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UPCOMING EVENTS
FEBRUARY 2018

THURSDAY | 2.1
12:00p Lunch & Learn
7:00p ITJ

FRIDAY | 2.2
6:00p Campfire Shabbat
7:00p Erev Shabbat Service

SATURDAY | 2.3
Yitro
8:00a PaRDeS
9:00a Shabbat Morning Minyan
9:00a 6th Grade Shabbaton
10:30a Torah Study

SUNDAY | 2.4
9:00a Religious School
9:00a Rabbi Rheins Responsa II Sinai Sundays
9:00a Sinai Sundays “Prayerbook Hebrew” with
Rabbi Susan Rheins
10:45a Sinai Sundays “Modern Hebrew” with
Nevet Montgomery
12:00p Meretz & Ruach Krav Maga
12:00p Kindergarten Mazel Together Program

TUESDAY | 2.6
8:00a CERT Training
11:00a - 9:00p Restaurant Day
California Pizza Kitchen

THURSDAY | 2.8
12:00p Lunch & Learn
6:30p Executive Committee Meeting
7:00p ITJ

FRIDAY | 2.9
6:00p Erev Shabbat Service
7:00p Experience Shabbat

SATURDAY | 2.10
Shabbat Shekalim, Parshat Mishpatim
9:00a Shabbat Morning Minyan
10:30a Torah Study
10:30a B/M Ella Schanman
10:30a B/M Sophie Harris

SUNDAY | 2.11
9:00a Religious School
9:00a Jewish War Veterans
9:00a Sinai Sundays “Prayerbook Hebrew” with
Rabbi Susan Rheins
10:00a Knitting for Charity
10:00a 2-3 Youth Group in Class
10:45a New Baby Welcome Service
12:00p Youth Choir
12:00p First Grade Family Get Together

WEDNESDAY | 2.14
9:00a Preschool Daddies & Donuts
6:00p Religious School

WEDNESDAY | 2.7
8:00a CERT Training
10:00a NCJW Meeting
6:00p Religious School
6:30p Lifelong Jewish Learning - Dr. Jonathan Sciarcon
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THURSDAY | 2.15
Rosh Chodesh Adar
9:00a Preschool Daddies & Donuts
12:00p Lunch & Learn
7:00p ITJ

SHEVAT / ADAR 5778

FRIDAY | 2.16
Rosh Chodesh Adar
7:00p Erev Shabbat Service

SATURDAY | 2.17
Terumah
8:00a PaRDeS
9:00a Shabbat Morning Minyan
10:30a Torah Study
10:30a B/M Service Madison & Ryland Boxer
5:00p B/M Service Sebastian Goldberg

SUNDAY | 2.18
President’s Day Weekend
No Religious School

MONDAY | 2.19
President’s Day
No Preschool
Offices Closed

FRIDAY | 2.23
5:30p Erev Shabbat Service Welcoming New Members
6:15p New Member Dinner

SATURDAY | 2.24
Parshat Zachor Tetzaveh
9:00a Shabbat Morning Minyan
10:30a Torah Study
10:30a B/M Rori Prilik
5:00p Todd Siler Art Exhibit at Temple Sinai

SUNDAY | 2.25
9:00a Sinai Sundays “Prayerbook Hebrew” with
Rabbi Susan
9:00a Religious School
12:00p JYG & TSYG Big/Little Event

TUESDAY | 2.27
7:00p Psychic Medium Rebecca Rosen at

WEDNESDAY | 2.28
WEDNESDAY | 2.21
5:00p TMG & Youth Choir Purim Rehearsal
5:15p Pizza in the Lounge
6:00p Religious School
6:30p Lifelong Jewish Learning featuring
Abe Wagner and Dr. David Shander

THURSDAY | 2.22
11:00a Healing Service
12:00p Lunch & Learn
1:15p Encore Mitzvah Day
6:00p Bible, Beers & Brotherhood
6:30p Board Meeting
7:00p ITJ

Erev Purim
10:00a Preschool Purim Celebrations
11:00a Book Club
6:00p Purim Service
6:00p Religious School
7:00p Purim Shpiel with TMG & Youth Choir

Call or Email Brandy Conner at
303.759.1827 or brandy@sinaidenver.org
if you wish to change your mailing
preference of future Keshers.
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ARTICLES
A MESSAGE FROM
RABBI RHEINS
Adar is Coming --- Let’s Usher
in a Spring of Peace and Joy!
With the start of the Hebrew month of Adar
we start the countdown to Spring. The frosty
chill of Winter starts to recede, the days grow
noticeably longer, and this year, since the first
day of Rosh Chodesh Adar is the evening of
February 14, it also ushers in a time of enhanced
romance! Thus it is taught, mi-shenikhnas Adar
marbim b’simchah, “With the start of the month of
Adar our happiness is greatly increased.”
The highlight of Adar is the joyous celebration
of Purim. On Purim we read Megillat Esther and
recall how the Jewish community of ancient
Persia was saved by a remarkable young woman.
On the surface, Esther was the most unlikely of
heroines.
Like all the Jews of Persia, she was a descendant
of the exiles of Judea after its destruction by
the Babylonians. Her parents died when she
was a child and she was raised by her cousin
Mordechai. It was not easy being a Jew in
Persia’s capital of Shushan. Indeed, Mordechai
advised her to conceal the fact that she was a
Jew. She shuddered in fear as she witnessed
firsthand the evil planned by the vicious antiSemitism of Haman. But with God’s help, Esther
and Mordechai heroically saved our people.
The number of Anti-Semitic acts committed
in 2017 in the United States has more than
doubled compared to the already escalating rate
in 2015. The perpetrators of hatred are found on
both the extreme left and right. Many are using
the camouflage of “simply” being anti-Israel to
justify attacking Jews in this country and around
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the world. Some don the cloak of pseudointellectualism; others bluntly wear the colors
of neo-Nazis. They all have a common goal:
the elimination of Israel and the destruction of
Judaism. But we have faced bullies and tyrants
before. We know that the best defenses are
preparedness, awareness, and our irrepressible
spirit --- our love of life.
Purim comes to chase away the darkness. It
comes to thaw the oppressive cold. It comes to
warm our hearts with the joy and laughter that
comes from the knowledge that in every age
we have found a way not only to survive but to
thrive.
So be sure to join us for this year’s Purim
celebrations and add your spirit to the
strengthening of our people and our faith. This
year’s Purim begins on Wednesday, February
28 with a traditional service and the reading of
Megillat Esther at 6pm. Immediately afterwards
(7:00P) we’ll join in the Zwerin sanctuary with
hundreds of our Religious School students to
share in a fun shpiel and to sing the songs of
Purim and freedom. Dress up, bring a noise
maker, and let’s usher in a Spring of Peace and
Joy!
T’hiyeh Adar l’hakhnis simchah, May the coming
month of Adar bring increased joy to you, your
loved ones and to all the world!
B’vrakhah,
Rick
Rabbi Rick Rheins

CHEERING FOR SINAI SPIRIT
There are no lazy Sundays for Emerson Hostetler
and Carter Steine. They have way too much
cheer and drive to simply wait for the world
to reveal itself. No, a typical Sunday for Carter
and Emerson starts simply enough with 9am
Temple Sinai Religious School where they greet
all their friends. Both have attended Temple
Sinai Religious School since kindergarten. They
are focused on their religious education. They
love to learn Torah, Jewish customs and rituals.
They put a tremendous amount of effort into
their studies. After class, rather than go home or
join friends at the park, these two go for a quick
wardrobe change and head to Mile High stadium
as Junior Denver Broncos cheerleaders.
Emerson is in year four as a Broncos cheerleader,
Carter year five. Both see themselves as role
models. “It’s a lot of work to cheer…much harder
than it looks. But when you see the little kids
mimicking your dance steps, it makes us realize
that younger kids are looking up to us,” says
Carter Steine. Emerson Hostetler agrees with
her best friend. “Even though I know the steps,
it’s really hard to teach other kids to follow our
moves.”
Carter and Emerson juggle the role of Temple
Sinai student and Broncos cheerleader on

Sundays. Both have put in many hours and take
each role seriously. Both began dancing at age
two. “Whenever I heard a song, my feet just
started moving”, says Carter. Emerson splits
her time between ballet, guitar, percussion,
cheerleading, secular studies and religious
school.
Their cheerleading for the Broncos leads them
onto the field either pregame or at halftime.
But it doesn’t stop there. Their duties include
attending charity events to raise money for the
Ronald McDonald House and Race for Leukemia.
“We see our cheerleading as an extension of our
Torah learning - we are repairing the world,”
stated Emerson.
Back at 11am on Sunday at Religious School,
Carter and Emerson’s minds begin to wander.
But then they quickly refocus on their studies.
They know what it means to work at something
in order to become great. They know how hard
it is to teach dance to the little kids who mimic
their cheers at Mile High stadium. Because of
this, when they see the Temple Sinai Religious
School teachers at the front of their class, they
have the utmost respect for them. For they are
mastering a new craft in Judaism to become
B’not Mitzvah, carrying on our traditions and
cheering for Torah.
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TODD SILER’S ART OF FREEDOM
The New Haggadah is Finally Available!
Over the past four years, Temple Sinai has
used The New Haggadah, Celebrating Freedom
written by Rabbis Rick & Susan Rheins. The new
text and the phenomenal artwork of Temple
Sinai member Todd Siler, an internationally
acclaimed artist, was so popular that many
have wanted to acquire copies for their own
families and friends. After refining the text,
layout and printing, we are proud to announce
that copies of The New Haggadah are available
for purchase.
For those who want to know “mah nishtanah--what’s different about this Haggadah?”
Know that The New Haggadah is designed
for modern families. Traditional liturgy
predominates, but greater emphasis has been
given to the original story in the Torah. Some of
the Medieval passages have been pared away
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in order to focus on the essential message in
the Torah of freedom, courage and hope. Since
Moses is central to the Torah’s Passover story,
his presence is also felt in this Haggadah. In
addition, the women who played heroic roles,
Miriam, Shifrah and Puah, are also highlighted
in The New Haggadah.
The creations of renowned artist Todd Siler
adorn the pages of The New Haggadah. They
complement the text with captivating images
that promote personal introspection and
summon group dialogue in the retelling of our
story of the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt.
To purchase The New Haggadah, please
contact our main offices at 303-759-1827
or visit our website at sinaidenver.org.
You can discover more about Todd’s
art on his website:
http://www.toddsilerart.com/bio.html

