
 
  

Saturday Morning, March 10, 2018 
 

Parashat Vayakhel-Pekudei / 
Shabbat Parah: 

Exodus 35:1-40:38 pp. 552-572 
Second Scroll:  

Numbers 19:1-22, pp. 880-883 
Haftarah:  

Ezekiel 36:16-38 pp. 1287-1289 
 
Anna Silverman, Cantorial Intern Visit  
Deborah Sacks Mintz Visit  
Chai House Shabbat  
9:00am Birthday Shabbat  
9:00am Shabbat Morning Services  
9:00am Niggun HaLev  
(Melody of the Heart)  
9:30am Shabbat SPACE 
10:15am Pre-Service Oneg Shabbat  
10:45am Family Kehillah Services  
10:45am Tot Shabbat  
12:00pm Shabbat Tween Lounge  
12:00pm Kiddush  
NEW! During Kiddish, join Deborah Sacks 
Mintz for Women's Beit Midrash- Reimagining 
the Tradition of Mikvah  
12:30pm Daf Shevui  
5:40pm Mincha/Maariv  
6:38pm Havdalah 
  
This week’s Kiddush is sponsored 

by: 
Beth El Synagogue Center 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Mazal Tovs, Condolences, & 

Refuah Shleimah: 

Condolences to Judy Schmeidler on the passing  
of her husband, Bobby Schmeidler. 

 The following people are assisting this 
Shabbat:  

Susan Solow Dubin, Gabbai;  
Barbara Cohen and Joe Wygoda, Greeters;  
Mark Seidenfeld and Avi Einzig, Ushers  

Those marking a simcha, observing the loss 
of a loved one, or who is sick or recovering 
from an illness have delighted/comforted 

that their lifecycle event has inspired 
generosity. If you would like to make a 

donation to Beth El in honor or in memory, 
please click here. 

 Minyan Times 

 
*Note: Spring Forward! Set your clocks 

ahead one hour this Sunday morning 2:00am 
Sunday 8:00am Shacharit;  
6:40pm Mincha/Maariv 
Monday 6:55am Shacharit;  
6:40pm Mincha/Maariv   
Tuesday 7:00am Shacharit;  
6:40pm Mincha/Maariv 
Wednesday 7:00am Shacharit; 6:40pm 
Mincha/Maariv  
Thursday 6:55am Shacharit; 6:40pm 
Mincha/Maariv 
Friday 7:00am Shacharit;  
6:40pm Mincha/Maariv 
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A Word of Torah -  From Torah Sparks   
A Woman's Gifts: Rabbi Joel Levy, Rosh 
Yeshiva, Conservative Yeshiva in Jerusalem 
 
This double parasha, which describes the 
building of the tabernacle in the wilderness, 
mentions various contributions made 
specifically by the Israelite women. The first 
is found in Exodus 35:25-26: "...every 
woman wise of mind with their hands they 
spun ... the goats'-hair." By way of the 
ancient and time consuming activity of 
hand-spinning - twisting fibres together to 
produce thread - they played an essential 
role in the manufacture of the cloth that 
hung on the tabernacle walls and adorned its 
holy vessels. A second contribution, this 
time of goods rather than services, is 
mentioned in Exodus 38:8: 
 
8) And he made the basin of bronze, and its 
pedestal of bronze, out of the mirrors of the 
women's collective that would gather at the 
entrance of the tent of meeting. ח) ַוַּיַעׂש ֵאת

ֹו ְנֹחֶׁשת ְּבַמְרֹאת ַהֹּצְבֹאת ֲאֶׁשר ָצְבאּו ַהִּכּיֹור ְנֹחֶׁשת ְוֵאת ַּכּנ
 .ֶּפַתח ֹאֶהל מֹוֵעד
 
What should we make of this contribution? 
How does it compare to the time-consuming 
labor of hand-spinning thread? Beyond 
giving Betzalel the raw material needed to 
make the tabernacle's bronze basin, is there 
significance to the contribution being 
mirrors? Two medieval commentators, 
Rashi and Ibn Ezra, come to answer these 
questions. Incorporating a midrash in his 
commentary, Rashi writes that Moses was 
initially angry when he saw the offering of 
mirrors and wanted to reject them. Moses 
associated the mirrors with the "Yetzer 
HaRa" - the lustful Evil Inclination - 
because they are used by women to beautify 
themselves and arouse their partners. But 
God told Moses to think again - to consider 
the mirrors an extra special gift because they 
had been used by the Israelite women in 

Egypt to entice their partners, weary from 
long days of back-breaking slave labor. 
According to Rashi, the mirrors should be 
seen not as tools of vanity, but as objects 
made holy by their role in ensuring Jewish 
survival. It may be a stretch, but one could 
also read Rashi, and this midrash, as 
affirming beauty and sexuality. 
 
