
TBE Men’s Club Minutes 

December 10, 2017 

22nd of Kislev, 5778 

TBE Parham Road Campus 

President David Isenberg called the meeting to order at 9:21 a.m.  A quorum was 
present.   

Also in attendance were Neal Menkes, Franklin Wolf, Gary Goldberg, Reid Cardon, Bob 
Siegel, Hilton Rubin, Steven Rabinowitz, Ricky Horwitz, Jeffrey Bookbinder, David 
Lowenstein, Arnold Lowenstein, Josh Cane, Glen Wilensky, Isaac Skrommne, and 
Michael Hessberg. 

Meeting Minutes:  The November 12, 2017 Minutes were unanimously approved. 

President’s Report:   

David informed the group that the November Minutes were posted on Men’s Club 
Facebook page and the TBE Men’s Club web page.  David Isenberg and Krista Fidlow 
(k.fidlow@bethelrichmond.org) can provide access to either social media. 

In response to a question about officially reconstituting the Men’s Club board and 
officers, David said a vote will be held next spring.  He noted that most of the previous 
officers and board members had agreed to remain in office until such time. Michael 
Hessberg explained the nominating and voting processes. 

David updated the club on last month’s pub walk, noting that some 16-17 members 
participated and that the responses from the group were positive.  

David also stated that membership dues will remain at $38.  The billing system will, 
however, be changed.  The new system will use Shul Cloud, meaning the dues will be 
part of the overall TBE billing statement.  David will send an e-mail to explain the new 
system.  (See Attachment.) 

David also announced that he will regularly report to the club on the actions taken by 
the TBE Executive Board and Board of Governors.   

David reminded the club that Casino Night is scheduled for the night of February 3.  
Last year’s event raised roughly $11,500.  The fundraising goal for the 2018 event is in 
the range of $15,000-$20,000.  Sign up sheet for event will be on TBE web site.  Brian 
Imburg is in charge of alcohol and is looking for donations. 

Programming Report:  
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Hilton Rubin provided an update about the Poker Tournament.  He has talked to the 
JCC about co-hosting the tournament, explaining that the JCC has run six such 
tournaments over the years. First priority is to set a date.  In the past, the JCC 
tournaments have occurred on Wednesday nights, usually in the winter or early spring.  
Hilton also explained the tournament rules, buy-in fees, food and beverage sales, and 
other fundraising activities that can be employed.  The tournament would likely begin at 
6:00 p.m. and could run as late as 1:00 a.m. the following day.  The club also has to 
decide if women should be included, if the tournament will have a theme, and if the 
money raised should be earmarked for a specific cause.  Past tournaments have raised 
between $500 to $1,500.  Men’s Club could reduce tournament costs by cooking food 
and bartending.   

TBE Religious School reversed course and decided to celebrate Hanukkah on 
December 13 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Sisterhood will do the cooking.  The club has 
been asked to do setup/cleanup.   

Harry Baron is working with the JCC about the possibility of including in its league a 
TBE Men’s Club basketball team.  Harry is seeking 5-10 members who would be 
interested in playing or even sponsoring the team.   

Whiskey tasting will be the next social network event at McCormack’s in Regency 
Square.  Tuesday nights are reserved for such events.  Glen Wilensky said space is 
provided at the bar. Rabbi Knopf could join the group for rounds on December 21. 

A golf outing may be held next spring. 

Purim Party:  

JCC has asked Men’s Club to participate at the February 25 Purim Party.  The club has 
traditionally prepared and served food.  JCC wants the food service to run from 
noon-3:00  p.m.   

Isaac Skrommne asked about Men’s Club participation during the Jewish Food Festival.  
David agreed it is something to explore. 

Other Programming Events:   

David has met with Sisterhood President Chris Greenberg about joint events.  Possible 
ideas include a couples cooking night at Publix or a “party bus” tour of Charlottesville 
wineries. Arnold Lowenstein asked if Men’s Club and Sisterhood can host a special 
program for new TBE members.   

