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Happy (other) New Year!
TOL wishes everyone a happy & healthy 2014.

Happy 118th Birthday, 

Tree of Life Congregation!

January 15, 1896

January 15, 2014

Tu B’Shevat, 
the Jewish birthday of the trees,
is Thursday, January 16, 2014

Friday, Jan. 3, 2014
7:30 p.m.! Shabbat Eve Service
! ! Torah: Bo, Ex. 10:1 – 13:16

Friday, Jan. 10!SHABBAT SHIRAH
6:45 p.m.! KIDZ Shabbat
7:30 p.m.! Shabbat Eve Service*
! ! Torah: Beshalach, Ex. 13:17 – 17:16

Saturday, Jan. 11
10:00 a.m.! Shabbat Morning Service & Torah Study

Friday, Jan. 17
7:30 p.m.! Shabbat Eve Service
! ! Torah: Yitro, Ex. 18:1 – 20:23

Saturday, Jan. 18
10:00 a.m.! Shabbat Morning Bat Mitzvah Service of 

Ellie Feuerstein

Friday, Jan. 24
7:30 p.m.! Shabbat Eve Service
! ! Torah: Mishpatim, Ex. 21:1 – 24:18

Friday, Jan. 31
7:30 p.m.! Shabbat Eve Service
! ! Torah: Terumah, Ex. 25:1 – 27:19

Friday, Feb. 7!
6:45 p.m.! KIDZ Shabbat
7:30 p.m.! Shabbat Eve Service*
! ! Torah: Tetzaveh, Ex. 27:20 – 30:10

* Childcare is available for services. 
Please contact Risa to RSVP.
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Dear Fellow Congregants,

I want to wish each of you a happy 
and healthy New Year.

I hope to see you around Temple in 
January - at services, at one of our 
many exciting Adult Education 
opportunities, and at our annual 
blood drive.

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

I am so looking forward to spending an evening at 
Trustus Theater on January 23 with you all. Let’s fill the 
house to financially support our Temple and enjoy a 
critically-acclaimed play!

As always, warm regards,
Richard H. Cohn, Sr.

SCRIP / BUCKS BACK
Thank you to everyone who purchased Scrip cards in the month of December, earning the Tree of Life almost 

$800 in Bucks Back!
Our next order deadline is Sunday, January 12.
If you are new to the program, visit www.tolsc.org/scrip to learn more about Temple’s easiest fundraiser. 

Have questions or need assistance? Feel free to contact me.
Thank you to all those that support the Tree of Life by purchasing gift cards to your favorite places 

through the Temple's Bucks Back program. And remember - the success of the program relies on 
reorders, reloads, and ScripNow!
Let’s see how much we can raise in 2014!
Amy Scully
803-497-3319 / ascully.59@gmail.com

FROM THE COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR
It’s hard to believe that Abby Magaro’s internship at TOL has already come to an end. In the 

short few months she spent with us, Abby contributed a lot to our Temple: She produced a 
Religious School newsletter, created an online catalog for the Treasures from the Tree Judaica 
Shop, and designed a new Green Team logo, in addition to her daily maintenance of Temple 
Youth Group and Sisterhood webpages.

If you have not yet seen the TOL Times, the newsletter Abby produced with her Leadership 
Class, you can view it on our Religious School News webpage. Yasher koach, Abby, and thank 
you for all you’ve done - and continue to do - for our Temple!

Wishing you all a happy & healthy 2014,
Cheryl Nail

THE THEATER BELONGS TO TOL!
TOL will enjoy a very special performance of Clybourne 
Park - just for TOL! - at Trustus Theater on Thursday, 
January 23. All ticket sales go directly to Tree of Life.

Winner of the 2011 Pulitzer 
Prize and the 2012 Tony Award, 
Clybourne Park explodes in two 
outrageous acts set fifty years 
apart. Act One takes place in 
1959, as nervous community 
leaders anxiously try to stop the 
sale of a home to a black family. 
Act Two is set in the same 
house in the present day, as the 

now predominantly African-American neighborhood 
battles to hold its ground in the face of gentrification. A 
wonderfully well-crafted script, Clybourne Park 
intriguingly explores conflicting aspects of the American 
experience.

Tickets are $36 each and may be purchased at 
www.tolsc.org/donate or via check, made payable to 
Tree of Life. Enjoy a night at the theatre and support 
your Temple at the same time!

http://www.tolsc.org/scrip
http://www.tolsc.org/scrip
mailto:ascully.59@gmail.com
mailto:ascully.59@gmail.com
http://www.tolsc.org/donate
http://www.tolsc.org/donate
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BIENNIAL LESSONS FOR THE NEW YEAR
by Rabbi Daniel M. Sherman

I had a wonderful time at this year’s Union for Reform Judaism Biennial Convention. The Biennial 
is always amazing, bringing together representatives, leaders and teachers from across the Reform 
Movement, and the 900 congregations that make up the URJ. The list of speakers, discussion topics, 
and study sessions is interesting and diverse. There is truly a lot happening in our Movement, and I 
think we can be proud to be part of the URJ.

It was great to be at the Biennial with Risa Strauss, who I know also learned a lot from her 
Biennial experience. I am glad that we had two WRJ/Sisterhood representatives, Amanda and 
Yuliana, as Sisterhood was honored on its 100th anniversary. And it was great to have a NFTY/Youth 
representative, Bethany Smith, as part of our TOL delegation, too. NFTY was honored for 75 years of 
serving our Movement’s youth.

I want to focus this column on the remarks made by URJ President, Rabbi Rick Jacobs, in his address to the Biennial on Thursday 
evening, December 12. The entire speech can be found on the URJ website (www.urj.org); I want to encourage you to watch the video 
(be forewarned – make time because it’s not short) or read the text of his message. Rabbi Jacobs is a wonderful and engaging 
speaker. His goal was “to tell you where we are, and where we’re headed.”

