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RS Middle School (6th/7th Grade) Curriculum Topic Ideas 

Look at explanations here and fill out the form online! 

 

Ancient Jewish Heroes 

Did you ever wonder why Noach's wife didn't have a name? Or what Moses' relationship with his siblings 
was really like?  What about the way that Mordechai convinced Esther to save the Jews of Shushan?  Explore 

these stories and more through studying the stories of ancient Jewish heroes. 

 

Biblical Bad Choices 

The Torah is filled with stories that seemed to work out for the best. These stories are all filled with choices. 
Choices, that if made differently would have changed to course of Torah history. We will look at the story of 

Creation, the Flood, Korach, and the 12 Tribes… 

What if the choices that were made were different… 

 

Cooking, Food, & Birkat Hamazon 

Love to cook? Love to eat? Join us for an exploration of Jewish foods.  We will cook together and 
learn about Jewish foods from different places around the world, and better understand the 

blessing for the food we are able to have in front of us. 

 

Dive into Hanukkah – Hanukkiyadah 

What did you always look forward to as an elementary learner at Beth El?  It was always exciting to run the 
Hanukkiyadah!  Prepare for the Hanukkiyadah by writing songs, making dances, answering questions, 

creating art projects, and lead your team of elementary learners to victory! 
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Dive into Passover - Passover Maccabbiah 

What did you always look forward to as an elementary learner at Beth El?  It was always exciting to run the 
Passover Maccabbiah!  Prepare for the Passover Maccabbiah by writing songs, making dances, answering 

questions, creating art projects, and lead your team of elementary learners to victory! 

 

G.O.D. (Guaranteed Overnight Delivery) - Is God Listening? 

What is God to you? Is God all powerful, all knowing being that is in control of everything? Or is God more of 
nature around us? Or do you believe that there is no such thing as God? Explore God through your own 

beliefs and look at how Jews have thought about God throughout the ages. 

 

Hebrew 1 & 2 

Feel confident in your Hebrew reading and writing abilities.  Participate in a learning environment 
catered to your personal Hebrew level and continue to expand your Hebrew knowledge. 

 

Israeli Innovations 

Take a look at the Jewish inventors who have brought new technologies to the world.  From the Technion 
Institute in Jerusalem to Facebook to the cellphone in your pocket look at Israelis and other Jews around the 

world who changed how we live our lives. 

 

Israeli Pen Pal Program (Global programs) 

Every day we communicate with our friends and family through words, text, social media... we know what's 
going on in each other's lives.  But did you know that there are thousands of Jewish Americans who volunteer 

in the Israeli army who can't have a connection to home every day?  Would you ever want to learn about 
how people like you live in a city like Westchester County in Israel?  Have a chance to build connections with 

young Israelis who are just like you. 
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Iyun Tefillah – What Does it Mean to Pray? (Kevah vs. Kavanah) 

See Judaism 101. 

 

Joys and Sorrows 

Life is full of ups and downs.  In the Jewish calendar, life has given us lemons, and we've made lemonade.  
Here we will examine some of the ways we memorialize our hardships and celebrate our successes 

throughout the Jewish calendar. 

 

Judaism 101 

What do you do in a "sanctuary situation"?! Of course, you'll have to pull out your 'Jewish toolbox' 
- what's inside?  Explore aspects of Jewish spirituality, prayer, and biblical stories.  Feel prepared 

to embark on your adult Jewish journey and continue to be a part of the Jewish people. 

 

Kabbalat Shabbat 

See Judaism 101. 

 

Leaders of Israel (through their words) 

Take a look at the leaders of Israel, the time period they lived in, and the issues they had to face through 
their lens.  Experience what it takes to be the leader of the Jewish State through their own words and 

actions. 

 

Life Cycle Moments 

There are many moments in our lives worth pausing for and noting - perhaps when we lost our first tooth, 
learned to ride a bike.  What about those Jewish moments?  Take a look at important moments in our Jewish 
lives from birth to b'nei mitzvah to getting married and beyond.  Even experience some of these for yourself! 
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Modern Jewish Prophets 

What does it mean to be a modern-day hero?  Do these people look like SuperMan?  Do they have magical 
powers?  Take a look at Jewish people who have impacted our Jewish world today for the better - some may 

even call them prophetic.  What do you think? 

 

Parshat HaShavuah (Torah Portion of the Week) 

See Judaism 101. 

 

People of Israel - Diverse Narratives 

Ever wonder who lives in Israel?  Is everyone Jewish?  Where did they come from?  Spend some time learning 
about the diversity within the State of Israel, how different people relate to one another, and what the 

landscapes of Israel look like today. 

 

Repairing Our World (Local, Jewish, Israel, beyond) – Global Programs 

What are ways we pay it forward? How do we support the community and take care of those around us?     
Be an upstander - not a bystander and participate in projects throughout the year on a local, Jewish, and 

global level to repair our world. 

 

Rikudi-am - Dances of our People 

Have you ever done any Israeli dances?  Israeli dance is a very important part of Israeli culture - 
the dances are fun, the songs are exciting, and the ways these dances came to be are meaningful.  

Join us for this elective. 
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Sci Fi Judaism 

Here we will explore different Jewish theology including the Nature of God, prophecy, and the 
Nature of Humankind.  Amazingly Jewish Theology has been described and debated in the great 

study houses and on the silver screen in movies.  We will learn how popular culture reflects the idea 
of Jewish Theology. 

Shinshinim 

Remember Ofek? We are lucky to have a new "Shinshinit" with us this year who is at Beth El to get to 
know us. We are excited to welcome her into the middle school! 

 

Study of Ashrei 

See Judaism 101. 

 

Study of P'sukei D'zimra 

See Judaism 101. 

 

Study of the Amidah 

See Judaism 101. 

 

Study of the Shema 

See Judaism 101. 
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Tallit/Tefillin 

See Judaism 101. 

 

The Darkest Hour - Yom HaShoah 

Not all aspects of being Jewish are happy and exciting, unfortunately. In our darkest hour, there were 
many people who tried to make a difference. Learn about the Holocaust through the eyes of survivors 

and those that lost their lives in the name of Judaism. Honor and memorialize the events of the 
Holocaust and take time to think about our role as Jews today. 

 

Torah Highlights 

Torah is handwritten and contains the stories of our people from our humble beginnings. Every word is 
important but did you know that not all of the Torah is written in the same style and format? Learn 

about these different places in the Torah; from Creation to the 10 Commandments to the crossing of the 
sea. Understand how the way the text is written adds to the meaning of the words. 

 

Torah Trope 

See Judaism 101. 

 

What's a Jew to Do? 

Ethics and morals are extremely important in Judaism. But how do we know what to do when? Using the 
book, Pirkei Avot we will study what our Rabbis believed was the way to live a good Jewish life. How do 

the words of these rabbis relate to you today in the way you lead your Jewish life? 


