
TBE Men’s Club Minutes 

Parham Road Campus 

February 11, 2018 

26th of Sh’vat, 5778 

President David Isenberg called the meeting to order at 9:17 am.  A quorum was present.  Other 
members in attendance included: 

President’s Report 

The Minutes from the last meeting passed unanimously.  (Minutes from past meetings can be found 
on the Men’s Club Page on the TBE Website.) 

Financial Focus: 

• President Isenberg spoke about the need to raise money to do more in accordance with the 
Club’s three-pillars effort.  He asked members to think about possible fundraising events, 
noting that Sisterhood regularly does a donor event at the end of the year.   

• Ron Felmus asked about ShulCloud’s flexibility to accept pledges greater than the annual 
dues amount.  It was pointed out that ShulCloud first “pays” the oldest bills and that the 
system may not be crediting payments specifically made for Men’s Club dues.  President 
Isenberg said he will talk to the TBE Executive Director to fix the problem. 

• Financial Secretary Marty Slutzah informed the Club that ShulCloud sent 292 billings to TBE 
members.  As of February 8, ShulCloud reported only 46 paid up membership collecting 
$1798 in dues.  Martin said that he would try to get better numbers for the March meeting.  A 
question was raised if ShulCloud can deposit checks directly into the Club’s account.  The 
answer seems to be “possibly”, but the Executive Director has to be informed to monitor such 
transactions in the TBE master account. Sisterhood seems to be having similar dues 
collection problems.   

Constitutional Update: 

• Isenberg wants to form a small committee to re-write the Club’s Constitution.  The last 
revisions occurred in 2005.  Under the president’s plans, elections would be held in April with 
installation in June.  Club governance will be a major item at the March 11 meeting.  A brief 
discussion followed about possible future changes. Michael Hessberg suggested having a 
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Men’s Club member on the TBE Membership Committee as a way to identify potential new 
Club members. 

• As for selecting future Club officers, Hessberg recommended putting together a Nominating 
Committee to recruit candidates and to plan the elections and installation of the next board.  

Executive Board: 

• David briefed the Club on issues before the TBE Executive Committee and the Board of 
Governors.   

• There was a discussion about the Rabbi’s participation in the TBE auxiliaries like Men’s Club 
and Sisterhood.  Some Club members wondered if TBE is to outwardly focused on the 
Richmond community instead of more focused on the TBE congregation. David said that he 
does meet with the Rabbi on an ad hoc basis.  It was pointed out there is a need for regular 
communication between the Club and the clergy.  Ron Felmus said that Rabbi Creditor 
during his term was not a regular attendee of Men’s Club events.  Too much attention to the 
auxiliaries would overwhelm the Rabbi’s calendar.  Ron suggests that what is needed is 
better definition of what the Club wants/needs from Rabbi Knopf.  It’s possible that this issue 
could be worked through the TBE President.   

• Hazzan Search:  Neal Menkes who is on the Search Committee provided an update. 

Whiskey Tasting:   

Fourteen people attended the event.  Club members said the event was both fund and educational, 
providing a lesson in whiskey chemistry and the affect of water and ice on this elixir.  A follow-up 
event could be held before the end of June. 

Casino Night:   

Some 150-160 people attended the fundraiser, which most people found to be great fun.  David 
Isenberg thanked the volunteers who helped stage the event, and said the profit for TBE could likely 
fall in the range of $11,000 to $12,000.  Next year’s event may be changed to sometime after the 
High Holy Days.  Anyone interested in helping should contact David.  Michael Hessberg thanked 
David and Jerri Isenberg for their hard work in chairing the event for the past two years. 

Vice President’s Report 

Programming with Sisterhood:   

David has met with Sisterhood President Chris Greenberg.  Twice a year events is the goal.  A 
cooking night program is planned for next Sunday at the price of $45 per person.  Eight people have 
already signed up with 2 more ready to do so.  The program can accommodate as many as 24 
participants. A wine tasting event in the Charlottesville area is planned for next year in the fall. 