Rabbi Jacobs reminded us that “our Jewish job is to build a more vibrant, richer Jewish life for our people and communities, so 
that we can live up to our partnership with the Holy One in creating a world of wholeness, compassion, joy and justice.” That is the 
sacred mission of our people – and we must make sure that our institutions and our Movement help to guide us in our mission.

He emphasized a need for “audacious hospitality.” Abraham and Sarah, the father and mother of the Jewish people, were famous 
for this type of hospitality, rushing out of their tent to greet strangers and to welcome them into their home. Our congregations need to 
make sure that we are always welcoming. “But being welcomed at the door … isn't enough. Audacious hospitality isn't just a temporary 
act of kindness so that people don't feel left out; it's an ongoing invitation to be part of a community where we can become all that God 
wants us to be – and a way to transform ourselves in the process. Audacious hospitality is a two-way street, where synagogue and 
stranger need each other .Hospitality is not just our chance to teach newcomers but, just as important, an opportunity for them to teach 
us.” In modern American Jewish society, there are more Jews on the outside than inside. Therefore, we need to reach out to everyone, 
especially “the LGBTQ community, multi-racial Jews, intermarried families, and Gen X and the millennials, all of whom have much to 
teach us…. Only by being inclusive can we be strong; only by being open can we be whole.” Rabbi Jacobs also emphasized a need to 
do a greater job of reaching out to Jews with disabilities.

Next Rabbi Jacobs addressed the need to engage the next generation of Jews. He reminded us that this has never been easy. 
But today more and more of our young Jews are feeling less and less a part of our organized community. More American Jews than 
ever before are claiming no religious identification, especially our young people. What is our Movement doing about this? “We are 
integrating, expanding, and deepening all our youth programs…. We are expanding NFTY to include 6th, 7th and 8th graders so we 
can partner with congregations, providing students with a vital bridge to post-b'nai mitzvah involvement.  In six months we'll open our 
14th URJ overnight camp, Six Points Science and Technology Camp, which will be located north of Boston.… Let me say this as firmly 
as I can: We're not going to let go of any of our kids.” (By the way, that’s our policy here at TOL – with great pride we hold on to our 
kids and let them know that they are a very important part of our Temple family. That’s why they not only continue beyond Bar and Bat 
Mitzvah and Confirmation, but also remain active as teachers and role models in our Religious School and Temple Youth Group.)

Reform Judaism is “over the past half-century, the fastest-growing theologically liberal denomination of any religion in North 
America. And this growth is reflected in the Pew report, which finds that we are not just the largest stream of American Jewry, but 
larger than all the other streams combined. We must be as open to reinventing ourselves today as in the past.” Rabbi Jacobs 
continued: “Our Judaism is for everyone. Our Judaism is inclusive, egalitarian, intellectually rigorous, joyful, passionate, spiritual, 
pluralistic, constantly evolving and relevant. Soul elevating spiritual practice, life-altering Torah study, courageous practice of tikkun 
olam, loving care for our community, especially the most vulnerable – that's what we are…. Our Judaism is appealing to everyone, 
those from more traditional backgrounds, no Jewish backgrounds, Jews by religion, Jews by culture, and Jews by affinity. We will 
amply nourish all who are hungry for meaning.”

Rabbi Jacobs reminded us of the crucial importance of social justice – it is an essential part of what it means to be Jewish – and 
challenged us to get even more involved in the pursuit of justice. This is not a political debate, but rather “a critical part of what God 
requires of all of us.” In addition, he spoke about our bond with the land of Israel. “The security concerns that Israel faces are of the 
utmost concern to all of us…. At the same time, we remain deeply committed to the proposition that a real peace process that brings 
about a viable Palestinian state and secure borders for Israel is indispensable for Israel's security and well-being.” Rabbi Jacobs also 
reported that “our Israel Movement for Reform and Progressive Judaism is flourishing. Israelis are discovering that they have a choice, 
an inspiring choice, when it comes to living Jewish lives of authenticity and relevance.” He is excited about the progress that is being 
made to ensure that “the Western Wall [is] finally a place where every member of the Jewish people can pray according to her or his 
custom and conscience…. The Kotel is symbolically important, but our appetite for pluralism and religious freedom extends way 
beyond those ancient stones. The time is long overdue for equality to reign throughout the State of Israel. Because of our deep love for 
and commitment to the ideals of the Jewish State, we insist on equality, not just at the Western Wall, but also in rabbinical courts, 
under the bridal canopy, at funerals, in conversions, and in the founding and funding of our congregations.”

We live in an exciting time to be Jewish and American: We have had so many successes and are now faced with many 
challenges. I came away from the Biennial with a sense of this excitement and with the confidence that together we will take on the 
challenges as we work to strengthen our Jewish lives, our congregation and community, our Movement, and our people.

FROM THE RABBI

http://www.urj.org
http://www.urj.org
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FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR

The Hebrew word for “before” is kodem, and the Hebrew word for “forward” is kadima. Both come 
from the same Hebrew root with the letters kuf, dalet, and mem. The connection is clear. You can’t know 
where you are going unless you know where you are coming from. Our celebration of Tu B’Shevat, the 
“Holiday of the Trees,” will be at the beginning of January this year and will provide us with a special 
opportunity to examine our “roots.”

As no mention of a tree holiday is found in the Bible, we need to look to the Talmud for our first 
introduction to the concept of Tu B’Shevat. The 15th day of the Jewish month of Shvat (the numerical 
value of the Hebrew letters tet and vav equal 15) was designated as Tu B’Shevat by the great Rabbi Hillel 
in the first century CE.

