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Agenda 

D’var Torah ............................................................................................................................................................................................Rabbi Knopf

Adoption of Minutes of 87th Annual Congregational Meeting ........................................................................................ Cathy Soffin

Constitution Committee Report & Vote .............................................................................................................................Chris Greenberg

President’s Remarks ....................................................................................................................................................................... Benita Felmus

Nominating Committee Report & Election ....................................................................................................................................Ben Lewis

Installation of Officers & Board of Governors ...........................................................................................................................Rabbi Knopf

Budget & Finance Committee Report ..........................................................................................................................................Sara Waskin

Men’s Club Report & “Man of the Year” Award ................................................................................................................... David Isenberg

Sisterhood Report & “Woman of Distinction” Award .....................................................................................................Chris Greenberg

Religious School Madricha 
Aaron Falik, Becca Falik,  Elianna Gold, Molly Gold, Sam Kreig, Yehuda Skromne

2018-19 B’nai Mitzvah Class 
Tess Coleman, Zev Pasternak, Avner Polsky, Allison Rubinstein

2019 Confirmation Class 
Sarah Beller, Millie Buckberg, Morgan Gerson, Mara Glock, Madeline Green, Grace Hessberg, 

Parker Morgan, Claudia Sachs, Cameron Webne, Erika Webne, Rebekah Wright

Minutes  Submitted by Cathy Soffin
Temple Beth-El’s 87th Annual Congregational Meeting, May 6, 2018, Parham

1. Benita Felmus, President, called the meeting to order at 10:01 am.  A quorum was present.
2. Rabbi Knopf delivered the D’Var Torah.  He spoke about the diverse community represented in Richmond and the need to 

seek to understand the diversity and strengthen connections that support and honor the community as well as Temple Beth 
El.

3. Benita Felmus submitted the minutes of the 86th annual congregational meeting, which were approved unanimously.
4. Benita Felmus delivered the President’s Remarks. Notable events this year included the Cantor Search.  Nearly a 1/3 of 

congregants attended services during the candidate visits and participated in subsequent surveys eliciting feedback for each 
Cantor. The Search Committee, Executive Committee and the Board appreciated the thoughtful comments that helped them 
in identifying Cantor Rosenblatt as their recommendation to the congregation for hire. The Passover Challenge was a success 
generating over $103,000 from 125 donors with an additional $50,000 anonymous matching gift. She thanked the Board 
members whose terms are ending in 2018.

5. Ben Lewis, Past President and Chair of the Cantor Search Committee, thanked the committee who worked countless 
hours to choose a new cantor including Statement of Need; Posting of Solicitation; Vetting of Candidates; Reviewing Con-
gregational Feedback; and Candidate Recommendation.  Based on overwhelming positive feedback from the congregation 
and the unanimous recommendation of the Search and Executive Committee, the Board of Governors unanimously voted to 
extend an offer of employment for Cantor Dara Rosenblatt. Cantor Rosenblatt accepted the offer subject to the approval of 
the congregation.  Ben Lewis presented the following motion for congregational vote: to approve the initial employment of 
Cantor Dara Rosenblatt as Cantor of Temple Beth-El. A congregant asked about the term and start date.  Benita shared that 
the contract is a 2-year term and the Cantor will start sometime in early July, TBD. The congregation voted unanimously to 
approve the hiring of Cantor Dara Rosenblatt.

6. Ben Lewis, Chair of the Nominating Committee, presented the slate of nominees to serve as officers for the one-year 
term 2018-2019 and members of the Board of Governors for the classes of 2019, 2020 and 2021.The slate was approved 
unanimously, and Rabbi Knopf installed the new officers and Board members.

7. Sara Waskin, VP of Finance, reported on the budget and finances.  The synagogue has a deficit of $160,000 for the year 
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ending June 2017 (projected $60,000 deficit).  The deficit was due to several factors including a one-time fee to transfer accounting to out-
side firm, the hiring of a new educational director and executive director, and reduction in the amount of collected dues.  In March 2017, 
the Board approved a 2017-2018 budget with a loss of $(74,000). While the number of members remains about the same as compared to 
last several years, in increasing percentage of dues remain unpaid. Although there are increased number of students enrolled in the reli-
gious school, tuition income has remained flat and the school deficit has grown.  Sisterhood increased their annual donation from $15,000 
to $30,000 to help offset operating costs. Cash surplus in the real estate accounts are used to fund operations, and most operational 
expenses have stayed flat or been reduced. The budget for the upcoming 2018-2019 fiscal year shows a projected deficit of $(141,000) 
due to lower dues collection and reduced rent at Parham.  Sisterhood approved a $140,000 loan in the Spring to pay down the Lines of 
Credit. The successful Passover Challenge will add $153,000 directly to the Operating budget to temporarily alleviate accumulated deficit. 
Congregation discussed options to help increase dues collection including scholarships and alternative membership structures.  Congre-
gants also suggested increased transparency about shortfalls so that congregation have better understanding of importance of the dues 
revenue.  Sara indicated that she will share details in upcoming Bulletin.

