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Ζ�DP�LQYLWLQJ�WR�P\�IHDVW�WKH�ORIW\�JXHVWV� 
Avraham, YitzhDN��<DȇDNRY��<RVHI��0RVKH��$KDURQ��DQG�'DYLG� 

6DUDK��5LYNDK��/HDK��5Dhel, Serah, Miriam, and Rut. 



1st Night: Avraham & Sarah

TONIGHT WE SAY
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May it please you, Avraham and Sarah,  
my lofty guests, that all of the exalted guests 

sit together with me and you.
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Avot de-Rabbi Natan (Version A) 7
When all the great tragedies came upon him, Iyyov said before the Holy 
Blessed One: “Did I not feed the hungry and give drink to the thirsty?” 
As it says, “Did I ever eat my food alone, and not let orphan eat from 
it?” (Iyyov 31:17). The Holy Blessed One said to Iyyov: “Iyyov, you still 
have not gotten to [even half] the level of Avraham. You sit and wait in 
your house, and guests come into you. And if it is someone’s custom to 
eat wheat bread, you feed them wheat bread. And if someone’s custom 
is to eat meat, you feed them meat. And if someone’s custom is to 
drink wine, you pour them wine. But Avraham did not do this. Rather, 
he sat and looked out at the world, and when he would see potential 
guests, he would go bring them into his house. And if someone was not 
accustomed to eating wheat bread, he would feed them wheat bread. 
And if someone was not accustomed to eating meat, he would feed 
them meat. And if someone was not accustomed to drinking wine, he 
would pour them wine. Not only that, but he built large booths out on 
the roads where he would leave food and drink, and anyone who came 
by and entered would eat and drink and bless the heavens, and they 
would feel content.”

This midrash compares the ways in which Iyyov and Avraham welcomed guests. God tells Iyyov 
that, even though he was diligent about this mitzvah, his approach pales in comparison to 
Avraham’s. 

1. :KDW��H[DFWO\��ZDV�WKH�GLHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�$YUDKDP�DQG�Ζ\\RY��DQG�ZK\�GR�\RX�WKLQN� 
the midrash says that one is better than the other?

2. How might the model of Avraham be applied in real life?
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Bereishit Rabbah 60:16
“And Yitzhak brought [Rivkah] into the tent of Sarah, his mother” 
(Bereishit 24:67). All the days that Sarah was alive, a cloud 
was connected (lit. tied) to the entrance of her tent. When 
she died, the cloud stopped [resting at her tent]. And when 
Rivkah came, the cloud returned. All the days that Sarah 
was alive, the doors were open wide. When she died, 
the wideness stopped. And when Rivkah came, the 
wideness returned. And all the days that Sarah 
was alive, there was a blessing in her dough, and 
when Sarah died, that blessing ended. When 
Rivkah came, [the blessing] returned. All the 
days that Sarah was alive, there was a 
lamp that would burn from Sabbath Eve 
to [the next] Sabbath Eve, and when 
she died, the lamp stopped [burning 
for so long]. And when Rivkah 
FDPH��>WKH�ZHHN�ORQJ�ȵDPH�RI�
the lamp] returned.

This midrash describes four characteristics of Sarah’s 
home that endured while she was alive, but 
disappeared when she passed away: a cloud was 
connected to her tent, the doors to the tent were 
open, there was a blessing in the dough, and the 
Shabbat lamp would stay lit from one Shabbat to 
the next.

1. Which of the characteristics of Sarah’s 
home resonates with you most? Why?

2. What are the best characteristics of 
your home?

3. What do these things tell us 
about the kind of person Sarah 
was?



2nd Night: Rivkah & Yitzhak 

TONIGHT WE SAY
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May it please you, Rivkah and Yitzhak,  
my lofty guests, that all of the exalted guests 

sit together with me and you.
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Bereishit Rabbah 60:5 
Ȋ6KH�ZHQW�GRZQ�WR�WKH�IRXQWDLQ��DQG�ȴOOHG�KHU�SLWFKHU�DQG�ZHQW�XSȋ�
(Bereishit 24:16). All women went down and drew water from the 
well, whereas for [Rivkah], the water went up as soon as it saw her. 
Said the Holy Blessed One to her: “You have provided a token for your 
descendants: just as the water came up immediately when it saw you, 
so will it be for your descendants: as soon as the well sees them, it will 
immediately rise”; thus it is written, “Then Israel sang this song:  
spring up, O well—sing to it” (Bemidbar 21:17).