Events with other groups like Beth Ahabah Brotherhood Club were mentioned.  Beth 
Ahabah joined with Men’s Club at beer drinking program at Legends and a Squirrels 
game this past summer. 

Bob Siegel asked about an event to attend a baseball game in Baltimore or Washington.  
David will put together a small group to look into it.   



 Treasurer’s Report:  

Michael Hessberg presented the Treasurer’s Report (See Attachment).  Michael also 
shared with the club that TBE’s finances are still precarious, meaning that synagogue 
dues only covers some 80.0 percent of the operating costs. 

Good and Welfare: 

Franklin Wolf thanked those club members who helped out with CARITAS. 

At long last, Josh Cane’s supernatural thriller has been published. 

Glen Wilinsky’s daughter moved back to Virginia.   

December 25 is Mitzvah Day at McGuire’s Hospital. Gary Goldberg is recruiting 
volunteers for the event.   

December 30 Shabbat at TBE will celebrate Franklin Wolf’s 80th birthday.   

Don Light had double knee replacements.    

Hilton Rubin thanked everyone for keeping the meeting short.   

The meeting adjourned at 10:26 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Neal Menkes 



Men's Club 2.0 - 2018 Dues 

!  

Good Evening Men's Club Members and Perspective Members, 
  

I wanted to send you this note to let everyone know that our 2018 Beth El Men's Club 
Dues ($38 per person) are now available to be paid on Shul Cloud with your Temple 
Beth El invoice.  As many of you might recall we changed our process from sending out 
a mailer with envelope to make this process more convenient for our members to pay 
their dues. 
The process is very simple.  When you log into your Shul Cloud account to pay your 
2018 Temple and/or Hebrew School Fees you can opt in to Men's Club by checking the 
box and indicating in the text box field that you would like $38 of your payment to go 
towards Men's Club 2018 Dues.  If you would still prefer to pay by check and find that 
easier, you can send that to the Temple Beth El office and indicate your $38 payment 
should go towards your 2018 Men's Club Dues. Of course, we also will accept 
any donations of support, as well. 
What do your Men's Club Dues go toward you might ask?  We use this money to 
support many of the initiatives of Men's Club throughout the year.  As we relaunched 
Men's Club 2.0 this year, we developed our "New" Three Pillar approach to programing 
to provide something for everyone.  For example, we often use this money to offset the 
cost of such things as Hebrew School functions for the kids such as our end of the year 
school picnic (Community Service/Hebrew School Pillar), or give back to Beth El directly 
by supporting its annual Casino Night Fundraiser, and we sponsor the Men's Club 
Softball Team (Sports Pillar) along with sponsoring/subsidizing different Men's Club 
Social/Jewish Networking events throughout the year. 

We thank you for your support of the Beth El Men's Club and your membership. If you 
haven't been a member in the past, I hope you consider joining us this year and for 
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years to come.  And if you have been a member before, we look forward to your 
continued participation and membership this coming year. 
Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me by 
responding to this email or I can be reach by phone at (804) 387-1371. 
  

Shalom, David 

David Isenberg, Temple Beth El Men's Club President |
 Templebethelmensclub@gmail.com | (804) 387-1371 
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Treasurers Report  12/10/2017
11/1/2017 Opening Balance $6,273.43

Deposits

Total Deposits $0.00

Checks

5327 -  M. Hessberg -  Brunch Nov 2017 $60.00

5326 -  Israel Giftware Designs -  Kiddush Cups $277.47

Check Totals $337.47

11/31/2017 Ending Balance $5,935.96

Deposits Unrecorded

Total unrecorded deposits
$0.00

Outstanding checks
$0.00

Total outstanding checks

Union First Market Bank $5,935.96

Vanguard Funds $13,829.93

VBIAX - Balanced  Index Fund Admiral Shares $18,924.60

VDIGX - Vanguard Dividend Growth Fund

Total Cash & Investment Balance as of 12/08/2017 $38,690.49




