
         May 3, 2020 

Dear Congregants, 

Did you ever think that we would be living through a pandemic in our lives?  
Not being able to be with each other, our families, and friends has been one 
of the most difficult sacrifices we have ever faced as a Jewish community, 
one that takes pride in these institutions and principles.  It feels like a horror 
movie, but one that I hope will have a happier ending.  We will make it out 
stronger than ever.  To those who have been ill, I wish you a speedy recovery 
and to those that have lost loved ones my heart goes out to you. 

 I want to give credit to Rabbi, Cantor, Ramona, and Faith for keeping us 
moving forward and not letting this incredible situation get in their way.  
Norma, Hannah and Krista haven’t missed a beat in keeping in touch with 
the Community and making sure we all have what we need whether a phone 
call, a newsletter or a prayer book.  Josephine and Chris for keeping up with 
the facility.  Thank you for your commitment to what you do! 

Unfortunately, I need to share some bad news before I get to the good news. 
Faith Kallman our Executive Director has decided not to renew her contract. 
We are so appreciative of the four years she has given to us.  We have raised 
more money in the time Faith has been here than any other.  She has kept us 
running no matter the barrier.  Even COVID-19 didn’t stop her!  We became 
more tech savvy with Shul Cloud and Kesef accounting package 
implementation. Thank you! She was the best partner I could have had over 
the last three years.  I and the whole Congregation, wish you well, whatever 
you choose to do next, we will be right there cheering you on. Our loss is 
someone else’s gain. 

In addition to Faith leaving her post, I am announcing my resignation as the 
President of the Congregation.  Our Constitution dictates that a President can 
only hold the role for a maximum of three terms, each term normally being 1 
year.  Once three years has passed, the congregation must vote on a new 
President in person at the Annual Meeting.  Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, we are unable to meet in person for a formal vote.  In this case, 
the Constitution provides for the Senior Vice President to serve as President 
until the next annual meeting. While our SVP position was vacant for much 
of my term, the Board acted in February 2020 to fill the role, electing 
Michael Doniger as SVP with the intention that the Board Development 



committee would be nominating him as President at our annual meeting. 
Michael agreed to take on these duties and does so effective with my 
resignation on May 3rd, 2020. As soon as the pandemic subsides and we can 
safely hold our postponed annual meeting, we will formally vote for 
Michael. 

There have been wonderful things that have happened here at Beth-El in the 
last three years.  Cantor Rosenblatt joined us and has agreed to another 
three-year contract.  I am so excited that she is staying, as well as renewing 
of Rabbi Knopf’s and Ramona Brand’s contracts too.  

The sale of the 5.6 acres of land out on Parham, and potentially starting of 
renovations at Grove Avenue.  Our beautiful synagogue needs some loving 
improvements like the roof, mechanicals and water leaks repairs, etc.  
Hopefully we will be able to replace the pews that we have physically 
outgrown (with the average person more than seven inch taller than when 
the Temple was built), and a more of a flexible seating arrangement in the 
sanctuary.  At this point we were hoping to have a plan for the Congregation 
to see from our architect but COVID-19 has delayed all our planning. As 
soon as we can all meet together again, we will have drawings and maybe 
samples too. 

Rabbi and Cantor have worked very hard on bringing new things to us over 
these last two years specifically: The Underground band, muffins for Rosh 
Hashanah, rebooting Friday night services, RISC Committee, RVA Israel, 
Caring Committee, the continuation of Haverah, etc.  With COVID -19 
rocking our world we have found on-line services has drawn consistent 
support from the Congregation and learning to be a great use of ZOOM 
beyond just meetings and we have built a strong community from each one 
of these groups.  

Online school, because of COVID-19, is a winner! Congratulations to 
Ramona and her teachers for their success.  Attendance has been great and 
enthusiasm from the children has been rewarding. 

You never know what might happen when you take on a volunteer position 
and how it might change your life.  I have learned a lot about Employment 
Law and Contracts, thank you Rita Ruby and our stellar Personnel 
Committee.  I have also gained knowledge when it comes to land leases and 
zoning in Henrico County.  Thank you to Marc Greenberg and the Site 



Committee as well all the Congregants who came out and showed support 
for the sale of the land.  Our strength in numbers made quite the statement.  
When the County Supervisor asked those in favor to stand the room lit up.  I 
was so proud. 

An appreciation for our Clergy and the hours they work in support of each of 
us.  They are always planning for the next holiday, artist in residence, 
lectures or Encounter RVA. Training our future Bnai Mitzvahs, supporting 
Simchas and life celebrations or being there for our senior members with 
visits.  I have spent many hours with Rabbi, Cantor, Faith, the Executive 
Committee, Ben Lewis, Chris Greenberg, Rita Ruby, Marjie Patterson and 
Sara Waskin, Neal Menekes, Cathy Soffin, Ed Coleman, Kristin Gorin, 
Brian Imburg, Michael Hessberg and Marc Rutman.   Thank you for those 
many slices of pizza!  To the Board who came to meetings open minded and 
willing to brain storm solutions and ideas plus, questions and support the 
Organization.  Thank you! 

Finally, please support Michael Doniger as the incoming President as you 
have me.  I know he’ll appreciate the Community input and collaboration. 

Thank – you! 

Benita Felmus


