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Please consider the Tree of Life 
when making your year-end 

charitable donations. 
A directory of funds can be found on page 14.

Friday, Dec. 5
7:30 pm ! Shabbat Evening Service
! ! Torah: Vayishlach, Gen. 32:4 – 36:43

Saturday, Dec. 6
10:00 pm! Shabbat Morning Service & Torah Study 

Friday, Dec. 12
6:45 pm! KIDZ Shabbat
7:30 pm! Shabbat Evening Service*
! ! Torah: Vayeishev Gen. 37:1 – 40:23

Friday, Dec. 19!Shabbat of Chanukah
6:00 pm! Chanukah Potluck Dinner
7:00 pm! Special Family Service

Friday, Dec. 26 
7:30 pm! Shabbat Evening Service
! ! Torah: Vayiggash, Gen. 44:18 – 47:27

Friday, Jan. 2, 2015
6:00 pm! Kabbalat Shabbat Service
! ! Torah: Vayechi, Gen. 47:28 – 50:26

* Childcare is available for services. 
Please contact Risa to RSVP

CHANUKAH 5775

Chanukah Happening
Sunday, December 14 at 11:00am

1st Night
Tuesday, December 16

Shabbat of Chanukah – Friday, 
December 19

6:00pm  Chanukah  Dinner
7:00pm  Special Family Service

RSVP form on page 5

8th Night
Tuesday, December 23

HAPPY CHANUKAH AND BEST 
WISHES FOR A WONDERFUL 2015 

FROM THE TOL BOARD.
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LET’S HAVE LUNCH

SCRIP / BUCKS BACK
! Thank you to everyone who purchased gift cards in November.  This past year, Tree of Life earned over 
$4,500 through the SCRIP/ Bucks Back program.  It’s easy to do, it doesn’t cost you anything extra, and it’s a great 
way for the Temple to earn some needed funds. 
! Remember: Bucks Back cards make great Chanukah, birthday, and shower gifts...the cards can even 
be used to buy a gift. Our next order deadline is Sunday, December 14.
! Thank you to all those that support the Tree of Life by purchasing gift cards to your favorite places 
through the Temple's Bucks Back program. And remember - the success of the program relies on 
reorders, reloads, and ScripNow!
! If you are new to the program, visit www.tolsc.org/scrip to learn more about the Temple’s easiest fundraiser. 
Have any questions or need assistance? Amy Scully  803-497-3319 / ascully.59@gmail.com

TREASURES FROM THE TREES

Stop by Treasures from the Tree to get all your Chanukah needs.
CANDLES, MENORAH, DREIDELS, AND 

GIFTS FOR EVERYONE!

Please join Rabbi Sherman on Wednesday, Dec. 3 
at 12:30 p.m. for lunch at Groucho’s Deli in 5 
Points (611 Harden St.).  There’s no agenda – let’s 
just hang out and enjoy a good lunch and good 
company.  We’ll talk Torah, Temple, Israel, sports, or 
whatever else is on your minds.  Have a question to 
ask?  Come and join us.  Everyone is invited (lunch 
is on your own).  Thank you to Bruce Miller for 
opening his restaurant to the Tree of Life.  We’ll meet 
on the first Wednesday of each month.   See you at 
Groucho’s!

Special Thank you - Todah Rabah to:

• All who donated to Harvest Hope, Jewish Family Service 
and the Richland NE Food Banks – TOL collected over 
750 pounds of food items. Yasher Koach to all!

• Dr. Sharon Weissman and Dr. Alex Ogden for their 
engaging Sunday School for Adults Presentations.

• The Brotherhood and Religious School Boards with their 
assistance in assuring quality Religious School and 
Educational Programming.

• Jamine Santiago and Classic Catering for their flexibility 
and support of TOL programming.
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FROM THE RABBI
THE EIGHT NIGHTS OF CHANUKAH

By Rabbi Daniel Sherman
! It's that time once again – time to celebrate Chanukah.  Though a minor festival on 
the Hebrew calendar, Chanukah might be the best-known Jewish holiday.  Called the 
"Festival of Lights," Chanukah is celebrated with many popular traditions: lighting candles 
each night (adding one candle every day), eating latkes and jelly doughnuts, singing songs, 
playing dreidel, exchanging gifts.  Chanukah can truly be a wonderful holiday.
! The name Chanukah literally means "dedication."  We are reminded of how the 
Maccabees, though small in number, were able to defeat the mighty Syrian-Greeks and took 
back the Holy Temple in Jerusalem.  After three years of fighting, the Maccabees rededicated 

the Temple to the worship of the One and Only God.  At Chanukah, we, too, are asked to rededicate ourselves to 
our Judaism.  In that spirit, I'd like to offer these themes and tips for celebrating Chanukah this year:

1st Night (Tuesday, Dec. 16):! FAMILY – Try to spend the first night of Chanukah with members of your family.  If 
you cannot be with them in person, call them or Skype or send them cards to let them know that you are thinking of 
them at this time of year.

2nd Night (Dec. 17):! JEWISH LEARNING – Looking for a good gift?  Why not give a Jewish book or two?  And 
make a commitment to engage yourself in some kind of Jewish learning program at Temple in the coming months. 

3rd Night (Dec. 18):! TZEDAKAH – Speaking of gifts, donate a present or money to a local charity and support 
those who are in need.  Sharing is an excellent way of celebrating Chanukah.

4th Night (Friday, Dec. 19):! SHABBAT – Increase the light of the festival by lighting Shabbat candles, too.  Join 
us at Temple for our Chanukah Potluck Dinner at 6pm and bring your own menorah to light.  Thank you to 
Brotherhood for providing the latkes again this year.  We will have a special Family Service for the Shabbat of 
Chanukah beginning at 7pm.  Come to Temple and celebrate Chanukah with your TOL Family.  And make a New 
Year’s Resolution to try to find more ways to remember and observe Shabbat in 2015.

