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Agenda 

D’var Torah ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................Rabbi Knopf

Adoption of Minutes 90th Annual Meeting ............................................................................................................................................................. Roy Zeidman

Budget & Finance Committee Report .................................................................................................................................................................................Jeff Levin

Award Presentations .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................various

Board Development Committee Report & Vote .................................................................................................................................................... Benita Felmus

Installation of Officers & Board of Governors .............................................................................................................................................................Rabbi Knopf

Building for Next 90! Grove Ave. Renovation Update ................................................................................................. Benita Felmus & Frances Goldman

2021-22 B’nai Mitzvah Class 
Ysabel Beck, Chloe Dollins, Carly Gerring, Ezra  Kamras, Jacob Katz, Lillian Rose Katz, 

Zoe Kate Nomberg, Samantha Rubinstein, Emma Wallach

2021-22 Confirmation Class 
Zev Pasternak, Avner Polsky, Allison Rubinstein

Minutes  Submitted by Ed Coleman

Annual Meeting May 23, 2021
1.   Welcome (Mike Doniger, President) 

 Mike called the meeting to order at 4:03 p.m.

2.   D’var Torah (Rabbi Knopf)

 It has been 10 years since Rabbi was ordained, but he has never 
quoted a lyric from one of his favorite bands Nine Inch Nails. The 
singer asks, “Are you alone?” and answers “Isn’t everyone?” For the 
past year, this answer applies to most of us through the pandemic. 
There were many ways in which we were isolated; for those of us 
who love our synagogue, we had to endure being locked out of 
the temple building for over a year. Years ago, experts diagnosed 
an epidemic of loneliness. Prayer, Torah, and Acts of Lovingkind-
ness enable us to strengthen our connection to one another. We 
have been in action all along, supporting one another, partici-
pating in virtual services, scores of new households have joined 
the congregation, and we are making strides toward becoming 
the premier center for Jewish study in our region. A synagogue is 
way more than just a building; we are a holy community, bound 
by shared values and common purpose. But a holy community 
isn’t born, it’s made – it requires everyone’s participation and take 
active responsibility for one another. One of the consequences 
of reopening is that when the feelings of loneliness dissipate, we 
may lose the sense of urgency and passion that compelled us 
to engage with our congregation. Rabbi and the staff pledge to 
continue their work and their efforts to engage all members of the 
community, through programming, services, and social justice. A 
proposed constitutional amendment will help us become a more 
inclusive congregation. Our renovation campaign ensures that we 
honor our past and embrace the future.

In this week’s Torah portion, the Israelites decamp from the wilder-
ness and resume their journey, but complain about only having 
manna. A pause in life can give us a chance to reflect and appre-
ciate, but we run the risk of losing sight of what was special. God 
instructed Moses to get 70 elders to share the leadership; the way 
to move forward is to empower more people to take ownership 
of the community. However you choose to participate, retain the 
connections that bind us together. Mazel Tov on a really great year; 
may we work together to ensure that next year and all years to 
come are even better.

3.  A few housekeeping notes in lieu of having a quorum to 
vote (Mike Doniger)

a.  As of this week, we have modified current guidelines to 
reflect CDC guidance. Services can now be up to 150 people.

b.  Service leaders on the bimah may choose to remove their 
masks for clarity when all on the bimah are fully vaccinated. 
Maintaining pod seating in the sanctuary.

c.  Comments from Mike: TBE has come through the pandemic 
stronger than ever. Read the committee reports: there is a lot 
going on for the next year. And we will cap off this meeting 
by discussing the renovation, which is enjoying broad sup-
port. Our second theme is that we are open and reopening. 
The school held its first large-format outdoor activity. We are 
training Zoom gabbai. All Zoom services will have an in-person 
component. Final theme is inclusion: gender, race, ethnic back-
ground, orientation, different political views and different views 
on the State of Israel.
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Minutes  cont’d

4.  Budget & Finance Committee Report (Marjie Patterson, VP 
Finance)

Mike gave a good preview of some of the things I’ll discuss about 
the synagogue financial performance for the past year. (Detailed 
information can be found in the Annual Meeting 2021 booklet.) In 
late 2020, Wells Coleman performed a review of our books. In March 
2021, the Board approved a balanced budget for 2021-2022 (the 
second balanced budget in a row!). Roof repair for Parham has been 
approved and will cost approximately $150,000. 

5.  Grove renovation update (Benita Felmus)

 Benita shared a PowerPoint with the renovation goals: inclusion, 
acceptability, maintain the aesthetics of the sanctuary entrance and 
chapel. Upgrades to systems; care of Torahs through humidity con-
trol. Single point of entry; adjustments to existing lobby, moveable 
sanctuary walls, front ramp outside buildings, atrium skylights, 3 
new bathrooms, rear elevator/stairs configuration, considering re-
moving old elevator. Current estimate is 3.3M with 700K contingen-
cy. Done asbestos testing and only one place needs abating. In June 
we have chair and pew vendors coming in for product review.

Frances Goldman, Chair of Renovation Committee. There is 50% do-
nor participation from our congregation. There is ~$1.5M pledged 
or about to be pledged. We are really looking for 100% participa-
tion – whatever it is, it’s important that we do it together. We are so 
close to the Sisterhood match that Sisterhood has agreed to match 
$125,000.

Mike Doniger: Shared project estimate was $4M. With pledges, cash 
on hand, Parham land scale funds, we are at $2.4M. We have applied 
for another $1.6M in grants, income from sale of rentals, and the 
campaign with large contributions. 

Mike addressed some questions about entrance functionality; stairs 
in front, elevator (not yet finalized with regards to its position), rear 
entrance with proximity possibly to elevator.