Todd Siler is a Temple Sinai member, a graduate
of Bowdoin College, the first visual artist PhD
from MIT, and cerebralist melding abstract
and representational forms with sensual
and conceptual elements, using all mediums
and means of communicating. For the past
three decades, he’s explored the nature of
the human mind and creative process: how
we think, create, learn, invent, innovate, and
communicate. His art shows how the mind
is connected to all of its creations: from the
words we use to describe our thoughts and
feelings to the technologies we build to see
everything in the world words cannot fully
describe.
It was this cerebralism that led Rabbis Rick
and Susan Rheins to collaborate with Todd
on Celebrating Freedom: The New Haggadah.
The cover of the Haggadah is adorned with an
original painting “The Light of Freedom”, the
pinnacle story of the Israelites’ exodus from
Egypt leading us into Eretz Yisrael.
Cerebralism
encompasses
all
forms
and expressions of art. Through art, we
can connect and transform everything
(information, knowledge, ideas, experiences)
to create new meanings and purpose. Art
makes life meaningful. It inspires wonder,

while challenging the limits of our vision and
imagination. Todd conveyed these messages
in our new Haggadah with brilliant detail
and depth. On February 24 at 5:00P, we will
be hosting Todd Siler’s Art of Freedom and
ArtNano Innovations in an art exhibit at
Temple Sinai.
The exhibit will showcase premiere pieces
from the new Haggadah, along with 12
additional framed artworks that are part of the
ArtNanoInnovations series entitled “Climate
Change: How it Affects You and 7.5 Billion
Other People”. Premiere and other pieces
will be available for purchase. This event has
limited space available.
Todd Siler’s artwork is publicly held by the
Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York),
Museum of Modern Art (New York), M.I.T.
Art Collection (Cambridge), Pushkin Fine
Arts Museum (Moscow) and Solomon R.
Guggenheim Museum (New York).
For more information, please feel free to
contact me at lorne@sinaidenver.org or our
offices at (303)759-1827.
Lorne Maltenfort
Executive Director
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A MESSAGE FROM
LAWRENCE JACOBSON,
TEMPLE SINAI PRESIDENT
In late December, it is natural
for me to look forward– to
make plans, set goals, and
otherwise get organized
for the coming year. At
Temple Sinai we have a very
ambitious agenda for 2018;
please allow me to lay out
several of the key initiatives which we plan to
pursue during 2018:
1. Listening Campaign Part II: The final
Listening Campaign II session occurred in
early December; the data from the various
sessions is being compiled and will be utilized
as a guide for the initiatives discussed below
– but in particular with regard to the Office
Structure Reorganization and the Strategic
Plan. We had originally intended to report on
the Listening Campaign II data in January, but
since the Listening Campaign is so integrally
related to the Strategic Plan, we will present
the Listening Campaign II results at the same
time as the Strategic Plan at a congregational
meeting to be scheduled for March or April.
2. Office Structure Reorganization: In an
effort to provide clearer goals and direction
to our very busy and capable staff while also
providing greater service to our congregation
and community, we have been working on a
new organizational structure with revised
job descriptions for our staff. This initiative
has been led by our Executive Committee and
Board, with significant input from our staff
as well as the URJ, other congregations and
experienced outside advisors. All of our staff
will remain after the new structure is adopted
– plus we will have new team members in new
roles so that we can improve our service and
efficiency. This initiative will be completed in
the January/February time frame.
3. Strategic Plan: Many will be surprised to
know that in its history, Temple Sinai has never
had a Strategic Plan. As part of our continuing
effort to be more transparent, more goaloriented and more accountable, the Strategic
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Plan Committee (led by Lane Feingold and
with help from Amy Rittenberg, Kathy Zeiger,
David Frieder and Ed Schenkein) is close to
presenting to the Board a Strategic Plan for our
Temple. This plan will be vetted by the Board
and ultimately presented to the congregation
for review, comment and approval during the
aforementioned congregational meeting in
March or April.
4. Building our Future and “Burning our
Mortgage”: We were very fortunate to
have raised significant funds during 2017
related to Building Our Future, including a
very generous donation ($500,000) from an
anonymous donor. Look for a new fundraising
initiative this spring aimed at finalizing the
Building our Future campaign, culminating in
a commemoration where we will celebrate the
retirement of our mortgage.
5. Rebranding and New Website: We have
been working on a new branding strategy for
our Temple, as well as improving our social
media presence. As we move through the
rebranding process, we will also relaunch the
Temple Sinai website, which will be more user
friendly, contain more information and feature
a different color palette. All of these upgrades
will help us to more effectively communicate
Temple
Sinai’s
spiritual,
educational,
programmatic and social messages.
6. By-Laws Update: Our Temple By-Laws
originated in the 1960s and have been
amended countless times on a piecemeal basis
during our fifty-year history, so that today they
are a patchwork of concepts from different
eras. While our bylaws do “work”, there are
inconsistencies and ambiguities which require
a legal and drafting update. This initiative
requires volunteers from the congregation to
assist in the updating effort. The Board will
form a committee to oversee this process and
attorneys’ and interested parties’ assistance
will be requested and greatly appreciated.

As you can see, there is plenty for us to
accomplish during 2018 – in addition
to providing the high quality spiritual,
educational, programmatic and social services
which our extraordinarily dedicated and
productive staff accomplishes on a daily basis.
We have asked or will ask for assistance from
our congregation in the accomplishment of
these initiatives; thank you to everyone who
has or will volunteer to support our Temple
and help us to continue to improve and grow.

CHRISTMAS MITZVAH
IN THE PARK
Temple Sinai volunteers and friends arrived at
Lincoln Park at 10:00am on Christmas Day to
discover over 1,000 people in need lining up at
5:30am. Our volunteers set up tables of free
hats, gloves and scarves. Temple Sinai itself
had seven tables stocked with the preferred
goods, along with bags and boxes filled to
capacity. There were an eyeopening amount
of people in need. In fact, we only had one
box left which we delivered to Jewish Family
Service.
Temple Sinai brought 25 out of the 600+
volunteers. We had significant donations from
the Brotherhood, the Sunday Knitting for
Charity and Kavod Knitting Group.

Thank You immensely to our volunteers!
Paul and Susan Levine
Fred Abrams
Linda, Alan Yoelin and their children
Lisa and Steven Friedman
Ruth and Jack Cohen and their children,
Madeline and Ross
Lorie and Will Klumb
Barry Seidenstat and Deanne Durfee and their
children, Sam and Andrew
Linda Dorfman
Gilberto Avelenda
Glenda
Gary and Nancy Eisenberg
April and Steven Block

Starbucks donated coffee and Dunkin’
Donuts supplied donuts for the Temple Sinai
volunteers. Old Navy at Araphoe Crossings
gave huge discounts on clearance items. The
report from After Hours stated that we gave
out 500 new coats, 700+ new bed rolls, and
1200 freshly made burgers to those in need.
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TEMPLE SINAI’S 15 YEAR
PARTNERSHIP WITH HABITAT
INTERFAITH ALLIANCE:
Building Homes, Building Hopes,
Building Community
Temple Sinai has been an integral part of
Habitat Interfaith Alliance (HIA) for 15 years.
We are a dedicated group of representatives
from 13 interfaith congregations in the
Denver Metro area. Since HIA began in
2001, Sinai members have joined together
with congregants from Catholic, Protestant,
Unitarian and Jewish faiths to build more than
just homes. We have fulfilled the dreams of 15
families by providing safe, affordable housing
for 21 grateful parents and their children.
HIA is one of only 2 interfaith affiliates
under the umbrella organization, Habitat for
Humanity Metro Denver, which has built or
repaired 738 homes in the Denver metro area
and 1,567 homes internationally since 1979 .
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the planning, fundraising, and home builds,
we continue to demonstrate that people of
different backgrounds, faiths and cultures can
create something much more than mortar and
bricks. We are building community, addressing
long term poverty and homelessness, and
making positive connections among each
of the volunteers who participates in these
efforts.
Currently there are 15-20 HIA representatives
among the different congregations. They show
great diversity in their talents and areas of
expertise but are similar in their commitment
and dedication.
At Temple Sinai, we need more members to
become part of our HIA committee. As you
read this, maybe some of you will decide that
HIA is something you would like to be a part of.
Please check out our website at
www.hiadenver.org and contact
Lisa Friedman at binsy49@gmail.com

HIA relies on four main fundraisers yearly, in
addition to donations from our congregants,
to achieve the $85,000 needed to reach our
home sponsorship goal. What you may not
know is that this funding not only builds a home
for Denver residents but also sponsors a home
build in a developing country each year. That’s
30 homes both here and abroad over the past
15 years!! This April we will be building our
16th home for Ali Hussein, his wife, Juda and
their 3 children, who immigrated to Colorado
4 years ago after Ali served as an interpreter
for the United States military in Iraq. If you
are interested in making a positive impact on
individuals and their families, supporting HIA
is an opportunity to do just
that!