5th Night (Dec. 20):! JEWISH PRIDE – Say good-bye to Shabbat this evening and take special pride in lighting 
the candles and celebrating our Jewish heritage and traditions.  Recite the blessings, listen to Jewish music, eat 
Jewish foods, and play some dreidel.  And remember our brothers and sisters in the land of Israel by giving Israeli 
gifts, reading the news from Israel, and supporting ARZA and the Reform/Progressive Movement in Israel (and don’t 
forget to register for the 2015 World Zionist Organization elections that begin next month).

6th Night (Dec. 21): ! GEMILUT CHASADIM – Acts of loving kindness help create the foundation for a healthy 
society.  Do something to help someone: volunteer, lend a helping hand, visit the sick, tutor, be a mentor … there 
are lots of opportunities.

7th Night (Dec. 22):  TREE OF LIFE – We are fortunate to have such a wonderful Temple here in Columbia.  As the 
end of the calendar approaches, rededicate yourself to our congregation and the many wonderful and valuable 
services and programs that are happening here.  And please consider giving a gift to the Temple by making a 
donation to a TOL fund or volunteering to help support our various programs.

8th Night (Dec. 23):! GIVING THANKS – Before concluding Chanukah, let us remember to count and give 
thanks to God for all of the blessings in our lives.  At this time of year, as we remember the Maccabees, we are 
especially grateful for the opportunity to practice and celebrate our religion here in this wonderful country in 
freedom.

HAPPY CHANUKAH!  CHAG SAMEACH!
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FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR
Chanukah “Flip-Flop”

I don’t know why flip-flops are called flip-flops.  Is it because of the sound they make when walking? Or is it 
possibly because they are so inexpensive, that you can buy many pairs and change them at whim?  Whatever the 
story, a “flip-flop” in our culture is not just a noun.  It is also a verb and usually pertains to changing your mind about 
something.  “Flip-flop” is easily adapted to any conjugation - “to flip-flop: I flip-flop, she flip-flops, we are flip-flopping, 
and in the past tense: I flip-flopped.” 
! It is not unusual for tastes, needs, or opinions to change over time. My own views on a variety of subjects 
have often flip-flopped through the years.  And the notion that our outlook on issues and concepts wouldn’t evolve 
or shouldn’t evolve during the course of a lifetime seems unrealistic.

Recently, I found an old Chanukah facilitation that I had used 20 years ago, in another place and another 
time.  It employed the use of the popular “mad-lib” technique - where the participants get to add to an existing story-
line, their own adjectives, nouns, numbers, and verbs.  In the example below,I asked the students to call out 

CHANUKAH STORY MAD-LIB

Long ago the Jewish People lived in the land of Israel.  They built a ________ temple where they came to pray.  
But the Jews were ruled by the __________ Antiochus.  Antiochus followed the Greek religion and wanted the Jews to believe as he did.  
Antiochus sent _________  soldiers to all the cities of Israel.  The soldiers ordered the Jews to wear ________ Greek clothes, eat 
____________Greek foods and pray to _________ Greek idols.  Some Jews obeyed Antiochus because they were afraid to be different.  But 
many Jews refused.  Antiochus ordered his _____________ soldiers to destroy the Jews.  The Jews fled to ________villages.  One day 
Antiochus sent his soldiers to the town of Modiin.  The soldiers built an ________ idol in the _________ marketplace and forced the Jews to pray 
to the idol.  The town leader, Mattathias, refused to bow down to the idol.  Mattathias and his 5 ________sons fought off the soldiers and 
escaped to the ___________ mountains.  Mattathias was very old, so he appointed his son, Judah Maccabee to be the new leader.  Judah 
formed a small ________ army called the Maccabees.  The Maccabees went from village to village defeating Antiochus’ soldiers.  When the 
Maccabees reached Jerusalem, they went to the Temple.  They saw that the Temple had been desecrated and an idol had been placed at the 
altar.
Judah Maccabee ordered the Maccabees to rebuild the Temple.  The Maccabees scrubbed the walls and cleaned the Temple courtyards.  The 
Maccabees smashed the idol and built a new altar.  But they found only one jar of pure oil to light the menorah.  It was enough to last only 1 day.  
But the oil lasted and lasted.  The Menorah burned brightly for 8 days.  Judah Maccabee told the Jews to celebrate this miracle every year.  
And so we celebrate… Chanukah.  

That was then.  Today, I look at Chanukah a little differently – perhaps due to perspective, knowledge…or dare I say it, age.  My 
Chanukah flip-flop is a complete 180 degree turn.  I would not include “altering the story” as part of a lesson on Chanukah. Here’s why: 
The Chanukah story that we have shared with our children for generations is not funny.  It is heroic for sure, joyous, and maybe even miraculous, 
but it is also sad and scary at best.  I don’t want any of my students laughing at our people’s past history, or our struggles with assimilation, evil 
armies, and other forces in our midst. 

As educators we want our students to understand our history in an age-appropriate fashion. We encourage them to embrace our culture 
and traditions, and to celebrate our life-cycle events and holidays with passion.  And as they get older, because of these teachings and the values 
that we have instilled, we strongly hope that they will be able to connect meaningfully and purposefully to the world around them. 
! A major theme in the Chanukah story is the struggle for the right for equality for all citizens regardless of religion and race.  Right now in 
Israel, a bill just passed with a first vote Israel’s cabinet which would identify Israel as the “nation-state” of the Jewish people. Under the bill - 
according to the Jewish Telegraphic Agency - Hebrew would become the official language, with Arabic having special status and Jewish Law 
(Halacha) becoming the basis for all new legal legislation. 