8. David Isenberg, President of Men’s Club, spoke about the group’s recent transformation to attract more and younger members and 
thanked past and current officers.  Ron Felmus presented the “Man of the Year” award to Franklin Wolf for his unending dedication to all 
aspects of Temple Beth-El including the Life and Legacy Campaign.  (His wife, Gini Blostein-Wolf, accepted the award on his behalf as he 
was out of town.)

9. Chris Greenberg, President of Sisterhood, spoke also about the need for Sisterhood to transform to better meet the needs of the con-
gregation. She shared that Sisterhood has donated close to $47,000 to operations and school budget deficit.  She presented the “Woman 
of Distinction” Award to April Williams who has brought new ideas and support to Sisterhood.

10. Please refer to the following pages in this booklet for updates from the following committees: Endowment, Social Action/Tikun Olam 
(SATO), Facilities, Ritual, and Brown Religious School.

11. Noting that the stated business of the Congregational Annual Meeting had been concluded, President Benita Felmus adjourned the meet-
ing at 11:06.

Constitution Committee  Chris Greenberg, Chair
Members: Debbie Minden, Benita Felmus, Rita Ruby 
The Constitution of Temple Beth-El requires it to be reviewed every 5 years, but it can be amended at other points in time.  After operation 
under the most recent Constitution amendments approved in May 2017, there are several amendments the President felt should be made to 
help with Board function, Nominating Committee responsibilities and continuity, and a few other small items.  The proposed amendments 
were approved by the Board of Governors at its regular meeting on March 14, 2019.  The proposed amendments must be approved by at least 
two-thirds of members present and voting at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, May 5, 2019.

Please note that the most recent version of the Constitution of Temple Beth-El, an amended version of the Constitution with the proposed 
changes noted and the rest of this package can be found online at bethelrichmond.org by clicking on About Us and then selecting Constitu-
tion.  An updated and complete version will be posted after the May 2019 annual meeting.

(Proposed changes are in the mailer that was sent to all members.  Additional copies available at the annual meeting.)
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From the President Benita Felmus
To think 2 years have gone by!

I want to thank Faith Kallman, Norma Fiedler, Hannah Imburg, Josephine Harris, Krista Fidlow from afar and Chris Muffo.  Without their 
behind-the-scenes support, the Temple could not function.  Thank-you!!

We have several Executive and Board members who have completed their terms.  As I call your name could you stand so that we can 
recognize your years of service to the Temple.  Debbie Minden, Sara Waskin, Cathy Soffin, Rachel Schiaer and Hilton Rubin.

Community and support from the community/congregation is vital to our success as a Temple/Religious School, Men’s Club and 
Sisterhood.  Thru the Passover Pledge this year we were able to raise over 31,000 (plus matching donations).  Thank you to all those 
who have given.  Our Life & Legacy Program has gone beyond our expectations with such strong participation.  Once again we have 
received $7500 from the Greenspoon Foundation for meeting our goal.

The Religious School continues to grow to over 100 students.  Early Bird registration is now open.  Help us to be prepared for next 
school year by registering now.

Plus we welcomed Cantor Rosenblatt. Who has shared her voice, smile and warmth with us.  So glad to have you here!

But, the highlight of the year for me was the support we received at the Henrico County Planning Committee and Supervisors 
meetings.  When the Supervisors asked who was in attendance to support the re-zoning of the land next door, almost the entire room 
stood up.  I was bursting with pride.  Thank you again, to all those who came out to support the re-zoning.  As you probably know it 
was unanimously passed by the Board of Supervisors.

The land is being sold to CAVentures for a Life Care Facility.  There will be 150 rooms basically split into thirds for independent living, 
assisted living, and memory care.  They will be sharing our driveway and traffic light onto/off Parham Road.  This sale is for $3.5 Million.  
The Board has voted to put $2 million in the Endowment to insure the continued operation of the Temple and the remaining 1.2 
million dollars after closing to improving the Grove Avenue building.

The Site Committee’s next step is to interview Architectural Firms and create a RFP for the project.  We will be using the data from the 
Visioning Committee’s work for the wants and needs of the changes.  Hopefully, within the next 6 to 9 months we will have drawings 
or 3D model for the Congregation to comment on.  Very Exciting!!

