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FEBRUARY 2013  / SHEVAT -- ADAR, 5773

Friday, Feb. 1
6:45 p.m.! KIDZ Shabbat
7:30 p.m.! Shabbat Eve Service*
! ! Torah: Yitro, Ex. 18:1 – 20:23

Friday, Feb. 8
6:30 p.m.! Potluck Shabbat Dinner
7:30 p.m.! Shabbat Eve Service* led by 

Kitah Gimmel (3rd-level Hebrew class)
! ! Torah: Mishpatim, Ex. 21:1 – 24:18

Sat., Feb. 9
10:00 a.m.! Shabbat Morning Service 

and Torah Study

Friday, Feb. 15
7:30 p.m.! Shabbat Eve Service
! ! Torah: Terumah, Ex. 25:1 – 27:19

Friday, Feb. 22
7:30 p.m.! Shabbat Eve Service
! ! Speaker: Rabbi Leah Doberne-Schor
! ! Torah: Tetzaveh, Ex. 27:20 – 30:10

Sat., Feb. 23! Erev Purim
6:30 p.m.! Purim Service & Megillah Reading
! ! followed by fun festivities

Friday, Mar. 1
7:30 p.m.! Shabbat Eve Bar Mitzvah Service of 

Alexander Bernstein
! ! Torah: Ki Tisa, Ex. 30:11 – 34:35

* Childcare is available for services.
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BE HAPPY – IT’S ADAR!  

The most fun 
month of the year, ADAR, 

begins on Feb. 11 
and culminates 

in our celebration 
of PURIM 

on Saturday, Feb. 23 – 
Sunday, Feb. 24. 

 

Everyone is invited 
to join in the fun!  

See more details inside!
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As we enter the month of  February, I am really excited about  what transpired in January. First, we 
expanded the role of  our Communications Director to a full-time position. I know Cheryl Nail will do an 
excellent job  in her expanded role. Secondly, we are looking to hire a part-time administrative assistant to 
handle our accounting and other office responsibilities. This will be a new look for the Tree of Life, and an 
exciting one. All of this is due to Linda Frederico’s  departure back to Massachusetts,  where her husband 
was relocated. Personally speaking, I  will miss Linda, as she was a wonderful help to me when I became 
President. I am, however, looking forward to working with the new staff.

During this transition patience will be the key. As everyone gets adjusted, it is  our responsibility as 
congregants to allow a reasonable period of time for our new staff to become adjusted and comfortable with 
their new responsibilities.

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

FROM THE COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR
WEEKLY COMMUNICATIONS FROM TOL
by Cheryl Glantz Nail
“These technologies can make life easier, can let us touch people we might not otherwise.” ~Steve Jobs

Notice anything new in your inbox last Wednesday? (If not, we may not have your email address!) We are 
excited to bring you a new weekly email, This Week at TOL, to keep you informed about Temple events. 
Whereas this newsletter serves to give you information about future events one to two months in advance, 
the purpose of This Week at TOL, distributed on Wednesdays, is to remind you, at a glance, of your 

Temple week, from services and programs to life cycle events and Religious School happenings. If you are not currently  receiving 
this email, you may 1) sign up at www.tolsc.org, 2) email cheryl@tolsc.org, or 3) sign up via the form on our Facebook page.

And speaking of Facebook...  Did you know that Tree of Life posts  to Facebook almost  every day, Monday through Friday? If 
you don’t have your news feed set to sort by “most  recent stories,”  you may be missing important event information, as well as fun 
pictures and videos. First, be sure you have “liked”  the page (www.facebook.com/tolsc.org).  Then, there are two simple ways you 
can make sure you receive TOL’s updates: 1) Add our page to an “Interest  List” (perhaps one for Columbia or Jewish Interests). 
When you go to the page, click on the gear icon next to the “Like”  button, and choose “Add to Interest List.”  In addition to letting 
Facebook know that you want to see this page in your news feed, you can now see the updates as part of your “Interests”  feed, 
which you can access on the left sidebar. 2) When you check Facebook, remember to also check your “Pages Feed,”  accessible on 
the left sidebar, which will show you updates, in chronological order, from all the pages that you’ve liked.

If you need any assistance receiving communications from Temple or have any feedback, please feel free to contact me!

AN EVENTFUL START TO 2013
by Richard H. Cohn, Sr.

Our Bucks Back Scrip Program had a record start for the first six months of our fiscal year. If you are not already participating, 
please refer to the article below, the website (www.tolsc.org/scrip), or Amy Scully to find out more and how to enroll. It helps the 
Temple grow financially and costs you nothing but what you already spend at retailers.

I want to inform everyone that the State of Israel Bonds now has a new $36 bond. You can support this wonderful cause by 
calling Tracy Bernstein at 404-857-1065. And I would like to thank John Baker for all of his hard work on behalf of Israel Bonds.

Mazel Tov to our own Naomi Farber on her installation as the new President of the Columbia Jewish Federation. Let’s support 
Naomi by attending and being visible at Federation events. And for those of you who made New Year’s resolutions to get in shape, 
there has never been a better time to join the JCC than during their current membership drive!

Mazel Tov also to the Miller family on Max’s becoming a Bar Mitzvah last month! His father Bruce is one of our newest TOL 
Board Members and himself a product of our congregation. I want to wish you many more wonderful times.

Finally, I hope everyone is beginning to get excited about this year’s Big Nosh Festival. I look forward to seeing everyone at the 
Taste of the Big Nosh on Saturday, March 16th and the Big Nosh™ itself on Sunday, April 21st. Remember that we need lots of 
volunteers to help make the Big Nosh™ a success.

In conclusion, it’s a great time to be a member of the Tree of Life!
P.S. Please remember to fulfill your TOL dues commitment for 2012-13. Your financial support of the congregation is crucial for 

everything that we do and will help ensure that we have a great year. Thank you so much! 