Ibn Ezra, however, takes a different 
approach. He writes that the donation of the 
mirrors signaled a new breed of women - 
women no longer interested in playing upon 
their appearance to become wives and 
mothers. This "women's collective" came 
regularly to the Tent of Meeting to pray and 
hear words of Torah; the new spiritual life 
offered by the Tabernacle enabled such 
women to find meaning outside the 
traditional roles assigned to them by society. 
So giving up a mirror is more properly read 
as a symbolic gesture indicating a rejection 
of beauty and sexuality. 
 
This rich and timely argument speaks to a 
deep tension within Judaism and religion in 
general. Our society encourages young and 
old alike, either implicitly or explicitly, to 
care about how they look - often at the 
expense of more significant and meaningful 
accomplishment. Synagogues spend 
precious resources for interior decorators to 
come beautify the spaces in which we learn 
and pray, leaving less to spend on the 
learning and praying activities themselves! 
 
For Rashi, aesthetics and being "turned on 
by what we see" are necessary and even 
holy when harnessed to ensure continuity. 
For Ibn Ezra, scruffiness is next to godliness 
because there are simply more interesting 
and important things to think about than 
how things look. Are we striking the right 
balance? 
 



BESC Featured and New 
Announcements 
(Please follow us: 

Facebook.com/bethelsynagoguecenter and 
spread the word about news, events, and 

information by “liking” or “sharing!)  
 

Follow links to enlarge images or visit 
respective event pages. 

 
 
OPEN BEIT MIDRASH Our next “OBM” 
is Tuesday, March 13. We’re very pleased to 
welcome Dr. Joshua Kulp, co-founder of the 
Conservative Yeshiva in Jerusalem at the 
Fuchsberg Jerusalem Center for 
Conservative Judaism, that evening. He has 
taught Talmud and halakha there for the last 
20 years, and is a published author.  
This evening’s night of learning will be 
sponsored by Ted Keltz and Beth Breakstone 
in memory of Ted’s father Harold Keltz as 
well as Rosalind Kaufman in honor of her 
parents Shirley and Jacob Fuchsberg. 
We begin at 7:30pm with drinks and a nosh 
followed by learning promptly at 8:00pm.  
OBM is held on alternating Tuesdays and 
Thursdays with Rabbis Schuck and Sitkin, 
and Rabbi Ethan Linden of Ramah 
Berkshires, simultaneously teaching on 
different areas of Jewish texts. On the last 
week of the month, a scholar teaches on a 
specific topic in their field. Free and open to 
all.   
 
OBM is subsidized by the Rabbi Melvin and 
Lenore Sirner Fund for Jewish Inspiration 
and the Sylvia and Harry Halpern Lecture 
Fund.  For more information or to sponsor a 
night of learning , visit 
bethelnr.org/openbeit or contact Rabbi 
Sitkin at zsitkin@bethelnr.org. 
 
 
 
 

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT! Join us 
Monday, March 12 at 7:30pm to discuss the 
relationships between our children and their 
partners who are not Jewish. Share your 
story or learn from others. All are welcome. 
Facilitated by Shari Baum, L.M.S.W. WJCS 
Coordinator of Partners in Caring, at the 
home of Barbara and Bob Cohen. RSVP to 
Elise Schepp at LCmoocow@aol.com  
Questions? Contact Nina Luban at 
nina.luban@gmail.com or Elise K. Richman 
at elisekrichman@gmail.com. Generously 
funded by UJA-Federation of New York 
Sponsored by the Keruv Committee 
 
CONTEMPLATIVE SERVICE Our next 
one will be Saturday, March 17 at 10:45am 
led by Rabbi Sitkin. For a list of our spiritual 
practices, visit 
www.bethelnr.org/spiritualpractices  
 
WINE The Israel Affairs Committee 
presents A Passover Wine Tasting and Wine 
Sale on Thursday, March 15 from 7:00pm– 
9:00pm. 20% off bottles and cases! Visit 
www.bethelnr.org/passoverwines for more. 
 
DAY CAMP Best. Days. Ever. Our camp 
doesn’t have the best reputation in Southern 
Westchester for nothing! Camp is now eight 
weeks and will provide towel service! Visit, 
www.betheldaycamp.org.  
 
PROJECT HOPE is preparing a meal on 
Tuesday, March 13 at 8:30am in Beth El’s 
dairy kitchen. All are welcome! For 
questions, contact Barbara Engelson, 
BLE229@aol.com. 
 