1. Why do you think the waters performed this miracle for 
Rivkah and not for other people at the well? What was she 
doing that others were not doing?

2. What does it mean that the miracle which sustained Benei 
Yisrael as they wandered in the desert is the same one which 
originated for Rivkah at the well?

When Avraham’s servant went searching for a wife for Yitzhak, he asked God for a sign so he would know which woman 
KH�ZDV�ORRNLQJ�IRU��LI�D�ZRPDQ�ZHUH�WR�RHU�KLP�ZDWHU�WR�GULQN�IRU�KLPVHOI�and for his camels, he would know she was 
the one. When Rivkah arrived, she did just that—she gave water to him and to his camels as well. This midrash tells 
XV�WKDW�WKH�ZDWHUV�URVH�XS�WR�PHHW�5LYNDK�DV�VKH�FDPH�WR�ȴOO�KHU�MXJ��XQOLNH�RWKHU�ZRPHQ��ZKR�KDG�WR�JR�GRZQ�WR�WKH�
water if they wanted any.



2nd Night: Rivkah & Yitzhak 
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Bereishit Rabbah 68:9
Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: The Avot instituted the concept of three 
daily prayers: Avraham instituted the morning prayer, as it states, 
“Avraham arose early in the morning to the place where he had stood” 
(Bereishit 19:27), and “standing” can mean prayer, as it states, “and 
Pinhas stood up and prayed” (Tehillim 106:30). Yitzhak instituted the 
afternoon prayer, as it is stated, “Yitzhak went out to speak/converse in 
WKH�ȴHOGȋ��%HUHLVKLW��������DQG�ȊVSHDNLQJ�FRQYHUVLQJȋ�FDQ�PHDQ�SUD\HU��DV�
it is stated, “I pour out my speech/conversation before God” (Psalm 142:3). 
Ya’akov instituted the evening prayer, as it is stated, “he had an encoun-
ter” (Bereshit 28:11) and “having an encounter” can mean prayer, as it is 
stated that God said to Yirmiyahu, “do not pray for this people and do not 
speak up for them… and do not encounter Me” (Yirmiyahu 7:16).

This midrash teaches that Avraham, Yitzhak, and Ya’akov each instituted one of the three daily prayers—Shaharit, 
Minhah, and Ma’ariv, respectively. Just before YitzhDN�PHW�5LYNDK�IRU�WKH�ȴUVW�WLPH��WKH�7RUDK�VWDWHV�WKDW�KH�KDG�
gone out “to speak/converse ( *=4 '$ %"9��LQ�WKH�ȴHOG�ȋ�7KH�midrash explains that the word, “to speak/converse ( *=4 '$ %"9),” is a 
reference to prayer, indicating that prayer, for Yitzhak, was like having a conversation with God. 

1. In what ways is praying like having a conversation, and in what ways is it not? How do you experience prayer?

2. What does it say about Yitzhak’s relationship with God that his prayer could be described as a conversation?



3rd Night: Ya’akov and Leah

TONIGHT WE SAY
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May it please you, Ya’akov and Leah, my lofty 
guests, that all of the exalted guests 

sit together with me and you.
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Midrash Tanhuma Va-Yishlah 4
“And the messengers returned to Ya’akov, saying, [‘He is coming to meet 
you with four hundred men’]” (Bereishit 32:7). Immediately after this, it 
says that “Ya’akov was greatly afraid and was distressed” (32:8). Why 
twice? He “was greatly afraid” that he might be killed and “distressed” 
lest he should be forced to kill. 