Although Tu B’Shevat, also known as Rosh HaShanah LeIlanot (the New Year of the Trees), is 
considered a minor festival, its significance is three-fold. Agriculturally and historically the festival in Israel arose from the need to indicate a 
particular day which would mark the beginning of a new year for a fruit crop. Tithing calculations were based upon this date and were very 
important in an agricultural-based economy. From a religious perspective we read in the Torah that once there was land, seed-bearing 
plants and fruit trees were the first things that God put on the earth. Throughout Jewish history trees and the bountiful gifts they provide 
have prompted many a Rabbinic sage like Yochanan ben Zakkai, a disciple of Rabbi Hillel, to write, “If you are in the act of planting a tree 
and you are told, ‘Behold the Messiah is coming!’ plant your sapling first and only then go and greet the Messiah.”                                                                                  

In Judaism, trees represent the essence of life - both because they are alive and because they sustain life by providing the food, 
shelter, shade, fuel, and oxygen that humans and animals need to survive. It is a tradition during Tu B’Shevat to eat seven types of fruit and 
grains that grow in Israel: barley, figs, dates, grapes, olives, pomegranates, and wheat. Many people like to plant trees in Israel at Tu 
B’Shevat, purchased through the Jewish National Fund.  Some of us are very familiar with the “pushke,” the ubiquitous JNF tzedakah box 
that has been around since the turn of the 20th century, in which we have all dropped our pennies. The JNF provides many educational 
materials and programming to Jewish schools around the world all year long. By actively celebrating Tu B’Shevat, we become more aware 
of the wonders of Creation and the need to appreciate these gifts and use them wisely so that we, and the generations that will follow us, 
can enjoy a healthy world.

It is quite easy to segue from discussing TuB’Shvat to sharing what I experienced at this year’s URJ Biennial. All there is to do is think 
about another form of the word kodem – hitkadmut, meaning “advancement” or “placement,” then add to that the concept of growth and 
development, like with trees, and the connection is made.

My experience at the URJ Biennial would best be presented in a K-W-L chart:

What did I KNOW? What did I WANT to know? What did I LEARN?

• I knew that I would be 
traveling for my second 
Biennial with Yuliana 
Iskhakov and Amanda 
Hamilton from Temple and 
that I would see Rabbi and 
his family, as well as 
Bethany Smith, on site.
• I knew that I would be 
enveloped by 5,000 
Reform Jews in a 
convention center in San 
Diego.
• I knew that I would feel 
happily overwhelmed by all 
the learning, praying, 
singing, and eating going 
on.
• I knew that I would see a 
number of people from my 
past, including people from 
Kibbutz Gezer and from 
my days in Young Judea.
• I knew that I would NOT 
be the only one with 
Jewish curly hair.

• I wanted to know how the 
session on customer service 
with the owner of Zingerman’s 
Deli (Ann Arbor) would  apply to 
my Jewish world.
• I wanted to know about the 
process for accredidation for 
the Religious School.
• I wanted to understand how 
secular and progressive 
Judaism was integrating in 
Israeli society.
• I wanted to learn about ways 
to better development, 
fundraising, and increased 
membership for our 
congregation.
• I wanted to pick up all I could 
from the exhibit floor 
concerning software 
applications to help our 
organization.
• I wanted to learn some new 
music/songs/ideas that I could 
share with our kids and our 
congregants.

• I learned from the owner of Zingerman’s that a “complaint is a gift when it 
comes,” that “success means better problems,” and that there is “absolutely 
no correlation between the number of academic degrees that someone has 
and the ability to be great at business and service.”
• I learned about the concept of “secular orthodoxy” vis a vis Judaism, 
thinking with your mind, and having your values and moral compass guide 
your actions.
• I learned that having our school accrediated by the National Association 
of Temple Educators is a process that benefits all of the stakeholders 
involved: congregants, students, board, and Rabbi, as well as the teachers, 
assistant teachers, and the Education Director.
• I learned about how to have a “courageous conversation,” “synergies and 
separators,” and “preferences vs. practices.”
• I learned that instead of approaching a situation and asking, “Mah 
Nishtanah – How is this situation different?” Ask, “Mah Neshaneh – How 
can we make a difference?”
• I learned from analysis of the recent Pew Study on Jewish Life that 
people between the ages of 18 and 29 (contrary to popular belief) are 
primarily looking for a “compelling community of meaning” and that it is our 
responsibility to step up to the plate and provide them with that – as they 
are our future.
• I learned from a wonderful Torah Trek that I took on Shabbat how much I 
miss praying in a natural setting.
• I learned how wonderful it is to see old friends, as well as share my 
experiences with new friends (Yuliana and Amanda). 
• And amongst so many other things, way too numerous to mention, I 
learned that our Donna Magaro has great prices in the Gift Shop because 
all the Judaica for sale at the convention was really expensive!
• (And I learned that I may not have a great voice, but I really love to sing.)

Todah Rabah to Tree of Life for giving me the opportunity to educate, to be a part of the deepest moments in our congregants’ Jewish lives 
here in Columbia, to connect with other educators from around the world, and to improve myself – both academically and spiritually. 

MOVING FORWARD: FROM TU B’SHEVAT TO THE 2013 URJ BIENNIAL
by Risa Strauss
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS
Happy 2014! After such a long winter break it’s always comforting to come back to routine, and that means TOL 

Religious School and all the activities that are part of our TOL education program. However, before we take you out of 
hibernation mode, we must say thank you to everyone who contributed to all the successful December activities and 
festivities of our school.

Ey Zeh Yofi to our “KIDZ Shabbat” crowd, to all of the people who worked on the Chanukah Happening, to those 
who joined us at the Waterford Senior Center to help the residents celebrate Chanukah, and to all of our teachers, 
parents, and Religious School staff for their dedication, love, and help in  making everything that we do possible. 

Thanks to Bruce Miller for ensuring a wonderful Teacher Appreciation Shabbat and Kitah Hey service by providing 
a yummy Shabbat dinner for us to enjoy – Yasher Koach to all for their efforts.