Tensions are high now in Israel, but this bill is still alarming and creating more tension for a number of reasons.  Many of the ministers that 
voted for this bill are “ultra right-wing” politicians who do not represent the majority of Israeli citizens. Israeli Arabs make up 20% of Israel’s 
population.  Arabic is a rich and vibrant language that is very much a part of the Israeli lifestyle, economy, and culture.  Every Israeli is exposed to 3 
languages growing up – Hebrew, Arabic, and English. To further Israeli’s role and political and economic growth in the Middle East,  Arabic, spoken 
by 20% of Israel’s population ,must remain at this critical time, an official language on par with Hebrew.  Rabbi Rick Jacobs, President of the Union 
for Reform Judaism, commenting on this issue said that, “I don’t think there is any doubt in the world about Israel’s Jewish character and its unique 
purpose and mission, but there is a need to strengthen its democratic character, especially for Israeli Arabs.”

these words, and I inserted them into the blanks. Then I read the story as a whole.  Usually the tale ended up being 
silly and raucous, causing laughter and belly-rolls.

Halacha - Jewish Law, as a tradition, has a place in Israeli society and in Jewish life in the diaspora.  However, civically, as a legal 
governing determinant, Jewish law is antiquated and unrepresentative of Israel and the Jewish people as a whole. Sixty-six years ago in Israel’s 
Declaration of Independence it was written that Israel “will affirm complete social and political equality for all its citizens, regardless of religion, race, 
or gender.” As Anat Hoffman of the Israel Religious Action Center noted, “David Ben-Gurion was not afraid to mention equality, the word that is so 
completely absent from the current (nation-state) bill.” 

This bill will go to the Knesset (the Israeli Parliament) soon. The time to “flip-flop” is now.  And I hope that in Israel the politicians will take 
advantage of this opportunity. 

As a Jewish people we are considered an “Or le Goyim.” a light unto the nations.  So, perhaps as we light our Chanukah candles in 
2014/5775 and celebrate the rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem we should also rededicate ourselves to ensuring that the lessons we have 
learned from the Chanukah story and the struggles of the Maccabees more than 2,000 years ago are not lost forever.  
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CHANUKAH PROGRAMMING AT TOL
Chai – School Chanukah Dinner

Grades 11 &12
Thursday, December 11, 2014

5:30-7:00pm

“Chanukah is Coming” KIDZ Shabbat
Friday, December 12, 2014

for all children and families through Grade 5
6:45pm, childcare at 7:15pm

TYG Chanukah Shabbaton and Lock – in
Saturday, December 13, 2014 

Starting at 7pm
Come make Havdalah and learn about tikkun olam, Camp 
Jenny (a weekend camp experience for kids in inner city 
Atlanta), and help plan more events for CoFTY.   Dinner, 
snacks, drinks included. For more info contact Abby Magaro or 
Micah Feinstein.  Open to all 7-12th graders 

Chanukah Happening

Sunday, December, 14, 2014
Religious School begins at 9am

Happening 11:00am-1:00pm
Latke and hot dog lunch

Skits, games, crafts, prizes, music and much 
much more!

Annual Chanukah Dinner and Service
Friday December 19, 2014

6pm Dinner
7pm Service

Menu: Baked Chicken, Latkes, Chicken Noodle Soup, Salad, Glazed Carrots
Thank you to Brotherhood, Sandy Sims and Classic Catering

RSVP by Wednesday, December 17, 2014 for planning purposes.

 Name _____________________________________! Phone Number _____________________

 # Attending Dinner:   ! ______ Adults! _____ Children! _____ Total

Join us in celebrating Chanukah with folks at the 
Waterford and Wildewood Assisted Living Residences. 

Details coming soon

Please join the Tree of Life Religious School 
in helping families at the Family Shelter of Columbia 

enjoy a happy holiday season. 
 
Here is what to do in three easy steps:
1. Choose a family member’s or members’ card(s) from the board in the 
foyer  
(you can choose more than one!) from the different families that we 
have adopted.
2. Write down the info on the list that is by the display board.
3. By December 17, return a wrapped (generic winter wrap is fine!) gift 
with the adopted person’s name attached.

Tzedakah is a commandment that all Jews share to provide for those in 
need. Thank you for sharing with others in our community during this 

winter season!
 

Questions? 
Please call Religious School Board Member 

Jean Ginsberg at 477-8796 or Risa at 787-2182.
 

For more information about the Family Shelter of Columbia, 
visit their website at www.columbiafamilyshelter.org.

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=0&act=11111&c=1285583&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.columbiafamilyshelter.org
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=0&act=11111&c=1285583&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.columbiafamilyshelter.org
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CHANUKAH BLESSINGS
Candles are added to the Chanukiyah from right to left but are kindled from left to right. 
The newest candle is lit first. (On the Shabbat of Chanukah, kindle the Chanukah lights 
first and then the Shabbat candles.)

Light the Shamash - the helper candle - first using it to kindle the rest of the Chanukah 
lights; say or sing:

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher kid'shanu b'mitzvotav v'tsivanu 
l'hadlik ner shel Chanukah.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who hallows us with mitzvot, 
commanding us to kindle the Chanukah lights.

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, she-asah nisim laavoteinu bayamim 
hahaeim baz'man hazeh.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who performed wondrous deeds for 
our ancestors in days of old at this season.

For first night only:

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, shehecheyanu v'kiy'manu v'higianu 
laz'man hazeh.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and 
for enabling us to reach this season.
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CHANUKAH
CHANUKAH VOCABULARY

Chanukah: Literally, dedication—also known as the "Festival of 
Lights"—that celebrates the victory of a small band of Jews over the 
Greco-Syrian army and Hellenism (those who followed Greek ways 
and culture) in 165 BCE and their fight for religious freedom.

Chanukiah: The nine-branched menorah (lamp), or candleholder, 
used on Chanukah.

Ner: Hebrew for candle
Shamash: Hebrew word for Helper candle used to light other candles 
on Chanukiah

TRADITIONAL POTATO LATKES
12 large potatoes, grated! ! 3 medium onions, grated
4 eggs, beaten lightly! ! 5 tbsp. flour
3 tsp. salt!! ! 1 tsp. pepper
oil for deep frying

The secret to great latkes (levivot in Hebrew) is to remove as much 
liquid from the potatoes and onions as possible.  Put the grated 
potatoes in a clean tea towel and squeeze the liquid out of the 
mixture.  Do the same for the grated onions.  Combine all the 
ingredients and mix together well by hand.