6. Special Presentation (Rabbi Knopf & Cantor Rosenblatt)

 Last year, we went through the annual meeting without doing 
something we ought to have done then. We would like to embarrass 
Benita Felmus, who has held just about every committee position 
and now heads our nominating committee and chairs the Renovat-
ing for the Next 90 committee. Psalm 127 teaches: “Unless the In-
finite builds the house, its laborers toil in vain.” We wanted to recog-
nize Benita for the incredible work she has done through overseeing 
the sale of the Parham land and moving us to the completion of the 
renovation project. We offer her a mezuzah so that she is reminded, 
as she walks in and out of her home, of TBE’s love and care for her. 

7. At 5:01 p.m. we still did not have a quorum and are unable to 
conduct business. We will consider the constitutional amendment 
at a future date. Rounds of applause to Rabbi and Cantor; Executive 
Director, Tess Goldblatt, who has decided to retire later this year due 
to some health issues that have arisen; Ramona, Norma, Josephine, 
Abby, and other staff members; to our lay leaders, officers, board 
and committee chairs.

8.  Constitution Committee Report and vote on amendment 
(David Ruby and Chris Greenberg, co-chairs)

The president appointed a constitution committee to look at a cou-
ple of issues. Anne Barash, Harry Hirsch, Roy Zeidman are the other 
members. (1) non-Jewish spouses and membership (2) reschedule 
meetings in case of emergency (3) allow for remote/hybrid meet-
ings; (4) board vacancies to be filled in between meetings. [see 
annual meeting notes for specifics]

9. Nominating Committee Report (Benita Felmus)  Nominees 
listed in May program

5:19 p.m. Quorum attained! Meeting called to official order

Constitution Committee Vote on Amendments

#1: To be able to conduct remote meetings? Motion carries 
unanimously

#2: To fill vacant seats: Motion carries unanimously

#3: Inclusion of non-Jewish spouses as members of TBE? Mo-
tion by Neil Menkes to amend the amendment, seconded by Bet-
te Rose Webne. Add language to preclude non-Jewish members 
from serving on the ritual committee. If a non-Jewish TBE member 
wishes to convert, s/he would be eligible to serve on the ritual 
committee. To allow non-Jews to serve on the ritual committee is 
a compromise with our values.

 Discussion followed: Rita Ruby opposes the amendment. 
GD Rothberg expressed concern that Ritual Committee was not 
consulted about the amendment. Harry Hirsch agreed with Rita 
in opposition to the amendment. Gary Webne supports Neil’s 
amendment. Chris Greenberg: this issue has been discussed by 
the board for 3-4 years based on USCJ’s changes.

 Vote on Neil’s amendment: In favor: 27. Opposed: 48. Mo-
tion to amend the amendment does not pass.

 Vote on motion. 1 opposed; 3 abstentions. Motion passes

Adoption of Last Year’s minutes: unanimously adopted.

Nominating Committee Vote on officers: Unanimously ap-
proved.

10.  Installation of Officers (Rabbi Knopf)

 Rabbi Knopf formally installed the 2021-2022 Board of Governors. 

Rabbi closed the meeting with a prayer at 5:48 p.m. Mike awarded 
some door prizes and adjourned the meeting at 5:49 p.m.
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Budget & Finance Committee  Jeff Levin, VP of Finance
Members: Susan Beller, Benita Felmus, David Lowenstein, 

Marjie Patterson, GD Rothenberg, Damien Timms, Sara Waskin 

  The Budget and Finance Committee is responsible for overseeing the budget process for the Temple, periodically re-
viewing the income and expenses of Temple Beth-El and reporting on these reviews, ensuring that the books are reviewed by an 

independent CPA, and reviewing the membership dues structure.  

 Wells Coleman performed a review of the Temple’s 
financial statements for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021.  
The reviewed financial statements were presented to the Board 
at its March meeting and accepted.  No exceptions were noted 
by the accountants.
 For the fiscal year ended a year ago, on June 30, 2021, 
operations showed a gain of $111,683 inclusive of the Payroll 
Protection Program (PPP) grant, or a modest gain of $14,326 
excluding the PPP.  Revenues from dues and other sources were 
in-line with the budget, while expenses were below budget.
 The current fiscal year, ending June 30, 2022, is a bit more 
challenged. While the Board passed a balanced budget, actual 
results through April have expenses in line with the budget; 
however, we are running behind due to a shortfall in expected 
income. We have taken action to further cut expenses, increase 
our dues collection efforts, and re-instituted the Passover 
Challenge to close this gap. Even so, we currently expect fiscal 

2021-2022 actual results to be short of budget by over $70,000 
which will use up our remaining cash reserves. If you have 
an outstanding balance on your account, please contact 
Damien Timms 804-355-3564 ext 1104 to help us close out 
this year in a better position. Additionally, Passover Challenge 
and Patron Dues donations are still being accepted!
 Looking forward, a balanced budget for 2022-2023 was 
also approved by the Board in March.  A targeted dues increase 
beginning with calendar year 2023 as shown in the table below 
was incorporated. Of note, all Single membership categories 
remain unaffected. The targeted increase only impacts the 
Family categories. It also continues the planned merger of the 
Family 66-70 and Family 35-65 categories over the coming 
years. As most of our expenses are contracted / related to 
our staffing, the key to realizing the budget is increased dues 
collection (as mentioned above) and fundraising.
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Per the Temple Beth-El Constitution, the Board of Governors is comprised of (1) officers, (2) members-at-large, (3) president / 
chair / representative from Sisterhood, Men’s Club, Cemetery Corporation, Facilities Committee, Personnel Committee, Ritual 
Committee, School Committee, and (4) former temple presidents.