BUCKS BACK BONUSES
Did you know that Scrip offers special bonuses?
Beginning February 2nd, the following retailers will offer an 
increase in “bucks back”:

L.L.Bean® 2% bonus (16%→18%)
Marriott® 2% bonus (8%→10%)
Spa Week® ScripNow ONLY 1% bonus (14%→15%)
SUBWAY® 1% bonus (3%→4%)
T.G.I. Friday's® 1% bonus (9%→10%)

The next order deadline is February 10!
12 PM if paying by check * 8 PM if using Presto Pay

Visit www.tolsc.org/scrip for program & sign-up info.
Questions? Contact Amy Scully

803-497-3319 or ascully.59@gmail.com

http://www.tolsc.org
http://www.tolsc.org
mailto:cheryl@tolsc.org
mailto:cheryl@tolsc.org
http://www.facebook.com/tolsc.org
http://www.facebook.com/tolsc.org
http://www.tolsc.org/scrip
http://www.tolsc.org/scrip
http://www.tolsc.org/scrip
http://www.tolsc.org/scrip
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PURIM PREP & POTPURRI
by Rabbi Daniel M. Sherman
JANUARY HIGHLIGHTS

January was a busy month at Temple, and there were many highlights that I would like 
to mention. On Friday, January 11 we held our first TGIS (Thank God It’s Shabbat) Service 
and Dinner in quite some time. It was a big success. We began with an exciting and more 
casual service at 6:00 p.m., featuring lots of music. Special thanks to the Four Fathers 
band, Max and Sharon Witherell, and Bill Campbell for lending their musical talents. 
Afterwards we joined together for a wonderful Shabbat dinner provided by Classic Catering 
and a taste of contemporary klezmer music provided by Bill Campbell, David Reddy, and 
Mira Bobrova. It was a very nice and relaxed way to welcome Shabbat. We look forward to 
our next TGIS Service and Dinner later this Spring.

I want to thank the Brotherhood for hosting the annual Red Cross Blood Drive. I think it is a wonderful event, and I am so 
glad that we do this every year here at Temple. Thank you to all who donated blood this year.

On Wednesday, January 23 I was honored to be invited to give the invocation at the mayor’s State of the City address 
downtown at the Convention Center. I want to thank Mayor Benjamin, who is a friend of our congregation, for this very 
special opportunity.

Friday, January 25 was also a very special Shabbat as we celebrated the holiday of Tu B’Shevat. Todah Rabbah to Risa 
Strauss who coordinated our Tu B’Shevat Seder and our Kitah Dalet students who did such a fine job of leading our service. 
I am glad to see Tu B’Shevat becoming a more important holiday for us, as it reminds us of our link to the land and people of 
Israel and of our sacred duty to celebrate nature and protect our environment.
TOL OFFICE

Last month we had a lovely reception to honor Linda Frederico for her 15 years of service to the Tree of Life 
Congregation. Her departure has led to our making some changes in our Temple Staff. As Rick Cohn reports, Cheryl Nail has 
become our full-time Communications Director. She will continue to put together and edit our monthly newsletter, coordinate 
the TOL website and social media, and be in charge of publicity for the Temple. In addition, Cheryl will now coordinate all 
Temple email messages. We are excited about the new This Week at TOL which will come out every Wednesday – it is a 
great way to find out more about services and events at TOL. Please make sure we have your updated email address so that 
you will receive this weekly reminder. In addition, Cheryl will be anchoring our office staff, coordinating volunteers, providing 
administrative support to our staff and board, and much more. We are excited to have Cheryl with us now full-time. At this 
time, we are still looking to hire a part-time administrative assistant to be in charge of our bookkeeping and other support 
responsibilities.

With these changes, we are looking for more volunteers from the congregation to help out in our front office. If you have 
the time and would be willing to help out with reception, answering the phones, and other office jobs, please contact Cheryl. 
We thank you for your assistance.
PURIM

“Mordecai recorded these events. And he sent dispatches to all the Jews throughout the provinces of King Ahasuerus, 
near and far, charging them to observe the 14th and 15th days of Adar, every year – the same days on which the Jews 
enjoyed relief from their foes and the same month which had been transformed for them from one of grief and mourning to 
one of festive joy. They were to observe them as days of feasting and merrymaking, and as an occasion for sending gifts to 
one another and presents to the poor…

“The Jews undertook and irrevocably obligated themselves and their descendants, and all who might join them, to 
observe these two days in the manner prescribed and at the proper time each year. Consequently, these days are recalled 
and observed in every generation: by every family, every province, and every city. And these days of Purim shall never cease 
among the Jews, and the memory of them shall never perish among their descendants.” (Esther 9: 20-23, 27-28)

Ready or not – it’s time for Purim! Purim is perhaps the most fun time of the year. We are commanded to eat, drink, and 
be merry. And though the message of the holiday, that of the survival of the Jewish people despite the presence of numerous 
enemies who have sought our destruction, is quite serious – the spirit of the holiday is nothing but FUN. And I mean fun for 
everyone – ladies and gentlemen, children of all ages! For more information on the holiday of Purim, I recommend checking 
out www.reformjudaism.org for background, traditions, recipes, and more.

Our Purim celebration begins this year on Saturday evening, February 23 at 6:30 p.m. with our festive Purim Service. 
This fun service for all ages will include the reading of the Megillah as well as our Purim-spiel. You won’t want to miss out! 
Afterwards, we will join together at Beth Shalom Synagogue for a Masquerade Ball at 7:45 p.m. and celebrate Purim all 
together for our second year. On Sunday, we will continue our festivities with a joint Purim Carnival Extravaganza. 

Also mark your calendars this month for new Adult Education classes (see page 7 for information). And I am looking 
forward to Rabbi Leah Doberne-Schor speaking at services on Friday, February 22. Rabbi Doberne-Schor has been a great 
asset to our congregation, helping us in many ways and teaching a variety of classes for us. Please join us! And don’t forget 
– Passover is next month!

