
Neal Menkes
Invitation to the Hatan Maftir

  Originally from New Jersey,  
work brought me, along with my 
wife Joan, to Richmond in 1975, 
and we have been members of 
Temple Beth-El for over 35 years.  
Our daughters, Sarah and Jenny, 

celebrated their bat mitzvahs here.  Joan was in the first 
adult bar/bat mitzvah class.  Jenny was married in the Tem-
ple Sanctuary.  The Beth-El community is our home.
 Over this time, I have had the privilege to serve on and 
chair the Ritual Committee, the Endowment Committee, and 
the Nominating Committee for the Board of Governors.  I 
have also served as Temple Treasurer and Secretary for the 
Board of Governors as well as Recording Secretary for the 
Men’s Club.  I am currently a member of the Board for the 
Beth-El Cemetery Corporation.  
 Joan and I regularly attend Shabbat morning services 
and weekday afternoon Minyan.  I have also davened, on 
occasion, for the afternoon Minyan and have, as a mitzvah, 
led Shiva Minyan.
 I appreciate this honor, and I thank the Ritual Committee 
for their consideration.

Elisheva Hadar
Invitation to the Kallat Torah
 In the years since I first timid-
ly set foot in Temple Beth-El for a 
Shabbat morning service, I’ve gone 
from hiding in a corner to chanting 
from the bimah. This community 
has nurtured, supported, and in-
troduced me to one of my greatest 

joys - trope! I feel lucky to have so many opportunities to 
learn to chant Haftarah, Torah, and Megillot, and to lead ser-
vices. I am grateful to be Kallat Torah this Simhat Torah, but 
the honor really belongs to my family and my Jewish family 
at TBE, without whom none of this would be possible.
 I want to thank the Minyanaires, the Holy Torah Rollers, 
the Ritual Committee, the regulars at Shabbat morning and 
Shabbat minchah and, of course, Rabbi Knopf, for being so 
welcoming and patient. I could do none of this without the 
sage counsel, support, and friendship of Norma Fiedler, Tess 
Goldblatt, Nina Lankin, Jake Millhouse, Nancy Walter, and 
Jamie Weinstein. Hazzan Marian Turk was my first teacher 
in chanting haftarah, and she laid a solid foundation. I can’t 
thank Cantor Dara Rosenblatt enough for all her help in 
building the skills that give me so much joy in chanting, the 
confidence to take on new challenges, and the resilience to 
bounce back when things go awry.
  I’m the elder of two sisters, and I never felt the lack of 
older brothers, but now that I have a basketball team at TBE 
- Gary Goldberg, Neal Menkes, Ed Mollen, GD Rothenberg, 
and David Ruby - I wonder how I ever managed without 
them.
 While TBE has been my spiritual home, others have made 
a home for me in Richmond and on the Web. My wonderful, 

diverse, interfaith network of friends and study partners for 
Greek, Maimonides, Talmud, theology, and wherever it leads 
us - Molly Bosscher, Harry Burt, Janet Cook, John Fuerst, Seri 
Gomberg, and Bo Millner - enriches my life immensely. 
 I would not be here without my parents, JP and Mary 
Causey. It has been ten years since I returned to Richmond 
to be with my mother during her illness, and nearly ten years 
since her death. I miss her constantly, and wonder what she 
would have made of this honor. Dad, Lyn, Virginia, Harrison, 
and Alan, you are the best, and I love you dearly. In my ex-
tended family, I want to thank my inlaws, Joy and James An-
drews, my fellow veterans of the Cousins Dancing Quartet in 
the Goldman-Lester-Bacon clan, and my esteemed co-pan-
elists in the kitchen table symposia, Paula Causey and Bruce 
Gregory.
 Last, but certainly not least, Michele. We have seen a lot 
in the twenty years since that fateful day on the steps of the 
Metropolitan Museum. I am amazed that someone so smart, 
beautiful, and extraordinary spends her time with me. I adore 
you, and thanks.

Kristin Gorin
Invitation to the Kallat B’reishit

 I was born and raised in Detroit, 
Michigan.  My husband, Gabriel, 
grew up in Bogota, Colombia. In 
his late teens, he made aliyah, but 
returned to Colombia one year 
later. When he was 26, he moved 
to the US for a residency program 

in a Metro Detroit hospital, and one year later we met at 
a fireworks display. We married in 2007, and Gabriel’s job 
took us to Virginia where we had two sons, Ethan (11) and 
Liam (7). We relocated to Richmond in 2017 and found our 
spiritual home at TBE shortly thereafter. 
 My journey to become a Jew by choice began by meeting 
one Jewish person, but it grew organically with reflective 
study, religious and familial tension, and awe for the Jewish 
people and traditions. My first experience of Judaism was 
a Shabbat dinner. The love, warmth, and peace of Shabbat 
deeply impacted me in ways I have found difficult to describe 
other than feeling “at home”. 
 Though I fell in love with a Jewish man before I fell in 
love with Judaism, I believe my soul has always been Jewish. 
When I began to study Judaism out of pure curiosity, with no 
intention of conversion, my soul resonated with many of the 
values, teachings, and traditions.
 The concept of Judaism as a Peoplehood or a family was 
revolutionary to me. I have always been drawn to working 
with people. Growing relationships with others is where I 
find personal growth, connection, and meaning. Belonging 
to the Jewish people has been a meaningful part of my adult 
life. It’s as if my soul wandered into something it knew I 
needed.
 Serving on the Temple Board, Executive Committee, 
Religious School Committee, SATO, and Caring Crews has 
allowed me to maintain connection to congregants and my 
Jewish values in profound ways. I am grateful to be a part of 
TBE leadership and for the impact it has on my life. 