Finally, I would like to share that Rabbi Knopf and the Temple have come to an agreement on a new 5-year contract.  So looking 
forward to Rabbi, Adira and the kids to be with us through 2024.  At the end of the meeting we will have drink and cake to toast Rabbi 
staying with us.

Here’s to 2019/2020 - only good things for all!



Annual Meeting 2019 Page 5

Nominating Committee  Ben Lewis, Chair
Members: Jennifer Bandas, Stephen Frost, Harry Hirsch, Rita Ruby, Marc Rutman, Rachael Schaier

The following are nominees for the designated officer and board member positions.
[Names listed in brackets continue in their current roles and are not included 
in congregational vote during this annual meeting.]

President:  Benita Felmus

Senior Vice President: vacant

VP of Finance: Marjie Patterson

VP of Membership & Publicity: Chris Greenberg

VP of Learning & Social Action: Marc Rutman

Secretary: Ed Coleman

[Immediate Past President: Ben Lewis]

Board of Governors – Class of 2022 
Michael Doniger, Neil Halpert, Nancy Millhouse, Isaac Skromne

Board of Governors – Class of 2021 
[Stephen Frost, Sam Straus, Roy Zeidman]

Board of Governors – Class of 2020 
 [Jennifer Bandas, Rachel Imburg Beverly, Barry Krieg]

Special “thank you” to the following temple members who are rolling off the board after having volunteered in their re-
spective positions for the maximum allowed number of consecutive years.

Sara Waskin – VP of Finance

Debbie Minden – VP of Learning and Social Action

Note:  Per the Temple Beth-El Constitution, the Board of Governors is comprised of (1) officers, (2) members-at-large, (3) 
president / chair / representative from Sisterhood, Men’s Club, Cemetery Corporation, Facilities Committee, Personnel 
Committee, Ritual Committee, School Committee, and (4) former temple presidents.
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Endowment Committee Marc Greenberg, Chair
Members:  Susan Beller, Benita Felmus, Frances Goldman, Neil Kessler, John B. Levy

In 2018, The Endowment Committee continued to monitor invest-
ment performance and distribute funds from the Endowment to sup-
port the Temple’s operations and programming.

The Legacy Fund provided over $45,000 to support the Temple’s op-
erating budget. Additional support was provided for capital repairs, 
camp assistance, scholarships for school tuition and other program-
ing by other specialty funds held by the endowment.

The Committee wants to highlight the many Endowed Funds and 
their purpose.   Beyond supporting the operating budget, dues and 
facilities, the endowment has funds which support travel to Israel, 
training and materials for the teachers of Brown Religious School, 
Jewish camp experiences for children of our members, adult educa-
tion, and music programs.  Information on each fund and its purpose 

is available on the Temple’s website at bethelrichmond.org/funds, 
and by calling the office.  Individuals can make contributions to any of 
these funds, create a new fund for a purpose they are passionate, or 
make a contribution as part of their legacy giving.

The Endowment is a tremendous asset left by our past and current 
congregants.  It helps to sustain Temple Beth-El.  If you are interested 
in providing a legacy for future generations, please contact the office 
or any member of the Life and Legacy committee to see how you can 
help ensure the future of our congregation.

I would like to thank the members of the Endowment Committee: 
Frances Goldman, John B. Levy, Neil Kessler, and Susan Beller for the 
time and energy they bring to each meeting of the Committee.  

Budget & Finance Committee  Sara Waskin, VP of Finance
Members: Susan Beller, Benita Felmus, Jeffrey Bookbinder, Mark Greenberg,  Michael Hessberg, GD Rothenberg
 The Budget and Finance Committee is responsible for oversee-
ing the budget process for the Temple, ensuring that the books are 
reviewed or audited by an independent CPA and reviewing the mem-
bership dues structure.  
 After last year’s Annual Meeting, a CPA formal review was per-
formed (in lieu of an audit).  The fiscal year ended June 30, 2018 and 
left us with a deficit of ($27,820) which greatly differed from the budg-
eted loss of $74,000.  This reduction was due to the success of the Pass-
over Challenge, a challenge that was prompted by a $50,000 matching 
gift by an anonymous donor in response to the upcoming projected 
loss for the 2018-2019 fiscal year.
 In March 2018, the budget was approved with a projected loss 
of $141,000.  Membership numbers did not change significantly dur-
ing the fiscal year and the office did a final outreach to those who re-
mained as members on our rosters but had not paid dues for some 
time.  Faith did a thorough purge to arrive at a “good” membership 
number of 385 units.  Actual membership income was not affected 
as we had already taken into account these dormant accounts.  The 

