Family Worship 
and special programs to engage families
.
TEFILLAH: Tefillah (prayer/communal worship) is at the 
core of the spiritual life of our community. Tefillah 
is also one of the ways in which Jews celebrate 
Shabbat and holidays, connect with K'lal Yisrael 
(the worldwide Jewish community) and take part in 
synagogue life. As such, we want our children to 
value the experience of Jewish prayer and be able 
to participate in tefillah at Temple Sinai and around 
the world. We believe the best way to learn tefillah is 
to participate in tefillah. To that end, students in our 
community attend tefillah each Sunday. Our clergy 
teach about the meaning, history, and spirituality 
of prayer in the context of Religious School tefillah, 
and we strongly encourage parents to attend tefillah 
with their children.

ENRICHMENTS: We continually work to incorporate 
multiple modalities of learning into our program. 
Whether it be art, drama, music or our new Windows 
to the World Maker Space, students are offered 
different ways to explore and experience Judaism.

KINDERGARTEN AT TEMPLE SINAI: If you have a child 
entering Kindergarten, we invite you to register 
him/her in our Kindergarten Program.  It is our 
belief that an exciting and stimulating Kindergarten 
experience lays a valuable foundation for your 
child's religious development and Jewish identity. 
Students will explore Jewish values and holidays 
through the senses. They will experience the sights, 
sounds, tastes and feels that connect us to Jewish 
tradition and learning. For more information, visit our 
webpage at www.sinaidenver.org/religiousschool. 

TEMPLE SINAI TEEN ACADEMY: We are excited to kick-off a 
new vision for Teen education at Temple Sinai. The 
Teen AcademyTeen Academy will provide programming to teach 
teens that Judaism can be a part of your every 
day lives and that Judaism is a living, breathing 
religion that relates to everything you do a teen and 
everything you will do as adults. We make every 
effort to teach teens how important it is to be proud 
Jews who value, honor and respect themselves, 
each other, their community and beyond. The Teen Teen 
AcademyAcademy will offer different opportunities to learn 
and engage - through monthly Noar Nights, 4-5 
session seminars, Social Justice opportunities, our 
Madrikhim program (teen classroom assistants) and 
Shabbat programming. Watch for more information 
about the Temple Sinai Teen AcademyTemple Sinai Teen Academy.

CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2021

Rabbi Rheins, Samantha Cohen, Ella Meyers, Tyler Marshall, Samuel Wenig, Avidan Grope, Madison Hope 
Hansen, Daniel Mankin, Joshua Weiner, Cameron Hostetler, Giselle Marians, Rabbi Callman, Dan Yolles

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: 



B’NEI MITZVAH

SCOTT WEINER  – JULY 31, 202

BRAYDEN NIEDER – JULY 31, 2021
Brayden is the son of Brian and Robyn Nieder  and the brother of 
Nathan. He attends Grandview Highschool. Brayden enjoys baseball, 
hip hop dancing, and playing video games. For his Mitzvah Project, 
Brayden will continue to volunteer at SECOR Cares where he 
assists in the warehouse to market weekly distribution of groceries 
to families  experiencing suburban poverty.

Scott is the son of Annette & Michael Weiner and the brother of 
Matthew and Josh. Scott attends Campus Middle School and enjoys 
wrestling, biking, writing, and drawing. For his Mitzvah Project, 
Scott will be preparing lunches for the homeless. 

 ABRAHAM KRONBERG – AUGUST 14, 2021

SARAH WALDMAN – AUGUST 7, 2021
Sarah is the daughter of Karen Kloster and Eric Waldman and the 
younger sister of Noah. She attends Thomas Jefferson High School 
and enjoys dancing, especially modern, lyrical, jazz, and ballet. 
For her Mitzvah Project, Sarah will be collecting used/unwanted 
cellphones and donating them to the National Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence (NCAOV).

Abe is the son of Aaron and Allie Kronberg and  brother to Cora, 
Edith, Maggie, and Blanche. He attends West Middle School and 
enjoys skateboarding, biking, gaming, and hanging with friends.
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BEN FEINGOLD – AUGUST 28, 2021

BRYN EXLEY– AUGUST 21,  2021 
Bryn is the daughter of Jason and Lauri Exley and the older sister 
of Austin. She attends Campus Middle School and enjoys softball, 
baking, drawing, and spending time with her friends and family.. 
For her Mitzvah Project, Bryn volunteered at the the Food Bank of 
the Rockies. She also baked and sold hamantaschen in order to 
donate the proceeds to the Food Bank of the Rockies. Lastly, Bryn 
is collecting used cookbooks and plans to donate them to a local 
shelter along with baking supplies.