Officers 
(2022-2023)

President – Michael J. Doniger

Vice President – open

Financial Vice President - Jeff Levin, CFA

Membership Vice President – Isaac Skromne

Learning & Social Action Vice President – Anne Barash

Secretary – Roy Zeidman

Board Development Committee Report & Election
 Benita Felmus, Chair

Members: Marsha Feldstein, Kristin Gorin, Brian Imburg, Bonnie Wilensky

The Committee reports the following nominees for the offices/terms indicated:

Members at Large, Class of 2025

Frances Goldman 
Jake Millhouse  
Adam Falik

Endowment Committee (2022-2025)

Frances Goldman

Trustees

Robert Siegel

Endowment Committee Ron Felmus, Chair
Members:  Sara Waskin, John Levy, Chris Greenberg

The Temple’s endowment ended 2021 with a balance of approximate-
ly $6.8MM.  Of which, $1.25MM is set aside from the Parham land sale 
for use on the renovation project, and $0.75MM is in restricted funds 
for specific purposes.  The balance, $4.8MM, is in the Legacy Fund 
which provides a distribution each year of approximately 4% of its 
assets based on the average balance of the last three years.  This year 
the endowment will provide roughly $165,000 or 16% of the temple’s 
operating budget.

The performance of the endowment has been very strong.  For the 
last three years, the annualized return has been 12.1%.  The commit-
tee anticipates the forward-looking performance will be significantly 
lower, more likely in the 3-5% per year range.   The timing of the Par-
ham land sale and the resulting contribution to the endowment was 
fortuitus and has added about $100,000 a year to the endowment’s 
contribution to the Temple’s operations.

I encourage the congregation to look to the Temple’s bulletin to learn 
more about the Endowment’s restricted funds which are available to 
help with travel to Israel, educational programming, and other specif-
ic areas of interest.  Requests for funding can be made through our 
Executive Director.

How can you help the Endowment Committee?  The biggest role 
of the endowment is to support operations.  Gifts to the Legacy Fund 
or participation in the Life and Legacy program (details on page 10) 
are the best ways you can ensure the future financial health of our 
community.

Lastly, I want to thank the generous and thoughtful participation of 
the lay leaders who participate on the Endowment Committee; Sara 
Waskin, John Levy, Chris Greenberg, and our future member Frances 
Goldman.  
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Membership Committee   Isaac Skromne, VP Membership
Lay Members: Alex Berger, Madeline Berger, Chris Greenberg, Tiffany Washington, Dina Weinstein, LeAnne 
Whitlow, Arlene Wiener  |  Staff/Clergy Members: Benjamin DaCosta-Kaufman, Krista Fidlow, Rabbi Knopf, 
Cantor Rosenblatt,  Damien Timms

Statistics  from April 1, 2021 to March 31, 2022 
(as of April 27, 2022)
Members Family Units (March 2021): 373; 601 adult members
Current Member Family Units (March 2022): 367; 610 adult mem-
bers
New Member Units (2021-2022): 25 (6 of which are Religious school) 
Member Units Resigned (2021-2022): 18
Member Deaths (2021-2022): 13

This small and passionate group has worked on streamlining the 
committee’s operations, (re)establishing procedures and imple-
menting new community programs and initiatives.

Membership Successes
• Created a mission statement: “To provide all Beth-El members a 

community of belonging by facilitating, supporting and over-
seeing the many initiatives serving all our members.”

• Revised structure of committee. Different members are in 
charge of different constituencies such as 50ish and better (Ar-
lene Wiener) and young families (Alex and Madeline Berger).

• Delivered welcome bags to all new members .
• Inspired changes to the TBE Website.
• Initiated and executed in-person programs to engage the com-

munity (e.g, Comedy prog.)
• Created and executed a Purim Mishloach Manot program.

Ongoing Initiatives
• Continue to revise the Membership page on the TBE website.
• Continue to revise Membership committee structure and 

function, seeking to have representatives of each constituen-
cy on the committee.

• Create structure and guidelines to facilitate grass-root com-
munity programing.

• Increase efforts to retain members.
• Explore novel initiatives to recruit new members.

Challenges
• How to attract new members.
• How to retain new members, especially Converts after the first 

year at the Synagogue.
• How to properly capture the broad diversity of our Congrega-

tion on the website.

Social Action/Tikkun Olam (SATO) Kristin Gorin, Chair
RISC (Richmonders Involved to Strengthen our Communities) 
This year we added Sam Abrash to the TBE RISC leadership team. 
Kristin Gorin also remained a team leader. RISC successfully advo-
cated for affordable housing allocations, funds for Healthy Homes 
which repairs mobile homes, and continued to push for GVI, a gun 
violence intervention program. TBE had at least 26 people in attend-
ance for the Nehemiah Action. Learn more at riscrichmond.org

VICPP (Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy) The VICPP 
advocated for more affordable housing funds at a statewide level, 
continued to push for the abolition of solitary confinement among 
other campaigns. TBE members participated in email campaigns to 
the Governor.  Learn more at virginiainterfaithcenter.org

IRC (International Rescue Committee)  This year we are mentor-
ing an Afghan refugee family. We should be paired with one no later 
than mid-May. Ben Lewis is leading the effort along with 9 other TBE 
members. We are joining forces with Or Atid to accomplish this goal. 
The federation is graciously providing us with funds to help cover 
housing costs for the family.  Learn more at rescue.org

Book Buddies Until the last few weeks, TBE volunteers have not 
been able to be in person for this program. Back in December, we 
raised funds for new books, purchased, and delivered them to the 
schools we sponsor.

Shoe Drive  Temple Beth-El was successful in raising enough funds 
to deliver 90 pairs of shoes to two schools.

Book Club We started a congregation-wide book club in 2022. We 
are hoping these quarterly discussions will be stimulating to those 
who want to dig deeper. Our first book was How the Word is Passed 
by Dr. Clint Smith. The second book is No Time for Neutrality by Rabbi 
Michael Knopf and Miriam Aniel.