“purge” will affect lowering the dues we pay to the USCJ.  TBE also ne-
gotiated a $140,000 loan from Sisterhood to allow us to pay down our 
external Line of Credit.  Our health insurance costs were also signifi-
cantly down this year.
 Late last year, the proposed sale of the Parham Road land was on 
the horizon and now that it has overcome the major hurdles, the Tem-
ple will reap the benefit of greater endowment dollars annually once 
some of the proceeds are invested.  However, that will not completely 
alleviate the inevitable $140,000 annual loss we can expect going for-
ward.  The 2019-2020 budget was approved with a loss of ($143,000)
with a caveat added to the Motion that the Board would make desig-
nated time in the coming year to address the reasons for the deficit 
and work towards proposing solutions to end this cycle of operating at 
unsustainable losses.
 Faith and her team have done an excellent job at managing the 
daily finances.  They remain static.  The issues that need addressing are 
larger than the daily bills and it will be the Board’s challenge to commit 
to making meaningful changes.

Social Action/Tikkun Olam (SATO) Co-Chairs Marc Rutman, Franklin Wolf
 Social Action / Tikkun Olam (SATO) had an exciting year.
  SATO joined forces with a couple of our own Bar Mitzvah con-
gregants and the Richmond Department of Recreation and Parks 
in continuing to pick up trash and garbage along the banks of the 
James River. We’ve participated in this for the past several years and 
this year we expect to do this on Sunday, June 30, 2019.
  SATO worked with the ranks of the Richmond Partnership of 
Churches/Synagogues “New Shoes Back to School Ministry.” We 
continue to provide shoes for children in need. The temple collect-
ed shoes that were distributed to children in need on Labor Day. We 
provided volunteers to work the tables. Special thanks go to Gary 
Weiner and Amanda Weiner of Saxon Shoes who provided many 
shoes at below cost.
  SATO is on the verge of membership and strengthening our 
participation and relationship with RISC (Richmonders Involved to 
Strengthening our Communities).   RISC is a congregational civic 
group composed of 21 churches and synagogues. It is focus driven 

on particular needs of the local community. Current issues involve 
literacy of 18,500 children in our schools failing their SOLs, job initia-
tives for the less educated, affordable housing, and childhood trau-
ma. This year’s primary focus emphasizes the current eviction rate in 
the community. Temple Beth-El held our very first House Meeting 
followed by an organizational dinner.  Thank you Josephine for your 
continuing support and the wonderful meal that you prepared for 
us. Our team attended strategy and research focus meetings. We also 
attended a City Hall session to emphasize the need for affordable 
housing.
  All of our activities are posted on the Temple Website under “Get 
Involved.” Regular event announcements are listed in the Temple 
“Upcoming Events” emails and Good Shabbos announcements. E 
mails are consistently sent out to our SATO team. Everyone is wel-
come to participate in any or all events. For more information, please 
contact Co-Chairmen: Franklin Wolf (frnklnw@aol.com) or Marc Rut-
man (mhrutman@rcn.com).

mailto:frnklnw@aol.com
mailto:mhrutman@rcn.com
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Men’s Club  David Isenberg, President
The Men’s Club has been an integral part of the Beth-El community for many dec-
ades now.  We have a strong core of leaders who have made sure that the organiza-
tion stays at the forefront of Beth-El and represents our members’ interests.

Last year and continuing into this year our Men’s Club leaders have focused the 
group’s programming into three pillars…Social/Jewish Networking, Sports, and Giv-
ing back to our Religious School through community services and support.

This year the Men’s Club has continued to remain very active with a variety of events 
and programs for our members.  Some of these include building the Beth-El Sukkah, 
a Pub Crawl, Bowling event, sponsorship of our Beth-El New Member Dinner, Partic-
ipation at the JCC Community Purim Event, Bourbon Tasting event and a whole lot 
more.  We’ve started our 30th Season in the Western Henrico Church Softball League 
where we are the only Jewish organization participating. We will also be hosting the 
annual Religious School End-of-Year Picnic on May 19th and will finish out our year 
with our 2nd Annual Golf outing in June.

As the Men’s Club organization moves into the summer months, we will be support-
ing a Rosh Hashanah Honey Fundraising Event (Which we hope to make a regular 
tradition at Beth-El) and hosting the Beth-El Casino Night scheduled for Saturday 
November 2nd (Mark your Calendars!).

The Men’s Club has never been stronger, and I want to personally thank 
our Executive Committee for their hard work and dedication:

2019-2020 Men’s Club Executive Board
David Isenberg, President

David Lowenstein, Vice President

Jeffrey Bookbinder, Treasurer

Stephen Frost, Membership/Financial Secretary

Greg Fishman, Recording Secretary

Josh Cain, Past President

I would encourage all who are interested to join us throughout the year as we contin-
ue to incorporate the importance of Tikkun olam (making the world a better place) 
and Tzedakah, combining it with good fun, and brotherhood at every event.