Ya’akov had to run away from home to escape from his brother, Esav, who had threatened to kill him. Many years 
later, he had a very large family of his own, and he decided to return home, but he heard that Esav—together with 400 
men—was coming to meet him along the way. This midrash picks up on the fact that, twice in the same verse, the Torah 
VD\V�WKDW�<DȇDNRY�ZDV�DIUDLG�WR�PHHW�(VDY��7KLV�UHSHWLWLRQ�LV�LQWHUSUHWHG�DV�PHDQLQJ�WZR�GLHUHQW�WKLQJV��\HV��<DȇDNRY�LV�
afraid of being killed by Esav, but, more than that, he is also afraid of having to kill Esav in self-defense. 

1. Which is worse: getting hurt by someone, or 
being the person who hurts someone else?

2. If Ya’akov had to kill Esav in order to save his 
own life, why would he be afraid to do that?

3. What else might Ya’akov have been afraid of as 
he thought about meeting Esav? 
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Bereishit Rabbah 70:15
“The name of the elder (lit. great) one was Leah” (Bereishit 29:16). She 
was great in her gifts, receiving the priesthood for all time and royalty 
for all time. As it is written, “Yehudah shall dwell forever” (Yoel 4:20), 
and it is written, “This is My rest forever” (Tehillim 132:14).

When describing Leah and Rahel, the Torah states that Leah was older 
(!"9- '8&4 B), and Rahel was younger (!"4 /*5 &?). However, in Hebrew, the word, 
!"9- '8&4 B, can also mean, “greater,” and the midrash describes in what ways 
Leah might have been greater than Rahel, stating that Leah gave the 
Jewish people two everlasting gifts: the priesthood (via her son Levi) and 
the monarchy (via her son Yehudah).

1. Why do you think Leah was the 
one who gave those gifts to 
the world? What did she do to 
merit that important role for the 
Jewish people?

2. What does it say 
about “greatness” 
WKDW�LW�LV�GHȴQHG�E\�
a person’s gifts to 
the world?



4th Night: Rahel and Yosef

TONIGHT WE SAY
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May it please you, Rahel and Yosef, my lofty 
guests, that all of the exalted guests 

sit together with me and you.
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Eikhah Rabbah Petihta 24
At that moment, our Mother Rahel jumped 
forward before the Holy One and said, “Master 
of the world! It is known before You that Your 
servant Ya’akov’s love for me knew no bounds, 
and he worked for my father for seven years for 
me. When those seven years were completed and 
the time came for my marriage to my husband, 
my father advised exchanging me with my sister... 
Ζ�KDG�FRPSDVVLRQ�IRU�P\�VLVWHU�WKDW�VKH�QRW�VXHU�
disgrace, and I gave her all the signs that I had 
given to my husband, so that he would think that 
she was Rahel... I acted kindly with her, I was 
not jealous of her, and I did not cause her to be 
VKDPHG�DQG�GLVJUDFHG��:KDW�DP�Ζ��ȵHVK�DQG�
blood, dust and ashes, that I was not jealous of 
my rival wife..." God’s mercy was immediately re-
vealed, and God said: “For your sake, Rahel, I shall 
return Israel to their place.” That’s what is written, 
“So said God: A voice is heard in the heights, wail-
ing bitter weeping, Rahel weeping for her children; 
she refuses to be comforted about her children, 
for they are no more. So said God: Withhold your 
voice from weeping and your eyes from tears, for 
there is reward for your labor… And there is hope 
for your end—declares God—children will return 
to their borders” (Yirmiyahu 31:15-17).



The midrash says that, after the destruction of the Temple, when God was exiling Benei Yisrael, God told Yirmi-
yahu to call on Avraham, Yitzhak, Ya’akov, and Moshe to cry out on behalf of Benei Yisrael. Rahel is described as 
jumping in to beg God to have mercy, claiming all of Benei Yisrael as her own children, and God promised to save 
them one day on her behalf. 