FROM THE RABBI

http://www.reformjudaism.org
http://www.reformjudaism.org
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People to People
by Risa Strauss

“The Bar/Bat Mitzvah Circuit” is an expression used to describe the multitude of 
Shabbat services and accompanying parties that generally occur in any given seventh-
grade year. We are now in the thick of it here at Temple, and it is EXCITING! The studying, 
the planning, the chanting, the family, the dancing, the mitzvah projects… OY… and the 
friends the students have made. It all makes for a wonderful year. I love being a part of the 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah ceremony that we create here at Temple with Rabbi Sherman. But it’s the 
friends, the chaverim, that I see our students make with each other that truly makes me so 
happy. 

I have come to learn that people in their 20s, 30s, 40s, 50s, and even older can make good friends/chaverim too. 
Though I have never suffered from a lack of friends, each move, each new-life situation always seems to put finding friends 
on that teenage social barometer of “AAAHHH!”  Life isn’t always… oy – need I say it —easy … and yet finding friends can 
be as simple as, perhaps, attending a Temple event or program! 

Seeing our kids sitting together at services, at a party, in class, outside on the playground, connecting and nourishing 
these sometimes “one-day-a-week friendships” that will last for years to come is a thrill for me to watch unfold. Have you 
checked out a Bar or Bat Mitzvah service lately? We strongly encourage you to attend one, whether it’s on Friday night or 
Saturday morning. You will get to see first-hand the community of friendships that have developed between the children and 
their families. We can assure you, as well, that it is an affirming and uplifting experience!

In the book, Haiku For Jews by David Bader, short 17-syllable commentaries on life fly off the pages. Each poem offers 
the reader an insider view into the art of Japanese poetry mixed with Jewish kvetching. For example: “Today I am a man. 
Tomorrow I return to the seventh grade.” Oh, gosh, you’re all thinking, that’s such a stereotype!  And yet aren’t we all 
sometimes, especially socially, in the seventh grade? How many of us worry about who we will sit with at services? If we 
attend an event at Temple, who else is going? Who will we know? This is so typical and expected. As part of the 
programming team here at temple, we know that for some folks it is completely natural to be “anxious” before a temple 
event. But please come anyway, because helping to make you feel comfortable is what we do!

It’s natural that we worry about how we will “deal” in any given situation. If you are a parent, the number of friends your 
children have, the type of friends, and the depth and sincerity of their friendships are all very important. It is not unusual that 
our kids’ happiness figures prominently on our offspring “to do” list. Often our kids’ “happiness barometer” is determined by 
their circle of friends. And the same goes for every other age group as well! Friendships have been made at Temple 
between people that have been older than the seventh grade!

In Judaism, a strong emphasis is placed upon cultivating and maintaining friendships. According to Pirke Avot, Sayings 
of Our Fathers, dibbuk chaverim, or in English, “cleaving to friends” is one of the 48 middot, or values, needed to acquire 
Torah. Dibbuk comes from the Hebrew root dalet, bet, kuf and means to cling, be attached to, glued. Devek is the common 
Hebrew word for glue. Chaverim, which translates as friends, comes from the Hebrew root chet, vet, resh and means to be 
united or joined. 

True friendship involves a relationship, trust, and accountability. In a true friendship we find love, support, and 
encouragement. The Torah gives us two very strong examples of great friendships—one between two men and one 
between two women. In the book of Samuel we read about Jonathan and David. Jonathan is King Saul’s son and heir to the 
throne. David is the lead soldier in the army and the more popular choice to succeed Saul. Though there might have been 
jealousy between them, the strength of their friendship led Jonathan to protect David from his father’s wrath. Jonathan’s 
protection eventually led to David becoming one of Israel’s greatest kings. When Jonathan died, David grieved and 
lamented: “You were most dear to me. Your love was wonderful to me, more than the love of women” (II Samuel 1:26).

The friendship between Ruth and Naomi, explored in the Book of Ruth, involves Ruth and her mother-in-law Naomi. 
Mother-in-law/daughter-in-law relationships are not commonly associated with love, and in this instance Ruth’s love of 
Naomi blossomed after Ruth’s husband had died. Ruth’s devotion to Naomi led her to becoming Jewish and is often 
exemplified by the lines “...wherever you go, I will go; wherever you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people and 
your God my God” (Ruth 1:16). 

In the newsletter this month and on our website you will find descriptions of many Temple events and programs where 
you may meet a familiar friend or future friends. One holiday happening that you won’t want to miss out on is Tree of Life’s 
Purim Celebration. On Saturday, February 23, join us for a “Megillah Fit for a Queen” Purim Service at 6:30 PM, and on 
Sunday morning from 11 AM to 1 PM TOL is hosting our annual joint Purim Extravaganza with Beth Shalom Synagogue.  
Who knows what masked “new friend/chaver” you will meet?

“If you have a faithful friend, hold fast to him. Let him not go, for he is a precious possession” (Asher ben Yehiel, 13th 
century German Jewish parent).

For more information on “dibbuk chaverim,” please look at the book Jewish Wisdom, written by Rabbi Joseph Telushkin.

FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR
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As this issue of our newsletter goes to press, we are busy preparing for a Tu B’Shevat Seder and Shabbat Service during the 
coldest week so far of winter. I write that, and it makes me smile, knowing that the balmy 40-degree weather we will enjoy for tree 
planting is so much warmer than what my fellow Jewish educators will have to endure “up North”! Many thanks to all of our great 
volunteers for your involvement and for the enthusiasm you have shared with our students during this first month of 2013 in our 
Religious School and in our Temple as a whole! I want to especially say “yasher koach” to the Brotherhood, Terri Sobel, our Purim 
committee, Marc Rapport, Marvin Bienstock, our arts and crafts team, the Four Fathers, our teachers and parents, and the 
students in Grades 8/9 who set up the lunch we enjoyed outside in the middle of January.