Purim Funds (congregation-wide) We donated half of the raised 
funds to Leket Israel and half to Feedmore. Both fight hunger, the 
former in Israel, the latter, in Virginia.

Special Shabbatot We had two special shabbat services. One dedi-
cated to reproductive freedom, the other to refugee initiatives.

https://www.riscrichmond.org/
https://www.virginiainterfaithcenter.org/
https://www.rescue.org/
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Men’s Club
Men’s Club has always been an important and active organization with-
in Temple Beth-El. Our number one goal is to provide support to our 
Religious School.
  Over the last few years, we have had to reinvent ourselves in an 
environment where masks and social distancing are the watch words of 
the day.   Like many social groups over the last decade, we were already 
experiencing a decline in participation.  
  To reinvigorate the Men’s Club and give us added purpose, it was 
decided several years ago that the Men’s Club would focus on three 
main pillars within our Synagogue:  Social Networking, Participation in 
Sports, and Community Service.  By working closely with Sisterhood, 
Temple Leadership, Clergy and the School Board, we are well posi-
tioned to assist with the many types of programs within the Beth-El 
community.  
  Social networking has always been our major focus.   Don’t plan 
a picnic without our very capable cooking crew.   We have frequent-
ly ushered in the beginning and ending of the school year with our 
world-famous hot dogs, and we prepared the Latkes at the Religious 
School Hanukkah parties.  We have had monthly breakfast meetings 
which included numerous guest speakers and of course, these pro-
grams go better with Lox and Bagels.
  We built a nature pavilion on the school grounds to promote out-
door learning. Often, we have provided funds to enable confirmands 
to go on their annual field trip.  When the Sukkah magically appears 
and disappears every year, that’s the members of the Men’s club up on 
ladders with wrenches and bamboo.  In conjunction with Sisterhood, 

our B’nai Mitzvahs are presented with their Shabbat candlesticks and 
Kiddish cups on the bimah for their special day.   
  The second pillar is sports.  The Men’s Club sponsored fishing 
trips to the Chesapeake Bay and baseball outings to the Diamond and 
Camden Yard.   For over 30 years now, Beth-El’s Men’s Club has fielded a 
Jewish softball team in the Western Henrico Church League.
  The third pillar is community service. Men’s Club has played an 
integral part in the JCC Purim Carnival every year, cooking and serv-
ing knishes, hot dogs and hamburgers.  Over the years, Men’s Club has 
sponsored close to twenty (20) blood drives, collecting nearly 500 pints 
of blood for the Red Cross.  Over the years, we share credit for a couple 
of grand fund-raising events, including Casino Night and Cabaret.
  During the course of the pandemic, Men’s Club has been forced to 
reduce some of our in-person programming.  As a result, in lieu of our 
annual dues of $38, we suggested that contributions could be made to 
the new building fund.  
  Now we are beginning to regroup and we will recommence col-
lecting dues and providing fun and exciting programming. But, the via-
bility of our club going forward is only going to be realized if members 
step up to support and become active. To better serve our kids in the 
religious school, it is essential that some of our younger dads, with 
school age kids, get involved: email Don Light at adlight@aol.com
  Please consider picking something within our organization that is 
fun and generates passion and we will sign you up!  Our jolly band of 
brothers are here to welcome all with open arms. 

Sisterhood  Chris Greenberg, President
2020-21 Officers: Chris Greenberg, President; Arlene Slutzah, Financial Secretary (Membership); Susan Beller, Treasurer; 
Fern Frost, Recording and Corresponding Secretary. Vacant positions – Publicity, VP Programming, Immediate Past 
President, Parliamentarian.
2021-2022 Board Members: Karen Farzad (School Committee Representative), Madeline Berger, Jenna Hopp, LeAnne 
Whitlow, Hilary Hodes
2021-2022 Board Chairs: Arlene Slutzah (Gift Shop), Mary Siegel (Floral Fund), Gail Schwartz (Commemorative Cards), 
Stacy Baum/LeAnne Whitlow (Invitations and Stationery)

Honorary Board Members: Ramona Brand, Dara Rosenblatt, Adira Knopf

The primary mission of Sisterhood is to promote the welfare of the 
congregation of Temple Beth-El, the Jacob and Selma Brown Religious 
School and the families of our congregation.  To fulfill this mission, 
Sisterhood fundraises through sales of commemorative cards 
and invitations, coordinates donations to the Floral Fund, collects 
membership dues, and hosts fundraising events like our annual donor.  
We are grateful for those in our congregation who join Sisterhood and 
help to support us in a variety of ways.

Support for Temple Beth-El (July 2021 – Projected through June 
2022): $62,000 which includes our annual donation to the school 
budget ($15,000), Capital Campaign Payments ($32,500), religious 
school support ($600), regular staff gifts, IT/router expenses, and 
Grove kitchen water heater replacement ($13,900).

Opportunities for Sisterhood
• The addition of some younger board members looking to engage 

their contemporaries

• In partnership with the Membership Committee, exploring 
opportunities to engage young families, Jews by Choice, and 
other members of the TBE community

• New programming initiatives beginning with the Holiday Family 
Fun Bag project, offered for free this year for Purim and Passover.  
Will be rolled out next year for more holidays with a subscription 
option.