Ben is the son of Lane & Jen Feingold and the younger brother 
of Mira. He attends Campus Middle School and enjoys playing 
basketball, soccer, Xbox and spending time with his friends.  Ben 
has a passion for art and is amazingly talented.  Ben is the best 
puzzler and enjoys his dad's bad jokes. For his Mitzvah Project, 
Ben is working with Soles 4 Soul, a nonprofit organization that takes 
unwanted shoes and provides them to children and families in 
need, and is collecting new and used shoes.  For more information, 
please visit soles4souls.org.
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DATES ARE AVAILABLE FOR B’NEI MITZVAH 2022 & 2023
Know that it is never too late to have our children experience the life-
affirming joy and pride of accomplishment by leading a service as a Bar 
or Bat Mitzvah. Each year around 50 students become Bar or Bat Mitzvah 
at Temple Sinai. 

If you have a child who will turn 13 (or older) in 2022 or 2023 and you do 
not yet have a reserved date for a service, please call Rabbi Rick Rheins 
or Rabbi Jordy Callman and we'll answer all your questions and help you 
find a date that works for your family. 

Date selection request forms also are available in the Temple Sinai office 
and can be mailed directly to you. 

Know that our clergy work personally with each student and his/her family 
to help create a memorable celebration that will bring a lifetime of blessings. 

B’NEI MITZVAH



STAY CONNECTED WITH:PROGRAMS

St
ay

 C
on

ne
ct

ed
 1

6

CHAVUROT BRUNCH & GATHERING
SUNDAY, JULY 11, 10:30 AM OUTDOORS AT TEMPLE SINAI IN OUR COURTYARD
Summer is in full swing, and it's a great time to connect with fellow congregants at an outdoor 
event in our beautiful Temple Sinai courtyard. Whether you are in a Chavurah, have been a member 
in a past, or are looking to find new connections within our Temple Sinai community, you are 
invited. As we move into our next phases of social connections, we invite you to join us to help 
conceptualize what it means to be a part of our Chavurah community.
 
This gathering is open to members of all ages. Socially and meaningfully connecting with community 
members with similar interests or living close together is a key element of living a holistically healthy 
Jewish life. Find out more and meet new people at the Chavurot Brunch! Bagels, coffee, juice 
and light snacks will be provided. We will also have some outdoor lawn games set up. Questions? 
Contact Shana Cohen at shana@sinaidenver.org.

JEWISH BASEBALL PLAYERS 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 7 AT 11:00 AM - SPONSERED BY TEMPLE SINAI & KAVOD ON THE ROAD
This presentation will cover Hank Greenberg's career and wartime service, Thelma "Tiby" Eisen, 
who played for the AAGPBL (All-American Girls Professional Baseball League), the somewhat 
well-trod story of Sandy Koufax, and then look at more contemporary Jewish ballplayers, such as 
Shawn Green, Ryan Braun, and Alex Bregman. Kevin Winterhalt is a Ph.D. student at the University 
of Colorado at Boulder working for Dr. Tom Zeiler. Kevin's proposed dissertation will explore the 
connections between professional sports and public diplomacy in the latter half of the Cold War. 
Kevin recently became a contributor for Pinstripe Alley - SB Nation's Yankees site, and in his spare 
time, he enjoys attending Rockies games at Coors Field. Kevin's favorite baseball memory is Derek 
Jeter's "Mr. November" home run to win Game 4 of the 2001 World Series. Register at https://www.
kavodseniorlife.org/signup/

THE TEN RESTAURANTS THAT CHANGED AMERICA
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25 AT 11:00 AM
Paul Freedman is a professor of history at Yale University where he has taught since 1997. His talk 
"Ten Restaurants that Changed America" is based on a book with that title that looks at the history 
of American food and cuisine through restaurants that are the basis for how we eat today and 
exemplify different trends and fashions beginning with the first real restaurant in the United States, 
Delmonico's in New York City (founded in the 1830s). This is not a list of the most famous or elegant 
establishments but rather of those that were most influential. It includes ethnic restaurants ("The 
Mandarin" in San Francisco; "Mamma Leone's in New York"), French haute cuisine ("Le Pavillon") 
and also the pioneer in roadside franchise operations, "Howard Johnson's. The aim is to answer the 
question "what is American cuisine" through these examples.