For those of us that enjoy a little frivolity and some silliness in our holidays…Purim is almost here! Dr. Jeffrey Rubenstein, a 
professor of religion at New York University writes that Purim is a holiday characterized by "liminality," that is, a day in which 
traditional social boundaries and rules of etiquette are deliberately blurred. Purim is a day to "blow off steam" for the Jewish 
community by celebrating this ancient escape from destruction. But the celebrations of Purim are ultimately for a religious purpose
—to celebrate the unseen presence of God who saved the Jewish community in Persia thousands of years ago. Purim is an 
ongoing celebration of good over evil, as well as a festival celebrating God's presence in Jewish history. With graggers, costumes, 
Purim-spiel, Hamentaschen, and more, we will welcome Purim 5773 at Tree of Life with much energy and exhilaration! Don’t 
forget—after Purim comes Passover, and all Barton’s Miss Chocolate Passover Candy order forms need to be turned in by 
February 24, the morning of our annual Purim Extravaganza.

Fun Purim YouTube videos, such as “Raise Your Mask Purim” (The Fountainheads) and “The Maccabeats Purim” are a great 
way to start getting into the spirit of Purim!

Important Dates in February, 2013
2/01: “Kidz Shabbat,” 6:45 p.m. with childcare from 7:15 p.m.
2/03: RS, 9 a.m.; Grade 6-10 Field Trip to KKBE/Charleston; 
Intermediate Hebrew, 9:00 a.m.
2/08: Kitah Gimel Shabbat Service/Potluck Dinner: 6:30 p.m. 
Dinner, 7:30 p.m. Service
2/09: 10 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service; Grade 7-9: Dinner, 
Havdalah, and a Movie at TOL 6:00-8:30 p.m.
2/10: RS, 9 a.m.; Sunday School for Adults: “Seeing Modern 
Germany Through Jewish Eyes” with Nina Contino, 
9:15-10:15 a.m.; RS Pizza Lunch; Jewish Film Festival 
movie: “Freedom Writers” at 2:30 p.m. at Nickelodeon
2/12: Adult Education Winter Classes Begin Tonight! Check 
out www.tolsc.org for up-to-date information
2/17: NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL - President’s Day Weekend
2/23: A “Megillah Fit for a Queen” Purim Service, 6:30 p.m.
2/24: RS, 9 a.m.; TYG Morning Bagel Sale; Purim 
Extravaganza with BSS, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS

Support TOL Religious School’s Annual Fundraiser

Bartons’ Miss Chocolate
Passover Candy Sale!

Look for your packet in your child’s book bag,
or pick one up in the lobby.

Starts January 13, 2013
Ends February 24, 2013

Passover begins on March 25. 
We must have your order by February 24th!

Use an order form, or order online: 
www.misschocolate.com 

School Code: 704479

Pizza Lunch and/or 
Pre-Ordered Takeout

Sunday, February 10, 2013

Pizza Lunch* during Religious School
Grades 4 & under: $3/child; Grades 5-adult: $4/person

*Vegetables and drink included.

Pre-Ordered Takeout
Cheese Pizza: $7
White Pizza: $8

Pizza with One Topping**: $8
**choice of onions, mushrooms, olives, peppers

Prepared by TOL Brotherhood with love.

Go to “Quick Links” at www.tolsc.org
to place your order.

Orders must be placed by February 6th.

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
PIZZA LUNCH FUNDRAISER

Modern Germany Through Jewish Eyes
My Experience as a Jewish Woman, Wife, and Mother 

During our Family’s Deployment
presented by Nina Contino

Sunday, February 10, 2013
9:15-10:15 AM

with a bagel breakfast

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS

Please RSVP to Risa for planning purposes 
at 787-2182 or risa@tolsc.org.

Save the Date for our next Sunday School for Adults on March 10!

http://www.misschocolate.com
http://www.misschocolate.com
http://www.tolsc.org
http://www.tolsc.org
mailto:risa@tolsc.org
mailto:risa@tolsc.org
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YOUTH NEWS

Please join us as we honor our son 
when he is called to the Torah
on Friday, the first of March 
two thousand and thirteen 

at seven thirty in the evening
at Tree of Life Congregation. 

Charlene & Barry Bernstein

February is Jewish Disabilities Awareness Month (JDAM). By 
highlighting the needs of the disabled in our community JDAM 
helps to unite Jewish communities to raise awareness and 
support meaningful inclusion of people with disabilities and their 
families in every aspect of Jewish life. JDAM promotes the idea 
that living a Jewish life is not dependent on one's ability, rather 
on one's desire to live Jewishly.

Jewish Thinking on the Subject of the Disabled
• Community/Kehillah: The belief in social justice and 
community involvement is Judaism’s vital essence. People who 
insist, “I am only for myself…” ignore their commitment to the 
community. In Jewish law, the overriding thrust of the 
instructions and injunctions in the Torah can be summed up in a 
single word: community. Judaism teaches us, “Kol Yisrael 
arevim zeh lazeh—All of Israel, the Jewish people are 
responsible for one another.” This is a very important element 
of our identity and is expressed again and again in our history 
and tradition. To turn one’s back on the needs of other 
members of the community means more than simply being 
ungenerous or uncaring. It means not being a good Jew.
• Specifically on the subject of the blind (ivver) and the deaf 
(cheresh), the Torah entreats, “You shall not curse the deaf nor 
place a stumbling block before the blind” and warns, “Cursed 
be the one who causes the blind to wander out of the 
way” (Leviticus 19:14 and Deuteronomy 27:18).
• In regard to other physical disabilities, little systematic 
consideration is found in Rabbinic sources regarding the needs 
of the disabled; however, a general perspective amongst 
Rabbinic sages holds that all handicapped individuals are to be 
included in all aspects of worship.
• The mitzvah to be of whatever service we can be to a 
disabled individual falls under the obligations we have with 
regard to our fellow human beings: Mitzvot bein adam 
lechaveiro.