1. Why do you think Rahel is successful in awakening God’s mercy, where those who tried before her were not?

2. Even though Rahel was not originally asked to pray on behalf of Benei Yisrael, she decided to try anyway, and, 
LQ�WKH�HQG��KHU�SUD\HUV�ZHUH�WKH�PRVW�HHFWLYH��:KDW�FDQ�ZH�OHDUQ�IURP�WKLV"�:KHQ�PLJKW�\RX�QHHG�FRXUDJH�
in order to stand up and make things better for others?
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Midrash Tanhuma Va-Yehi 17
“And when Yosef’s brothers saw that their father was dead” (Bereishit 
50:15). What did they see that frightened them? As they were return-
ing from the burial of their father, they saw their brother go to the 
pit into which they had thrown him in order to bless it. He blessed 
the pit with the blessing: “Blessed be the place where God performed 
a miracle for me,” just as anyone is required to say a blessing at the 
place where a miracle had been performed on their behalf. When 
they saw this, they cried out: “Now that our father is dead, Yosef will 
hate us and will punish us for all the bad things we did to him.” And 
they sent a message to Yosef, saying: “Your father commanded… 
So shall you say to Yosef: Forgive" (50:15–16). We have searched 
WKH�HQWLUH�7DQDNK�DQG�DUH�XQDEOH�WR�ȴQG�DQ\�SODFH�ZKHUH�<DȇDNRY�
said this! This statement is introduced to teach us the importance of 
peace. The Holy Blessed One wrote these words in the Torah for the 
sake of peace alone.

When Yosef was just 17 years old, he and his family lived together in the Land of Israel. But he had dreams that 
his brothers would all bow down to him, and they resented him, so they took away the special shirt his father 
had given him, threw him into a pit in the desert, and then sold him into slavery in Egypt. Many years later, 
after Yosef had been reunited with his brothers, and they were living together in Egypt, Ya’akov died, and all 
the brothers went together to bury Ya’akov in Israel. This midrash describes a scene in which Yosef stands at 
the edge of the very pit his brothers had thrown him into. There, he thanks God for the miracle that happened 
to him at that place. The brothers, however, see Yosef standing and looking at the pit, and they assume that he 
PXVW�EH�UHPHPEHULQJ�DOO�WKH�SDLQ�DQG�VXHULQJ�KH�KDG�HQGXUHG��DQG�DVVXPH�WKDW�KH�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�JHW�DQJU\�DQG�
take revenge against them. So they tell Yosef that, before his death, Ya’akov had commanded that Yosef must 
forgive them, even though the midrash seems to wonder whether Ya’akov actually said that or not. 

1. In the midrash, does Yosef see the pit as being something good in his life, or something bad? Why is he thank-
ing God there, when it was a place that gave him so much pain and sadness?

2. Why do you think the brothers assumed that Yosef was getting angry? Why didn’t he get angry?



5th Night: Moshe and Serah 

TONIGHT WE SAY
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May it please you, Moshe and Serah, my lofty 
guests, that all of the exalted guests 

sit together with me and you.
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Shemot Rabbah 1:27
“And [Moshe] looked at their burdens” (Shemot 2:11). What is, “And he 
looked?”...Rabbi Eliezer the son of Rabbi Yose Ha-Gelili said: [If] he saw a 
large burden on a small person and a small burden on a large person, 
or a man’s burden on a woman and a woman’s burden on a man, or 
an elderly man’s burden on a young man and a young man’s burden 
on an elderly man, he would leave aside his rank and go and right their 
burdens, and act as though he were assisting Pharaoh. The Holy Blessed 
One said, “You left aside your business and went to see the sorrow of 
Israel, and acted toward them as brothers act. I will ignore the distinction 
between Heaven and Earth and talk to you.” Such it is written [at the 
burning bush], “And when God saw that [Moshe] turned aside to see” 
(Exodus 3:4). God saw Moshe, who left aside his business to see their 
burdens. Therefore, “God called to him out of the midst of the bush” (3:4).