Register at https://www.kavodseniorlife.org/signup/
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TEMPLE SINAI KICK-OFF PICNIC
SUNDAY, AUGUST 29, 4:00 PM
Join us on Sunday, August 29 for an evening of fun.  There will be food trucks, games, live music 
and more.  Stay tuned for more information.

KUGEL COOK OFF
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 AT 10:30 AM 
The Kugel Cook Off is back! Mark your calendars for Sunday September 26 at 10:30 AM as you 
don't want to miss this event. Stay tuned for more information.

STAY CONNECTED WITH:PROGRAMS

RETURNING TO NORMAL - A REMINDER
From the DA18 Consumer Fraud Protection
Consumer Fraud Protection Hotline: 720.874.8547.
As we return to public spaces and old routines, 
we urge you to be very careful when using 
Public Wi-Fi in places like coffee shops, 
restaurants, airports, and other public venues.
 
Research has found that most people use public 
Wi-Fi on a regular basis or have done so in 
the past. Hackers can easily break into these 
systems, thereby accessing entry to your devices 
and access to valuable information you may 
have available. Public Wi-Fi is a great modern 
convenience, but most networks offer weak 
security protections.
 
Spending time on public networks, while 
conducting private, sensitive matters like 

checking your banking and credit card accounts, 
making payments, and shopping online can lead 
to potential identification theft. Best to save 
these endeavors for when you are in a safer, 
more secure setting. Keep in mind to always set 
up separate passwords and sign on credentials 
for financial accounts compared to less sensitive 
apps and accounts. If kept the same, hackers 
can have their way once breaking into the first 
account.
 
Two Simple Tips:
 
∙ Instead of public WiFi, tap into your 
smartphone's hotspot feature.
∙ Consider investing in a virtual private network 
(VPN).

Temple Sinai is pairing with Waterway car wash. Purchase a full-
service Waterway car wash for $18.00 (regular price) and $9.00 goes 
back to Temple Sinai. The certificate is good for any Waterway 
car wash in Colorado. Contact the main office at (303) 759-1827 for 
additional information or Lisa Thorner at lisa@sinaidenver.org to 
purchase your car wash certificate.

TEMPLE SINAI FUNDRAISER
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STORIES BEHIND SINAI’S SYMBOLS  
OUR FIRST TORAH MANTLES - BY RABBI RAY & RIKKI ZWERIN

The very first mantles that came with our first two 
Torah scrolls were (to be kind) shmatahs, worn 
out remnants from ancient days. The Temple was 
barely days old when those graced our first Aron 
Kodesh - Holy Ark. (The Ark had been made from 
a one-shelf bookcase (shelf removed), turned on its 
end, painted white, and placed on a white matching 
table.) After shlepping that first Ark and table in 
and out of a small hallway beside the chapel at 
First Plymouth Congregational Church (our home 
for our first nine years), Alan Gass offered to make 
a new Ark on wheels that could be easily moved. 
It was thrice the size, electric blue in color, and 
made of fiberglass. "Old Blue" as we called it, was 
delivered in 1972, and served us well for over 15 
years as our main Ark, and another 15 in our religious 
school. It had room for three Torah scrolls, and 
we were fortunate to have received a third scroll. 

In 1972, four young women determined that a modern 
looking Aron Kodesh needed modern Torah mantles 
that matched Old Blue in color and verve. So, they 
gathered together with design books and imagination 
and came up with what were to become our first in-
house created mantles. Most important to them was 
that the fabric be of  upholstery quality, be white 

to match the Ark's curtain, and that the threads 
be various shades of blue to match the Ark's body.
Rikki found the fabric and its donor (as she 
did for every one of the 13 mantles eventually 
created by congregants over the years - along 
with the thread, the wooden frame tops, the 
spools, and the binders). Then Karen, Marlene, 
and Paula got to work on the crewel embroidery, 
stitching the thread directly into the fabric. 

The hundreds of fringes that grace the bottom of 
each mantle were twisted by Rikki and Norma, an au 
pair who lived with us for a year as daytime student 
and evening/weekend babysitter. Many afternoons 
for weeks, they would chat while twisting non-stop. 
Rikki sewed each fringe into the fabric and then 
tailored the mantles around top frames of wood 
sawed and sanded to exact specs by Chuck Schiffer.