Thank you for your continued support of the TBE Men’s Club!
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Sisterhood  Chris Greenberg, President
2018-2019 Officers: Chris Greenberg, President; Cathy Soffin, Publicity and Immediate Past President; 
Arlene Slutzah, Financial Secretary (Membership); Susan Beller, Treasurer and Endowment; Fern Frost, 
Recording and Corresponding Secretary; Debbie Minden, Parliamentarian 

2018-2019 Board Members: Barbara Shocket, April Williams, Leah Bondy

2018-2019 Board Chairs: Arlene Slutzah (Gift Shop), Mary Siegel (Floral Fund), Gail Schwartz 
(Commemorative Cards), Stacey Baum (Invitations)

Honorary Board Members: Ramona Brand, Faith Kallman, Adira Knopf, Cantor Dara Rosenblatt

 The primary mission of Sisterhood is to promote the welfare of the 
congregation of Temple Beth-El, the Jacob and Selma Brown Religious 
School and the families of our congregation.  In order to fulfill this 
mission, Sisterhood fundraises through sales of commemorative cards 
and invitations, coordinates donations to the Floral Fund, collects 
membership dues, and hosts fundraising events like donor.
 Our goal for the 2018-2019 year was to focus more on programming 
collaborations with the school and congregation while still continuing 
to provide some unique Sisterhood events.  We sponsored and 
planned the welcome dinner for our new members and the Purim 
dinner for our school families, both of which were well attended and 
well received.  We also sponsored the Kiddush lunch for our Scholar-
in-Residence weekend.  In April, we hosted a Paint Party Donor and 
the ladies who attended had a great time socializing and creating a 

beautiful painting.  We are so appreciative of all of our donors who 
help us support our mission.
 We look forward to expanding our programming next year to 
better serve the broad range of women in our congregation.  We are 
working on creating a Programming Advisory Group to help us meet 
that goal.
 Support for Temple Beth-El Year-to-Date (July 2018 through 
March 2019):  $22,349, which includes our annual donation to the 
school budget, sponsorship of events (Cantor Installation weekend 
Kiddush luncheon, Simchat Torah Kiddush luncheon, Scholar-in-
Residence Kiddush luncheon, New Member Shabbat Dinner, Purim 
family dinner), Sukkah decorating supplies, supplies for the school 
kitchen, a new computer for Cantor Rosenblatt and holiday gifts for 
the staff.

Lois Backer 
Doris Baum 
Eva Brummer 
Fern Frost 
Frances Goldman 

Kristin Gorin 
Gail Grandis 
Inge W. Horowitz 
Willa Kalman 
Miwa Kamras 

Reggie Levet 
Marci Linas 
Ellen November 
Hannah Rosman 
Barbara Shocket 

Arlene Slutzah 
Betty Anne Soffin 
Nancy Walter 
Bonnie Wilensky 
Sonia Zinder

Stacey Baum 
Susan Beller 

Chris Greenberg 
Cathy Soffin 

April Williams

Frona Colker 
Debbie Falik 
Benita Felmus 

Sherrie Kashinejad 
Debbie Minden 
Dale Moes 

Gail Plotkin 
Gail Schwartz 
Mary Siegel 

Gini Blostein-Wolf

$ 200 - 299

$ 100 - 199

$ 50 - 99

Other Claudia Biegler 
Marsha Feldstein 
Robin Frost 

Whitney Frost 
Judy Gary 
Florine Sue Harowitz 

Lisa Hessberg 
Laura Lewis 
Joan Menkes

Helen Horwitz 
Heather & Aaron Rosenberg

$ 300 and up

Thank You 2019 Donors
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Ritual Committee  Neal Menkes, Chair
Members: Gary Goldberg, Roxie Grossman, Harry Hirsch, Rabbi Michael Knopf, Ed Mollen, Jennie O’Holleran, 
Jim Plotkin, Linda Price, Cantor Dara Rosenblatt, G.D. Rothenberg, David Ruby, Rita Ruby, Rita Stein
The Ritual Committee met five times during the 2018-2019 program year. The committee focused on the following issues.

High Holy Days The Committee worked with the clergy and 
thanks them along with the office staff, shofar blowers, Torah and 
Haftarah readers, gabbaim, and other High Holy Day volunteers. 
The Ushering Committee, led by Franklin Wolf, made sure that 
the Yamim Noraim (Days of Awe) functioned smoothly and met 
the spiritual needs of congregants. The Committee also thanks 
Dr. Wendy Klein who, with other physicians from the congrega-
tion, provided medical coverage through the High Holy Days. 
 The Committee conducted two surveys (after Rosh Hashanah 
and again after Yom Kippur) inviting congregants to participate 
in a review of the New Year services. The feedback from the con-
gregation was generally positive. The Committee will continue to 
work with the clergy in the upcoming program year to implement 
congregants’ suggestions to make next year’s services even more 
spiritually meaningful.