Moshe was adopted by the daughter of Pharaoh and was raised in the palace, while 
the rest of the Jewish people were slaves. One day, he left the palace to see how 
the Jewish people were being treated. The Torah says that, “When Moshe grew up, 

he went out to his brothers, and looked at their burdens” (Shemot 2:11). This 
midrash interprets Moshe’s looking as more than just seeing the slave labor of 
%HQHL�<LVUDHO��EXW�WDNLQJ�DFWLRQ�RQ�WKHLU�EHKDOI�WR�WU\�WR�OLJKWHQ�WKHLU�VXHULQJ��

1. According to this midrash, what does Moshe do that leads God to set  
 aside the Heavens and the Earth to speak with him?

2. What burdens do you see in your community and in the world? What  
� FDQ�ZH�GR�ZKHQ�ZH�VHH�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�VXHULQJ"
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Mekhilta de-Rabbi Yishmael  
Va–Yehi Introduction
“And Moshe took the bones of Yosef 
with him” (Exodus 13:19)—how did 
he know where Yosef was buried? 
It was said: Serah the daughter of 
Asher was left of that generation, 
and she showed Moshe the grave of 
Yosef, saying to him: In that spot did 
they place him.  

Before Yosef died, he made his brothers promise that when their 
descendants left Egypt, they would take his body with them to 
be buried in the Land of Israel (Bereishit 50:24-26). Years later, 
while Benei Yisrael were busy getting ready to leave Egypt, Moshe 
WRRN�LW�XSRQ�KLPVHOI�WR�IXOȴOO�WKH�SURPLVH�PDGH�WR�<RVHI��EXW�KH�
had no idea where to begin because he did not know where Yosef 
had been buried. This midrash tells us that Serah, the daughter of 
Asher, saved the day, saying that she was still alive from the time 
ZKHQ�<RVHIȇV�FRɝQ�ZDV�KLGGHQ��DQG�ZDV�DEOH�WR�WHOO�0RVKH�H[DFWO\�
ZKHUH�WR�ȴQG�LWV�VHFUHW�KLGLQJ�SODFH��ZKLFK�LW�ODWHU�VD\V�ZDV�GHHS�
in the Nile.    

Another midrash (Sefer Ha–Yashar, Bereishit Va–Yigash 9) tells 
the story of how the brothers told their father that Yosef was still 
alive. They were afraid that the news would be too much for him 
to handle in his old age, so Serah played the harp and sang a song 
about Yosef being alive, just close enough that Ya’akov could hear 
what she was saying. In this gentle way, Ya’akov was able to take 
in the news. 

1. What do these two midrashim have in common? What do they 
tell us about Serah’s character?



 6th Night: Miriam & Aharon 

TONIGHT WE SAY
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May it please you, Miriam and Aharon, my lofty 
guests, that all of the exalted guests 

sit together with me and you.
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Midrash Tanhuma Be–Shallah 2
Because Miriam waited an hour for Moses, as 
LW�LV�VDLG��Ȋ$QG�KLV�VLVWHU�VWRRG�IDU�Rȋ��6KHPRW�
2:4), the Holy Blessed One waited for her in the 
desert, with the clouds of glory, the Levites, and 
the priests, for seven days, as it is said, “And the 
people journeyed not till Miriam was brought in 
again” (Bemidbar 12:15).

When Moshe was put in the basket and placed in the Nile River, Miriam 
stood by to watch over him and see what would happen. This midrash 
says that, because of this, the entire Benei Yisrael—along with God—
waited for her in the desert before continuing their journeys while she 
recovered from tzara’at (a skin disease).

1. :KDW�ZDV�VR�VLJQLȴFDQW�DERXW�0LULDP�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�EDE\�0RVKH�WKDW��
in the future, the entire Benei Yisrael waited for her? What would 
have happened had she not watched over Moshe?