SAVE THE DATE The Sisterhood Gala 
will be held on Tuesday, May 22 honoring 
Barbara Horowitz. Details to follow. 
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Our Gala auction is live! Visit 
www.biddingforgood.com/auction/ite
m/browse.action?auctionId=31235118
5 to bid on fabulous items including 

golf packages, an afternoon on a 
yacht, New York Rangers and Mets 

tickets, Late Show with Stephen 
Colbert tickets, and so much more! 
There’s also time to place an ad but 

time is running out!  
 

Lastly, did you place an ad or 
purchase a raffle ticket? The time is 
approaching...This year's Gala, on 

March 18 at 5:00pm, honors Donald 
J. Fleishaker, President’s Ne’emanim 

Service Award recipients Lori and 
Steven Schwartz, and the new Lapid 
Award recipients Robyn and Daniel 

Yairi. Let's make it the best gala ever! 
RSVP at www.bethelnr.org/gala2018.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GALA! Beth El Synagogue Center Invites 
You to our 64th Annual Gala Honoring 

Donald J. Fleishaker for Distinguished 
Leadership and Devoted Service 

 

Lori and Steven Schwartz,  
President's Ne'emanim Service Award 

Recipients  

 

Robyn and Daniel Yairi, 
Lapid Award Recipients 
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TALMUD DAF SHEVUI STUDY 
SESSION This study session occurs every 
Shabbat at 12:30pm in the Library. New 
participants are welcome. We discuss a page 
(daf) of the Talmud. Download the weekly 
portion: 
www.conservativeyeshiva.org/category/daf-
shevui.  
 
EXHIBIT Israeli Artist Gregory Niemetz’s 
new exhibit will be open from now through 
March 25.  Outside of Israel he exhibited in 
Germany, Great Britain, Argentina, South 
Africa, and the United States. He was not 
only financially successful, but also donated 
paintings for Israel’s war effort and to the 
Ilan-Israel Foundation for Handicapped 
Children. Dr. Will Sandberg, the Art 
Advisor to the Israel Museum, chose four 
paintings that Gregory donated to the 
museum. He died in Israel in 1978.  
 
You can visit the museum at any time the 
synagogue is open. If the room is locked, get 
the key from the office. 
 
SAVE THE DATE  On March 27, Join us 
for a Panel About Conservative Judaism 
Today: What Does It Mean to Be a 
Conservative Synagogue or Jew in 2018?  
Open to all. Details at 
www.bethelnr.org/panel327.    
 
RABBI SCHUCK AND BETH EL ARE 
BEING HONORED This year’s HOPE 
Gala will honor Rabbi David Schuck and 
Beth El Synagogue Center. It will be held on 
Thursday, April 26 at The Fountainhead at 
55 Quaker Ridge Road in New Rochelle. 
Cocktails at 6:00pm. Dinner at 7:00pm. 
Questions?  Contact Carole Troum at 
ctroum@hope-cs.org.  
 
 

 
FULFILL THE MITZVAH OF 
READING TORAH ONLINE We have 
launched a sheet that allows you to sign up 
to read from the Torah or chant the Haftarah 
at Beth El on Shabbat and holidays online. 
Click the link and you will see a list of 
availability: www.bethelnr.org/torahsignup. 
Select the aliyah (or aliyot) you want to read 
and enter your name and email address. 
Cantor Aqua will contact you to confirm. 

 If you wish to read in honor of your 
birthday, anniversary, to fulfill a mitzvah on 
any Shabbat, or discuss this new system for 
fulfilling the mitzvah of reading Torah and 
Haftorah, please contact Cantor Aqua 
(uaqua@bethelnr.org) or Alan Kellman 
(alan@twoals.com).  

SISTERHOOD BAGELS AND BOOKS 
The next discussion will be Monday, March 
26 at 9:30am regarding The Thing We 
Cherished, by Pam Jeneff. Books are 
available at the New Rochelle Public 
Library - mention that you are a member of 
Beth El Sisterhood’s Bagels & Books 
Group. Questions? Contact Arlene Salman 
at aesalman@aol.com or 914.235.2485. 
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OUR ANNUAL MINYAN BREAKFAST 
will be held on Sunday, March 18.  
Morning minyan will be at 8:00 am 
followed by breakfast in the Wiener Lounge. 
We will honor long-time Beth El member 
and Minyanaite Bernard Katz for his 
constant support of the minyan for more 
than 30 years. 
  
At the breakfast, you can reconnect with old 
friends, enjoy bagels and spreads, and hear 
Rabbi Schuck and Cantor Aqua talk about 
the minyan and give out siddurim to 
members who finished reciting Kaddish for 
their loved one. 
 
We invite you to volunteer to help with our 
minyan to ensure its continuity. Please let 
Cantor Aqua know which day and time 
would work best for you by emailing him at 
uaqua@bethelnr.org. 
 