Past and Future Fundraising Events for 2018
HIA hosts an annual community wide
Soup Cook Off, on February 17th, at First
Universalist Unitarian Church, one of our
partner congregations. Not only does it help
raise funds for our yearly home builds, but it is
also a fun way to support HIA without having
to wear a hard hat or swing a hammer. All you
are expected to do is come hungry and enjoy
soups, desserts and live music. Rabbis Rick
and Susan Rheins continue to participate as
enthusiastic soup judges and supporters.

Within Habitat Interfaith Alliance, we may not
share the same faith, but we do share the same
values, especially the idea of Tikun Olam.
By working together over the years during

JUNE 11, 2018
Golf Classic at Inverness Resort and Golf
Club. Sign up to play in a four-some
Contact Lisa Friedman at
binsy49@gmail.com

MARCH 17, 2018 6:30-9:00P
Concert by Rabbi Joe Black at
The Mercury Cafe
Tickets $25.

FROM THE CANTOR'S DESK:
Every two years, the Union for Progressive
Judaism (URJ) holds a Biennial Conference where
Rabbis, Cantors, Educators, Executive Directors,
Directors of youth and programing, board
members and congregants from congregations
around the country gather together to learn,
worship, exchange ideas and experiences. I had
the good fortune to, once again, attend the URJ
Biennial in Boston this past December.

sense of peace, a quiet time, others to engage with
singing and movement. I have all of this, all of you,
and your possible specific circumstances in mind
when selecting music for the service. I try to use
melodies that will serve everybody at some point. I
know that not every tune will work for everybody
all the time, but I can hope that some will, at times,
meet people where they are and bring them
together.

One of the highlights of the Biennial is Shabbat
services: Five thousand people singing, clapping,
reflecting, listening, laughing together. It’s
certainly one of the most inspiring experiences
any Jew can have! Although anybody that has ever
attended can agree with this, almost everybody
also inevitably will agree that, at every Biennial
service, there’s been a tune, or two... maybe even
three that they didn’t like. Ok, I’m being generous.
They might even say that they hated the Bar’chu, or
V’shamru! Music touches us to our core, and music
at worship can be the vehicle that we ride in search
to connect with God, the mystery of the universe,
or our inner selves. This is why feelings are so
intense, both when we like a tune as well as when
we dislike it. A melody that we like and touches us
can be an instrument to elevate our prayers and
thoughts, but a melody that doesn’t move us can
make prayer impossible. At least, that’s how many
of us experience it.

I try to introduce new tunes relatively often. This
isn’t stubbornness, I promise! It’s true that as
a Cantor I want to experiment with different
melodies because that makes it refreshing to me
as well. But new melodies have specific uses within
worship: for example, sharing a new melody at the
beginning of the service helps to level the field,
and make sure not only the regulars but also those
who are new to Sinai, and perhaps new to worship
all together, can feel welcomed. What is new to
everybody makes us all equal!

Cantor Ellen Dreskin, one of the jewels of the
Reform Movement, offered a wonderful workshop
during the last Biennial. She talked about how
common this love/hate relationship between
congregants and tunes is, and she asked us Cantors
the following questions: “Are you transparent
with your congregants?” “Do you share with them
what is that you hope for them during a particular
service?” These two questions have stayed with
me for weeks now. I believe that I owe you that
transparency, and so I decided to share some of the
things that almost always guide me in constructing
the musical elements of any worship experience.
I see worship at synagogue as a communal practice.
This seems almost obvious; if I want a moment of
prayer that is exactly and only what I need, I would
pray at home and not come to shul. We come to
shul looking for a sense of community in prayer,
and yet everybody brings to services a unique
need: some might join in to celebrate a simcha,
some to recite Kaddish. Some are looking for a

I’m always asking myself how I’m going to measure
participation at services. This one is extremely
important because I often discover that people
tend to understand participation almost
exclusively as vocal participation. That is, only if
people are singing along, or reading along, are they
participating. I disagree with this. What about the
person who is participating by choosing a different
reading that they do silently because it speaks
to them more than a certain tune or the reading
done out loud? What about the person who
rejoices in listening to the melodies and voices of
congregants singing around him or her, but prefers
to stay quiet? We have different personalities and
different ways in which we engage and participate.
I see participation in all of these practices, as well
as in the feedback you give after services (note
that if you are asleep at services, then I know you
are not participating!).
As I try to be transparent with you, I would love to
turn this into a conversation. If you are reading this
and would like to engage in conversations about
worship, I leave you with these questions: What
does and doesn’t work for you during worship?,
What does communal prayer mean to you?, What
do you think your responsibility as a congregant at
the moment of worship should be? I would love to
hear from you!

Sincerely,
Cantor Sheila Nesis
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YOUTH SOCIETY
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
STAY IN THE KNOW
Home-School communication is important,
especially during urgent times. Together with
the Preschool, our Temple Sinai Religious
School is now using EZ Texting, a SMS text
messaging system, to immediately share
information related to school closures due to
weather or other concerns.
Should there be a school closure, a message
will be sent to all cell phone numbers listed on
your Temple Sinai account.
If you do not have a cell phone number on
file or want to add an additional cell phone
number, please contact Brandy Conner at
brandy@sinaidenver.org.

DOES YOUR CHILD TURN
13 IN 2019 OR 2020?
WE ARE ASSIGNING
B’NEI MITZVAH
DATES FOR 2020!
It is never too late to have our children
experience the life-affirming joy and pride of
accomplishment by leading a service as a Bar
or Bat Mitzvah. Each year around 60 students
become Bar or Bat Mitzvah at Temple Sinai.
The 2019 schedule is almost filled up, and we
have just started to assign the 2020 dates.
If you have a child who will turn 13 (or older)
in 2020 and you do not yet have a reserved
date for a service, please call Rabbi Rick or
Rabbi Susan Rheins and we’ll answer all your
questions and help you find a date that works
for your family.
Date selection request forms also are available
in the Temple Sinai office and can be mailed
directly to you. Know that our clergy work
personally with each student and his/her
family to help create a memorable celebration
that will bring a lifetime of blessings.
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PRESCHOOL
TEMPLE SINAI
PRESCHOOL IS ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS FOR THE
UPCOMING 2018/2019
SCHOOL YEAR!
Are you or someone you know looking for an
excellent preschool for a little one? Navigating
the sea of early childhood education choices in
Denver can be daunting. As parents, we know
you want the very best for your children and your
family. At Temple Sinai Preschool we offer “the
very best”: a warm, safe, caring, educational and
inclusive environment where children are happy
and thrive. We are licensed through the state of
Colorado and provide an emergent curriculum
that allows us to guide each child through his or
her learning journey to create a lifelong love of
learning.

also represent parents’ first Jewish
educational choice, one that can propel
them on a lifelong Jewish journey. While
educational quality of ECE centers must
be high – and is a key factor in selecting
an ECE center – Jewish Millennials and
Gen Xers primarily choose quality Jewish
preschools because they seek a network
of other Jewish parents with whom they
can build community. The Jewish peer
groups preschools create are predictive
of future, deeper Jewish engagement for
both parents and children.

Our program gives families the opportunity
to develop long-term involvement in Jewish
life through connections with our synagogue,
new friends, and meaningful enriching Jewish
communal experiences designed for the entire
family. Our program includes a parent tot class
which meets once a week, as well as a variety
of preschool class schedules for children 18
months through Pre-K. We also offer extended
hours for families who need care from 7:00A to
6:00P.

Jewish tradition teaches that
“with each child the world begins anew.”
Please contact the preschool through our
website at www.sinaidenver.org or call our
offices at 303-759-0755 to schedule a tour,
register your child, or ask any questions you
may have about our wonderful preschool.

In a recent article, Cathy Rolland, Director of
ECE and Family Engagement Initiatives for the
Union of Reform Judaism, wrote:
Preschool years are a critical time in the
development of cognition, personality and
identity – including religious identity. On
top of this, when children enjoy Jewish
learning and rituals at school, they bring
them home and the family has these
Jewish experiences together. Preschools
15

YOUTH GROUPS

JYG LEADERSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES!

PIZZA IN
THE LOUNGE!

We have held several JYG Leadership Team
Meetings during the fall semester & they were
a great success! If your teen is interested
in taking a leadership role (planning events,
getting people involved, learning new
leadership skills, etc..) in the Spring, please
send Julia an email (julia@sinaidenver.org)
with your child’s name and grade!

4th - 12th graders, come hang out, eat
dinner, catch up with friends and play in the
Youth Lounge from 5:15P - 6:00P!
The cost is only $5!