Challenges for Sisterhood
• Decreased membership (dues) & other fundraising
• Vacant leadership positions and no leadership succession for five 

years
• Working to define a new model for Sisterhood along with Men’s 

Club for the future

A big thank you to Barbara Shocket for being a consistent contributor 
of inspiration and active board member to Sisterhood for many years.  
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Brown Religious School Committee Marc Rutman, Chair
2021-2022 School Committee members: Miriam Aniel (Teacher Representative), Ramona Brand (Director of Youth Learning), 
Kelly Crockett, Jessica Darden-Trisko, Karen Farzad, Miwa Kamras, Rabbi Michael Knopf, Marci Linas, Jennie O’Holleran, 
Cantor Dara Rosenblatt, Nancy Walter (Vice)

The staff for 2021-2022 Lisa Wilburn (Pre-K/K) Ray Fidlow (Kinder-
garten and Grade 1), Tanya Buresh-Werby (Grade 1)  Harlan Loeb-
man (Grades 2-5), Rabbi Ilan Pardo (Grade 2-5, Midweek and Virtual 
Monays), Miriam Aniel (Grade 2-5), Brandon Metheny (Grade 6-7, 
Midweek, Teen Advisor) , Ben Nachman (Grade 8-9), Eddie Lucas 
(Midweek/Parsha Shavua) Cantor Dara Rosenblatt, (Midweek, B’nai 
Mitzvah) Rabbi Michael Knopf (Confirmation),  Ramona Brand (Mid-
week and Virtual Hebrew), Livy Brownstein (Music), Nina Lankin 
(Library), Hilary Hodes (Inclusion Specialist), Emma Sears (Inclusion 
class assistant) The following students worked as Madrichim: Elia-
na Pirron, Naomi Pirron, Ally Rubenstein, Theo Hirsch, Aden Doniger

Enrollments We have 96 students enrolled in the Religious School, 
with an additional 2 students serving as Madrichim not enrolled in 
classes. We have 55 school families engaged in the Pre-K through 
10th grade. We welcomed nine new families to the religious school 
this year.

Chaverim Katanim We expanded our family programming to 
include young families, with children from birth through 5 years 
old. These families attend Tot Shabbat, Holiday events, and our new 
Chaverim Katanim (Little Friends) playgroup, which meets the 3rd 
Sunday of each month at the Religious School. There are approx-
imately 30 families in this age group who are actively involved in 
these programs. We can expect anywhere from four –fifteen families 
attend a program at one time. 

Teen Programming Under the leadership of Maggie Hessberg, 
along with advisor Brandon Metheny, the teens have had a success-
ful social programming year, beginning with a fall “Drive-In” movie at 
the religious school, a Hanukah event, several virtual games during 
the winter and will be finishing the year with an Ice-Cream Social in 
May. Maggie and the teen board has kept our teens in grades 6 and 
up engaged and active in social events and USY programs. 

The Religious School was awarded three grants from the Jewish 
Foundation
$2,469 For Olam Shalem, Olam Gadol: to promote learning about 
Global Jewish Peoplehood.

$525 For The Blackbird Girls: book purchase and author visit to 
grades 6-10, focus on the effects of the anti-Semitism of the Holo-
caust on life in post WWII Soviet Union and ultimate resettlement of 
Refusnik Jews in the USA (and Richmond).

$2430 to further support our Inclusion Program with staffing, 
resources, and workshops. Hilary Hodes and Emma Sears were 
hired in part through this grant and have been instrumental in pro-
viding much needed direction in supporting the emotional, social, 
behavioral, and educational needs of our students who have been 
impacted in many ways by the Pandemic. 

The Covid Pandemic challenged us again this year, as we navigat-
ed our way through surges. We began the year with “Safe Outdoors” 
activities and held all our classes and High Holy Day events outdoors, 
utilizing public parks, Grove Avenue, and faith partner locations. We 
saw excellent attendance at our fall holiday and school program-
ming. We collaborated closely with the professional staff and the 

Covid advisory board in guiding us back into the building and put 
stringent Covid Protocols in place before returning to indoor classes 
in late October. Our current Covid protocols can be found at bethel-
richmond.org/faqschool. We continued to offer virtual classes on 
Mondays and Thursdays for students who were not yet comfortable 
returning to the religious school, or who had other conflicts with 
Wednesday programming. 

We developed a safe new method for drop-off and pick-up this year, 
as we did not allow parents into the building. It took a few weeks to 
streamline the new procedures, and it now flows very smoothly. 

While also challenging, we utilize our green spaces each school ses-
sion, and teach outdoors as much as possible. Rolling white boards, 
creativity, a new Ga-ga Pit, and our Nature Center have all been 
instrumental in maintaining the high educational standards we hold 
for the religious school and in keeping our students and staff safe 
and healthy. We finished our winter semester on a high note with a 
joyous full-school Hanukkah celebration.

Unfortunately, the Omicron surge sent us back to virtual classes in 
January and February. During those months, the school provided 
several more “Safe Outdoors” classes and programs. Undeterred by 
the cold and snow, we held our Tu B’shevat / Consecration event 
for all families Grades Pre-K - 3 at Deep Run Park on January 23, 
with our largest ever Consecration class of 24 students!  4th and 
5th graders met at Soar/Park 365 for a program related to Jewish 
Disabilities month, learning about inclusionary Jewish values on 
February 6th.  6th and 7th graders and parents explored Richmond 
on the Jewish Richmond History tour. Virtual classes continued 
through the end of February.

This spring we have been back in the building, able to learn about 
and celebrate Purim together, prepare for Passover and continue to 
expand our hands-on, minds-on learning. Special events this spring 
included a visit from National Jewish Book Award winner and local 
author Ann Blankman with the 6th & 7th grade students on March 
20th to discuss her book The Blackbird Girls. After her presentation, 
she signed books for the students. 

On March 26th and 27th, our teen students, under the direction 
of teen teacher, Ben Nachman, held their first weekend retreat 
in three years! The teens, with Ben and Rabbi Knopf, spent several 
weeks preparing for the weekend, by learning about hunger issues, 
and about RVA Community Fridges. This local mutual-aid network or-
ganization assists in combating local hunger at a grassroots level and 
encourages community participation. The students prepared ten 
fresh homemade meals and delivered them to the Oakwood Com-
munity fridge where they met with one of the program volunteers. 