We are also so very proud of our Temple’s involvement in a number of Tikkun Olam initiatives this winter, including 
raising funds and purchasing food to stock the Jewish Family Service food pantry with the help of grades 6 and 7, 
teacher Elisa Westfall, and JFS Director Laney Cohen. Grade 8, under the direction of Rabbi Leah Doberne-Schor, 
helped us engage with Rabbi Hillel’s words, “Do not separate yourself from the community.” Their efforts encouraged 
us as a congregation to provide holiday gifts to five families at the Columbia Family Shelter. We thank Rebecca 
Jacobson, Executive Director of the Family Shelter, for speaking with us about this very important local facility.

Todah Rabah to Phil Kornblut, “Sports Reporter and Broadcaster Extraordinaire,” for headlining at Sunday School 
for Adults in December. His stories of growing up Jewish in Latta, South Carolina and his later involvement in the 
sports world were so informative. It was a true pleasure to listen to Phil as he shared his life with us. 

Our Temple Youth Group has been involved, as well, in a number of initiatives the past few months, including a 
musical Shabbat program in December. Yasher Koach to our Temple teens and their advisors.

Important Dates in January 2014
1/05: No Religious School
1/09: Sisterhood Book Club, 7:00 p.m. at Nonnah’s
1/10: KIDZ Shabbat, 6:45 p.m.; childcare at 7:15 p.m.
1/12: Religious School, 9:00 a.m.; Tree Tumbler Tu B’Shevat, 10:30 a.m.; Tu B’Shevat Seder; 

Passover Candy Sale begins!
1/14-15: Winter Semester of Adult Ed begins at Tree of Life
1/17-19: NFTY Winter Regionals in Marietta, GA
1/18: Bat Mitzvah of Ellie Feuerstein - Mazal Tov to the entire Feuerstein Family!
1/19: No Religious School; MLK Weekend
1/23: Clybourne Park at Trustus Theater, 7:30 p.m.
1/26: Religious School, 9:00 a.m.; Sunday School for Adults with Rabbi Sanford Marcus, 9:15 a.m.; 

Annual Blood Drive; Grade 6/7 Family Life Program, 1:45 p.m. at the home of Will Cason

For more info on programs, visit www.tolsc.org or call 787-2182.

Support TOL Religious School’s Annual Fundraiser

Bartons’ Miss Chocolate Passover Candy Sale!

Look for your packet in your child’s book bag, or pick one up in the Temple foyer.

Starts January 12, 2014 ~ Ends March 2, 2014

Use an order form, available at TOL, or order online: 
www.misschocolate.com ~ School Code: 704479

http://www.tolsc.org
http://www.tolsc.org
http://www.misschocolate.com
http://www.misschocolate.com
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YOUTH NEWS
ELLIE ROSE 
FEUERSTEIN

Ellie is the daughter of 
Pamela and Eric 
Feuerstein and is the 
younger sister of Sarah. 
Ellie is a third-
generation member of 
the Tree of Life 
Congregation and is a 
7th grader at 
Blythewood Middle 
School. She is a middle-
school cheerleader, 

plays the guitar, and enjoys acting and performing. Ellie 
loves to sing and is part of her school’s honor choir. She 
also swims and is a die-hard Gamecocks fan. For her 
Mitzvah Project, Ellie is raising money to help build a 
gaga pit for the Temple.

PINAT IVRIT
A MONTHLY CORNER OF HEBREW
Lehitkadem: to move forward, to advance oneself

In Hebrew, the letters kuf, dalet, and mem form the root for numerous words having to do with movement, forward 
thinking, and advancement. 

If you are standing on line in Israel and someone says to you, “kadima,” then you move forward (without arguing). If 
you see the words “no hitkadmut” on a report card, then you are assured of repeating the class. If you are taught the 
song “Ufaratzta - And You Shall Spread Out,” from Genesis 28:14 when God tells Jacob in a dream that “his 
descendants will be like the dust of the earth, spreading out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south,” 
then you will sing: Ufaratzta, Yama (to the sea or the East), Vakedma (forward to the West), Tzafona (to the North), 
Vanegba (to the desert or the South).

How might you use the word kadima in America? I imagine that the NYC Subway would be the best place to practice 
saying “kadima” out loud – especially when entering or exiting the subway train. As an American, though, you might 
want to add a “please.” 

 Kadima Please, “Kadima Bevakasha”
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WRJ / SISTERHOOD NEWS BROTHERHOOD REPORT
Annual Blood Drive
Sunday, January 26 is our annual blood 
drive. The last day to give blood and still 
be eligible to give on January 26 is 
November 26. Schedule your donation 
time at www.tolsc.org.

Holiday Meals
On Tuesday, December 3, the Brotherhood prepared a 
holiday meal for a number of needy families in the 
Columbia area, and on Sunday, December 22, the 
Brotherhood prepared and delivered a holiday meal for 
the Sistercare shelter in Columbia. The Brotherhood 
would like to thank everyone who helped coordinate, 
prepare, and deliver these meals, as well as those who 
donated both desserts and money.

Religious School Lunch
On Sunday, February 23, the Brotherhood will prepare 
a hot lunch for our Religious School students and 
teachers. The price is $5 per person, and all proceeds 
go to the Religious School. Watch for more details on 
how to sign up for this lunch.

The TOL WRJ Book Club focuses on 
books with a Jewish or Israeli theme. We 
meet at 7:00 p.m. on the second Thursday 
of every other month:

January 9: On the Chocolate Trail: A Delicious 
Adventure Connecting Jews, Religions, History, Travel, 
Rituals and Recipes to the Magic of Cacao
by Rabbi Deborah Prinz, meeting at Nonnah's

March 13: The Other Half of my Soul by Bahia Abrams, 
meeting at Mediterranean Tea Room

Our May meeting will be to discuss The Book Thief by 
Marcus Zusak, with a possible movie screening. 
Additional information TBA.
There is no charge to attend and no registration – just 
show up! New members are encouraged. All are 
welcome. Questions? Contact Amanda Hamilton or 
Ilene King.

GREEN TEAM UPDATE

More Recognition for TOL
 greenteam@tolsc.org

!
Tree of Life has another way to gain 
community recognition.  