Simchat Torah Honorees The Ritual Committee elected 
to honor Lois Hirsch and Lisa Hessberg.

Shabbat Tefilot  Under the Rabbi’s guidance, a Friday Evening 
Worship Task Force was established last year to take a fresh look at 
Erev Shabbat services. As part of the Task Force’s work, different 
formats of Friday night worship have been initiated for review and 
evaluation. The Committee along with the Rabbi and Cantor ex-
panded the effort this program year to include Saturday services. 
 The afternoon weekday minyans and the Sunday morning min-
yan continued to meet regularly, and most times met the neces-
sary quorum. All TBE members are encouraged to attend, particu-
larly when they are observing a yahrzeit. We do read the yahrzeit 
names regardless if a quorum is present. The Monday morning and 
Thursday morning minyan services are also available for members 

who are looking for an early start for their day (7:00 a.m.). The Ritual 
Committee did decide this program year not to hold morning min-
yan on federal holidays as is already the practice of the afternoon 
minyan.  The Shiva Minyan Subcommittee, under G.D. Rothenberg 
and Neal Menkes, assisted Rabbi and Cantor when the clergy were 
unable to lead Shiva minyanim. The Subcommittee welcomes ad-
ditional volunteers to participate in this mitzvah.

Torah Scrolls The Holy Torah Rollers (HTR) regularly unroll 
and re-roll each Torah scroll to keep the scrolls in the best physi-
cal condition possible in accordance with the guidelines recom-
mended by Sofers. The Rollers  meet on the last Monday of the 
month in late afternoon after minyan. All TBE members are invit-
ed to participate in this activity.  Dr. Ed Mollen captains the HTR. 
 The Committee continued its work on a project to evaluate and 
restore the synagogue’s Torahs.  Temple Beth-El owns 17 Torah scrolls. 
 On the bimah at Temple Beth-El and protected in a glass case is 
the Orphan Torah. This Torah is among the 1,564 torahs that were 
discovered in Prague at the end of World War II.  These torahs came 
from the communities of Bohemia, Moravia and Slovakia.  Temple 
Beth-El’s scroll #298 is on loan to the synagogue with the condi-
tion that it is displayed in a respectful, commemorative manner.  

Other Issues  The Committee is also working with the Rabbi 
on a Kashrut policy to include a booklet for congregants who are 
interested in keeping a kosher home.  The Committee also worked 
with the clergy to develop a policy (ultimately approved by the 
Board of Governors) to permit intermarriages at Beth-El under spe-
cific conditions.  This policy will not take effect unless the Rabbini-
cal Assembly at some future date permits its members to conduct 
such ceremonies. 

Facilities Committee  Michael Hessberg, Chair
Members: Brian Imburg, Melody Imburg, Faith Kallman, Mitch Ragone, Martin Slutzah, Jeff Stein, Glen 
Wilensky, Barry Wilson
 The House Committee continues to keep busy. Together we re-
paired, rebuilt, oversaw and/or orchestrated many repairs and renova-
tions to our beloved synagogue and school. A building is a structure, 
our passions fill the structure and make it our house of worship. 
 As the buildings age, the challenge is often, “do we fix aging 
equipment or do we replace?” While replacement is usually the better 
option it is often cost prohibitive.  A special thank you to Sisterhood for 
their financial support over the years in allowing us to maintain and 
update equipment. 
 Ongoing and outstanding projects include: the sanctuary front 

doors, social hall window encasements and millwork, security updates 
and installation of equipment, and clean up/ landscaping projects at 
Grove and Parham campuses. 
 Got and idea, a little time, talent, or money you would like to 
dedicate towards a project? Please contact Michael Hessberg or Brian 
Imburg. It’s a Mitzvah to repair and restore our Temple, but it is also 
gratifying to leave something in better shape than you found it, and 
it takes all of us.  We need you time, talents, ideas, effort, sweat and 
donations. 
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Brown Religious School Committee, Rebekah Lowenstein, Chair
2018-19 members: Rebekah Lowenstein, Chair, Susan Beller, Joanne Bookbinder, Lisa Hessberg, Marci Linas, , Nancy Walter, 
Lisa Zasler, Jill Shipkoff, Kristin Gorin, Greg Fishman, Men’s Club Representative

