
Lisa 
Hessberg
Invitation to 
the Kallat Ha-Torah

  Native Richmonder Lisa Hess-
berg grew up at Temple Beth-El, 
participating in Junior Congrega-
tion, Junior Choir, Kadima, and 
serving as President of Beth-El’s 

USY chapter.  Lisa also summered at Camp Ramah in New 
England, furthering her Jewish experiences.  She became a 
Bat Mitzvah and was confirmed and married at Temple Beth-
El.  The synagogue is an important part of her life.  Lisa’s ma-
ternal grandparents, Mary and Alex Cohen, and her mother 
Nancy Walter were huge influences on her as a child.  They 
demonstrated a love for Judaism, Jewish education and the 
synagogue.  The values they imparted to her drive Lisa’s com-
mitment to Temple Beth-El and her faith.
 As an adult, Lisa continues her commitment to Temple 
Beth-El by answering the call for leadership.  She has been an 
active member of the Religious School Committee for the past 
seven years, chairing the committee for three of the years.  Lisa 
has also served on the search committees tasked with hiring 
School Directors, a Rabbi, and most recently, our new Cantor.  
Lisa has also served on the Sisterhood Board and Hadassah’s 
local and regional boards.
 Temple Beth-El has always felt like home to Lisa.  She and 
her husband Michael have three children who have grown up 
attending Beth-El Religious School and participating in services 
and synagogue life.  Nathaniel became a Bar Mitzvah and was 
confirmed at Beth-El.  Grace and Maggie have both celebrated 
their Bat Mitzvah ceremonies in the past several years.  The 
Hessberg family has always appreciated the love and support 
they get from their Beth-El family!
 Lisa’s grandmother, mother and husband have previously 
received this honor, and she is especially proud to be one of 
this year’s honorees. 

Arlene 
Slutzah
Invitation to 
the Kallat B’reshit

 Arlene learned very early from 
her parents, Leonora and Bernard, 
that you always take care of fami-
ly and friends.  Her parents joined 

Tremont Temple, a Reformed Congregation in the Bronx, when 
she was 12 years old, and her parents became very active there. 
She was confirmed there, & then in 1972 married her husband 
Martin there. Her parents were very active in all aspects of the 
Synagogue and her father was president of the congregation.  
 Arlene has always loved music and sang in the school 
chorus in Junior High & High School.  She attended Saturday 
Morning Services and sang in the Choir.  The more she attend-
ed services the more she became familiar with all the prayers.
 After her sons Scott & Randy were grown, they decided to 
join Temple Beth-El.  Since her husband served as president of 
the Men’s Club, she and Martin attend most Friday Night Ser-
vices each week where she is there singing and reciting prayers.   
 She has been involved with many of the major fund raising 
activities for the Temple, runs the Myra B. Danzing Gift Shop 
at Parham and in the Windows at Grove. She is also Financial 
Secretary of Sisterhood.  
 Arlene and her husband have made lifelong friends at 
Temple Beth-El and have followed their example to become 
active, making them closer to so many that attend.  Temple 
Beth-El’s community is what makes a Synagogue and makes 
you feel closer to G_D.
 Arlene’s sons are both married to wonderful wives. She is 

the grandmother of five, who all live in Richmond.  She loves 
playing Mah Jongg with her Thursday night group, listening & 
singing along to music, attending concerts and plays, reading 
and traveling.

Lois Hirsch
Invitation to 
the Kallat Maftir

  Lois is a native Richmonder 
and a life-long fourth generation 
member of Congregation Beth 
Ahabah where she attended reli-
gious school and was confirmed.  
During her college days studying 
occupational therapy at VCU, 
Lois taught the second grade 
at Beth Ahabah.  She eventually 
changed her focus from teaching 

to becoming an active Sunday school parent.  Her parents, Ann 
and Louis Greentree, both of blessed memory, set an example 
for Lois in the importance of synagogue activity.  Ann was an 
active Sisterhood member, and Louis served as president of the 
congregation.
 Lois joined Temple Beth-El 17 years ago.  Upon her arrival, 
she was among the first to enroll in Rabbi Creditor’s three-year 
adult b’nai mitzvah course.  She completed the classes with her 
soon-to-be husband Harry Hirsch.  Lois regularly attends Yom 
Shabbat services and participates in the synagogue’s commit-
tees.
 But, it is her haimish ways and menschlekeit practices that 
make Lois special.  For more than several years, she has tak-
en upon herself a mission to provide a fellow congregant the 
means to attend Saturday services.  This is a task that goes 
beyond a car ride.  Even when Lois leaves town, she makes sure 
weeks in advance that the congregant will not be forgotten 
and will be able to worship.
 What Lois likes most about Beth-El is the sense of spiritual-
ity that she gets from services and the feeling that she is part of 
a warm and caring community.  This feeling carries through in 
her participation in various synagogue activities.
 For the past ten years Lois has served as a regular vol-
unteer at Jewish Family Services, participating in the JFS tele-
phone reassurance program (making calls to chat with elderly 
people who live alone).  It is Lois’s belief that no one should 
ever be forgotten.
 Lois and Harry are blessed to share four grown children 
and four grandchildren.
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