Richland County has a new program called Partners for 
Healthy Watersheds, which is open to congregations, 
businesses, schools, non-profits, and other 
organizations. Partners complete various actions to 
protect their watershed and do a project to enhance it. 
Staff members who deal with facilities undergo training 
once a year to keep updated.  

Tree of Life has been invited to apply, and we hope to 
be one of the first groups accepted. Our Rain Garden 
serves as our project. It has already helped qualify us 
for the Midlands Green Congregations Initiative and has 
won an award for the Richland County Appearance 
Commission.  

To learn more about the Green Team, please visit 
http://www.tolsc.org/about-us/associations/green-team 

Remember to Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

SAVE THE DATE

Sunday, May 4, 2014

Tree of Life Congregation
Jewish Food & Cultural Festival

http://www.tolsc.org
http://www.tolsc.org
mailto:razmanda@gmail.com
mailto:razmanda@gmail.com
mailto:isking@earthlink.net
mailto:isking@earthlink.net
mailto:greenteam@tolsc.org
mailto:greenteam@tolsc.org
http://www.tolsc.org/about-us/associations/green-team
http://www.tolsc.org/about-us/associations/green-team
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TIKKUN OLAM INITIATIVES AT TOL
During the month of December, TOL participated in a number of Tikkun Olam initiatives.

JFS Food Bank Collection
Thanks so much to Dana Cason, Gregg Helman, and Deb Tedeschi for 

driving our grade 6/7 class to purchase food for the Jewish Family Service food 
pantry with the tzedakah they collected at Religious School. We also have the 
best high school assistants in David Blue and Bethany Smith. We had a really 
good time shopping. Our students were interested in getting the most for our 
money while also looking for Kosher labels. 

We were excited that the Bi-Lo Manager chipped in $55.00 in gift cards, so 
in total we raised $355.00 for JFS. Both Barry Abels, Columbia Jewish 
Federation Executive Director, and Laney Cohen, Jewish Family Service 

Director, were very appreciative, and both commented on how impressed they were with this neat middle-school 
mitzvah project.

- Elisa Westfall, Grade 6/7 Teacher

Giving to Make a Difference
Thank you to all who helped provide gifts for the residents at the Columbia 

Family Shelter. We had a tremendous response, and the staff stated that they 
were sure the families would be thrilled!   

Thank you to the 8th-grade class for helping to coordinate this project, 
along with your teacher, Rabbi Leah Doberne-Schor.

You have all “Given to Make a Difference” in the lives of these families. As 
Rabbi Hillel said, "Do not separate yourself from the community."

Todah Rabah to all!
- Jean Ginsberg, Religious School Board Member

Sistercare Holiday Meal: On December 22, the TOL Brotherhood prepared and delivered a holiday meal to three 
Sistercare shelters, feeding approximately 60 people. Thank you to all our volunteers who made this initiative happen.

TZEDAKAH IN WORDS & DRAWINGS 
BY GRADE 4 STUDENTS

Our Prayers for Tzedakah:

May those who need tzedakah find it and use it to improve their lives.
I hope there will be no starving families for at least one week!

Try to help out homeless people.
That everyone can go to school and learn

Tzedakah helps plant trees.
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Beyond Beginners Hebrew with Risa Strauss
Tuesdays, 6:00 - 6:55 p.m.
January 14, 21 & 28; February 4, 11, 18 & 25; March 4, 11 & 18 
No fee for continuing students; New students: $18 members; $25 non-members
We will continue our understanding and mastery of all things Hebrew and continue to grow our vocabulary. This class 
is great if you have taken an Introductory class or if you KNOW your “aleph-bet.” New students are welcome.

Intro to Hebrew with Risa Strauss
Wednesdays, 6:00 - 6:55 p.m.
January 15, 22 & 29; February 5, 12, 19 & 26; March 5, 12 & 19
$18 members; $25 non-members
Get to know the letters and vowels of the Hebrew alphabet, while learning key Hebrew roots, enriching our 
understanding of prayers, and growing our prayer vocabulary and concepts. This is a good refresher class as well as 
being beginner-friendly.

Introduction to Judaism with Rabbi Sherman
Wednesdays, 7:00 - 7:55 p.m.
January 15, 22 & 29; February 5, 19 & 26; March 5
No fee for continuing students; New students: $18 members; $25 non-members
This is part two of our introductory class to Judaism for adults. Many of us have not studied much about our religion 
since we were kids – now let’s study Judaism and understand Judaism’s teachings and practices as adults. For some, 
we may just need a refresher course. For others, we will be learning things that are completely new to us. We will 
discuss and take an in-depth look at Jewish traditions and practices, holidays, life-cycle events, basic values and 
beliefs, as well as a little culture and history. This course is open for everyone, including those who are interested in 
becoming Jewish. This is a year-long course and will continue in the Spring. New students are welcome.  

Comparative Religion: Looking at Other American Religions through Jewish Eyes with Rabbi Sherman
Wednesdays, 8:05 - 9:00 p.m.
January 22 & 29; February 5
No fee
In this three-week course, we will examine the American religious scene of today. We will discuss how religions, in 
particular Christianity and Islam, look at issues such as living a good life, belief in God, the afterlife, and holidays, and 
compare these views with Judaism. We will focus on both similarities and differences. This class will be part of our 
observance of South Carolina Interfaith Harmony Month in January.

Register at www.tolsc.org or by calling the Temple Office.

TOL BEIT MIDRASH FOR LIFELONG JEWISH LEARNING
ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES ~ WINTER 5774 / 2014

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
All are welcome to attend these free once-a-month adult education sessions.

We meet at 9:15 a.m. in the TOL Library. 
A bagel breakfast is provided.