 The staff of the school for 2018-2019 included Lisa 
Wilburn (Pre-K) Rachel Richardson (K) Penina Wainer (1) Har-
lan Loebman (Level 1 Hebrew, Grades 2-3 Judaics) Ronit Saar 
(Level 4 Hebrew Grades 2-3 Judaics), Eric Saar (Level 3 Hebrew 
Grades 4-5 Judaics), Sharon McCauley (level 2 Hebrew Grade 
4-5 Judaics) Brandon Metheny (6th - 7th grade Judaics) Mad-
die Berger (Grades 8-9 and Youth Engagement Coordinator) 
and Adam Sachs (Music) and Simona Spiegel (Teva). The staff 
worked in close conjunction with Ramona to create dynamic 
programming for this year. 
 We increased our enrollment from 94 students in the 
2017-2018 academic year to 107 students for the 2018-2019 
academic year. We continued to welcome new students into 
the school well into the winter. We had several Madrichim 
assisting in various classrooms this year. The teens provide 
valuable help for our teachers and form close bonds with the 
students. This year’s Madrichim were Becca Falik, Sam Kreig, 
Yehuda Skromne, Aaron Falik, Elianna Gold and Molly Gold.
 Last summer a committee consisting of Religious School 
Committee members, parents and teachers worked to create 
Curriculum Standards and Benchmarks in order to improve 
our curriculum delivery and raise academic standards. The 
school implemented Skill Level Hebrew classes and optional 
2nd Grade attendance for Wednesday Hebrew classes as part 
of this effort. Cantor Rosenblatt also taught an 8 week Trope 
class for 6th graders over the winter. She is planning to offer 
an expanded Trope class next year as well.
 Two generous grants were awarded to the Religious 
School this year. First, the school received a $1,500 grant from 
the Richmond Jewish Foundation Rachel B. Banks fund for the 
Living Classroom project. This is a second-year grant to contin-
ue to expand environmental programming with connections 
to Jewish values, prayer, Torah, and history. All of our classes 
participated in numerous Teva activities both outside and in 
the classrooms.  Secondly, the school received a $3,000 grant 
from USY, which helped to support our collaborative teen 
program with Congregation Or Atid. An additional $800 in do-
nations was raised to cover the purchase of new student Sid-
durim for use at Religious School T’fillah.
 Several curriculum highlights, supported by the above 
named grants, included the creation of a Children’s Memorial 
Garden by the 7th grade class in memory of child victims of 
the Holocaust. 7th graders researched the lives of individual 
children, wrote reflections, created mosaic garden plaques 
and installed them during a ceremony this spring. Additional 
bench seating was built for the Nature Center, where prayer 
services and activities took place throughout the winter and 
spring.
 Our collaborative programming with Congregation Or 
Atid took shape in several ways. 8th and 9th graders from both 
congregations alternated their sessions between the two 

schools. Classes were led by Teen Coordinator Maddie Berger 
along with Rabbi Knopf and Rabbi Schevitz. The two schools 
also came together in January for a program called Praying 
with our Feet: Day of Justice during Martin Luther King Jr. week-
end. Jewish values in Social Justice were examined during the 
program and we collected over 500 pairs of socks to donate to 
local shelters.
 Several successful youth programs were held during the 
year, with separate Fall kick-off programs for our younger stu-
dents and teens. A movie and ice-cream night attracted our 
middle school students, a winter after-school PJ party brought 
our 1st – 5th graders together, and we concluded the youth 
group calendar with a Picnic in the Park after-school program 
for young families with children aged 0 to 7. A number of our 
teens attended various USY Kallah and youth conferences 
throughout the year. Maddie established a Teen Board that 
helped to plan and staff a number of the programs.
 Nesiyah Family programs took place four times this year 
at the Synagogue and school, including a Friday Consecra-
tion/Hannukah service, two Saturday Family Shabbat servic-
es, Wednesday family Purim program and will conclude with 
a Friday Confirmation/Family Shabbat on May 17. The Rabbi 
and Cantor held several 6th Grade Family Learning sessions 
throughout the year.  The 6th and 7th grade, as part of their 
curriculum, took field trips to Monticello, a Jewish Art Tour at 
the VMFA, and the Richmond Jewish History City Tour. Grades 
2-3 took a field trip to Kroger as part of a unit on Kashrut, and 
conversational Hebrew words. 
 Ramona led monthly Tot Shabbat programs at the Syna-
gogue, which helps introduce our young families to Shabbat 
and to the religious school programs. We thank the Sisterhood 
and the Men’s Club for their generous and enthusiastic sup-
port of the Religious School.
 This has been an exciting and busy year of Jewish Learn-
ing!