Sources: Teshuvot For The Nineties, W. Gunther Plaut and 
Mark Washofsky; Teaching Mitzvot, Barbara Kadden and Bruce 
Kadden; and Ethical Literature, Morris J. Sugarman 

ALEXANDER NICHOLAS BERNSTEIN

Alex is the son of Barry & Charlene Bernstein and 
is the younger brother of Brandi. Alex has lived in 
Columbia his entire life. He is a seventh grader at 
Dutch Fork Middle School. Alex is a big sports fan 
and enjoys playing basketball, baseball, and 
football (and he loved attending the URJ 6-Points 
Sports Academy for two summers). While his 
father was deployed overseas, Alex at a young 
age had to play the role of “man-of-the-house.” 
Alex loves to send text messages, plays the 
saxophone, and is learning to play the guitar. For 
his Mitzvah Project, Alex is volunteering at an 
animal shelter.

ampC es erG h
building bridges

PINAT IVRIT: 
A MONTHLY CORNER OF HEBREW

Gesher is the Hebrew word for bridge and is derived from the 
root letters gimel, shin. Words with these letters in this order 
almost always connote the concept of connection.

Geshem is the Hebrew word for rain, which connects heaven 
and earth.  

Magash is the Hebrew word for tray, which is the vessel for 
servicing most often between two places. A common 
expression between a child and a parent could be, “Mah ata 
megish ha’erev? What is being served this evening (like for 
dinner)?” It connects one person to another… through food, 
of course.

One of my favorite Hebrew songs is 
Gesher Tzar Meod, A Very Narrow Bridge:

Kol HaOlam Kulo, Gesher Tzar Meod
Ve haikar, lo lefached clal!
The entire world is but a narrow bridge, 
and the most important thing is not to be afraid!
~Reb Nachman of Bratzlav

June 10 - August 16
Ages 3 years

to 
rising 9th graders

Katie & Irwin Kahn JCC

Mark your calendars to join the fun this summer with Camp 
Director Risa Strauss and Program Directors Alon Segal & 
Elisa Westfall! Registration information coming soon to 
www.jcccolumbia.org.

http://www.jcccolumbia.org
http://www.jcccolumbia.org
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TOL BEIT MIDRASH FOR LIFELONG JEWISH LEARNING
ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES 

Seeing Modern Germany 
Through Jewish Eyes

Introductory Hebrew 
Using the text Aleph Isn’t Tough we will get to know the letters and vowels of the Hebrew alphabet, while 
learning key Hebrew roots, enriching our understanding of prayers, and growing our prayer vocabulary and 
concepts. This is a good refresher class as well as being beginner-friendly. Tuesdays at 7 PM, beginning 
February 12

Class registration and payment may also be made online at www.tolsc.org.

Name ________________________________________________________ Phone __________________________

Email ______________________________________________________ Have you studied Hebrew before? __Y__N

☐ Conversation & More: Tuesdays, 6 PM with Risa  
☐ * Introductory Hebrew: Tuesdays, 7 PM with Risa
☐ * Intermediate Hebrew: Sundays, 9 AM with Rabbi Leah

* class fee: $18/member and $25/non-member

Please make all checks payable to Tree of Life Congregation.
Tree Of Life Congregation  |  6719 N. Trenholm Road  |  Columbia South Carolina 29206

Conversation and More
Using a conversational Hebrew text we will continue to improve our conversation and prayer skills, grow our 
vocabulary, and develop a better understanding of the language and culture of Israel and the Jewish people. 
Tuesdays at 6 PM, on-going

Intermediate Hebrew 
Using the text Aleph Isn’t Enough we will continue our understanding and mastery of all things Hebrew and 
continue to grow our vocabulary. This class is great if you have taken an Introductory class or if you KNOW 
your “aleph-bet.” Sundays at 9 AM, beginning February 3

Adult Hebrew Classes

Winter 5773 / 2013
Tuesday evenings in February and March, 2013

Register online at www.tolsc.org or via phone at 787-2182.
6:00 – 6:55 p.m.! CONVERSATIONAL HEBREW with Risa Strauss (see below)
7:00 – 7:55 p.m.! BEGINNING HEBREW with Risa Strauss (see below)
7:00 – 7:55 p.m.! BIBLICAL WOMEN BEYOND OUR MATRIARCHS

Rabbi Sherman! ! February 12, 19 & 26
How well do we know the women of our Bible? Especially those wonderful Jewish women who came long after Sarah, Rebekah, 
Leah, and Rachel. Too often the women of the Tanakh have been overlooked and under-appreciated. In our class we will get to 
know some of the women of Neviim (the Books of the Prophets) and Ketuvim (Writings). They, too, were heroes, leaders, and role 
models. Specifically we will discuss characters such as Deborah, Hannah, Ruth and Naomi, Vashti and Esther.

8:05 – 9:00 p.m.! “JEWISH AMERICAN”:  HOW JEWISH?  HOW AMERICAN?
! ! ! Rabbi Sanford Marcus !! February 19 & 26
We will explore how some attitudes, policies, and ideologies prevailing in the United States have impacted Jewish life and how 
Jewish living has been transformed by interaction with the greater society. What issues matter most to Jews? What new forms of 
Judaism have appeared in modern American society, and how do they affect community cohesion?

COMING NEXT MONTH:
8:05 – 9:00 p.m.! PREPARING FOR PASSOVER: UNDERSTANDING THE HAGGADAH

with Rabbi Sherman! ! March 12 & 19
For many of us, Passover is our favorite Jewish holiday. The Passover Seder is the most widely observed ritual in American Jewish 
life. In this class we will prepare for Passover by taking a closer look at the Hagaddah in order to enhance your home seder. We 
will discuss this traditional Passover text, examining what’s included and what is not. We will study the order, the story, the songs, 
and the questions, as well as how the Hagaddah has changed over time – thus helping you to prepare for an even more 
meaningful Passover observance this year.

http://www.tolsc.org
http://www.tolsc.org
http://www.tolsc.org
http://www.tolsc.org
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PURIM 5773

✦ READ the Megillah/The Scroll of Esther
✦ SOUND a gragger/ra’ashan
✦ EAT delicious Hamentaschen/Oznei Haman
✦ WEAR costumes and masks
✦ GIVE mishloach manot (packages of treats to 
share with friends or those in need)

✦ CELEBRATE at Temple on Saturday, February 23 
at 6:30 p.m., beginning with our festive Purim 
Service and the words of the Megillah, followed by 
delicious hamentaschen, and then a Masquerade 
Ball at Beth Shalom Synagogue. Continue the 
celebration on February 24 at a joyous carnival with 
Beth Shalom Synagogue, complete with 
entertainment, great food, fun games, and friends 
and family from your community! 