SPRING SEMESTER DATES:
•
•
•
•

Wednesday, February 21
Wednesday, March 14
Wednesday, April 18
Wednesday, May 2

WE WILL MEET ON:
• Wednesday, February 21 at 5:00 - 6:00P
• Sunday, March 11 at 12:00 - 1:30P
• Wednesday, April 25 at 5:00 - 6:00P

OFFICE HOURS

JYG AND TSYG
BIG/LITTLE EVENT!

Two Wednesdays a month, the youth
lounge will be open from 4:00 - 6:00P!

FEBRUARY 25, 2018 | 12:00P - 3:00P
JYG (6th- 8th) and TSYG (9th-12th) are joining
forces for a fun filled afternoon for all ages. We
will be meeting at Temple Sinai in the youth
lounge at 12:00P for lunch and mixers before
starting our Big/Little program!

MERETZ & RUACH
KRAV MAGA
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4
Join Meretz (K-2nd) & Ruach (3rd-5th) for a
fun afternoon of Israeli self defense! We have
invited Nate, the most hilarious Krav Maga
instructor, back for a full hour of professional
Krav Maga instruction! This is a marvelous
event and we hope to see you there!
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Come hang out, snack, work on
homework, or just chat with me!

SPRING SEMESTER DATES:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

February 7
February 21
March 7
March 14
April 11
April 18
May 2

PARENT VOLUNTEERS
Want to get involved in our
Youth Group community?
Want to help out with programs or
behind the scenes work?
Contact Julia Teitell at 303-759-1827
or julia@sinaidenver.org

MAKE YOUR OWN
PURIM MASK
(Mask Templates on the back of this page)
YOU WILL NEED:
• Craft foam
• Scissors
• Elastic thread
• Craft needle with an eye big enough to thread the elastic thread
• Things to decorate your mask (colorful jewels, feathers, and pom poms)
• Glitter glue, white craft glue, and/or a hot glue gun
First, you will need to cut your mask out of the
craft foam. I’ve created a template for you to
make the cutting process easier. You can print
it out and lay it over your craft foam to use as a
pattern, or just go crazy with scissors and create
your own unique shape.
Cutting the eye holes can be tricky. I’ve found
the best way is to fold the mask over at the eye
location and cut a small snip. Then fold the mask
in the opposite direction and cut another slit
This will give you a small “X” that marks the spot
where the eye holes should go. Just make sure
to keep the eye holes roughly three inches apart.
Now it’s time to decorate! Go wild with glitter
glue, jewels, feathers and pom poms. Just
remember that everything needs to dry before
it can be worn. The thicker the glue, the longer
it will take to dry.
Once everything has dried on your masks, it’s
time to add your stretchy elastic thread so it
can be worn. Thread your craft needle with
about 10 inches of elastic thread, then push it
gently through the mask, about a half inch from
the outside edge of one eye hole. Pull it through
and tie a knot. Poke another hole on the other
side and tie a knot on there too.
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WORSHIP
NEW BABY
WELCOME SERVICE
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11 AT 10:45A
Temple Sinai parents who have welcomed
a baby into the world from January 2017 –
December 2017 are invited to a New Baby
Welcome Service and brunch on Sunday,
February 11 at 10:45A. During the service,
the babies will be presented a special keepsake
gift.
If you are expecting or have a new
arrival, please let us know!
Kindly RSVP to Lisa Thorner,
lisa@sinaidenver.org or 303-759-1827.

SERVICES
FEBRUARY 2

Campfire Shabbat, 6:00P
Traditional Erev Shabbat service, 7:00P

FEBRUARY 9

Traditional Erev Shabbat service, 6:00P
Experience Shabbat, 7:00P

FEBRUARY 16

Erev Shabbat service, 7:00P

FEBRUARY 23

Traditional Erev Shabbat service, 5:30P
New members’ dinner immediately following in
East Social Hall, 6:15P

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28

Traditional Purim Service and
Megillah Reading 6:00 - 7:00P
Shpiel and Purim Song-fest 7:00 - 8:00P

THURSDAY, MARCH 1
Purim service at 10:00A

MARCH 2

HEALING SERVICE

Traditional Erev Shabbat service, 6:00P
Experience Shabbat, 7:00P

For our Healing Service, we gather together
for prayers, meditations & the warm embrace
of friends to renew our sense of hope, strength
and healing.

Annual Purim Carnival 11:00A-2:00P

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 11:00A

SUNDAY, MARCH 4

The Healing Service is for those who are struggling with their health. The Healing Service is
for those are struggling with sadness and grief.
The Healing Service is for care givers who
seek inspiration as they pray for the welfare of
loved ones.
All are welcome.
If you are unable to attend the service, just
send Rabbi Rheins the name(s) of the loved
ones you would like mentioned during our
prayers. And be sure to let them know that
they are in all of our thoughts and prayers.

MARCH 9

Erev Shabbat service with TMG, 7:00P

MARCH 16

Traditional Erev Shabbat service, 6:00P

MARCH 23

Traditional Erev Shabbat service, 6:00P

MARCH 30

No Friday evening service. 1st night of
Pesach.

MARCH 31
First Day Pesach

Shabbat Service, 10:00A
Second night Seder at Temple Sinai, 5:30P

APRIL 6

“Let My People Go” Campfire Shabbat, 6:00P
Traditional Erev Shabbat service, 7:00P

APRIL 7
Shabbat Pesach

Shabbat Service with Yizkor, 10:00A
Matzah Brei Brunch, 12:00P
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ADULT PROGRAMMING
SINAI CIRCLE
BUILDING OUR ENDOWMENT

Temple Sinai, as everyone understands,
finances its current operating expenses
through our members’ dues, occasional
donations, and special fund-raising events
(sponsored by the Temple or its auxiliary
organizations). Also, Sinai receives a very
modest income from its endowment fund.
Most sizeable, responsible non-profit
organizations maintain an endowment fund.
The purpose at Sinai: (a) To provide funds
for capital improvements or repairs to our
physical facilities; (b) To alleviate some of the
ever-present pressures to pay for current
operations; and (c) To provide for special
programming and projects, or unexpected
emergencies, which cannot be included in our
operating budget.
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Simply stated, Temple Sinai’s endowment
program is an effort to educate our members
and friends on the crucial need for long-term
investment moneys. This means encouraging
all of us loyalists to provide for Temple Sinai
in our estate plans – usually by will, trust,
life insurance, or other strategies. Recently,
Temple Sinai competed with many other local
Jewish non-profits, hoping to be selected
by the Grinspoon Foundation and Rose
Community Foundation for their intensive
program. This program provides well-tested
advice, nurtures the Temple’s own leadership,
and counsels the Temple on discrete, goalsetting steps for endowment-building. Our
endowment committee will be spearheading
this effort. Every Sinai member will learn more
about this program and will be encouraged
to “remember” Temple Sinai in his/her/their
estate plans (thereby becoming a “member” of
Sinai Circle). This is a “promise now, but pay in
the future” effort to perpetuate the financial
longevity of our Temple and its role in Reform
Judaism.
To become a Sinai Circle Member,
please contact Lorne Maltenfort at
lorne@sinaidenver.org

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS
FOR TEMPLE SINAI'S
SOCIAL ACTION TEAM
Do you have a cause that you are passionate
about? Do you want to get involved in one of
Temple Sinai’s many social action projects or
start one of your own? Tukkun Olam, repairing
the world, is a basic tenant of Judaism and
an intrinsic part of Temple Sinai. Many of our
congregants are already involved in social
action projects, but the Social Action Team
would like to help spearhead individual projects
or possibly quarterly projects that the whole
Temple can support together. Please come to
our first organizational meeting on February
13 at 6:30pm in the Temple Sinai Study so we
can discuss and plan 2018 projects. Everyone
welcome from teens to beyond!
If you have any questions, please contact
Sandy Korn at 303-437-8624 or Barb Lettes
at 303-721-9805.

BOOK CLUB
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28
11:00A - 12:30P
“Native: Dispatches From An
Israeli-Palestine Life” by Sayed Kashua
(NF, 2016, 304 pages)
Facilitator Marsha Gold

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28
11:00A - 12:30P
“The Woman Who Defied Kings:
The Life and Times of Dona Gracia Nasi” by
Andree Aelion Brooks (NF, 2002, 281 pages)

INTRODUCTION
TO JUDAISM
If you are interested in learning about
Judiasm please contact Betsy Epel,
the Director of the ITJ program at
720-941-2655 or rmrcitj@gmail.com.

JEWISH WAR VETERANS
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 11, 9:00A
AT TEMPLE SINAI.

Kevin Pharris of Denver History Tours will be
speaking about the Judaic History of Denver.
Please join us for our delicious breakfast at
9:00A followed by this special speaker.
For more information please call Ruth at
303-955-6974. Hold the date for upcoming
meetings March 11, and April 8.