Respectfully submitted,

Rebekah Lowenstein, Chair, Religious School Committee 
Ramona L. Brand, Director of Youth Learning
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Temple Beth-El 2018-19 Board of Governors
 Benita Felmus President 
 vacant Senior VP
 Sara Waskin VP Finance
 Chris Greeberg VP Membership
 Debbie Minden VP Adult Ed & SATO
 Cathy Soffin Secretary
 Ben Lewis Immediate Past President
 
 David Isenberg Men’s Club President
 Chris Greenberg  Sisterhood President
 Rita Ruby Personnel Committee Chair
 Neal Menkes Ritual Committee Chair
 Michael Hessberg Facilities Committee  Chair
 Rebekah Lowenstein School Committee Chair 
 Gary Goldberg Adult Ed Committee Chair
 Franklin Wolf/Marc Rutman Social Action / Tikkun Olam Committee Chair
 Lisa Looney College Outreach Committee Chair
 Marc Greenberg Endowment Committee Chair
 Bette Rose Webne Cemetery Corporation Representative
 Rachael Schaier Young Adult (The Bridge)  Chair

 Michael Knopf Rabbi
 Dara Rosenblatt Cantor
 Ramona Brand Director of Youth Learning
 Faith Kallman Executive Director

Class of 2019
Ed Coleman
Neil Halpert
Hilton Rubin
Rachael Schaier

Class of 2020
Jennifer Bandas
Rachel Beverly
Barry Krieg
Miriam Zarin

Class of 2021  
Stephen Frost
Marc Rutman
Sam Straus
Roy Zeidman

Past Presidents
Ben Lewis (2014-2017) 
Rita Ruby (2012-2014)
Brian Imburg (2009-2012)
Harry Hirsch (2007-2009)
Bob Siegel (2005-2007)
Franklin Wolf (2003-2005)
David Ruby (1997-1999)
Bea Fine (1995-1997)
Jay Ipson (1993-1995)
Arnold Lowenstein (1991-1993)

TEMPLE BETH-EL
3330 Grove Avenue Richmond, Virginia 23221
Phone:  804-355-3564    Fax:  804-257-7152

bethelrichmond.org

http://www.bethelrichmond.org


Thank You 
Passover Challenge Donors!

Anonymous (11)
Rhona & Ric Arenstein

The Basch Family
Frank & Stacey Baum

The Beller Family
Madeline & Alex Berger

The Buckberg Family
Fran Broeder

Joey & Rosemarie Clayman
Frona & Alan Colker

Art & Susan Davis
The Doniger Family

Phyllis & Ken Ellenbogen
The Falik Family

The Farzad Family
Marsha Feldstein & Mark Pennington

Bonnie Fenton
Robert Flax & Marilyn Lipsitz Flax

Neal Freed & Rebecca Hayes
Ron Friedman

The Fromer Family
Josh & Robin Frost

Stephen Frost
Whitney Frost

Judy & Louis Gary
Gail & Sam Genderson

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Glasser
Gary Goldberg & Debbie Minden

Larry & Frances Goldman
The Gorin Family

Judy & Errol Helfman
The Hessberg Family
Harry & Lois Hirsch
Inge W. Horowitz

Robin & Danny Jackson
Faith Kallman
Ron Kallman

Shelly Klinger
Andy Kline & Pia Stadiem

Michael & Adira Knopf
Ellen & Barry Krauss

Hedy Lapkin
Risa & Jay Levine
Gail & Joel Lewis

The Lowenstein Family
Neal & Joan Menkes
Esther Sarah Merves

Dale Moes
Ann & Jack Moline

Al & Jere Mollen
Gail & Jim Plotkin

David Perry & David Sachs
Bob & Melia Pustilnik

Walter & Barbara Rabhan
Debra Rodman & Family
Cantor Dara Rosenblatt

Mark Rubin
Joan P. Ruby

Rita & David Ruby
Marc Rutman

Gail & John Jay Schwartz
Barbara Shocket

Robert & Mary Siegel
Cliff & Michael Ann Singer

Isaac & Dina Skromne-Weinstein
Martin & Arlene Slutzah

Cathy & Steve Soffin
Michael & Betty Anne Soffin

Norman Sporn
Michael Swatez

Nancy Walter
Carrie & Matthew Weber
Gary & Bette Rose Webne

David Weinfeld & Marjie Patterson
Beth & Gary Weiner
Betty Weissbecker

Chuck & Vickie Weitzenhofer
Bonnie & Glen Wilensky
Aaron & Marian Winer
Dorothy Meyers Wizer 

Franklin Wolf & Gini Blostein-Wolf

Benita & Ron Felmus
Chris & Marc Greenberg

Judith & John Levy
Susan & Mark Sisisky

Matching Donors