A Purim Checklist for All Ages

A Three-Part Tree of Life Purim
Saturday, February 23

6:30 PM

Join us for the most fun night of the Jewish year! 

Part 1: Havdalah

Part 2: Megillah Fit for a Queen
Our joyous Purim Service includes the 
reading of the Megillah (Scroll of 
Esther) and a Purim-spiel. Sing, 
laugh, and shake your graggers!

Part 3: Masquerade Ball at BSS
Continue the fun at Beth Shalom Synagogue at for an 

adult Purim party at 7:45 PM. 
Enjoy live music, hors d’oeuvres, 
adult beverages, ice cream, and 
more! Childcare available. There 
is no charge for the event! 

A yummy lunch will be served!

Please come in costume—a simple mask will do
We’ll parade, make Hamantaschen and say to Haman, “boo!”

There will be skits and laughs, and music and more -
crafts, face painting, and games galore!

Please bring a non-perishable food item to donate to JFS 
to give to those in need in our area.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 
PASSOVER 5773

Sunday, March 24! Religious School Model Seder
Monday, March 25! First Night of Passover
Tuesday, March 26! TOL Congregational Seder 
! ! ! (2nd night)
Thursday, March 28! WRJ Women’s Seder
Friday, March 29! Shabbat Chol HaMoeid Pesach 
! ! ! (Sabbath during Passover)
Sunday, March 31! Last Night of Passover Service
Monday, April 1! ! Last Day of Passover

A MESSAGE FROM THE 
AMERICAN RED CROSS

Thank you so much for all your hard work! Because of your 
efforts, a total of 38 pints of blood, on a goal of 42, were 
made available, and are ready to help save lives.

Each pint of blood collected has the potential to help save 
up to three lives, so as a group you all have made an even 
greater impact than these numbers show.

The American Red Cross is committed to ensuring that 
blood and blood products will be there when you or 
someone you love needs them, but we cannot do it without 
the support of blood drive sponsors like you.

Thank you again for all your hard work! We look 
forward to working with you on the next blood 
drive scheduled for January 19, 2014. Let's 
continue to help save lives together!
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THE BIG NOSH™
The Big Nosh™ is coming! The Big Nosh™ is coming!  

Mark your calendar for Sunday, April 21st. 

The Big Nosh™ committee is hard at work on this year’s event. You 
can follow us on Twitter (@BigNoshSC), friend us on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/bignosh.org), and visit our website at 
www.BigNosh.org to get details on the food, educational activities, 
and entertainment. 

Don’t forget to place your pre-orders. The form will be available 
February 1st. Simply download the form from our website, fill it out, 
and send it with your check to the Tree of Life Temple. Your food will 
be ready for pick up the morning of the event. 

Help spread the word by telling your friends, 
family and co-workers. 

Come get your Nosh on at the 2013 Big 
Nosh™!

Taste of the Big Nosh
Saturday, March 16 at 7 PM

Get a taste of the Big Nosh™ with select food, 
a silent auction, live music, and beer & wine.
$30/ticket - See the website for details.

To see more of TOL in photos, visit our 
website or Facebook page.

TOL IN PHOTOS
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!
WRJ / SISTERHOOD NEWS

Blood Drive
Sunday, January 
13th the Tree of 
Life held our 
annual Red 
Cross Blood 
Drive. Our goal 
was to donate 50 
pints. We had 38 
pints donated. 
The Brotherhood would like to thank all of those who 
donated. Also thanks to Ed Hertz and Brad Smith for 
their part in coordinating and running the blood drive 
for the Temple.

Chanukah Dinner
Our annual Chanukah dinner was a big success. The 
event continues to grow every year. In 2011, we had 
about 90 people for dinner. In 2012 we had 145 
people join us for a meal of baked chicken, vegetarian 
lasagna, and – of course – the Brotherhood’s famous 
latkes. We would like to thank everyone that came out 
and supported the dinner.
I would also like to thank Sandy and Ed Hertz, Judi 
and Jerry Emanuel, Eric Feurerstein, Peter Kline, Jim 
Braun, Bill Sims, Howie Weiss, Demitris Gilmore, 
David Greenhouse, David Tedeschi, Mark Crawford, 
Todd Weiss, and Jill Carr for helping prepare and 
serve the dinner. It would not have been possible 
without their time and dedication.

BROTHERHOOD REPORT

COLUMBIA JEWISH 
DISASTER RELIEF

GREEN TEAM UPDATE

Green Team Will Miss 
Linda Frederico
 greenteam@tolsc.org

Remember to Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

The Green Team presented Linda a 
certificate of appreciation at the event held in her honor 
on January 6.  

Linda was an enthusiastic supporter of the Green 
Team from the start. She supported the rain garden in 
many ways, but her biggest contribution was helping 
with the recycling. Linda was happy that we were able to 
get free pick-up for office paper recycling, and she used 
it regularly. She monitored the cap collection and 
removed things that should not have been placed in it. 
She made extra signs to show what could and could not 
be recycled. Linda sent off the caps when our collection 
bin filled up. She also informed us when we needed to 
pick up batteries to take them for recycling, and she kept 
an eye on our plastic ring and cell phone collections. 
Without Linda's assistance our recycling programs 
would not have been as successful. We appreciate all 
Linda has done for Tree of Life and for the Earth, and we 
wish her well in her new home. 

The TOL WRJ Book Club focuses on books with a 
Jewish or Israeli theme. We meet at 7 p.m. on the 
second Thursday of every other month. Here is the 
current schedule:
Thursday, March 14, 2013 – Garden of the Finzi 
Continis by Giorgio Bassani, meeting at Pasta Fresca on 
Forest Drive

Thursday, May 9, 2013 – Moonlight on the Avenue of 
Faith by Gina B. Nahai, meeting at Elie’s on St. Andrews 
Road

Thursday, July 11, 2013 – He, She and It by Marge 
Piercy, meeting at Mellow Mushroom on Gervais Street
There is no charge to attend and no registration – just 
show up! New members are encouraged. All are 
welcome. Questions? Contact Amanda Hamilton 
or Ilene King.