BIBLE, BEERS, &
BROTHERHOOD

BEREAVEMENT
SUPPORT GROUP
Rafael Spiritual Healing Services, a program
of Jewish Family Service Mental Health
Specialists and the Jewish Community
Chaplaincy, is offering a bereavement group
for people who have experienced the loss of a
loved one.
The group will run on Wednesdays from 2:00
to 3:30P, beginning January 24 through March
14 at Jewish Family Service, 3201 South
Tamarac Drive in Denver. Participants are
asked to make a commitment to attend all eight
sessions. The cost is $200. Arrangements can
be made for those unable to pay.
This unique group not only supports people
through the process of grieving, but also fosters
connections with self, faith, and community
by integrating Jewish traditions and rituals. It
is best for those who are three months postloss. The group will be co-facilitated by Rabbi
Eliot Baskin, D. Min., Jewish Community
Chaplain, and Arleen Gershen, LCSW, a JFS
psychotherapist.
“These bereavement groups not only provide
valuable support during the eight sessions, but
we find that the participants connect deeply with
each other and often remain friends long after the
group has ended,” says Rabbi Baskin.
For more information or to register,
contact Arleen Gershen at 720.248.4598
or agershen@jewishfamilyservice.org.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 6:00P
Men Talking Torah With Rabbi Rheins
Join us at Darcy’s Pub
(4955 Ulster Street Denver CO, 80237)
for a dynamic evening of discussion, study,
and friendship. No RSVP needed, come
hungry, thirsty and ready to schmooze!
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TEMPLE SINAI AT MT. NEBO
MEMORIAL PARK
Temple Sinai has a section of burial plots within
Mt. Nebo Memorial Park (located at 13th
Avenue, just West of Peoria) that are available
for purchase by Temple Sinai members and
their immediate loved ones. Plots can be
purchased for $1,300 per plot and can be paid
in full at the time of purchase or paid out over
a year’s time with a $100 deposit and $60
finance fee per plot.
If you are interested in purchasing burial
plots in the Temple Sinai section at Mt. Nebo
Memorial Park, please contact Jody Meyer at
303-759-1827 or jody@sinaidenver.org.

LUNCH & LEARN
AT TEMPLE SINAI

SICK? STRUGGLING?
WANT A CALL OR
A MEETING?
INFORM THE RABBIS!
Adding to the agony and frustration of dealing
with illness or struggling with a difficult time is
the nagging thought that you are forgotten and
that no one cares. Temple Sinai most certainly
cares about every one of our members. Rabbis
Rick and Susan Rheins will be quick to make
a call or visit to any of our members and
loved ones. In addition, we have a group of
volunteers on our Caring Committee who will
do their best to respond with cards, calls and
offers of assistance. So please call or write to
our Rabbis and let them know that you’d like
their help and attention.
Confidential messages can be made directly
to Rabbi Rick Rheins at his email:
rabrheins@sinaidenver.org
or Rabbi Susan Rheins can be reached at
rabbisusan@sinaidenver.org

THURSDAYS, NOON TO 1:00P
FEBRUARY 1, 8, 15, 22
COME TO LEARN, DISCUSS, DEBATE,
AND MEET FRIENDS
• We’ll review ethical and moral issues
in selected Jewish texts
• Discuss hot current topics
• Debate the important issues of the day
• Bring your Lunch! We will serve the
Text and Topics!
NEWCOMERS QUICKLY AND EASILY FIT
RIGHT IN! Bring your lunch and join in the
discussion! It’s a great way to learn and meet
new friends-- -and it’s all FREE!

JEWISH INTEREST
FREE LOANS
Jewish Interest Free Loans (JIFLCO) was
founded in 2000 and has helped over 400
households find economic relief. To qualify
for a JIFLCO loan, you must be Jewish, be a
Colorado resident for at least six months, and
have an income or a plan for repaying the loan.
For more details, please email
Loretta Cawelti at jifl@sinaidenver.org
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We welcome Hagit, our newest
B’nei Mitzvah tutor at Temple Sinai!
Hagit Wasserman was born and raised in a small
community in the Lower Galilee, Northern
Israel. There, she became well versed in Torah
and Judaic studies and received her education
at Bar Ilan University. Hagit moved to Denver
in 2006 and taught Hebrew at Denver Jewish
Day School and other Religious Schools in the
area.
In 2012 she was mentored by Cantor Regina
Heit for Torah and Haftarah tropes.
Hagit is passionate about passing on to
students a love for Torah, teaching them how
the Torah tropes work, and making sure they
feel ready and confident for their ceremonies!

VOLUNTEER AT
TEMPLE SINAI
It is hard to believe that I have been the
Program Director at Temple Sinai for over
nine years. Throughout my tenure I have
been fortunate enough to provide different
programming options to help guide Temple
Sinai members with their different interests.
There are so many reasons we join a synagogue.
Some may join for religious or spiritual
reasons, others for educational opportunities,
or for many others, our children. In addition,
you can enjoy the social programs and other
life cycle events Temple Sinai has to offer. No
matter what the reason is that you join, I want
to make sure that the Temple is offering as
many diversified programs as we can to fulfill
the needs of our members.
In my quest to continue to strengthen our
community, I would love for you to get involved.

I want Temple Sinai to be a Jewish home for
all of us and a place where there is something
for everyone of all ages. In order to make this
possible, I would love your help. There are
so many ways and opportunities to help and
volunteer at Temple Sinai. Volunteering on
one of our committees can be both interesting
and rewarding. This is your opportunity to get
involved and meet fellow congregants. Make
your membership meaningful.
I would love to sit down for coffee and explain all
of the different opportunities to get involved.
Please consider volunteering or getting involved
at Temple Sinai. For more information, please
call Lisa Thorner at 303-759-1827 or email at
lisa@sinaidenver.org.
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ENCORE EVENTS
PLEASE JOIN US FOR A
“FULFILLING” ENCORE
MITZVAH DAY!
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22 AT 1:15P
We will be filling bags of rice for the Jewish
Family Service Food Pantry. Please bring BIG
bags of white rice either prior to the 22nd or
the day of the event. There will be plenty of
coffee and snacks for you - lots of time to chat
-and do a mitzvah. If you cannot make it to the
event, we are collecting bags of rice prior to
the day and you may drop them off with Lisa
Thorner in the main office.

MOVIE AND LUNCH
“WELCOME TO KUTSHER’S:
THE LAST CATSKILLS
RESORT”
FRIDAY, MARCH 2 AT 12:00P
Join us on Friday, March 2 for lunch and a
movie. Kutscher’s Country Club is the last
surviving Jewish resort in the Catskills. One
of the legendary Borscht Belt hotels during its
hayday, Kutsher’s has been family-owned and
operated for over 100 years. Exploring the full
“Dirty Dancing”-era Catskills experience and
how it changed American pop culture in the
comedy, sports and vacation industries, this
documentary captures a last glimpse of a lost
world as it disappears before our eyes
Popcorn will be provided. Hot dogs, chips
and drinks will be available beginning at
noon for $5.00. (Movie will follow lunch at
approximately 12:45P) Reservations for food
are required. Please RSVP for the event to Lisa
Thorner at the Temple at lisa@sinaidenver.org
or 303-759-1827.

TEMPLE SINAI BRIDGE
GROUP FORMING
Temple Sinai will be starting a “casual” bridge
group for couples to play and meet in rotating
homes.
For more information or if interested
in playing, contact Eddie Yenkinson at
zaydefalcon@gmail.com.
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LIFELONG JEWISH
LEARNING

JEWISH HUMOR IS A
LAUGHING MATTER WITH
ABE WAGNER AND
DR. DAVID SHANDER

U.S.-ISRAELI RELATIONS
UNDER PRESIDENT TRUMP,
DR. JONATHAN SCIARCON

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 6:30P

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 6:30P
Dr. Jonathan Sciarcon, an Associate Professor
of History and Judaic Studies at University
of Denver, will compare President Trump's
relationship with Israel with that of recent
past presidents - and how his decision-making
will affect the future of US-Israeli relations.

Plan to relax and enjoy an evening of Jewish
humor with Abe Wagner and Dr. David
Shander. They are well known for their
comedic skills. Abe will draw on many true
stories involving his own “Jewish” mother.
Both Abe and David have impeccable Yiddish
accents and will share jokes and stories from
some of the great Jewish comedians.
Abe Wagner, co-founder of Temple Sinai, left
his executive position at the JCC in 1970 to
cofound The Psychiatric and Guidance Clinic.
During that time he became a widely respected
trainer of communication and leadership skills.
Abe has led seminars in 35 plus countries
and last year met his goal of training in all 50
states. At age 81 he continues to train for both
corporate and non-profit organizations and
is a presenter at The Academy For Lifelong
Learning in Denver.
Dr. David Shander is a retired Denver
cardiologist. For many years, he has been
featured in Jewish humor shows around the
Denver area. His mastery of humor with his
Yiddish accent are very entertaining.