2. How can you care for someone who is younger than you (and might 
need help taking care of themselves)?



)0 (+ +=>'/) ,7/ 0)#8 7')+

(+)- !$%)8 (%,+= '> 73 $')8 B< "( + 67 8%#< ", B+4+, ,%#') $ ; 67 4%)2.('2 

!$%)8 B< "( + 67 8%#< ", !< =:#., #+ $+# ; 67 ' F;= ;4')- 4+*;,' " 4+*;, 

0;2E, 0.=< " )0” (":8 $3-+,'(.2) ‘,17 4+*;,' " 4+*;, (+)- 

B< "( + 67')8 "$ +0+5 '> 738 ,+A'23 1 ,< ( #+(' ".9' " ) "#$35')8 #+0' $+# 

...“!< "+9%2 8$ 3 67%# B$3)8.=' " $ 3)03, ' F.(+# =< " 67$32'8) "

!< =:#., ' F.(+# #;/ B39 #;/ #+8$3='2 ) "> 7+9 ; 67 B+4+, $% 1')8 $% 1 ' 67 
+ F'=%8 :* #%,'= $3 1')8 < "( =.2+, B;#%2 4+*;, (;A%, 8. 67+ $' " 

=%2< ", "$ +4+ C')8 0;, .9%=< "&' " < ")83( 0;, @%=+G'2 =%2< ", ) "#.2 

$3=%8 :* 0;, #;,'=;,' " $. 1$%9 0;, ,+> )7;, ' F.,$%# $3( $< ", 

8% 67< "$ ,) "# "$+(+9 $ 3)0'*.= +)? ; 67 ,) "# $3 1:, ; 67 ) ") 1;2$%# $ 3)0 ' 67< )8 

8% 67< "$' " !< =:#., ' F%(< "#' " .< ")83) (32 #+,' 1 3& =$3?%)2 ; 67 4.9 < "('A;, 

=%2< ", ) "#.2 + F'=%8 :* #%,'= $% 1')8 (“," =%*.,+# (;A%, 

$3( $< ", =%2< ",' " "$ +4+ C')8 0;, .9%=< "&' " < ")83( 0;, @%=+G'2 

$ 3)0 ' 67< )8 $3=%8 :* 0;, #;,'=;,' " "$+ 1$%9 0;, ,+> )7;, ' F.,$%# 

< "('A;, 8% 67< "$ ,) "# "$+(+9 $ 3)0'*.= +)? ; 67 ,) "# $3 1:, ; 67 ) ") 1;2$%# 

) "5'53) C #;/+)8 #;/ ) " 67') C'53) 1 ; 67'-) " .< ")83) (32 #+,' 1 3& =$3?%)2 ; 67 4.9 

0;, ) ")-'83) $. "” (-:- =+)8 '432')8) =.2E,; 1 ' F+-'( #;/+( #;/ ) "& ' 67+ 1' " 

“:(%,+= '> 73 $ 0$%)8 (< )- B< "$ B$ 3 67< ( ' 67 !< =:#.,

Avot de-Rabbi Natan (Version A) 12
This is to teach you to be a person who loves peace among all the people of 
Israel, just as Aharon loved peace between everyone, as it says, “A Torah of 
Truth was on his [the priest’s] mouth, and no crooked thing was on his lips. 
He walked with Me in peace and righteousness, and he pulled back many 
from sin”  (Malakhi 2:6)...

:KHQ�WZR�SHRSOH�ZHUH�ȴJKWLQJ�ZLWK�RQH�DQRWKHU��$KDURQ�ZRXOG�JR�DQG�VLW�
next to one of them and say: “My son, look at the anguish your friend is going 
through! His heart is ripped apart, and he is tearing at his clothes. He is 
saying, ‘How can I face my old friend? I am so ashamed, I betrayed his trust.’” 
Aharon would sit with him until his rage subsided. Then Aharon would go to 
WKH�RWKHU�SHUVRQ�LQ�WKH�ȴJKW�DQG�VD\��Ȋ0\�VRQ��ORRN�DW�WKH�DQJXLVK�\RXU�IULHQG�
is going through! His heart is ripped apart, and he is tearing at his clothes. 
He is saying, ‘How can I face my old friend? I am so ashamed, I 
betrayed his trust.’” Aharon would sit with him until his rage 
subsided. When the two people saw each other, they would 
embrace and kiss one another. And that is why it says, 
“And the entire House of Israel wept for Aharon for 
thirty days” [after his death] (Bemidbar 20:20).