For all of them it was a joyful process taking 
many months. They were justly proud of what 
they had accomplished. It was indeed a labor 
of love for our thriving congregation. These first 
in-house made mantles used year-round were 
retired, framed, and put on display once we 
moved into the new sanctuary building in 1987.

SYMBOLISM OF THE COVERS    
The left cover has a mezuzah with the letter shin 
(standing for Shadai, one of the 40 Names of 
Gd), a lulav, shofar, and etrog. Surrounding the 
mezuzah are flames representing the burning 
bush at which Gd tells Moses to get 
our people out of Egypt.

The center cover features a dove, a 
symbol of peace; the word Shalom 
appears above the dove, connected by 
rays of the sun. 

The right cover is the most abstract. 
A Magen David - Star of David, with 
the word Chai - "Life" in the middle. 
Arrows represent forces pushing at the 
star as if to crush it from the outside, 
and, yet, as if equal to the challenge, 

vectors depicting inner strength resist the outside 
threats and keep our star intact. Faint lines along 
the star's sides show that the star may have been 
moved or bent out of shape over time, but like the 
star, its people has never been broken.

DESIGN & CREWEL WORK: MARLENE SHOM, PAULA STERLING, KAREN SUSMAN ARTISAN: RIKKI ZWERIN DATE: 1972



DONATIONS
ADELSTEIN CULTURAL ARTS 

FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Lewis Sapiro
Morris & Helen Ginsburg

ALAN FARBER MEMORIAL CAMP 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND I
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Harold Ostrand & Jim Winzenburg
John & Lori Spanbauer
Jerry Thaler
Barbara Goldblatt
Eileen Naiman
Terri Thaler
Wendy Vean

ALAN JACOBSON MEMORIAL 
FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Richard Cook & Alan C. Jacobson 
Lawrence & Jacquie 
Jacobson

APPEL FAMILY YOUTH 
EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Rose Raznick 
Edward & Debby Rosenfeld

BROTHERHOOD FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Larry Lipman 
The Rangell Family
IN HONOR OF:

Rabbi Rheins, Brotherhood, Bibles & 
Beer and the attendees  
Scott Neal & Diane Cushman 
Neal

CEMETERY BEAUTIFUL FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Bessie & Harry Dvosin  
Marc & Laurie Sorkin
Ted Ruskin 
 Joseph Hiller

ENCORE FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Jack Cross
Jo Smernoff

HAAG FAMILY ASSISTANCE FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Walter Karpel 
Paul Doniger & Linda Karpel 
Doniger
Gene Plattner 
Charlene Spiegelman

IDA & MAX FOGEL WINDOWS OF 
THE WORLD FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Rose Leventhal 
Richard Leventhal

JEWISH EDUCATION FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Harold Ostrand
Gary & Nancy Eisenberg
Marc & Laurie Sorkin
Lewis Sapiro 
Alan & Anita Eisenberg 
IN HONOR OF:

Susan Levine’s birthday 
Alan & Anita Eisenberg
DONATIONS:

Jean Guthery

JOSEPH H. SIGMAN YOUTH 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Rae Katz
Hal & Joyce Spritzer
Don Nelowet
Beth Nelowet

JULIUS & HELEN RING IST FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Mike Altenberg, Frank Guthery, Mark 
Levey, & Harold Ostrand
Jean Guthery
Abraham Botkin, Stan Botkin, and 
David Siegelbaum 

Beatrice Botkin
Sanford Eckstein 
Nanette Eckstein
Bobby Engel, Rudolph Klein, Larry 
Levin, Muriel Klein Rabstein, Dr. David 
Silberman, Henry Strauss, & Lois 
Tallian 
Melvyn & Roberta Klein
Fay Greenspan
Melvyn & Roberta Klein
Stephen & Sherri Weinstein
Elizabeth Hoskins  
Beatrice Botkin
Gary Hoskins
Ethel Landow 
Ethel Landow 
Barbara Suson
Larry Lipman, Sam Ochman, Aaron 
Samet, Donald Shapiro, & Yetta Simler
Barry & Diane Samet
Irving Oxman
Justin & Sharon Roth
Max Rosenfeld 
Edward & Debby Rosenfeld
Lewis Sapiro 
Ron & Sara Epstein
Jean Guthery
Melvyn & Roberta Klein
Doris Schwartzberg
Melvyn & Roberta Klein
Barry & Diane Samet
Dr. David Silberman 
Martin & Ellen Fliegelman
Justin & Sharon Roth
Barry & Anita Wohlgemuth
Dr. Yona Victor Smirnoff 
Loretta Cawelti
Jean Guthery
Melvyn & Roberta Klein
Justin & Sharon Roth
Barry & Diane Samet
IN HONOR OF:

5781 Confirmation Class
Loretta Cawelti
Lisa Thorner’s feature in the IJN 
Melvyn & Roberta Klein

 LEW ROSENBERG CAMP FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Randy Heller  
Jonathan & Betty Heller

MARILYN TOBIN MEMORIAL 
FLOWER FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Fran Gotlieb
Jerome & Dorothy Gotlieb

MITZVAH PROJECT FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Ida Dinner
Edward & Debby Rosenfeld 
Esther Nahmouli 
Mark & Hanna Shaner
Max Pitter 
Charlene Spiegelman
Aaron Saltzman  
Thomas & Susan Palmer
IN HONOR OF:

Susan Levine for helping feed the 
hungry 
Scott Neal & Diane Cushman 
Neal

 OSI & SELMA SLADEK CULTURAL 
ARTS/MUSIC FUND 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Dr. David Silberman 
Edward & Debby Rosenfeld
Dr. Yona Victor Smirnoff
Barbara Glassman
Sandy Steinlauf
Richard & Elaine Ricklin
Adele Pearl Weil
Ken & Barbara Laff
IN HONOR OF:

Osi Sladek in appreciation to him 
speaking at Yom HaShoah Lunch and 
Learn
Rabbi Richard Rheins 
Discretionary Fund

PRESCHOOL UNDERWRITING 
FUND 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Dr. David Silberman 
Richard & Doreen Nadler
Dr. Yona Victor Smirnoff 
Jay Dworkin
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RABBI JORDY CALLMAN 

DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Wolf Hirsch 
Alan & Linda Weinstein
Ida Lassow 
Gerald & Natalie Lassow
IN HONOR OF:

Rabbi Jordy Callman and Dan Yolles 
for their support of Aliza Kirkpatrick 
on her Bat Mitzvah Day
Aaron Kirkpatrick & Heidi 
Becker 
Owen Green becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
Daniel & Shannon Green

RABBI RICHARD RHEINS 
DISCRETIONARY FUND  I
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Moe I. Aaron & Hilda Ross 
Michael Ross & Family
Harry Condiotte & Rose Wohlgemuth
Anita, Barry, Bret, Jamie and 
Henry Wohlgemuth
Dick Cook and Harold Ostrand 
Michael & Lisa Weiss
Neale DeYoung and Andrew Kane 
Gerald & Natalie Lassow
Marcus Dodson and Philip Wurmbrand 
Rocco & Judi Dodson
Eugene Eisen 
Andy & Jodi Hesch
Vera Sovel Flaxman 
Arthur & Terry Heller
Sarah Friedman
Stephen & Lisa Friedman
Anna Glassman and Shirley 
Lewensohn
Barbara Glassman
Judy Greenberg-Levin and Al Levin
Kenneth Greenberg & Anna 
Menza
Fay Greenspan 
Allan & Helena Striker
Hyman Heller 
Joel & Elaine Goldstein
Rita Hiller 
Joseph Hiller
Rose Kortz and Mark B. Levey

Pearle Rae Levey
Norma Kurtz 
Stephen & Mitzi Kurtz
Larry Lipman and Dr. Yona Victor 
Smirnoff 
William & Lorie Klumb
Nancy Miles 
Hugh & Marcia Miles
Shari Joy (Pollet) Roth 
Andrew & Cynthia Pollet
Lewis Sapiro 
Karen Kaplan
Doris Schwartzberg
William & Lorie Klumb
Mark & Beth Redmiles
Dr. David Silberman 
Jay Dworkin
Richard & Barbara Finke
Stanley & Susan Kerstein
Susan Silberman
Marilyn Weiss 
David Weiss
Morton Zedd 
Evan & Ann Geldzahler
Ben Zeidman 
Bart & Barbara Valls
IN HONOR OF:

Sophia Eison becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
Robert Eison & Michelle 
Draznin
Jean Greenberg 
Bernie Rogoff
Healing Service and the attendees of 
the Healing Service 
Scott Neal & Diane Cushman 
Neal
Wedding of Kylie Ohringer & Lara 
Silversmith 
Sheldon & Beth Ohringer
Graduations of Jakob & Josh Rheins 
Richard & Barbara Finke
Lisa, Josh, Zach Thorner, & 
Brian Higgins
Scott Neal & Diane Cushman 
Neal
Rabbi Rick Rheins
Arnold & Joanne Luterman
Temple Sinai Choir 
Geoffrey & Lynne Wodell
Lisa Thorner 
Neil & Sandra Culbertson
DONATIONS:

Stephen & April Block 
Eleanor Deneroff 
Don & Liza Siegel 
Alan Wernz 

RABBI  ZWERIN DISCRETIONARY 
FUND  I
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Margaret Flemming
David & Marilyn Flemming
Lou Joblove and Lena Trasen 
Ben & Dee Trasen
Doris Schwartzberg
Rhoda Coben
Dr. Yona Victor Smirnoff 
Eleanor Deneroff
David & Marilyn Flemming
Jerry Thaler 
Edward & Helene Steinberg
IN HONOR OF:

Rabbi Raymond Zwerin 
Lester & Lane Klein

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Gerald Getz 
Alan & Linda Weinstein
Larry Lipman 
Howard & Eva Weissman
Dr. Yona Victor Smirnoff 
Michael & Abby Hanselin

ROBIN’S WORLD PLAYGROUND 
FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Dr. David Silberman 
Glenn & Gloria Decker
Jerry “Yank” Thaler
Larry & Susan Siegel
IN HONOR OF:

Ms. Yelena and Ms. Nadia
Jordan & Laura Stolper

SECURITY FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Ella
Gene & Bunny Cole
IN HONOR OF:

Rabbi Jordy Callman and Lisa Thorner
Gene & Bunny Cole

TEMPLE SINAI GENERAL FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Mitchell Carness
Shirley Carness
Dr. Arthur Cohen 
Arnold & Joanne Luterman
Vicki Cramer
Steve & Kathi Cramer
Ellen Falk  
Maury Kroopnick & Jan 
Fisher
Dr. Jerry Getz 
William & Marcia Miller
Fay Greenspan 
Donnie Danesh & Sanaz 
Razani
Carla Elliott-Neely
Arthur & Terry Heller
Pam Swanson
Peggy Swanson
Seymour Heller 
Jonathan & Betty Heller
Liz Hoskins, Albert W. Lambert, & Ruth 
Myers 
Rita Kelly
Larry Levin
Dick & Naomi Wisott
Larry Lipman 
Jon & Ellen Heller
Rosalyn Imerman
Mark & Bobbi Kramer
Todd & Carol Malejan 
Richard Reich
Terry Schlanger
Joseph Loria
Jack & Rena Defez
Irving I. Oxman 
Stephen Oxman & Florianne 
Solin
Alice Payne 
Loretta Cawelti
Marlene Polman & Norman Polman
Lawrence & Barbara Polman
Samuel Preston
Karen Kaplan
Ruth Rashti
Robert & Margaret Rashti
Derek Rudawsky 
Zvi & Staci Rudawsky
Doris Schwartzberg 
Natasha Garfield
Scott Neal & Diane Cushman 
Neal
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Doris Schwartzberg  
Natasha Garfield
Scott Neal & Diane Cushman 
Neal
Gregg & Pamela 
Schwasinger
Dr. David Silberman 
Cynthia Chapman
Donald & Ricky Safer
Hyman Silverberg 
Phyllis Goodman
Kitty Smernoff
Jo Smernoff
Dr. Yona Victor Smirnoff 
The Kay, Fenster & Wexler 
Families
Mark & Bobbi Kramer
Harvey Tarshis
Beverly Sunshine
George and Sheila Winters 
Richard & Judith Kleiner

IN HONOR OF:

5781 Confirmation Class: Brooke 
Rosenthall, AJ Schiff, Aliza Bochner, 
Rena Zucker, Joshua Thorner, 
Samuel Humphries, Lucy Adlen, Cora 
Kronberg, Charlye Reiner, Lucy Meyer, 
Rosemary Ayers 
Scott Neal & Diane Cushman 
Neal 
 Dr. Leslie Eber, AMDA 2021 Medical 
Director of the Year in US 
Herbert & Geri Shapiro 
First night of Passover Seder and 
Rabbi Rheins’s Sinai Sundays classes
Eileen Naiman 
Lisa Thorner 
Arnold & Joanne Luterman
Karen Kaplan
Alan Wernz
Everyone who made 27 hours of 
Zoom-a-Thon possible

Scott Neal & Diane Cushman 
Neal
DONATIONS:

Marc & Laurie Sorkin

TZEDAKAH FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Paul Wasserstein 
Paullette Wasserstein

WOMEN’S PROGRAMMING FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Norma Kitchin 
Steve & Nancy Letman

WE CARE/SOCIAL ACTION FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Larry Lipman
Julie Weinstein
Doyle Martin 
Rosalie Martin
Florence Mittler

Richard & Elaine Ricklin
IN HONOR OF:

Speedy recovery of Jerry Lassow  
Grace Bach

YOUTH FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:

Jerry Lee Pitter 
Charlene Spiegelman
Dr. David Silberman 
Gerald & Joan Kirshenbaum
IN HONOR OF:

Jonathan Sagel’s Graduation 
The Schur Family
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*DONATIONS PROCESSED APRIL 1 - MAY 31, 2021*



IN MEMORIAM
DR. YONA DIANE VICTOR SMIRNOFF

Mother of Ellen Esther Smirnoff, stepmother of 

Anastasia L. Zaikina (Carlos Estrada), wife of the 

late Leoniwd Smirnoff

 LAWRENCE “LARRY” LIPMAN
Husband of Debra Lipman, father of Bryan and 

Lauren Lipman

BARRY STEINBERG
Father of Dan (Dr. Joselyn) Nesson, grandfather 

of Claire and Logan

HAROLD OSTRAND
Father of Karen (Clifford) Zeller, grandfather of 

Ben (Emily), Matt (Qiao Zheng) and Jon, and the 

great-grandfather of Laurel and Holly

DAVID SILBERMAN
Husband of  Susan Silberman, father of Scott, 

Andrea and Mark Silberman

LEWIS SAPIRO
Husband of Estelle Meskin, father, of Tom and 

Jim
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KEEP UP WITH TEMPLE SINAI ON OUR SOCIAL MEDIA:

facebook.com/TempleSinai 
facebook.com/SinaiDenverRS
facebook.com/TempleSinaiPreSchoolDenver

instagram.com/temple_sinai



STAFF:
RICHARD RHEINS
Senior Rabbi 
ext. 307 
rabrheins@sinaidenver.org 

JORDY CALLMAN 
Assistant Rabbi
ext. 306 
rabbicallman@sinaidenver.org 

RAYMOND ZWERIN 
Rabbi Emeritus
 ext. 304 

LISA THORNER 
Executive Director 
ext. 315 
lisa@sinaidenver.org 

LAUREN BUBIS 
Administrative Assistant 
ext. 322 
lauren@sinaidenver.org 

SHANA COHEN
Administrative Assistant 
ext. 334
shana@sinaidenver.org

CARLY COONS  
Director of Mental Wellness & 
Special Events
ext. 324 
carly@sinaidenver.org

RON LEFF 
Director of Education 
ext. 308 
ron@sinaidenver.org 

MELISSA MAAHS
Staff Accountant 
ext. 314 
finance@sinaidenver.org 

KELSEY OLIVER 
Preschool Operations Manager
303.759.0755 
kelsey@sinaidenver.org 

SHEILA PURDIN 
Director of Early Childhood 
Education 
303.759.0755 
sheila@sinaidenver.org 

MARA SIMON 
Controller 
ext. 309
mara@sinaidenver.org 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President - David Eisner 
Past President - Fred Leviton
Vice President - Stephanie Podolak  
Vice President - Bruce Tully  
Vice President - Stephen Weinstein 
Treasurer - Vicki Goldman 
Secretary - Kathy Zeiger 
Past President - Bob Steine

Erwin Gelfand
Rebecca Hea
Lauren Kimball
David Solomon
Terri Tilliss
Marshall Tobin
Lisa Meer Weiss

Temple Sinai 
3509 S. Glencoe Street 
Denver, CO 80237-1018 
303-759-1827 
www.sinaidenver.org
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