Join us for programs for the winter/spring
semester of Lifelong Jewish Learning. The
programs are free and open to the public. The
other dates of LLJL programs will take place this
semester on March 7, March 21, and April 4.
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FUNDRAISING
KING SOOPERS CARDS
HOW DOES IT WORK?
You buy a gift card from Temple Sinai for $25.00
and there is $25.00 loaded on the card. Use
the card to pay for purchases at King Soopers.
The card can be reloaded for any amount up
to $500.00. You simply give the card to your
cashier before your purchases are scanned so
the reloading is paid as a separate transaction.
You can reload again and again.
WHAT’S THE CATCH?
No catch . . . really! There are no extra costs
associated with this program. This is a way
for King Soopers to encourage shoppers to
patronize their store and also for them to support to non-profit organizations.
HOW DOES TEMPLE SINAI EARN MONEY?
Every time you reload the card, King Soopers
adds that amount to our reward account. Once
the total in any given month reaches $5,000,
Temple Sinai gets a check for 5% of the total.
It’s that simple. If we don’t hit $5,000 in that
month, the balance rolls forward to the next
month and continues accumulating.
HOW CAN I PURCHASE MY CARD?
These cards are sold any time at Temple
Sinai. Please contact Lisa Thorner at lisa@
sinaidenver.org or 303-759-1827 to purchase
your card. Each card is $25.00 (and has $25.00
pre-loaded on it for you to spend). Remember
to get a card for your friends, neighbors,
coworkers and extended family members,
too!
WHAT CAN I USE THE CARD FOR?
Use the card for any purchases at King Soopers
(with the exception of some services and
lottery tickets, other gift cards, etc.) including
gas purchased at either King Soopers or City
Market Fuel Centers.
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BRICK PROJECT
Pave the way for Temple Sinai’s future by
purchasing a commemorative engraved brick
for the front entrance of our synagogue. Your
engraved brick(s) will provide an opportunity
to commemorate life’s simchas, acknowledge
a special event, celebrate milestones or
inscribe a family name. These legacy bricks
are proudly displayed outside the front
entrance of the main Temple building for you
to enjoy for years to come. All members of
our community are encouraged to participate
in this special project that will not only build
a more beautiful entrance to the Temple, but
also make a permanent mark by investing in
the future of Temple Sinai.
If you would like to purchase a brick,
please go online to
www.sinaidenver.org/brick-by-brick.html
or call Temple Sinai to obtain a form.
For additional information, contact
Lisa Thorner at lisa@sinaidenver.org or
303-759-1827.

9HEALTH FAIR
SUNDAY, APRIL 15
For the ninth-straight year, Temple Sinai
will be hosting a 9Health Fair on Sunday,
April 15, from 7:00A -12:00P. Every spring,
people from around the state come together
to deliver 9Health Fair’s free and low-cost
health awareness and educational screenings.
Because of this volunteerism, over 100,000
lives are impacted annually.
This is a wonderful opportunity for Temple
Sinai to once again use as a Mitzvah Day and
give back to the community.
We are looking for volunteers to make this year’s
Fair bigger and even better. Please contact
Terri Tilliss at Terri.Tilliss@ucdenver.edu or
Lisa Thorner at lisa@sinaidenver.org or
303-759-1827 for additional information.

NEW MEMBER DINNER

ANNUAL GALA

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23
5:30P – SERVICE
6:15P – DINNER

SATURDAY, MAY 5

We want to make sure that new Temple Sinai
members, those who joined during 2017, know
about the wonderful programs that Temple
Sinai offers.
One important event for all new members is
our annual New Member Dinner. There will be
an Erev Shabbat service at 5:45P followed by
dinner and special programming. Please mark
your calendars and plan to bring your families.
During the dinner, there will be supervised
activities for children of all ages.
Dinner is free of charge to new members and
will give you an opportunity to meet members
of the Board of Trustees, Temple staff and
other members of Temple Sinai – both veteran
and new. Please watch for your invitation to
this fun-filled evening.
The dinner is open to the entire Congregation.
THE COSTS ARE AS FOLLOWS:
NEW MEMBERS: FREE
ADULTS: $18.00
KIDS (AGES 5-13) $8.00
KIDS AGES 4 AND BELOW ARE FREE
For additional information, contact Lisa Thorner,
Program Director at 303-759-1827.

We are pleased to announce that our
upcoming Annual Gala on Saturday, May 5,
will take place at Temple Sinai. This year we
will be honoring long-time Temple Sinai and
community members Osi and Selma Sladek.
This is our one major fundraising event for
Temple Sinai during the year. In addition to
the dinner, we will have fabulous silent and
live auctions, delicious food, an open bar and
amazing entertainment. Finally, there will be
many opportunities for sponsorship and/or
to pay tribute to our honorees in our Event
Journal.
In the upcoming weeks, we will be reaching
out to our congregational families for your
help with donations of silent auction items.
We hope that you will attend this amazing
evening when tickets go on sale so that you
can experience what this evening has to offer.
Please mark your calendar for Saturday,
May 5, at 6:00P at Temple Sinai.
For additional information, contact Lisa Thorner,
Program Director at lisa@sinaidenver.org or
303-759-1827 or Event Chair,
Vicki Goldman at gold6125@aol.com.

RESTAURANT DAY
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6
CALIFORNIA PIZZA KITCHEN

COLORADO
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
OPEN REHEARSAL
SAVE THE DATE | THURSDAY, APRIL 19

Please join us for lunch or dinner from 11:00A
– 9:00P at California Pizza Kitchen, 8343 Park
Meadows Center Drive in Park Meadows.
For each dine-in or carry-out purchase, CPK
will donate 20% of the total sales back to
Temple Sinai. Contact Lisa Thorner at lisa@
sinaidenver.org to pick up your flyer.
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HAMANTASCHEN
INGREDIENTS:
3 eggs
1 cup granulated sugar
3/4 cup vegetable oil
2 1/2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1/2 cup orange juice

5 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
1 tablespoon baking powder
1 cup fruit preserves, any flavor

DIRECTIONS:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease cookie sheets. In a large bowl, beat the
eggs and sugar until light and fluffy. Stir in the oil, vanilla and orange juice.
Combine the flour and baking powder; stir into the batter to form a stiff dough.
If dough is not stiff enough to roll out, stir in more flour. On a lightly floured
surface, roll dough out to 1/4in thickness. Cut into circles using a cookie cutter
or the rim of a drinking glass. Place cookies 2 inches apart onto the prepared
cookie sheets. Spoon about 2 teaspoons of preserves into the center of each
one. Pinch the edges to form three corners. Bake for 12 - 15 minutes or until
lightly browned. Allow cookies to cool for 1 minute on the cookie sheet before
removing to wire racks to cool completely.

ISRAELI SALAD
INGREDIENTS:
Use room temperature vegetables
3 medium Israeli cucumbers or 1 English cucumber, finely diced
2 large tomatoes, finely diced
Olive oil
Fresh lemon juice (about one lemon)
Salt and pepper to taste

OPTIONAL INGREDIENTS:
Try adding them individually or in combination
Za’atar (spice)
2 tablespoons chopped fresh flat-leaf parsley
2 tablespoons chopped fresh mint
1 red or yellow bell pepper, finely diced
½ carrot, peeled and finely diced
¼ red onion or 2 green onions, finely diced

JUDY SCHENKEIN’S BRISKET
Yield: 10 servings

INGREDIENTS:
1 5-6 pound brisket of beef
2 tablespoons & 1 cup liquid smoke
3 medium chopped onions
1 garlic clove, peeled and halved
Salt and freshly ground pepper
3 tablespoons brown sugar

1 16 oz bottle ketchup
½ cup water
2 tablespoons worcestershire
1 ½ tablespoon dijon mustard
2 teaspoons celery seasoning
6 tablespoons pareve margarine

DIRECTIONS:

28

Wash and dry the brisket and sprinkle with 2 tablespoons of the liquid smoke.
Wrap in aluminum foil and marinate overnight. The next day open the foil,
sprinkle on the chopped onions, garlic and pepper. Rewrap everything in the
foil and bake in a preheated 325 degree oven for 4 - 5 hours. Meanwhile
combine the remaining 2 tablespoons liquid smoke, the brown sugar, ketchup,
water Worcestershire, mustard, celery seasoning, margarine, salt and pepper.
Simmer, uncovered, for about 30 minutes. Remove the foil. slice the brisket
thinly, and pour the sauce over all. Raise the oven to 350 degree and reheat,
covered for, 30 minutes.

MULLED WINE
INGREDIENT
4 cups apple cider
1 (750-ml) bottle red wine (Cabernet Sauvignon)
1/4 cup honey
2 cinnamon sticks
1 orange, zested and juiced
4 whole cloves
3 star anise
4 oranges, peeled, for garnish

DIRECTIONS
Combine the cider, wine, honey, cinnamon sticks, zest, juice, cloves and
star anise in a large saucepan, bring to a boil and simmer over low heat
for 10 minutes. Pour into mugs, add an orange peel to each and serve.

HOT CHOCOLATE
FROM SCRATCH
INGREDIENTS
2 cups whole milk
2 tablespoons sugar
4 oz bittersweet chocolate, chopped (just under 1 cup)
whipped cream and marshmallows are optional

DIRECTIONS
Combine milk & sugar in a small saucepan, place over medium heat.
While the milk is heating, place the chopped chocolate in the microwave
and heat for 30 seconds. Take the chocolate out and stir it. Return to
microwave for another 30 seconds, remove & stir. Continue to heat and
stir the chocolate in 30 second intervals until just melted. When the milk
reaches the scalding point (bubbles on the side), turn off heat & add the
melted chocolate, whisking to combine. Add toppings if using!

HOT TODDY
INGREDIENTS
1 teaspoon honey
2 fluid oz boiling water
1 1/2 fluid oz whiskey
3 whole cloves
1 cinnamon stick
1 slice lemon
1 pinch ground nutmeg

DIRECTIONS
Pour the honey, boiling water, and whiskey into a mug. Spice it with
the cloves and cinnamon, and put in the slice of lemon. Let the mixture
stand for 5 minutes so the flavors can mingle, then sprinkle with a
pinch of nutmeg before serving.
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RECOGNITION
B’NEI MITZVAH
Sophie Harris | February 10, 2018
Sophie is the daughter of Ted and Marisa Harris and the sister of Carly Harris (14).
She attends Campus Middle School and enjoys dance, skiing, fitness & health.
For her Mitzvah project, Sophie is working with challenged and disabled kids at
her school, providing them with assistance, support, and friendship. She received
the Kindness Award at Campus Middle School for her heartfelt efforts.