In a heavy skillet, put a ¾” deep layer of oil.  Heat until sizzling.  Form 
individual pancakes by hand and carefully slide into the pan using a 
slotted spatula.  Fill the pan, but leave room between the pancakes.  
When the latkes are nicely browned on one side, turn carefully and 
cook until browned on the other side and crisp on the edges.  Remove 
with a spatula and place on paper towels.  Let the excess grease 
drain onto the paper towel.  Serve immediately for the best taste.  You 
can keep the latkes hot in a warm oven.  Serve with sour cream or 
applesauce.

Another option is to use a box of potato pancake mix – but making 
latkes from scratch is more fun, and they taste better, too!

Sweet Potato Latkes (Pareve) – from www.kveller.com 
PrepTime: 15 minutes    Frying Time: About 10 minutes per batch
2 lbs. sweet potatoes or yams    2 Tbs. matzoh meal or flour
2 eggs                                         1 tsp. baking powder
1 - 2 tsp. cinnamon (to taste)      1/4 tsp. nutmeg
1/4 tsp. cloves                              peanut oil
Peel and grate sweet potatoes and remove any excess moisture (can 
put in dish towel or cheesecloth and squeeze out moisture). Beat 
eggs and add one at a time, mixing well. Add matzoh meal or flour 
and baking powder. Add spices and mix well. Heat oil until hot and put 
large spoonful for each pancake. Cook until brown and flip.  Makes 
about 18 - 20 pancakes.  Note: For fluffier pancakes, separate eggs. 
Add yolks where recipes indicates to "add eggs." Beat egg whites until 
stiff. Fold in egg whites after all other ingredients have been mixed in.

THE GAME OF DREIDEL
The spinning game of dreidel has been popular for centuries.  The 
dreidel (“top”; sevivon in Hebrew) has four sides, each with an 
imprinted Hebrew letter.  The letters on the dreidel stand for “NEIS 
GADOL HAYAH SHAM – A Great Miracle Happened There.”

Begin the game by giving all players an equal number of pieces 
(coins, candies, etc.).  Each player must “ante up” any time the pot in 
the middle is empty.  Players take turn spinning the dreidel until it 
lands on one of the following:

NUN: “None” – get nothing 
GIMMEL: “Get” – take the entire pot

HEY: “Half” – take half of the pot  

SHIN: “Share” – put one in the pot

The player with the most pieces at the end of the game wins.  Good luck!

CHANUKAH SONGS

I HAVE A LITTLE DREIDEL
I have a little dreidel, I made it out of clay
And when it’s dry and ready then dreidel I shall play
O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel
I made it out of clay
O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel
Now dreidel I shall play

It has a lovely body, with leg so short and thin
And when it gets all tired, it drops and then I win
O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel …

My dreidel’s always playful, it loves to dance and spin
A happy game of dreidel – come play, now let’s begin!
O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel …

ROCK OF AGES / MAOZ TZUR
Mah-oz  tzur  ye-shu-a-ti,  le-chah  nah-eh  le-sha-bei-ach,
Ti-kon  beit  te-fi-la-ti,  ve-sham  to-dah  ne-za-bei-ach.
Le-eit  tah-chin  mat-bei-ach,  mi-tzar  ha-me-na-bei-ach.
Az  eg-mor,  be-shir  miz-mor,  cha-nu-kat  ha-miz-bei-ach.  {2x}

Rock of Ages, let our song
Praise Your saving power;
You, amid the raging foes,
Were our sheltering tower.
Furious they assailed us,
But Your arm availed us.
And Your word broke their sword,!
When our own strength failed us. {2x}

LIGHT ONE CANDLE  (Peter Yarrow)
Light one candle for the Maccabee children, 
give thanks that their light didn’t die.
Light one candle for the pain they endured, 
when their right to exist was denied.
Light one candle for the terrible sacrifice justice and freedom demand.
And light one candle for the wisdom to know 
when the peacemaker’s time is at hand.
!
Chorus:
Don’t let the light go out, it’s lasted for so many years.
Don’t let the light go out, let it shine through our love and our tears.

Light one candle for the strength that we need 
to never become our own foe.
Light one candle for those who are suffering 
the pain we learned so long ago.
Light one candle for all we believe in, let anger not tear us apart.
And light one candle to bind us together, 
with peace as the song in our heart.
(Chorus)

What is the memory that’s valued so highly, 
that we keep alive in that flame?
What’s the commitment to those who have died, when we cry out: 
‘They’ve not died in vain’?
We have come this far, always believing, 
that justice will somehow prevail.
This is the burden, and this is the promise, and this is why we will not fail!
(Chorus)   

http://www.kveller.com
http://www.kveller.com
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PINAT IVRIT: A MONTHLY CORNER OF HEBREW

CHANUKAH WEBSITES

Pinat Ivrit: LiTrom, To Donate
Terumah: In Hebrew the word for donation is Terumah- with the Hebrew 3 letter root, Tav, resh, mem. That same 
word is also the name of a Torah portion in the book of Exodus that describes the many contributions needed from 
the children of Israel to build the Tabernacle in the desert after leaving Egypt. Building a Tabernacle in the desert was 
a complicated and probably quite costly undertaking, not unlike many of life’s endeavors. At Temple, we are 
accepting contributions for:

1. The Jewish National Fund: (each student has a “pushke” box) please donate any spare change if you can 
to help plant trees and support Israel’s environmental endeavors.

2. Columbia Family Shelter: Once again we are helping the families “housed” at the Columbia Family Shelter 
enjoy a happy holiday. The “Big Board” with all the information will be up in the lobby soon!