A joint effort between Tree of Life and Beth 
Shalom Synagogue is underway to 
provide disaster support for people in 
need. Our team is working in conjunction 
with the American Red Cross to provide 
this  support and to receive the necessary 
training.  Our initial venture is to provide 
meals  for local disasters such as house or 
apartment fires or power outages.    

The Tree of Life Board has agreed to allow our team to use 
the Temple kitchen to prepare these meals. We also have 
people on the team who are interested in sheltering and will 
help with that need when it arises.   

Eventually we hope to expand our focus beyond food 
preparation to coordinating a shelter, as well as providing 
psychological support. At this time, we are in need of people 
to help  with our initial goal of food preparation. If you would 
like to help  with food preparation, you may become a 
member of the response team, but it  is  not  required.  
However, there is a free American Red Cross online food 
safety  course everyone is  required to complete before they 
may participate. If you are interested in becoming a member 
of the team or simply want to help  with the food preparation, 
please email the Brotherhood at brotherhood@tolsc.org. You 
may also follow us on Facebook at Columbia Jewish 
Disaster Response Organization.

mailto:greenteam@tolsc.org
mailto:greenteam@tolsc.org
mailto:razmanda@gmail.com
mailto:razmanda@gmail.com
mailto:isking@earthlink.net
mailto:isking@earthlink.net
mailto:Brotherhood@tolsc.org
mailto:Brotherhood@tolsc.org
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Mazel Tov to:
Max Miller & family, on his becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

on January 19
Eva Bernath, on the birth of her granddaughter Alexis 

Liberty McClurg, born to Michael & Deidre Stoken

Refuah Shleima
Get well wishes to TOL members recently hospitalized or 
at home recovering: Eva Bernath, Marjorie Cooper, and 
Ann Gaton

Condolences to:
The family of Elsie Wolff

Honor Roll
We salute and thank our wonderful volunteers!

Office –Joan Amado, Joan Tucker
Religious School Office – Joan Tucker
Hospital Patient List – Sandy Hertz
Green Team / Recycling – Carolyn Hudson

New Members
Rick & Robin Chapman

Rhonda Phillips

Andrew Barkan
Harrison Moses
David Bannister
Zachary Helman
Lois Wandersman
Barbara Novinbakht
Hannah Wassermann
Lora Stein
Barri Thompson
Elizabeth Brown
Barry J. Bernstein
William Barkan
Laney Cohen
Judi Emanuel
Dori Nudelman
Marilyn Picow

Feb. 1
Feb. 2
Feb. 3
Feb. 4
Feb. 4
Feb. 5
Feb. 7
Feb. 8
Feb. 8
Feb. 10
Feb. 11
Feb. 12
Feb. 12
Feb. 12
Feb. 12
Feb. 12

Arthur Iskhakov
David May
Jean Ginsberg
David Carr
Dennis Cohen
Linda Kerner
Michael Mischner
Alexander Ogden
Nina Contino
Marilyn Ehmke
Alexander Bernstein
Alexander Levy
Keenan Silver
Paul Beattie
Richard Cohen
Julien Katz

Feb. 13
Feb. 13
Feb. 14
Feb. 16
Feb. 16
Feb. 16
Feb. 16
Feb. 16
Feb. 17
Feb. 17
Feb. 18
Feb. 18
Feb. 18
Feb. 20
Feb. 21
Feb. 22

Gracie May
Linda K. Sterne
Yvette Frank
Lisa Helfer
Emmy Jo Mustard
Leeam Stein
Mark Crawford
Marlene Mischner
Sarah Mullis
Kay Radin
Amy Reynolds
Jasper Wessinger
Alyssa Greenhouse
Sheldon Kall
Jewel Rotholz

Feb. 22
Feb. 22
Feb. 24
Feb. 24
Feb. 24
Feb. 24
Feb. 25
Feb. 25
Feb. 25
Feb. 25
Feb. 25
Feb. 26
Feb. 28
Feb. 28
Feb. 28

Cheri & Allen Alexander
Peggy & Jeffrey Miller
Suzy Herzog & Harvie Nachlinger
Mia & Marc Rapport
Pamela & Mark Crawford

February 5
February 7
February 8
February 14
February 26

MEMBER NEWS

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES

February 1   – Eleanor Bornstein
February 8   – Barbara Becker
February 15 – Myrna Cohen
February 22 – Melanie Baker

WRJ SHABBAT SERVICE REPS

WOW! The "good bye" party was wonderful! Thank you to 
everyone who attended and to everyone who planned, cooked, 
and entertained. I hope you all had as good a time as I did. The 
drive to Massachusetts went well, and we should be able to move 
into our new home by mid-February. Miss you all - take care!
- Linda Frederico

Linda with five TOL Presidents
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COMMUNITY NEWS

February 9 – 14, 2013
Become a sponsor, order tickets, 
read film synopses at 
www.columbiajewishfilmfestival.com

All Films Shown 
at the Nickelodeon Theatre 

1607 Main St, Columbia, SC

Call 787-2023 or email lauries@jcccolumbia.org for more information!

A Weekly Open Gaming Session for Adults

Every Wednesday

1 - 4 pm

Come play, socialize, strategize, and have a good time 
playing board games, mah jongg, cards, etc.

Tables & games will be set up, snacks will be 
provided!