Global Jewish Peoplehood has been a focus of our Judaics cur-
riculum during this school year, introducing our students to the 
broad range of Jewish communities around the world. Our students 
have been taking a whirlwind tour covering many Jewish cultures 
and while comparing them to our traditions, holidays, and values. 
We have been exploring the importance of ‘expanding the tent’ and 
recognizing the rich tapestry that is the Jewish people. As a culmi-

cont’d on next page
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nation of this program, we celebrated with a Global Jewish Festival 
on Sunday, May 15th at the religious school. This family event includ-
ed a speakers’ panel, food tasting, a henna station, drum circle, music, 
games, crafts, and educational stations which enhance the under-
standing of Jewish culture and practice around the world. 

We thank our teachers for their creativity and flexibility throughout 
the year, and the parents for their support, patience, and partnership. 
We also thank Sisterhood and Men’s Club for their generous and 
enthusiastic support. As we come to the end of a third school year 
affected by the Covid-19 pandemic, we know that we have become 
stronger and smarter and have expanded our ability to deliver quality 
Jewish education. 

Respectfully submitted,

Marc Rutman, Interim Chair Religious School Committee 
Ramona L. Brand, Director of Youth Learning

Religious School cont’d

Caring
at Temple Beth-El
Crews

Several sub-crews have been developed:
Phone Crew Sometimes just hearing someone’s voice can be 
comforting. Phone crews make regular calls to our isolated mem-
bers to check in on them.

Bereavement Crew providing comfort and support to those 
who have lost a loved one. This crew will sit shmirah (guarding 
the body before burial) at funeral homes, help coordinate shivas, 
visit bereaved congregants, help with household chores and er-
rands, etc.

Meal Train Crew providing meals to congregants recovering 
from illness, surgery, or childbirth. Through the MealTrain website 
(mealtrain.com), we can help make this happen.

Visiting Crew alternate visiting (when it is safe to do so) the 
homebound or ill members of the Beth-El community.

Transportation Crew driving congregants to services and syn-
agogue programs.

Join us! 

Please email Cantor Rosenblatt and/or Rabbi Knopf and let us know if you would like to be involved!

Cantor Rosenblatt  Cantor.Rosenblatt@bethelrichmond.org 

Rabbi Knopf  Rabbi.Knopf@bethelrichmond.org

Caring Crews was created in response to the
pandemic, and it continues to grow.  

mailto:Cantor.Rosenblatt@bethelrichmond.org
mailto:https://images.shulcloud.com/991/uploads/Bulletins/BulletinMarchApril2020.pdf
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 To accommodate the growing need for a Jewish Cemetery that 
would allow for the interment of a non-Jewish spouse or non-Jewish 
partner, Richmond Beth-El Cemetery Company, Inc.  purchased ad-
ditional acreage in both 2013 and 2018 adjacent to the Cemetery’s 
original six acres.  In addition, this New Section would also continue to 
offer to the Richmond Jewish community a place for traditional Jew-
ish burial. The expansion began in Spring 2021. On Sunday, October 
31, 2021, the Richmond Jewish Community and Rabbi Michael Knopf 
of Temple Beth-El consecrated this new section as Chesed Memorial 
Park of Richmond Beth-El Cemetery. 
 Chesed Memorial Park was designed with bushes separating it 
from the original cemetery and with a roadway that connects this 
park-like setting to the rest of the cemetery. In the next several weeks, 
we will be ready to begin selling burial sites to the Richmond Jewish 
community. 
 For over 86 years, Richmond Beth-El Cemetery Company, Inc. has 
been helping the Richmond Jewish community to make End-of-Life 
plans and to bury their loved ones with respect and dignity. The orig-
inal two acres were purchased from Forest Lawn in 1936. In 1950 the 
Corporation purchased two additional acres in back of the original 
parcel and in 1958 two more acres were purchased. These six acres are 
for the interment of persons of the Jewish faith only.

 In the meantime, if you have any questions, or would like to 
be added to the contact list for Chesed Memorial Park information, 
please reach out to the Richmond Beth-El Cemetery Administrator at 
RBCC.Director@gmail.com.

Now and Forever… 
Richmond Beth-El Cemetery

THE FUTURE OF THE JEWISH 
COMMUNITY IS IN YOUR HANDS.

HOW WILL YOU ASSURE 
JEWISH TOMORROWS?
contact us 
TBELegacy@gmail.com

THE FUTURE OF 
THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 

IS IN YOUR HANDS.

Thank you to those who have 
made a legacy commitment to Temple Beth-El

11 Anonymous
Celia Brown (OBM) 

Jacob & Selma Brown (both OBM) 
Eva Brummer (OBM) 

Jake & Margie Clayman (both OBM) 
Susan Cohen Marks (OBM)

B. & E. Cohn Trust
Frona & Alan Colker

Rabbi Gary Creditor & Ruby Eisenberg- Creditor 
Judy Crocker

Michael & Luan Doniger 
Ron & Benita Felmus

Bea & Jack (OBM) Fine 
Marilyn Lipsitz Flax & Robert Flax 

Ron Friedman
Edith & Eugene (both OBM) Glock  
A. Lawrence & Frances F. Goldman 

Christine & Marc Greenberg 
Carolyn Weiss Guertin (OBM) 

Florine Sue & Charles Harowitz
(both OBM)