January 26
“The Ties that Bind Us: Improving Relationships Between Parents & their Adult Children”

with Rabbi Sanford Marcus

February 9
“Love in the Bible”

with Rabbi Leah Doberne-Schor

Please RSVP to the Temple Office for planning purposes.

http://www.tolsc.org
http://www.tolsc.org
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CHANUKAH WITH OUR FRIENDS AT THE WATERFORD

AROUND THE TREE OF LIFE
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Refuah Shleima
Get well wishes to TOL members recently hospitalized or 
at home recovering: Allen & Cheri Alexander, Fred 
Davidson, Nancy Reeves, Rob Scully, and 
Bethany Sorenson.

Condolences to:
Ernie Magaro & family, on the loss of his brother, 

Christopher Magaro

Honor Roll
We salute and thank our wonderful volunteers!

Office – Ann Gaton, Nancy Cartiff
Religious School Office – Joan Tucker 
Hospital Patient List – Sandy Hertz
Green Team / Recycling – Carolyn Hudson
Oneg Shabbat Coordination – Laura Becker, 

Annette Goldstein

Bob Burg
Matt Chisling
Joan McGee
Marla May
Vee Wayburn
Justin Jacobs
Maryann Lapine
Cheri Shapiro
Paul Westfall
Benjamin Crawford
Ariel Kattan
Igor Volynets
Cindy Saad
Hayden Cohen

January 2
January 2
January 2
January 4
January 4
January 5
January 6
January 7
January 8
January 9
January 9
January 9
January 10
January 11

Steven Langer
Todd Weiss
Zoe Kaplan
Richard Chapman
Cedar Coffman
Emma Iskhakov
Mary Helen Baum
Larraine Moses
Diane Mellitz
Shahram Novinbakht
Benjamin Altschul
Charles Mullis
Debbie Cohn
Beth Crawford

January 11
January 12
January 13
January 14
January 14
January 14
January 15
January 15
January 16
January 16
January 17
January 18
January 22
January 22

Rayton Fisher
Peggy Miller
Scott Kaplan
Simone Kozlov
Donald Bowen
Jacquelyn Dickman-Babcock
Jan Savitz
David Tedeschi
Samuel Friedman
Meri Gergel
Michael Coffman
Ylon Stout
Katherine Barroll

January 22
January 22
January 25
January 25
January 26
January 26
January 27
January 27
January 28
January 28
January 30
January 30
January 31

Marilyn & Craig Barkan
Irina & Igor Volynets
Karen & Donald Portnoy

January 6
January 9
January 15

MEMBER NEWS

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
January 3     – ! Yuliana Iskhakov!
January 10   – ! Ellen Humphries
January 17   – ! Linda Ackerman
January 24   – ! Ilene King
January 31   – ! Abigail Magaro

WRJ SHABBAT SERVICE REPS

Please share your good news 
with your TOL family!

Submit info for our Mazel Tov section 
to newsletter@tolsc.org 

or by calling the Temple Office.

There will be an unveiling ceremony
in memory of Elsie Wolff

Friday, January 10, 2014 at 11am
Hebrew Benevolent Society Cemetery

mailto:newsletter@tolsc.org
mailto:newsletter@tolsc.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Mark Your 
Calendars!

Sunday, February 23 at 3 pm
“!e Return of the Violin”

A !lm by Haim Hecht
 
!e screening will be followed by a live 
performance by Rebecca Hunter, Violin 

and Marina Lamazov, Piano and an interactive discussion following led 
by Saskia Coenen Snyder, Assistant Professor of History Kunio Hara, 
Assistant Professor of Music History Federica K. Clementi, Assistant 
Professor of English Language and Literature.

USC School of Music Recital Hall, Second Floor | 813 Assembly Street
 

!is Event is Free and Open to the Public
 

Made possible by our sponsors:
"e JCC Jewish Cultural Arts Program, "e Jewish Studies Program at USC, "e USC 
School of Music, "e Kligman Fund, and "e South Carolina Council on the Holocaust

www.columbiajewish"lmfestival.com
Stay Tuned For Our Full Festival: March 30 - April 3, 2014

Swim & Dive into the New Year
with JCC swimming & diving lessons & stroke clinics.

Visit http://jcccolumbia.org 
or contact Lindsay Agostini for info: 

lindsaya@jcccolumbia.org | 803.787.2023 ext 306

Registration is currently open for
the Spring 2014 semester (beginning February 6)

of Beth Shalom Synagogue’s
Columbia Center for Jewish Learning.

Visit http://www.bethshalomcolumbia.org for info.
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December 6
Jocelyn & Bob Burg, in memory of Selma Levin
Richard & Debbie Cohn, in memory of Honey Halpern
Stephen Merlin, in memory of Israel Merlin and Philip Turner
December 13
Roberta & Steve Friedland, in memory of Joseph Nifoussi
Beth, Harvey, Nora & George Helman, in memory of 

Joseph George Helman
Richard & Ellen Helman, in memory of Joseph George Helman
Feliks & Sarra, Kim & Raisa Rabinovich, Elizaveta Khasietoua, 

Svetlana Tsukhay, and families, in memory of 
Sonya Rabinovich

Rob, Amy & Matthew Scully and Harriet Posner, 
in memory of Ben Levin

Vee Wayburn, in memory of Mamie K Toleschko
December 20
Rosann Schwartz Canady, in memory of Albert Schwartz
Lewis & Maryann Lapine, in memory of Jack Lapine
Marci & Fred Medway, in memory of Arnold David Lutz
Jeannie & Hyman Rubin, Jr., in memory of Hyman Rubin, Sr.
Jane Veytskin, in memory of Yefim Khaim Krupnik
Vee Wayburn, in memory of Myron Bernard Kahn
Morton Winter, in memory of Julius Winter
December 27
Ellen & Richard Helman, in memory of Herbert Young
Larraine & Jeff Moses and Toby Lourie, in memory of 

Solomon Lourie
Kim, Sam, Harrison & Jake Moses, in memory of 

Solomon Lourie
Jan, Philip, Zack & Erin Savitz, in memory of Sylvia Savitz
Walton, Jeff, Aleka, Kiber & Sam Selig, in memory of 