Ella Schanman | February 10, 2018
Ella is the daughter of Ru and Gary Schanman and the sister of Talia Schanman (10).
She attends Aspen Academy and enjoys art, music and superheros.
For her Mitzvah project, Ella is running a school supply drive for Green Valley
Elementary. They are in need of supplies for their students. She is also a junior
volunteer at the Dumb Friends League where she is learning how to take care of
animals.

Madison Boxer | February 17, 2018
Madison is the daughter of Steve and Tamara Boxer and the sister of Ryland
Boxer (13). She attends Cimarron Middle School and enjoys spending time with
family.
For her Mitzvah project, Madison raised money for the Breast Cancer Research
Foundation.

Ryland Boxer | February 17, 2018
Ryland is the son of Steve and Tamara Boxer and the brotherof Madison Boxer (13).
He attends Cimarron Middle School and enjoys playing chess.
For his Mitzvah project, Ryland raised money for the Breast Cancer Research
Foundation.
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Madison Hansen
On November 11, Madison Hansen became
a Bat Mitzvah in the presence of her family
and friends. For her Mitzvah project, Madison
chose to support the Canine Partners of the
Rockies. Madison volunteered close to 50
hours working with a specific trainer and
numerous puppies and dogs.
Canine Partners of the Rockies’ mission is
to positively impact the lives of Colorado
residents with disabilities by placing highly
skilled service dogs with individuals who have
mobility limiting conditions and facility dogs
with professionals who provide therapeautic
services to people with disabilities.
CaPR also is dedicated to educating the public
about the role assistance dogs play in the lives
of people with disabilities. Along with her
time, Madison collected supplies for the dogs
such as toys, treats and other related items.

31

MAZAL TOV
Wendy Vean on daughter Stephanie L. Block’s
graduation from American University School
of Public Affairs with a Masters Degree.
Stephanie delivered the Fall commencement
address
Rob & Crista Glucksman on the birth of their son
Jacob May Glucksman, grandson of Dr. Richard
and Gayle Glucksman, nephew of Jennifer and
Lane Feingold & Tiffany and Joel Appel
Emily and Joshua Belstock on the birth of their
son Caleb George Belstock, grandson of Judee
Rosenthal
Bea Botkin and Liz & Gary Hoskins on the birth
of their great-grandson and grandson, Aidan
Leo Perlstein, son of Amanda (Hoskins) and Ari
Perlstein
Gale and Joseph Chapman on the birth of their
grandson Atlas Joseph Cassano, son of Valerie
and Michael Cassano and big brother of Neo

IN MEMORIAM
Leonard Rabb

Father of Paula (Dennis) King and Grandfather of Bryan King
and Danielle King

Jerry Neiman

Husband of Pearl Neiman, Brother-in-law of Barbara Suson
and Uncle of Jeff (Shelly) Cohen and Jay (SingHe) Cohen

Richard “Dick” Meyer

Husband of Toby Sachter Meyer, Father of Mark (Jody) Meyer,
Grandfather of Edward and Lucy Meyer

Dr. Jed Lee Howard

Brother of Lynne Friedman-Severe

Dr. M. Harvey Rubin

Father of Joan (Barry) Blasberg, Grandfather of
Jessica (Eric) Friedrichsen, Stephanie Willoughby,
and Michelle (David) Cagwin, Great-Grandfather
of Juliana, Eli, and Jacob Friedrichsen, Stella, Sophie, and
Sadie Willoughby, and Ethan, Hannah, and Clara Cagwin

Hanns Herzberg

Father of Karin (Javier Fischer) Fischer, Grandfather
of Benjamin, Ilana and Talia Fischer

Larry Rosenberg

Significant other of Gerre Shenkin

Stuart Schwartz

Father of Jason (Maria) Schwartz and Sarah (Joey) Ross, grandfather
of Lydia, Fiona, Aaron Ross, brother of Mark (Dana) Schwartz,
Uncle of Chelsie and Brandon Schwartz, and Josh, Yoni,
Doron, and Aliza Schwartz

Ruggero Curiel

Grandfather of Hadar Curiel

Carolyn Eisen

Mother of Sheryl Siegel and Greg (CeCe) Eisen, sister of Ed (Patti)
Silver & the late Larry (Becky) Silver; significant other to the late
Eugene Zimmerman; grandmother of Zachary & Joshua Siegel and
Joseph, Christopher & Alexandra Eisen; great-grandmother
of Keegan Eisen

Dottie Diamond

Melinda Leah Dewald, daughter of Bruce and
Sherry Dewald was married to Matthew David
Gindin, son of Darrell Gindin and Susan Gindin
on Sunday, October 8, 2017. The lovely
ceremony and reception, which took place at
Spruce Mountain Ranch in Larkspur, Colorado
was officiated by Rabbi Rick Rheins. Melinda
and Matt attended religious school, Melinda
became a Bat Mitzvah and Matt became a Bar
Mitzvah at Temple Sinai. Both were confirmed
at Temple Sinai, attended Hebrew High and
participated in the Israel Study Tour.
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Wife of Herb Diamond, aunt of Linda (Alan) Weinstein,
Mark and Tamrye Diamond, Gary and Jen Diamond, sister in law
of Ruth Diamond and the late Art Diamond, great-aunt of Geri and
Cory Weinstein, Moorea and Breea Diamond

Lorraine Robin

grandmother of Lauren (David) Bubis, great-grandmother
of Sadie Bubis

Zikhronam Livrakhah,
May they be remembered for a blessing.

DONATIONS
THROUGH JANUARY 8, 2018

ALAN FARBER MEMORIAL CAMP SCHOLARSHIP

COHEN FAMILY B’NEI MITZVAH CHUMASH FUND

Lori and John Spanbauer thinking of Frank Urman and in memory
of Ruchille (Rookie) Farber

Sing He & Jay Cohen in memory of Chong Sik Choe
Shelly & Jeff Cohen

Sandra Farber-Volk in memory of Hyman Farber

BROTHERHOOD FUND

DORON ABOSCH MEMORIAL FUND
Irene Abosch in memory of David Abosch and Carolyn Eisen

Devra Perch in memory of Bruce Perch

ENCORE FUND
BUILDING OUR FUTURE FUND

Anita Fricklas in memory of Norman Kaye

Dorothy and Sam Howard in honor of Grace Bach, Dolly & Rod Corlin,
Sandy & Neil Culbertson, Ellie Deneroff, Roberta & Mel Klein,
Natalie & Jerry Lassow, Debby & Ed Rosenfeld and Lin & Gary Sunshine

GENERAL FUND

Hanna & Mark Shaner in memory of Hanns Herzberg

Lois & Fred Margolin in memory of Sharon Witkin’s Uncle

Debby & Ed Rosenfeld

Janie & Jody Braverman in memory of Rosalie Braverman
and Jean Breggin

Beatrice Botkin in memory of Mollie Botkin and Norman Kaye
Sally Nadel in memory of Nancy Steiner
Lawerance Beal in memory of Phyllis & Herman Beal
Marsha & Robert Gold in memory of Gert Gold and Edith Miller
Alicia & Ray Smith in memory of Sharon Smith-Allen
Sally & Peter Nadel in memory of Marilyn Nadel
Linda & Jan Dorfman in memory of Rose & Leon Dorfman
Arline Fink
Anita & Alan Eisenberg in memory of Carolyn Eisen
Patricia & Richard Strouse

CANTOR NESIS DISCRETIONARY FUND

Irene Abosch in memory of David Abosch

Carol & Marshall Tobin in honor of Marty Meitus
Marilyn & Art Wolfson in memory of Anna Wolfson
Terri Tilliss & Stacy Pocrass in memory of Dee Isaacson & Irv Pocrass
Fern Seltzer & Andrew Heymsfield in memory of Daniel Seltzer
Carol & Samuel Jonas in memory of Ralph Chodes and Peggy Jonas
John & Kirklyn Simonton in gratitude of Drs. Sharon & Scott Sagel
Judy & Bruce Geller in honor of Rabbi Rick Rheins
Lois & Fred Margolin
Dena & Frank Schneider
Geegee & Michael Brunschwig in memory of Lena & Joe Susman,
Sam Susman and Ella & Bernard Brunschwig

Linda Leonard & Jonathan Singer in memory of Tracy Grimm
Natalie & Gerald Lassow in memory of Carol D. DeYoung

Helene & Marshall Abrahams in memory of Sherman Dreiseszun
and Richard Dreiseszun

Bunny & Gene Cole in memory of M. Harvey Rubin

Andrew Baum

Patricia & Richard Strouse

William Ginsberg in memory of Shirley & Jerry Ginsberg,
Lillian & Aaron Gottlieb, Dora & Morris Ginsberg and Elizabeth Siekmeier

CEMETERY BEAUTIFICATION FUND
Ina & Bud Dickstein in memory of Raymond Dickstein & Evalyn Pivitz

Arthur Sarlat in memory of Sondra Sarlat

Betty & Jon Heller in memory of Doris Heller

Phillip Yarnell in memory of Max Yarnell

Laurie & Marc Sorkin in memory of Harry Dvosin

Debbie & Jeremy Lazarus in honor of Aden Lazarus’ Bar Mitzvah
Joan & Larry Rubenstein in memory of Joan Beck
Patricia & Richard Strouse
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IDA & MAX FOGEL YOUTH/ADULT LIBRARY FUND