Michael & Lisa Hessberg 
Harry & Lois Hirsch 

Margaret & Kurt Hirsch (both OBM) 
Hal (OBM) & Helen Horwitz 

Brian & Melody Imburg
Faith Kallman 

Malcolm (OBM) & Willa Kalman
Neil S. Kessler

Dr.  Wendy Klein

Rabbi Michael & Adira Knopf 
Amy & Nat (OBM) Krumbein 

Dara Hirsch Kurtz 
Ben & Laura Lewis 

Neal & Joan Menkes
Yaakov Milano Millhouse 

Debbie Minden (OBM) & Gary Goldberg 
Jay Levine

Myron Linfield (OBM)
Gail & Jim Plotkin 

Ruth Rosenberg (OBM) 
GD Rothenberg

Sarah & Milton (OBM) Rubin 
David & Rita Ruby 

Joan & Arlin (OBM) Ruby
Esther Ray Shevick (OBM)

Barbara Shocket
Hattie Shocket

Robert & Mary Siegel 
Mark & Susan Sisisky 

Martin & Arlene Slutzah 
Betty Anne Soffin

I. Norman & Patricia (OBM) Sporn 
Gladys Tatarsky (OBM) 

Nancy Cohen Walter
Sara Shocket Waskin

Gary & Bette Rose Webne
Bonnie & Glen Wilensky 

Franklin Wolf & Gini Blostein-Wolf

https://www.rescue.org/
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Temple Beth-El 2021-22 Board of Governors

Class of 2022
Neil Halpert

Class of 2023
Anne Barash
Marsha Feldstein
Gary Goldberg
Nina Lankin
Marci Linas
Bonnie Wilensky

Class of 2024
Susan Clayman
Kelly Crockett
Josh Frost
Kristin Gorin
Michael Hessberg
Arlene Wiener

Trustees
Michael Hessberg
Harry Hirsch
Brian Imburg
Ben Lewis
Bob Siegel

 David Lowenstein Men’s Club President
 Chris Greenberg  Sisterhood President
 Rita Ruby Personnel Committee Chair
 David Ruby Ritual Committee Chair
 Brian Imburg Facilities Committee  Chair
 Marc Rutman School Committee Chair 
 Bette Rose Webne Cemetery Corporation Representative

 Michael J. Doniger President 
 vacant Senior VP
  Jeff Levin, CFA VP Finance
 Isaac Skromne VP Membership
 Marc Rutman VP Adult Ed & SATO
 Roy Zeidman Secretary
 Benita Felmus Immediate Past President

 Michael Knopf Rabbi
 Dara Rosenblatt Cantor
 Ramona Brand Director of Youth Learning
 Damien Timms Executive Director

TEMPLE BETH-EL
3330 Grove Avenue Richmond, Virginia 23221

Phone:  804-355-3564    Fax:  804-257-7152
bethelrichmond.org

Other Committees (partial list): Get Involved!
 Gary Goldberg Adult Education Chair
 Kristin Gorin Social Action / Tikkun Olam (SATO) Chair
 Susan Beller College Outreach Chair
 Ron Felmus Endowment Chair
 Bette Rose Webne Cemetery Corporation Representative
 Cantor Dara Rosenblatt Young Adult (The Bridge)  Chair (looking for lay person Chair)
 Debbie Falik/Marsha Feldstein Havurah Co-Chairs
 Frances Goldman Building for our Next 90 Campaign Chair
 Adam Falik Health & Safety Chair
 Barry Krieg Security Chair
 Marc Greenberg Real Estate Chair
 Cantor Dara Rosenblatt Caring Crews Chair (looking for lay person Chair)
 Rabbi Michael Knopf SHALOM Israel RVA Chair (looking for lay person Chair)
 Sherrina Gibson, Miriam Aniel, Miwa Kamras Racial Justice/Inclusion Co-Chairs

Past Presidents
Benita Felmus (2017-2020)
Ben Lewis (2014-2017) 
Rita Ruby (2012-2014)
Brian Imburg (2009-2012)
Harry Hirsch (2007-2009)
Bob Siegel (2005-2007)
Franklin Wolf (2003-2005)
David Ruby (1997-1999)
Bea Fine (1995-1997)
Jay Ipson (1993-1995)

Thank you to Neil Halpert who is rolling off the Board.

 Interested in serving on a committee? Please reach out to a committee chair or officer.  
We are happy to discuss your interests and what committees have openings.

Find most email addresses at this link (upon logging in):  bethelrichmond.org/layleadership



Thank You Grove Renovation Donors so far!  (as of May 13, 2022)