3. Any terumot – donations- that you can make to the Youth Activities Fund at Temple are so appreciated and 
will greatly help to offset the price of summer camp for many of our families. Sending a child to camp is not 
necessarily complicated, but it can be expensive.  As you can imagine, camps are quite costly to run.  The 

Donations, Donations, Donations

www.reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/hanukkah   For 
Chanukah Info and Ideas

www.maccabeats.com    Accapella Group Singing Jewish and 
Holiday Songs

www.pellasingers.com    Accapella Group Singing Jewish and 
Holiday songs

www.adl.org    Concerns about Religion in the Public Schools

www.jr.co.il/hotsites/chanukah.htm  Educational Resources for 
Chanukah

Nefesh B’Nefesh Chanukah Flash Mob in Jerusalem You tube. 

KING OF LATKES

You have loved the Brotherhoods Latke’s for years.   
Now, for the first time, you can have Brotherhood 
Latke’s at home for Chanukah.   The Brotherhood 
will be selling our plain and jalapeño latkes as a 
fundraiser.  You can buy a Baker’s dozen (13) for 
$15 or supersize and buy a Jewish dozen (18) for 
$20.   They can also be frozen for use at a later date.  
Order forms can be found in the Temple office or at 
the link below:

http://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/
Rcc973eahKn1X57r0bq32MFIx

All orders must be to the temple office by 
Wednesday December 10th.

Order pickup is Sunday December 14th.

http://www.reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/hanukkah
http://www.reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/hanukkah
http://www.maccabeats.com
http://www.maccabeats.com
http://www.pellasingers.com
http://www.pellasingers.com
http://www.adl.org
http://www.adl.org
http://www.jr.co.il/hotsites/chanukah.htm
http://www.jr.co.il/hotsites/chanukah.htm
http://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/Rcc973eahKn1X57r0bq32MFIx
http://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/Rcc973eahKn1X57r0bq32MFIx
http://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/Rcc973eahKn1X57r0bq32MFIx
http://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/Rcc973eahKn1X57r0bq32MFIx
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT TOL

Pancake Breakfast and Book Fair

Confirmation Class Trip to New York City

Turkey Challah for Thanksgiving

Adult Ed
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WRJ / SISTERHOOD NEWS BROTHERHOOD REPORT

THE BIG NOSH™

GREEN TEAM

Save the date for the 2015 Big Nosh.  Next year’s Big 
Nosh will be on Sunday, May 3, 2015.
Planning for the event has already begun and the Big Nosh 
committee is asking for your help in the following ways: 1) 
Please consider becoming a Friend of the Big Nosh by 
making a financial donation.  2) Please let the Big Nosh 
committee know of any business you are aware of who 
might be willing to become a Big Nosh sponsor 3) Be 
prepared to volunteer your time to support the Big Nosh.   
Last years event was a BIG success thanks to the many 
volunteers who spent hours planning the event and all the 
volunteers on the weekend of the event.   Watch the Temple 
newsletter, website and Facebook for more information on 
the 2015 Big Nosh.

Brotherhood 2014/2015 Membership Drive

The 2014/2015 Brotherhood membership drive is underway.   
You can send a check made out to TOL Brotherhood to the 
Temple office.  Your continued support of the Brotherhood, both 
financially and through volunteerism, is very important and 
appreciated.

Holiday Meal

The Brotherhood would like to thank everyone who helped 
prepare the meal for Sistercare and those who donated desserts.   
We appreciate your support and I know Sistercare was very 
happy with the meal we prepared.

Blood Drive

The Brotherhood annual Red Cross Blood Drive will be held on 
Sunday, January 25, 2015.   Watch your e-blast and TOL Website 
for information on scheduling a donation time.   To be eligible for 
the January 25th donation, your last donation will have to have 
been before November 30th.

BOOK CLUB
Thursday, January 15, 2015 

Golden Chopstix
1505 Charleston Hwy, West Columbia

This month’s book is
The World to Come 

by Dara Horn

A huge recycling event will be held January 24, 2015 11:00 
AM to 3:00 PM at Forest Lake  Presbyterian Church 6500 
North Trenholm Road.  It will be sponsored by the Midlands 
Green Congregations Initiative.  

The following materials will be accepted:
· Paper shredding – sponsored by - Shred With US
· Computers and computer accessories (keyboards, monitors, 
printers, scanners) TVs, Stereos- Household electronics 
including VCRs, DVD players, power tools,  radios, fax 
machines,  and small appliances- Microwave ovens, any other 
household items with power cords-Telephones, pagers and 
answering machines.  Sponsored by - eCycle Secure
· Scrap  metal—stoves,  washers, dryers, bicycles, metal door 
frames,  metal chairs, and shelves, lawn mowers (must be free 
of gas and oil)-Refrigerators & Air Conditioners will be 
accepted -sponsored by - CMC Recycling
· Tires -car and light truck tires or smaller, small tires (bike or 
wheel barrow); limit of 8 per family
No Commercial Materials: (Residential Only)

Thanks go to Risa Strauss, David Potter, and Carolyn Hudson 
for attending the most recent MGCI meeting held November 2 
at St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church.  Thanks also 
to Demitris Gilmore, Nancy Glaz, and Marla May for their 
support.

To learn more about the Green Team, please visit 
http://www.tolsc.org/about-us/associations/green-team 

greenteam@tolsc.org

http://www.tolsc.org/about-us/associations/green-team
http://www.tolsc.org/about-us/associations/green-team
mailto:greenteam@tolsc.org
mailto:greenteam@tolsc.org
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Mazal Tov to:

Barbara & Bill Rast
Cheryl & Allan Nail
Sandy & Ed Hertz
Janet & Michael Paul
Kay & Ira Radin
Victoria & Alan Carr
Arline & Jerry Polinsky
Cyndi & Greg Katz
Morgan & Rabbi Daniel Sherman

December 14
December 18
December 20
December 21
December 22
December 25
December 26
December 27
December 28

MEMBER NEWS

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
December 5    – Karen Goldenfield
December 12   – Marla May
December 19   – Cheri Alexander
December 26   – TBD

WRJ SHABBAT SERVICE REPS

Maryann & Lewis Lapine, on the birth of their grandson, 
Joseph Thomas Crabb, on Oct. 17, 2014.  The proud parents 
are Megan & Steve Crabb.