MUSIC FUND

Linda & Milton Brandwein in honor of Herman Markowitz’s 90th
Birthday and in memory of Les Levitt

Mary & Arthur Bleecher in memory of Mary & John Van Risseghem,
Ilene Swiderski and Yvette Kaplan

Jane Clare Pawling

Joan & Bennie Bub in memory of Hanns Herzberg

Patricia & Theodor Rittenberg in memory of Richard Meyer and
Warren Toltz

Patricia & Richard Strouse

ILENE SHIROFF MEMORIAL FUND
Dorothy Rosenblatt in memory of Victor Wiseman
Wendy Vean in honor of Harold Cohen

JOSEPH SIGMAN YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Marilyn Jordan in memory of Ernest “Bud” Poll

PRESCHOOL UNDERWRITING FUND
Doreen & Richard Nadler in memory of Maurice Drechsler
Marilyn Jordan in memory of Harold “Hap” Poll

RABBI RICHARD RHEINS DISCRETIONARY FUND
Lisa & Jim Thompson in memory of Marian Hirschberg
Andi & Lou Rosenthall in memory of Eugene Markell Rosenthall

JULIUS & HELEN RING ISRAEL TEEN
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Jean Guthery in memory of Norman Kaye, Ilse Guthery Ben Samit,
Richard Meyer and Henry Van De Polder and
In honor of Liz & Gary Hoskins’ grandson, the birth of Linda Stein and
Ken Stern’s grandson, Ezra Stern and Brian Schwartz’s doctorate
Israel Chavurah thinking of Dorothy Lepoff, Marshall Tobin and
Barry Samet
Roberta & Melvyn Klein in memory of Jerome Gottlieb, Norman Kaye,
Sylvia & Saul Gottlieb, Leonard Rabb, Hanns Herzberg,
Carolyn Eisenand, Rachel & Howard Ballenzweig
Debora Rosenfeld in memory of Ethan Segal
Dana & Pamela Wakefield in memory of Marion Wakefield
Michelle & Mitchell Weinraub in memory of Richard Meyer
Diane & Barry Samet in memory of Abe Paper, Norman Kaye,
Judy Urman, Helene & Leonard Rabb, Lynne Ochman, Diana Cassels
and Ezra Stotland and thinking of Sid Glassman and Norman Sheldon
Sharon Witkin in memory of Shirley Witkin Brown
Barbara & Gary Hoffman in memory of Marian Hoffman
Ellen & Martin Fliegelman in memory of Ruth Gerson Fliegelman
Marilyn Jordan in memory of Estelle Baron, Ada Wolf, Asheur Wolf,
Buzzy Brandeis and Altha Cohn

LEW ROSENBERG CAMP FUND
Debra & Steven Fendrich in memory of Shubert Fendrich
Marilyn Jordan in memory of Homer Wolf, Charlotte Wolf,
Jim Jordan, Bertie Libman and Earl Libman

Shelley & David Hiller in memory of Norman Kaye
Kenneth Greenberg in appreciation of Rabbi Rick Rheins
Amy & Philip Winterfeld in memory of Dora Winterfeld
Naomi & Dick Wisott in honor of Lew Sapiro and
Thinking of Phyllis Goodman
Eileen Naiman thinking of Linda & Milton Brandwein
Mimi & Don Krakowski in memory of Eva Mintz
Alicia & Ray Smith in memory of Bernard Waller
Marcia & Hugh Miles in memory of MJ Miles
Cynthia & Ira Shwartz in memory of Nathan Shwartz
Libby Marcus in memory of Miriam Meiches & Abraham Goodman
Pearle Rae & Mark Levey
Sarah Grope in honor of Ezra Stern’s B’rit Milah
Ellen & Tracey McVicker in memory of Diana & Herman Lipschitz
Melissa & David Lazarus in honor of Aden Lazarus’ Bar Mitzvah
Helena & Allan Striker in gratitude of Rabbi Rick Rheins
The Sloane Family in memory of Dena Stoole
Karin & Javier Fischer in memory of Hanns Herzberg
Carrie & Mark Goldman in memory of Jeanne Cohan

MARILYN TOBIN FLOWER FUND

Jeff Lavenhar in honor of Caleb Jason Pricer

Carol & Marshall Tobin in memory of Judy Urman, Marilyn Tobin,
Harry Tobin, Ben Lesser, Paul Cohen, Carolyn Eisen,
Sig Levisohn, Eleanor Hailpern and Esther Lessor

Robyn & Todd Schiff in honor of Gavin Schiff’s Bar Mitzvah

MITZVAH PROJECT FUND
Susan & Thomas Palmer in memory of Barbara Saltzman
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Michael Ross in memory of Patti Ross

Jay Dworkin in loving memory of Linda Dworkin
Sherry & Bruce Dewald in honor of Melinda Dewald and
Matthew Gindin’s wedding

Barbara & Kenneth Laff
Naomi & Dick Wisott thinking of Phyllis Goodman

Eileen Parker in memory of Roy Parker
Laurie & Bruce Perlstein

Hannah & Mark Shaner

Ralph & Shirley Beer Powell in memory of Paula Beer

Patricia & Richard Strouse

Patricia & Richard Strouse

Judi & Rocco Dodson in memory of Marc Dodson

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND

RABBI SUSAN RHEINS DISCRETIONARY FUND
Ellie Deneroff in memory of Frances & Louis Deneroff
Lynne Roll in memory of Helene & Leonard Rabb

Marilyn Jordan in memory of Buzzy Borges

ROBIN’S WORLD PLAYGROUND FUND
Debbie & Jeremy Lazarus in memory of Shayna Lazarus

The Dell’Acqua Family in memory of Abraham Dubin

SISTERHOOD FUND

Gayle & Dick Glucksman in memory of Hal Perliter, Sheila Hyatt
and Rose Zax

SMIGEL YOUTH FUND

Alicia & Ray Smith in memory of Jacob Smith
Adrienne Levy in memory of Sylvia Gordon and
in gratitude for Rabbi’s work on behalf of Temple Sinai

Jo Smernoff in memory of Kathryn Cross

Marilyn Jordan in memory of June Rose

TEMPLE CHOICE
Andi & Lou Rosenthall in memory of Dorothy Parris

Karin & Javier Fischer in memory of Hanns Herzberg

Dena & Frank Schneider in memory of Emil Berkowitz

Estate of Debra G. Frank

Linda & Bob Kirscht in memory of Nat Backstein

Barbara & Kenneth Laff

Ellie Golub in memory of Aaron Golub

Hannah & Mark Shaner

WE CARE/SOCIAL ACTION FUND

Patricia and Richard Strouse

RABBI ZWERIN DISCRETIONARY FUND
Dr. and Mrs. Philip Yarnell in memory of Allen Yarnell

Amy & Philip Winterfeld in memory of Dora Winterfeld
Linda & Eugene Davidson in memory of Lila Chapin

YOUTH FUND
Jennifer & Marc Davis in memory of Lois Dupnack

Marlene & Tom Ruha in memory of Lillian Ginsburg

SPONSORS
THANK YOU TO OUR
GENEROUS SPONSORS FOR
SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE!

Joe and Susan Epstein
Dr. Javier and Karin Fischer
Dr. Jean Guthery
Dr. Lenny Jonas
Dr. Mel and Roberta Klein
Mark and Bobbi Kramer

PREMIER SPONSOR OF THE
SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE

Gerald and Natalie Lassow

Friends Of Temple Sinai

Allan and Suzan Markman

Mark and Barbara Lettes
Paul and Susan Levine
Rabbis Rick and Susan Rheins
Michael and Lisa Weiss
Clifford and Karen Zeller
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Change Service Requested

Dated Material

STAFF

We Have Invitations

Richard Rheins | Ext. 322
Senior Rabbi

Aubry Northcutt | Ext. 324
Director of Public Relations & Marketing

Susan Rheins | Ext. 322
Rabbi

Karen Pawlak | Ext. 309
Controller

Karen Kirk | Ext. 316
Interim Preschool Director

Raymond A. Zwerin | Ext. 304
Rabbi Emeritus

Lisa Thorner | Ext. 315
Director of Programming & Member
Engagement

Marissa Vaughn | Ext. 102
Assistant Preschool Director

Sheila Nesis | Ext. 305
Cantor
Lorne Maltenfort | Ext. 310
Executive Director

Brandis Conner | Ext. 301
Assistant to the Education Director
Julia Teitell | Ext. 334
Director of Youth Engagement

Dan Yolles | Ext. 311
Holistic Music Educator

Jody Meyer | Ext. 312
Acting Director of Religious Education
Lauren Bubis | Ext. 322
Programming Assistant

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Executive Committee:

Trustees:

Lawrence Jacobson
President

Grace Bach
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Brotherhood President

Jennifer Feingold

Wendy Vean
Past President

Sandy Korn

Karen Kaplan
Vice President

Barbara Lettes

Jeff Lavenhar

Michelle Weinraub
Vice President

Mark Meyer

Lane Feingold
Vice President

Gene Rosenthall

Frank Urman
Treasurer

Bruce Tully

Vicki Goldman
Secretary

Open,

Amy Rittenberg
Bob Steine
Kathy Zeiger

Shirley Beer Powell
Sisterhood President

Jesse Aseoff
TSYG President