The Renovation will begin this 
summer!  Shabbat Services will move to 213 

Roseneath, and High Holy Day services will be at the 
Virginia Museum of 

History & Culture. Details to come!
Please Donate at 

bethelrichmond.org/grovereno

Anonymous
Sam Abrash & Katherine Whitney

Miriam Aniel
Ric & Rhona Arenstein
Richard & Lois Backer

Anne Barash & Eric Holzwarth
Leslie and Howard Baron

Loretta Barowsky
Jessica Beck & Family

Myra Beller
Susan & Scott Beller

Louis & Michelle Bellman
Elliott & Hilary Bender

Meryl Bernstein
Irving & Rhona Blank

Marshall Bonnie
Lynn Bowles

Amy & Paul Buckberg
Nicholas Calhoun

Susan Clayman & Frank Starks
Ed Coleman & Lisa Freiman

Joey & Rose Clayman
Frona & Alan Colker

Patricia & Max Comess
Teri L. Cooper
Laura Cousins

Judy K. Crocker
Kelly & Shane Crockett

David Curtis
Arthur & Susan Davis

Stewart & Myra Deutsch
Janet Distelman & James Levenson

Helen Dobkin
Michael & Luan Doniger

Patricia Doniger
Patti Dunham

Michael & Beth Edelstein
Dorothy Wade Eichner

Roberta & Howard Elford
Kenneth & Phyllis Ellenbogen

Heschel Falek & Kathleen Fortney
Adam & Debbie Falik

Randy Farrow
Anna & Jesse Feld

Marsha Feldstein & Mark Pennington
Ron & Benita Felmus 

Karin Fine
Russ Finer

Fishman Family
Cynthia Shoham Follick & Joshua Follick

Alane Ford
Joyce & Melvin Fratkin

Jeff & Fern Frost
Stephen Frost
Whitney Frost

Shira Futterman
Louis & Judy Gary

Allyson Gary
Sam & Gail Genderson

Sherrina & Mitchell Gibson-Reid
Edith Glock

Margaret Goff
Aaron & Stephanie Goldberg

Gary Goldberg
Tess & Richard Goldblatt

Erin Goldin
David & Liana Goldman

Frances & Larry Goldman
Michael & Julie Goodman

Jeffrey Gordon
Kristin & Gabriel Gorin
Stuart & Gail Grandis

Marc & Chris Greenberg
Linda & Michael Griff

William & Cheryl Gross
Eric & Melanie Grossman

Neil & Laurie Halpert
Arthur & Judy Harrow

Michael & Lisa Hessberg
Estelle Hewlett

Harry & Lois Hirsch
Ari & Meggie Hirsch

Jenna Hopp
Debbie Horwitz
Helen Horwitz

Howard Horwitz
Inge W. Horowitz

Tracey Adler Horwitz
Sylvia Horwitz & Dov Weitman

Steven Hurwitz
Isabela Ikaztegi de Lara
Brian & Melody Imburg

Gregory & Rozana Itskovich
Robin & Danny Jackson 

Richard Jacobson 
Mary Ann James

Emily Jasper 
Stan Jett

Haley Jones
Ronald Kallman
Ronald Kaplan

Adele & David Karp
Deborah & Tobias Karp-Leiss

Sharon Kashinejad
Alan & Lynn Katz

Benjamin & Rachel Katz
Richard Katz

Daniel & Jennie Kemp
Fred & Fay Kessler

Neil & Lynn Kessler
Harry Kirschbaum

Simons Klein Family
Andrew Kline

Shelly Klinger & Barbara Dill
Rabbi Michael & Adira Knopf

Blanche Kornfeld
Judith Kowler

Barry & Lisa Krieg
Barry & Ellen Krauss

Elliott Kurtz & Melissa Freilich
Nina Lankin

Edith Lehman
Regina G. Levet

Jeffrey D. Levin & Bethany Levin
Risa & Jay Levine

Bram & Sarah Levy
John & Judith Levy
Ben & Laura Lewis
Joel & Gail Lewis

Richard & Pearl Lieb

Don & Marsha Light
Richard & Allyn Linas

Steve, Marci, Alison & Stephanie Linas
Eli Liniado

Marilyn Sue Koslow Liroff
Lisa, Rick, Lev & Ari Looney

Jane Lowenthal
Barbara Lowenstein

David & Rebekah Lowenstein
Marilyn Lowenstein
Jessica & Brian Lynn

Michael & Barbara Mandrel
Carol Matuschek

Kathleen McFatridge
Neal & Joan Menkes

Yaakov Millhouse
Stanley & Janet Meyers

Victor & Dale Moes
Allen & Jere Mollen

Steven & Marilyn Moore
Jennifer & Dennis Morgan
Albert & Marlene Negrin

Sandra H. Nogi
Robert & Jennifer Nomberg

Oscar / Zimm Family
O’Holleran Family

Sandler & Shana Levy Passman
Rabbi Ilan & Claudineia Pardo 

Joel & Marcia Peck
David Perry & David Sachs

Phil Pollack
Robert & Melia Pustilnik

Walter & Barbara Rabhan
Mitchell & Elaine Ragone

Cristina Ramirez
Harris Raskind

Richmond Beth-El Cemetery
Deborah Rodman & Darryl Lowery

Arnold, Catherine, & Sara Rosenbaum
Aaron & Heather Rosenberg

Cantor Dara Rosenblatt
Paul Rosenblatt & 

Jessica Sage-Rosenblatt
Toby Rosenthal
GD Rothenberg

Sandie Clayman Rousso
David & Rita Ruby

Joan Ruby
Marc Rutman

Dennis Rutledge
Noah Sachs

Roberta Oster Sachs
Colette Sage

Barbara Schenkein

Terry Schultz
John Jay & Gail Schwartz
Maurice & Jane Schwarz

Brian & Alisa Shapiro
Barbara Shocket
Hattie Shocket

Karen Shirar
Isadore & Mary Anne Shrensky

Howard Siegel
Robert & Mary Siegel

Paul & Zelda Silver
Cliff & Michael Singer
Mark & Susan Sisisky

Sandy Sisisky
Sisterhood

Dr. Joyce Slater & Mr. Bruce Slater
Martin & Arlene Slutzah

Mark S. & Susan J. Smith R.N.
Edward Smotkin

Cathy & Steve Soffin
Michael & Betty Anne Soffin

Norman Sporn
William & Cheryl Sporn

Rita Stein
Michael & Libby Stern

Sam & Jane Straus
Damien Timms & Patrick McKim

Rubin & Eleanor Unowitz
Nancy C. Walter

Tiffany Washington
Sara & Mitchell Waskin

Adrien Watson
Matthew & Carrie Weber

Gary & Bette Rose Webne & Family
Joel & Randy Webne

David Weinfeld, Marjie Patterson 
& Opal

Betty Weissbecker
Charles & Vickie Weitzenhofer

LeAnne Whitlow
Amy Whitelaw & Josh Jeffreys
Arlene Wiener & Fred Kovacs

Glen & Bonnie Wilensky
Aaron & Marian Winer
Dorothy Meyers Wizer

Franklin Wolf & Gini Blostein-Wolf
Marshall Wolf

Deb & Ken Wolff
Lisa & Nathan Zasler

Matthew & Melissa Zeidman
Roy & Barbara Zeidman

Melanie Ziff
Sonia Zinder

http://bethelrichmond.org/grovereno