CARD ROOM The weekly Sisterhood 
Canasta group plays at 12:45pm on 
Mondays while the Mah Jongg group plays 
on Tuesdays at the same time.  Beginners, as 
well as experienced players, are always 
welcome. Contact Arlene Salman at 
aesalman@aol.com or 914.235.2485.  

 
 

 

 

SPECIAL NEEDS SEDER 

 www.bethelnr.org/specialneedsseder  

GIFT SHOP Visit the Beth El Sisterhood 
Baum Judaica Gift Shop for ALL your 
Judaica needs. Open by appointment. Email 
giftshop@bethelnr.org, or call Erica Epstein 
(914.633.3161), Carole Graham 
(914.576.6617), and/or Ellen Hollander 
(914.632.4658). 
 
TAX RECEIPTS The 2017 tax receipts 
were emailed several weeks ago. Please 
make sure to check your inbox and your 
SPAM folder. If you need another copy via 
email, please email 
accounting@bethelnr.org.  
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WHEREVER WE STAND, WE STAND 
WITH ISRAEL 

Beth El's Israel Affairs Committee would 
like to share interesting and exciting news 
regarding the week's developments in 
business, culture, technology, agriculture, 
sports and the environment in Israel. 

The Israeli whisky revolution that’s 
happening now 

https://www.israel21c.org/the-israeli-
whisky-revolution-thats-happening-
now/?utm_content=buffer59370&utm_medi
um=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_
campaign=buffer 

Developers plan Jewish theme park in desert 
town of Dimona 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/developers-
plan-jewish-theme-park-in-desert-town-of-
dimona/ 

Limmud and Other Learning 
Opportunities 
 
FUTURE TENSE Rabbi Molly Karp’s 
Future Tense: Jews, Judaism, and Israel in 
the 21st Century; A Vision for Jews and 
Judaism in the Global Culture.  Class 
focuses on the book written by Lord Rabbi 
Jonathan Sacks. It meets Wednesday 
mornings from 10:00am-12:15pm.  
Remaining classes: March 14, 21 To learn 
more about Rabbi Karp, visit 
rabbimollykarp.com or contact her at 
rabbimollykarp@gmail.com.  
 

 
 
DON’T FORGET TO ZUMBA! It’s back 
at Beth El Sundays from 9:30-10:30am. 
Classes are held every Sunday through 
March 25 except on Feb. 18. Drop-in rate is 
$10 per class. No need to RSVP. For more 
information, contact Carrie Fox at 
csfox99@gmail.com.  
 
LEARN HEBREW IN OUR ULPAN 
CLASSES Classes with Miri Ben Avi are 
ongoing Mondays and Wednesdays - classes 
are for learners at all levels. Beginners: 
6:30-7:30pm/ Intermediate: 7:30-8:30pm/ 
Advanced: 8:30-9:30pm  Contact 
miriulpan@gmail.com or 914.602.1503. 
 
ISRAELI DANCING Held Sundays 10:00-
11:00 am with Cantor Aqua. $10/class. 
Wear comfy clothes and sneakers. 
Questions? E-mail  uaqua@bethelnr.org. 
 
All classes are at Beth El unless otherwise 
indicated.  
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Additional Beth El and Community 
Events and Information 

 
 
ROCK ON Anshe Shalom Synagogue at 50 
North Ave. in New Rochelle will be hosting 
a concert with the award-winning folk rock 
band Rogers Park on Sunday, March 11 at 
7:00pm. Tickets are $30,  
and can be purchased at 
http://anshesholomnewrochelle.org/4037-2/.  
 
JEWISH FILM AJC Westchester/Fairfield 
will hold the 17th annual Westchester 
Celebrates Jewish Film Festival at the Jacob 
Burns Film Center in Pleasantville from 
March 13 to March 29.  
This two-week festival is the largest annual 
Jewish event in Westchester.  Last year, 
close to 9,000 tickets were sold.  The 
festival brings not only the best new Jewish 
films to Westchester every spring, but also 
an extraordinary array of top-notch speakers 
and other programming.  More than 38 films 
will be shown.  Questions? Contact AJC 
Westchester Associate Director Jill 
Friedman by email (friedmanj@AJC.org) or 
phone (914-948-5585). 
 
CONNECT Would you like to connect with 
other local parents of babies?  Bring your 
baby for an informal parent playdate and 
music session at Schechter Westchester Dr. 
Elliot Spiegel Lower School in White Plains 
on Friday, March 16 from 9:15-10:45am.  
For more details or to RSVP, contact Diana 
Schutt at 
lsadmissions@schechterwestchester.org or 
914.948.3111, x.4370. 

 
More announcements can be found at 

www.bethelnr.org/ongoing.   
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