Marvin Selig
Risa Strauss, in memory of Eugene Kreiselman
Joan Tucker, in memory of Sarah Schwartz
Vee Wayburn, in memory of Marian V. Waxelbaum

BIMAH FLOWERS

January 3 - Jacob J. Freedman, Aaron Garbuz, David Moss, Freeda M. Siskin*, Goldie Slone, Hilde Brauer, Samuel Ginsberg*, 
Julian Hennig, Jr.*, Abraham Nisenholz, Sarah Plavin, Leona Sobel*, Hugo Wolf Terner*, Nathan C. Bass*, Frances Berry, Isidore 
Circus*, Gertrude Coplan*, Louis Coplan*, Moe Finkelstein*, Joseph Groeschel*, Arthur Gross, Lillian Helman*, Benjamin King, 
Hanna Messer, Morris Sheftman*, Joseph Foglia, Roy K. Diamond, Celia Greenfield, Robert N. Rosichan*, Bertha Schwartz*, 
Jeffrey Wander, William Y. Rast
January 10 - Mollie Blatt*, Betty Kaplan*, Clara Levin*, Philip Posner*, Sadie Wainstolk, Rita Wasserman*, Anna Bornstein, Rose 
Josephs*, Molly Korash, Patricia-ann F. Schwab*, Elsie Wolff*, Rochelle Cooper, Dorothy Weingarten*, Ann Weiss, Rebecca 
Blenner, Isaac Donen*, Lucile S. Heyman*, Simpson Robert Walker, Jr.*, Samuel Meyer Gladstone*, Beverly Lichterman, Daniel 
Cooper Reyner*, Stanley Weiss*, Moses Kornblut, Joseph Rabinovich, Herman Mischner*, William L. Scott*
January 17 - Mariam Kaplan, Rabbi Milton Schlager, Gertrude "Gigi" Becker, Frank Bruck*, Mortimer Burger*, Ada Berman 
Daniel*, Raymonde Jaffe*, Marion Rosenman Rothstein, Judith Weinberg Thompson, Myron H. Cohn, Roy B. Mitchell, Paul Ernest 
Kalman, Alfred Ackerman*, Eddie Linzer, Sophie Madoff, Murray Buchsbaum, Nathan Mandell*, Sylvia Rosh, Edward E. 
Rothstein*, Seymour Bermak*, Norman Rotholz
January 24 - Eleanor Alpert, Herman Erlichson, Ella Garlick Gabriel, Lorenz Kronrad*, Sandra Leavitt Barshop, Sylvia Berger 
Brown, Leo Silverfield*, Alfred Weiss*, Vaughn A. Hill, Lillian K. Burger*, Stephen Echlov, Frank Spencer, Eugene Emanuel Stiglitz, 
Arthur G. Gibson*, Lillian Herman*, Bryan McMullen, Joe B. Berry*, Harry H. Blecker, Sara Carr, Lyle Kenneth Segal*, Hedva 
Fried, Ida Lee Weisberg*, Marie Wheeler!
January 31 - Maxie Alpert, Minnie Brady, Keith Saul Miller*, Frances B. Rothschild*, Ralph Segal, Ann Lieder Savitz*, Oscar 
Alexander, Edwin Nathan Mittle*, Josephine T. Specter*, Jonathan Scott Train*, Norman Becker, Larry Newton*, Darrell Cooper*, 
Sol Kohn*, Charles Thide, Mathilde Nover Gruber*, Bernard Lefton*, Meyer Love*, David Richman*

*name memorialized by a plaque in the sanctuary

YAHRZEITS

ONEG SHABBAT HOSTS

Note: If you are unable to bake or purchase Oneg Shabbat 
refreshments you may donate $20.00. Homemade goods are always 
preferable. Checks need to be sent to the temple office two weeks 
prior to your Oneg Shabbat date. Thank you!

January 3 - Chair: Donna Magaro, Richard & Nancy 
Wassermann, Lea Weiner, Todd & Heather Weiss, 
Howard Weiss, Pamela Weiss & Murray Mitchell

January 10 - Chair: Yuliana Iskhakov, Sharon 
Weissman & David Reddy, Dena & James Wessinger, 
Paul & Elisa Westfall, Hugh & Sara Wheeler, Travis & 
Lisa Wheeler, Lee & Jennifer Williams

January 17 - Chair: Joan McGee, Eric & Pamela 
Feuerstein, Shawn & Teresa Youngstedt, Marcia & 
Geordie Zug, Allan & Linda Ackerman, Alice Kasakoff 
Adams, Cheri & Allen Alexander

January 24 - Chair: Amanda Hamilton, Brett & Erica 
Altschul, Joan Amado, Keith Babcock & Jacquelyn 
Dickman-Babcock, Robyn Bader, John & Marcie Baker, 
Melanie & Frank Baker

January 31, 2014 - Chair: Bruce Greenberg, David & 
Kimberley Bannister, Craig & Marilyn Barkan, Jan & 
Joanne Barkan, Carol Reyner Barnett, Leeds & 
Katherine Barroll, Karen & Paul Beattie
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General Fund
Bob & Sherry Blenner, in memory of Christopher Magaro
Religious School Neil Cartiff Memorial Fund
Nancy & Richard Wassermann, in honor of TOL’s teachers
Youth Activities Fund
Bessie Garber
Suzy & Scrappy Stark, in honor of Harriet Posner’s 

80th birthday
TOL Kitchen
The following items were generously donated by 
members:

two glass drink carafes
a set of pots and pans

Thank you to all who made end-of-year donations 
after this issue of the newsletter went to print; 

these acknowledgements will appear 
in the February newsletter.