Larraine & Jeffrey Moses, on the birth of their granddaughter 
Rylee Jean Zeitz on October 22, 2014 in Plymouth, MA.  The 
proud parents are Heidi & Jeff Zeitz.  Sam & Kim Moses are 
her excited uncle and aunt

Ashley & Brian Brodkin, on the birth of their son Leon Wesley 
Brodkin on Nov. 6, 2014.

Avni & Josh Gupta-Kagan, on the birth of their daughter 
Reena on Nov. 11, 2014.  She was welcomed home by her big 
sister and brother, Gia and Amit.

Eric Mendel! ! Dec. 1
Jennifer Savitz ! Dec. 3
Marilyn Barkan! Dec. 4
Ned Strauss! ! Dec. 4
Joan Amado! ! Dec. 6
Ben Ginsberg! Dec. 7
Anselle Blackmon! Dec. 8
Max Miller! ! Dec. 8
Jeffrey Moses! Dec. 8
Leeds Barroll!! Dec. 9
Steve Savitz !! Dec. 9
Karen Beattie! Dec.10
Abi Crawford!! Dec.10
Brian Glavey!! Dec. 10
Lee Williams !! Dec. 10
Jean Ginsberg! Dec. 11

Neil Parks ! ! Dec. 11 
Alex Perales!! Dec. 11
Janna Sherman! Dec. 12
Harvey Helman! Dec. 14
Joan Tucker! ! Dec. 14
Steven Cohen ! Dec. 15
Andrew Beattie! Dec. 16
Albert Cohen, Jr. ! Dec. 16
Rosann Canady! Dec. 17
Belle Fields! ! Dec. 17
Carolyn Hudson! Dec. 17
Roberta Friedland! Dec. 18
Walton Selig! ! Dec. 18
Barbara Levy!! Dec. 19
Pamela Feuerstein! Dec. 20
Keya Novinbakht ! Dec. 20

Irina Volynets ! ! Dec. 20
Riyler Coffman! ! Dec. 21
Roger Kuperman ! ! Dec. 21
Bill Sims! ! ! Dec. 21
Helga Cohen!! ! Dec. 23
Lance Thompson! ! Dec. 24
Rabbi Leah Doberne-Schor! Dec. 25
Judith Kalb ! ! ! Dec. 25
Jaia Kattan! ! ! Dec. 25
Hannah Amado! ! Dec. 26
Boris Veytskin! ! Dec. 26
Violette Chartock! ! Dec. 27
Nate Cason! ! ! Dec. 28
Marcia Medway ! ! Dec. 28
Abigail McConahay! ! Dec. 30
Allen Alexander! ! Dec. 31
Ron McKnight! ! Dec. 31

Office – Marla May
Religious School Office – Joan Tucker 
Green Team / Recycling – Carolyn Hudson, David 
! Potter
Oneg Shabbat Coordination – Laura Becker, 
! Annette Goldstein
Library & Gallery – Brian Lewis-Smith

To the friends and family of Bessie Garber 
Shelia King and Ilene King and Family,  on the 
! loss of their brother & uncle Marvin Stiglitz
Stan & Terry Gomberg, on the loss of his brother 
! Warren !Gomberg

Refuah Shleima
Get well wishes to TOL members recently hospitalized or at 
home recovering: Bruce Becker, Nancy Cartiff, Ronnie 
Drucker, Debbie Ritter.

Condolences to:

Honor Roll
We salute and thank our wonderful volunteers
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Mitzvah Opportunity for All!
Please consider helping Jewish Family Service staff the 
Ronald McDonald House during the Christmas Holiday, so 
that their staff can celebrate with their families. Volunteer 
shifts are in two-hour increments (but you are more than 
welcome to sign up for more). This is a fun and easy way 
to give back and help families in our community!
Volunteer shifts will begin Wednesday, December 24th 
9:00 am and continue through Friday, December 26th at 
2:00. There is one overnight shift on the 25th available. 
Please contact Laney @ 787-2023 ext 220 for more 
information and to sign up! 

  Attention Jewish Singles

 sponsored by Beth Shalom

You are cordially invited to a cookout at 1PM

Sunday, December 7, 2014

12 White Birch Circle, Columbia, SC 29223

                                      

Please bring a dish (non-dairy), a short bio of yourself, 
and a smile!!!!!!!

RSVP: Marlene at malka9448@yahoo.com

We are setting up an email list of Jewish singles in the 
area. If you would like to be on this list or if you know 
someone who might be interested in receiving 
notifications of events for Jewish singles, please notify 
Marlene at malka9448@yahoo.com

REFORM JEWS 4 ISRAEL

TAKE THE PLEDGE TO VOTE FOR
ARZA-REPRESENTING REFORM JUDAISM

IN THE 2015 WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION ELECTIONS
www.urj.org

www.reformjews4israel.org

Today, Israel is at a crossroads.  Much is at stake when it 
comes to women’s rights, freedom of worship, and peace in the 
region.  As Reform Jews, we share a commitment to K’lal Yisrael – the 
many voices of the Jewish people united as one.  We work together to 
foster a Jewish peoplehood and state in which the ideals of pluralism, 
equality and peace help to secure prosperous, fulfilling Jewish lives 
for us all.

We have the opportunity to achieve our vision of a just, 
equal, pluralistic future for Israel by voting to support Reform Judaism 
in the 2015 World Zionist Organization Election.

Please take the pledge to vote for ARZA–Representing 
Reform, and you’ll stay up to date on all the information you need.  
Register with the American Zionist Movement and vote for ARZA–
Representing Reform between January 15 and April 30, 2015.