This midrash describes Aharon’s pursuit of peace by helping to resolve 
ȴJKWV�DQG�DUJXPHQWV�EHWZHHQ�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZHUHQȇW�WDONLQJ�WR�
each other.

1. Was Aharon being completely truthful? 
We know that telling the truth is very 
important in Judaism, but peace is also very 
important. And yet, the Talmud states that 
one is allowed to bend the truth a little in order to 
achieve peace. What does that say about the importance of peace? 

2. +RZ�FDQ�WZR�SHRSOH�PDNH�XS�DQG�EH�IULHQGV�DJDLQ�LI�WKH\�DUH�ȴJKWLQJ"�
What are some of the best ways you know of to stop arguments? What 
are the best ways to improve friendships?



7th Night: David and Rut 

TONIGHT WE SAY
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May it please you, David and Rut, my lofty 
guests, that all of the exalted guests 

sit together with me and you.
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6DLG�'DYLG�EHIRUH�WKH�+RO\�%OHVVHG�2QH��Ȋ0DVWHU�RI�WKH�:RUOGȃZKDW�EHQHȴW�LV�
there in these that You created in Your world?... a spider weaves [silk] all year 
and doesn’t wear it…” The Holy Blessed One said to him: “David, do you mock the 
creations!? The time will come when you will need them, and you will know why 
they were created.”

When [David] was hiding in the cave from King Sha’ul, the Holy Blessed One sent 
a spider that wove [a web] over the cave entrance and closed it. Sha’ul came 
and saw a web and said: “Certainly a person did not enter here! If a person had 
entered, they would have torn the web into pieces,” and he left without entering. 
And when David went and saw the spider, he kissed it and said to it: “Blessed is 
your creator and blessed are you! Master of the World—who could do anything 
like Your deeds or like Your strength, for all Your deeds are wonderful!... and it is 
not appropriate for a person to mock God’s work.”

The Alphabet of ben Sira��DOWHUQDWLYH�YHUVLRQ���D�WH[W�TXRWHG�LQ�UDEELQLF�VRXUFHV�D�QXPEHU�RI�WLPHV��

In this midrash, King David wonders about the purpose of seemingly small and unimportant creations, such 
as a spider, and he asks God whether they really have value in the world. His life is then saved by a tiny 
spider, and he realizes that every creature has importance and value.

1. The world is very large and complex, and there is a lot about nature—and about individual species of 
plants and animals—that we still do not understand. What is this midrash teaching us about how we 
should view the natural world?

2. Have you ever wondered whether something in nature has a purpose, or asked why God created 
something? 

3. CHALLENGE! Do some research to learn more about a small creature to understand its 
larger role in nature. 
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Rut Rabbah 2:14
Rabbi Zeira said: This book [of Rut] does 
not have anything in it concerned with 
impurity or purity nor what is forbidden 
and what is permitted. So why is it 
written? To teach us the greatness of the 
reward for acts of lovingkindness.

During the time of the Judges, Avimelekh, his wife, Naomi, and their two sons left the Land of 
Israel when there was a famine and settled in Moav. After Avimelekh and her two sons died, 
Naomi planned to return home and urged Orpah and Rut, her Moabite daughters-in-law, to 
stay and go back to their families. Orpah agrees, but Rut refuses to leave Naomi, stating  
(Rut 1:16-17): 
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Wherever you go, I will go; wherever you lodge, I will lodge;  
your people shall be my people, and your God my God.  

Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried.  
This and more may God do to me if anything but death parts me from you.

When they return to Beit Lehem, Rut cares for Naomi and ends up marrying 
Boaz, a relative of Naomi’s husband. King David is her great-grandson. 

This midrash grapples with the question of why the Book of Rut is part of the 
Tanakh and what can be learned from it. Rabbi Zeira asserts that, while it 
may not be about laws of purity or what is permitted and forbidden—
which help us lead our lives as Jews—its purpose is to teach the reward 
for showing kindness (hesed) to others.  

1. What does this midrash want us to know about the value of hesed? 

2. What acts of hesed does Rut display? Why are these acts so important?

3. What acts of hesed do you and your family do for others?