We gratefully acknowledge the following thoughtful donations:

CONTRIBUTIONS

General Funds ($5 minimum donation unless otherwise noted)
• Building Fund ($10 minimum)
• Choir  Fund
• Foyer Leaf Fund ($72/leaf) – to purchase & 

inscribe a leaf
• General Fund
• High Holy Day / Passover Fund – to help cover 

holiday operating expenses
• Library Fund – to help provide books & 

resources for TOL library.
• Memorial Board & Plaque Fund ($500/plaque) 

– to purchase a yahrzeit plaque for the 
sanctuary memorial boards.

• Prayer Book Fund ($30 minimum) – to purchase 
a Shabbat prayer book

• Rabbi’s Discretionary fund – to render 
emergency assistance to individuals, 
promote Jewish causes, and to open 
opportunities for Jewish learning and spiritual 
development. 

• Religious School Fund – to help cover regular 
operating expenses & educational resources 
of the Religious School.

• Religious School Neil Cartiff Memorial Fund – 
to support teacher and leadership training

• Youth Activities Fund – to provide financial aid 
for helping our students participate in Israel 
programs, URJ summer camps, and NFTY 
regional events.

Sisterhood Funds  ($5 minimum donation)
• Reyner Convention Fund – to send Sisterhood 

members to conventions.
• Courtesy Fund – to help beautify the Temple.
• Evelyn & Dan Daniel Leadership Development 

Fund – to send youth to leadership camp 
(formerly known as the TYG Fund)

Endowment Funds  ($25 minimum donation)  
• General Endowment Fund
• Jeanette Birch Endowment Fund – for grounds 

beautification.
• Diane Brown Sobel Endowment Fund – helps 

purchase items for the Religious School.
• Marian D. Fleischman Endowment Fund – 

helps fund TOL programming.
• Ralph & Sarah Levine Endowment Fund – for 

capital improvements to our building.
• Sylvia & Sam Savitz Music Enrichment 

Endowment Fund
• Jonathan Train Youth Group Endowment 

Fund

TOL FUND DIRECTORY

Please consider making a tax-deductible donation to your favorite 
TOL General, Sisterhood, or Endowment fund. 

Donations make wonderful gifts!

If you have made an in-kind donation in 2013 and need a letter for tax purposes, 
please contact the Temple Office.
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JANUARY 2014
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

New Year’s Day
(Temple Closed)

2 3

7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

4

5

No Religious School

6 7 8

6:00 p.m.
Executive 
Committee

7:00 p.m.
Board of Directors

9

7:00 p.m.
Sisterhood 
Book Club 

at Nonnah’s

10

6:45 p.m.
KIDZ Shabbat

7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

11

10:00 a.m.
Shabbat 

Morning Service 
& Torah Study

12
9:00 a.m.

Religious School

10:30 a.m.
Tree Tumblers

Tu B’Shevat Seder

Passover Candy 
Sale Begins!
12:00 p.m.

Scrip/Bucks Back 
Deadline

13 14

6:00 p.m.
Beyond Beginners 

Hebrew

15
TOL’s 118th 

Birthday

6:00 p.m.
Intro to Hebrew

7:00 p.m.
Intro to Judaism

16

Tu B’Shevat

17

7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

NFTY-SAR Winter 
Regionals in 
Marietta, GA

18

10:00 a.m.
Bat Mitzvah of 

Ellie Feuerstein

NFTY-SAR Winter 
Regionals in 
Marietta, GA

19

No Religious School

NFTY-SAR Winter 
Regionals in 
Marietta, GA

20

Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day

21

6:00 p.m.
Beyond Beginners 

Hebrew

22

6:00 p.m.
Intro to Hebrew

7:00 p.m.
Intro to Judaism

8:05 p.m.
Comparative 

Religion

23

7:30 p.m.
Clybourne Park

at Trustus Theater

24

7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service

25

26

TOL Blood Drive
9:00 a.m.

Religious School
9:15 a.m.

Sunday School 
for Adults
1:45 p.m. 

Grades 6-7 
Family Life Program

27 28

6:00 p.m.
Beyond Beginners 

Hebrew

6:45 p.m.
Sisterhood Board

29

6:00 p.m.
Intro to Hebrew

7:00 p.m.
Intro to Judaism

8:05 p.m.
Comparative 

Religion

30 31

7:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service
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Tree of Life Congregation
6719 North Trenholm Road
Columbia, SC 29206

TREE OF LIFE CONGREGATION
Established 1896

6719 North Trenholm Road * Columbia, SC 29206
Office: (803) 787-2182 * Fax (803) 787-0309

Website: www.tolsc.org
Email: info@tolsc.org

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

RABBI Daniel M. Sherman
rabbisherman@tolsc.org
RABBI EMERITUS Sanford T. Marcus, D.D.
Risa Strauss, RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR
risa@tolsc.org
Cheryl Nail, COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR
cheryl@tolsc.org
OFFICERS
President! Rick Cohn
First Vice President! Alan Brill
Second Vice President! Paul Westfall
Secretary! Lisa Helfer
Treasurer! Joy Parks
Immediate Past President! Steve Savitz
BOARD MEMBERS
Laney Cohen! ! !   Bruce Miller
Richard Cohen! ! !   Arline Polinsky
Jessica Elfenbein! !   Amy Scully
Eric Feuerstein! ! !   Jeff Selig
Bruce Greenberg! !   Jeff Silver
Debbie Greenhouse ! !   Julie Strauss
Donna Magaro ! ! !   G. Todd Weiss
LIFETIME BOARD MEMBERS
Bernard Fleischman, Jr.!    Howard Weiss
Stephen Savitz

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Endowment! Ned Strauss
Finance! Howard Weiss!
House & Grounds! G. Todd Weiss
Membership ! Annette Goldstein
Religious School Board! Yuliana Iskhakov
Ritual! Richard Cohen
AFFILIATES
Brotherhood President! David Carr
Sisterhood Presidents! Amanda Hamilton
COFTY President! Elena Carr
TEMPLE STAFF
Office Manager! Ann Gillespie
Custodian! Demitris Gilmore
TEMPLE MUSICIANS
Music Director! Sharon Witherell
Director Emeritus! Jackie McNeil
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