Go to the websites for more information – see further details 
in the January 2015 TOL Newsletter.  Todah Rabbah!

mailto:malka9448@yahoo.com
mailto:malka9448@yahoo.com
mailto:malka9448@yahoo.com
mailto:malka9448@yahoo.com
http://www.urj.org
http://www.urj.org
http://www.reformjews4israel.org
http://www.reformjews4israel.org
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BIMAH FLOWERSYAHRZEITS

ONEG SHABBAT HOSTS

Note: If you are unable to bake or purchase Oneg Shabbat 
refreshments you may donate $20.00. Homemade goods are always 
preferable. Checks need to be sent to the temple office two weeks 
prior to your Oneg Shabbat date. Thank you!

December 5
Mildred Axelrod, Carol Barkan, Robert S. Friedman, Sadye C. 
Green*, Pauline Karp Schulman, Harold “Hal” Birch*, Claire 
Boxt*, Honey Halpern, Beatrice Perl Lindau*, Tillie W. 
Kaufman*, Viola W. Levenson, Jeannette Rosichan*, Roma 
Arov, Al Kordon, Selma Levin, Max Gordon, Laura Zaidman*, 
Theodore Kole*, Max Krautler*, Ben Stern

December 12
Minnie Brown, Sam Cohen, Giza Nisenholz, Louis Burger*, 
Joseph George Helman*, Clyde F. Quick, Mamie K. Tolochko*, 
Louis Kohn*, Sonia Rabinovich, Sophie Goldblatt*, Hershel 
Hark*, Henry Henning*, Julia Merlin, Libby Paul*, Jack Sullivan, 
Lena W. Henning*

December 19
Sarah Bazerman*, Christopher Magaro, Russell Sheckler, 
Joseph Harold Ginsberg, Sheila Nudelman, Helen Spencer, 
Pauline Wheeler, Betty Lee Schlager, Louis Burns Simmons*, 
Julius Winter*, Richard Herzog, Jack Lapine*, Meyer Loeb*, 
Clara Blick, Arnold David Lutz*, Morris Rubenstein, Hyman 
Rubin, Sr., Georgianne Schwartz, Jacob Blick, Anna Chaves 13
Halprin, Yefim Khaim Krpnik, Israel Merlin, Paul Southard

December 26
Eleanor Lerner Bush, Myron Bernard Kahn*, Albert Schwartz*, 
Michael Jay Glantz, Joseph Nifoussi, Alfred Brauer, Eugene 
Kreiselman, Stephen Mendel*, Sylvia Savitz*, Sarah Schwartz, 
Tzila Arov, Ida Read Savitz*, Philip Turner, Solomon Lourie, 
Charles Bradford, Jr., Ina Chernoff, Murray King, Bertha M. 
Kole*, J.T. Pearlstine*, Rona Russ, Marian V. Waxelbaum*, 
Herbert Young, Marvin Selig, Rhea S. Wittenberg*

Dec. 5  Karen Goldenfield- Chair, Charles & Cynthia Bloom, 
Peter Blue, Barry Bor, Barry & Eleanor Bornstein, Michelle & 
Donald Bowen, Allan & Deborah Brett.

Dec. 12  Alan Brill- Chair, Susan & Alan Brill, Brian & Ashley 
Brodkin, Jackie Brody, Kimberly Brody, Elizabeth & James 
Brown.

Dec. 19  Joy Parks- Chair, Robert & Jocelyn Burg, Rosann & 
Daniel Canady, Gordon & Rebecca Cantor, Alan & Victoria 
Carr, David & Jill Carr, Dana & Chris Cason.

Dec. 26  Jeff Silver- Chair, Richard & Robin Chapman, Paul 
& Leah Cherney, Matt Chisling, Rebecca & Michael Coffman, 
Dennis & Pamela Cohen, Albert Cohen, Jr.

November 7
Linda Ackerman, in memory of Nathan Helman
Linda Ackerman, in memory of Jean Helman
Mark & Karen Goldenfield, in memory of Pearl Atran
Richard & Ellen Helman, in memory of Jean Helman
Beth & Harvey Helman, in memory of Jean Helman
Marc & Ann Posner, in memory of Arlene Simons
Jan Rivers, in memory of Arthur Park

November 14
Rick & Robin Chapman & Family, in memory of !
! Wendy Jill Reyner
Donna, Ernie, Mark & Abby Magaro, in memory of !
! Rhea E. Stern
Feliks & Sarra Rabinovich & Family, in memory of !
! Volf Volfson 
Reyner Family, in memory of Alan, Tobae, and Jeff !
! Reyner
Igor & Irina Volynets, in memory of Hilya Luchina
Revera Wayburn, in memory of Richard Wayburn

November 21
Dan, Lory & Rebecca Bellino, in memory of Pamela 
! Levey
Cathie Freibert & Allison Belasco, in memory of !
! Simon Belasco
Mark & Karen Goldenfield, in memory of Rae !
! Goldenfield
Arthur & Yuliana Iskhakov, in memory of Iosif 
! Iskhakov
Debbie Ritter, in memory of Leon Ritter 
Aileen Sunshine, in memory of Min Swartz

November 28
Annette Goldstein and Family, in memory of Muriel Masur
Lewis & Maryann Lapine, in memory of Selma Lapine
Martin Lefkowitz, in memory of Betty Lefkowitz
Art & Barb Levy, in memory of Robert Allen Levy
Bill, Barbara, Scott & Kevin Rast, in memory or Muriel Masur
The Reyner Family, in memory of Charles Reyner, Sr.
Walton, Jeff, Aleka, Kiber, and Sam Selig, in memory of Trudy 
! Selig
Gary & Laine Silverfield, in memory of Midge Silverfield
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We gratefully acknowledge the following thoughtful donations:

CONTRIBUTIONS

General Funds ($5 minimum donation unless otherwise noted)
• Building Fund ($10 minimum)
• Choir  Fund
• Green Team Fund
• Foyer Leaf Fund ($72/leaf) – to purchase & 

inscribe a leaf
• General Fund
• High Holy Day / Passover Fund – to help cover 

holiday operating expenses
• Library Fund – to help provide books & 

resources for TOL library.
• Memorial Board & Plaque Fund ($500/plaque) 

– to purchase a yahrzeit plaque for the 
sanctuary memorial boards.