Community Purim Party:  

The JCC community-wide event is slated to be held on Feb 25 from noon to 3:00 p.m.  Club 
members who wish to help out in the kitchen can sign up for the event on the TBE website.  There 
will be two shifts to prepare the hot dogs, hamburgers and potato knishes. 

Men’s Club Softball:   

Don Light gave the report.  Men’s Club will be playing on Tuesday nights.  March 20 is the first 
game with practice being held the previous two Sundays.  Not all team members are TBE members, 
but all are Jewish and pay Men’s Club dues.  The team is part of the Western Henrico Church 
League.  $1,000 is the usual request made of the Club.  $700-$800 are league fees plus equipment 



and trophies.  Shirts, bats and balls make up most of the other costs. Motion is made and seconded 
that up to $1,000 will be appropriated for the softball season.  The motion is withdrawn and a new 
one is offered raising the spending ceiling to no more than $1,200.  The motion passes 
unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report 

See attachment at the end of the minutes for the detailed report. Ron Felmus asks about the Club’s 
cash situation.   David Isenberg mentions that if anyone is interested sponsorship of a Club meeting 
costs roughly $38. 

Golfing Tournament:   

Vice President Harry Baron asks about the Club’s interest in a golf event.  A possible May 6 date 
conflicts with the target date for end of year school picnic (and TBE annual meeting).   

Poker Night:   

Hilton Rubin updated the Club on the issues that need to be addressed before holding the event.  
First issue is to pick and lockdown a concessionaire to run the event.  A March date is likely.  Men’s 
Club objective is to bolster the number of new comers for this JCC fundraising event.  There will be 
an education component for those who do not know the game.  The event will be catered with the 
Club possibly helping out on the food. Men’s Club will work on cleanup after the event.  Historically 
the event attracts somewhere from 25 to 60 players.  It is not a huge fundraiser.  Building 
relationship with JCC and attracting new members are more realistic goals.  The breakeven point is 
25 players.  At the March 11 meeting the Club should know the financial exposure.  David Abady 
suggests that JCC other events that night could attract interest in the poker game.  Unfortunately, 
the JCC calendar is jammed, making that idea difficult to do.  It is suggested that two separate 
tournaments be held with one for beginners and the other for more experienced players.  Steve 
Green suggested moving the date to later in the year to provide more time for marketing.  By next 
meeting all questions will have been answered. 

There is no old business. 

New Business:  David Abady suggests reaching out to Sisterhood and pushing the notion of a 
couples golf tournament.  Raises questions about rekindling Men’s Club and Sisterhood Shabbat 
weekend.   

Good and Welfare:  Steven Green’s in-laws celebrated their 50-year wedding anniversary.  Don 
Light thanks all for their support as he recovers from double knee replacement surgery. 

Michael Hessberg volunteers to handle “get well” cards if asked.  This is not a fundraiser but a 
service that Men’s Club provides. 

President Isenberg adjourned the meeting at 10:36 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Neal Menkes 



Treasurers Report 2/11/2018 

1/1/2018 Opening Balance $1,655.20 

Deposits 

Total Deposits $0.00 

Checks 
5335 – TBE – Gift Certificate for Casino Night $500.00 

5334 – D. Isenberg – Whiskey Tasting $116.10 

Check Totals $616.10 

1/31/2018 Ending Balance $1,039.10 

Deposits Unrecorded 

Total unrecorded deposits 

Outstanding checks 

Total outstanding checks 

$0.00 

$0.00 



Union First Market Bank $1,039.10 

Vanguard Funds 
VBIAX - Balanced Index Fund Admiral Shares $12,072.86 

VDIGX - Vanguard Dividend Growth Fund $16,966.14 
Investment Balance as of 2/9/2018 

Total  Cash & Investments $30,078.10 

   