• Prayer Book Fund ($30 minimum) – to purchase 
a Shabbat prayer book

• Rabbi’s Discretionary fund – to render 
emergency assistance to individuals, 
promote Jewish causes, and to open 
opportunities for Jewish learning and spiritual 
development. 

• Religious School Fund – to help cover regular 
operating expenses & educational resources 
of the Religious School.

• Religious School Neil Cartiff Memorial Fund – 
to support teacher and leadership training

• Youth Activities Fund – to provide financial aid 
for helping our students participate in Israel 
programs, URJ summer camps, and NFTY 
regional events.

Sisterhood Funds  ($5 minimum donation)
• Reyner Convention Fund – to send Sisterhood 

members to conventions.
• Courtesy Fund – to help beautify the Temple.
• Evelyn & Dan Daniel Leadership Development 

Fund – to send youth to leadership camp 
(formerly known as the TYG Fund)

Endowment Funds  ($25 minimum donation)  
• General Endowment Fund
• Jeanette Birch Endowment Fund – for grounds 

beautification.
• Diane Brown Sobel Endowment Fund – helps 

purchase items for the Religious School.
• Marian D. Fleischman Endowment Fund – 

helps fund TOL programming.
• Ralph & Sarah Levine Endowment Fund – for 

capital improvements to our building.
• Sylvia & Sam Savitz Music Enrichment 

Endowment Fund
• Jonathan Train Youth Group Endowment 

Fund

TOL FUND DIRECTORY

Please consider making a tax-deductible end-of-year donation to your favorite 
TOL General, Sisterhood, or Endowment fund. 

Donations make wonderful Chanukah gifts!

If you have made an in-kind donation this calendar year and need a letter for tax purposes, 
please contact the Temple Office.

General Fund
Anonymous donation, in memory of Tobae, Alan, and Jeffrey Reyner
Jean, Jack, and Benjamin Ginsberg, in honor of Brody Nail and Benjamin Iskahkov’s first Chanukah at TOL
Ericka Johnson, in appreciation
Eleanor & Herb Niestat, in honor of Dr. Alan Brill
Lyanne & Barton Wassermann, in appreciation
Kenneth Wolf, in appreciation

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Frank & Melanie Baker, in honor of Alan Brill’s 70th Birthday 
Leatrice Weiner, in appreciation 
Kenneth Wolf, in appreciation

Religious School Fund
Frank & Melanie Baker
Jean, Jack, and Benjamin Ginsberg
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2

6:00pm Introduction 
to Hebrew with Risa

3
12:30pm Let’s Do 
Lunch with Rabbi 

Sherman

6:00pm Beyond 
Beginners Hebrew 

with Risa

7:00pm Jewish 
American Life in Film 

with Risa

8:00pm Jews in 
America with Rabbi 

Sherman

4 5

7:30pm Shabbat 
Evening Service

6

10:00am Shabbat 
Morning Service and 

Torah Study

7

9:00am Religious 
School

8 9 10
6:00pm Executive 

Committee Meeting

7:00pm TOL Board 
Meeting

Brotherhood Latke 
Order Deadline

11 12

7:30pm Shabbat 
Evening Service

13

14
9:00am Religious 

School 

Chanukah 
Happening
11am-1pm

15 16
First Night of 
Chanukah

17

Chanukah

18

Chanukah

19
Shabbat of 
Chanukah

6:00pm Chanukah 
Dinner

7:00pm Special 
Family Service

Chanukah

20

Chanukah

21
No Religious School

Chanukah

22

Chanukah

23

Chanukah

24
Last Day of 
Chanukah

25
Temple Office 

Closed

26
7:30pm Shabbat 
Evening Service

27

28
No Religious School

29 30 31
New Year’s Eve

1
Temple Closed

2
6:00pm Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service

3

December 2014
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Tree of Life Congregation
6719 North Trenholm Road
Columbia, SC 29206

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

TREE OF LIFE CONGREGATION
Established 1896

6719 North Trenholm Road * Columbia, SC 29206
Office: (803) 787-2182 * Fax (803) 787-0309

Website: www.tolsc.org
Email: info@tolsc.org

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

RABBI Daniel M. Sherman
rabbisherman@tolsc.org

RABBI EMERITUS Sanford T. Marcus, D.D.
Risa Strauss, RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR
risa@tolsc.org

OFFICERS
President! Rick Cohn
First Vice President! Alan Brill
Second Vice President! Paul Westfall
Secretary! Lisa Helfer
Treasurer! Joy Parks
Immediate Past President! Steve Savitz
BOARD MEMBERS
Laney Cohen! ! ! Donna Magaro
Jackie Dickman–Babcock! Ernie Magaro
Jessica Elfenbein! ! Amy Scully
Eric Feuerstein! ! ! Jeff Selig
Annette Goldstein! ! Jeff Silver
Scott Kaplan ! !  ! Julie Strauss
Roger Kuperman! ! G. Todd Weiss
LIFETIME BOARD MEMBERS
Bernard Fleischman, Jr.!    Howard Weiss
Stephen Savitz

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Endowment! Ned Strauss
Finance! Ernie Magaro!
House & Grounds! G. Todd Weiss
Membership ! Annette Goldstein
Religious School Board! Yuliana Iskhakov
Ritual! Jessica Elfenbein
AFFILIATES
Brotherhood President! David Carr
Sisterhood Presidents! Amanda Hamilton
COFTY President! Micah Feinstein
TEMPLE STAFF
Office Manager! Nancy Glaz
Custodian! Demitris Gilmore
TEMPLE MUSICIANS
Music Director! Sharon Witherell
Director Emeritus! Jackie McNeil

http://www.tolsc.org
http://www.tolsc.org
mailto:info@tolsc.org
mailto:info@tolsc.org
mailto:rabbisherman@tolsc.org
mailto:rabbisherman@tolsc.org
mailto:risa@tolsc.org
mailto:risa@tolsc.org