Members FREE | Non-members $2

Drop in; No RSVP required!
Katie & Irwin Kahn Jewish Community Center

306 Flora Drive | Columbia, SC
803-787-2023

FILM SCHEDULE
Saturday, February 9:
   7:00 pm B'nai Mitzvah Party   
   8:00 pm Hava Nagila 
Sunday, February 10:
   2:30 pm Freedom Writers
   6:00 pm Saviors in Night
   8:00 pm Nora's Will
Monday, February 11:
   6:00 pm A Matter of Size
   8:00 pm The Concert
Tuesday, February 12:
   6:00 pm Kaddish for a Friend
   8:30 pm Savior in the Night
Wednesday, February 13:
   6:00 pm Colombian Love
   8:00 pm Kaddish for a Friend
Thursday, February 14:
   6:00 pm The Concert
   8:30 pm A Matter of Size

Sunday, February 10, 2:30 PM

Grades 6-10 are invited to a special screening 
of Freedom Writers, the 2007 drama about 
tolerance and diversity, taking place in an 
urban LA high school and starring Academy 
Award winner Hilary Swank. A special event of 
the 2013 Columbia Jewish Film Festival, a 
panel discussion, moderated by Tree of Life 
Congregation Director of Education Risa 
Strauss and including Columbia College 
Assistant Professor of English Dr. Allan Nail, 
will take place at 2:30 PM, just prior to the 
screening.

Benjamin Schreier, Malvin and Lea Bank Assistant Professor of English 
and Jewish Studies from Pennsylvania State University, 

will give two lectures:

“Can’t you ever forget your Jews?”
or

Why Jews Aren’t Normal
The Unrecognizable Future of Philip Roth’s The Counterlife

Tuesday, February 5 at 4:30 PM
USC, Williams-Brice Building (Nursing), Room 502

The Jewish American Novel and the Creation of Jewish Americans
Wednesday, February 6 at 7:00 PM

Katie & Irwin Kahn Jewish Community Center

* Both lectures are free and open to the public. * 

Sponsored by Columbia Jewish Community Center, Columbia Jewish 
Federation, USC Comparative Literature Program, USC Department of English 

Language & Literature, USC Jewish Studies Program, USC Department of 
Languages, Literatures & Cultures.

http://www.columbiajewishfilmfestival.com/
http://www.columbiajewishfilmfestival.com/
mailto:lauries@jcccolumbia.org
mailto:lauries@jcccolumbia.org
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January 4
Ethel Brody, in memory of Leona Sobel
Carolyn & Alan Conway, in memory of Jeffrey Wander
Debbie Greenhouse, in memory of Rita Wasserman 
Marc & Ann Posner, in memory of Philip Posner
David & Ellen Potter, in memory of Hanna Messer
Deborah Salzberg, in memory of Sarah Plavin
Barry Sidenberg, in memory of Stanley Sidenberg
Steven Terner, in memory of Hugo Wolf Terner
January 11
Belle Fields, in memory of Patricia-ann F. Schwab
Irene & Fred Fields, in memory of Pat Schwab
Feliks & Sarra, Kim & Raisa, and Elizaveta Rabinovich 

families, in memory of Joseph Rabinovich
Howie Weiss, in memory of Stanley Weiss
January 18
Karen Sutton & Faye Miller, in honor of Max Miller 

becoming a Bar Mitzvah and in memory of 
Ivan Miller, Toby Ehrlich & Lois Tisdale

Bob & Sherry Blenner, in memory of Rebecca Blenner
Rick & Debbie Cohn, in memory of Myron H. Cohn
Elaine A. Cypress, in memory of Sylvia Rosh
Annette M. Goldstein & family, in memory of 

Ella Garlick Gabriel
Dorothy A. Greeter, in memory of Sylvia Berger Brown
Dr. and Mrs. Sheldon Kall, in memory of 

Gertrude “Gigi” Becker
Marlene Korash, in memory of Sophie Madoff
Gary Mitchell, in memory of Roy Mitchell
Harriet Posner, in memory of Clara Levin
Ernie, Donna, Mark & Abbie Magaro, in memory of 

Eddie Linzer
Jewel Rotholz, in memory of Norman Rotholz
Jerry Rothstein, in memory of Edward Rothstein
Cindy Alpert Saad, in memory of Eleaner Calvert Alpert
Deborah Salzberg, in memory of Herman Erlichson
Rob & Amy Scully, in memory of Clara Levin
Harriett Weinberg Thompson & Donna Hughes, 

in memory of Judith Diane Weinberg Thompson
January 25
Susan, Charles & David Altman, in memory of 

Dan Daniel
Dan, Lory & Rebecca Bellino, in memory of 

Marion Rothstein & Sandra Leavitt Barshop
Benjamin, Jean & Jack Ginsberg, in memory of 

Paul Ernest Kalman
Art & Barbara Levy, in memory of Harry H. Blecker
Cindy Alpert Saad, in memory of Maxie Louis Alpert
David, Karen, Nikki & Lauren Schwartz, in memory of 

Bryan McMullen
Gary Silverfield, in memory of Leo Silverfield

BIMAH FLOWERS
February 1 - Minnie Brady, Keith Saul Miller*, Frances 
B. Rothschild*, Ralph Segal, Ann Lieder Savitz*, Oscar 
Alexander, Edwin Nathan Mittle*, Josephine T. 
Specter*, Larry Newton*, Darrell Cooper*, Sol Kohn*, 
Charles Thide, Mathilde Nover Gruber*, Bernard 
Lefton*, Meyer Love*, David Richman*, Susan Epstein 
Furman*, Eugene Korash*

February 8 - Jerry Berez, Sylvia Cohen, Rose 
Wildman Stern, Elias Stiglitz, Mira Volynets, Ida Lee 
Weisberg*, Mac Davidson, Barry Levey*, Sue Mandell*, 
Ruth Richmond*, Paul Garber*, Sidney Zucker, 
Jonathan Scott Train*, Norman Becker, Wilma Peet 
Hill, Isadore Jack Hoffman*, J. Paul Silberberg*, 
Herbert Spiers*, Michael E. Weisberg*

February 15 - Henrietta Block*, Hilda Fischman*, 
Sandra Gaffrey, Samuel Savitz*, Elsie Hayman Bruck*, 
Gertrude Segal Furman*, Charles Robert Meador, 
Herschel Sims, Julius Lichterman, Lillian Schulman*, 
Marc Sunshine, Morris Alion*, Helene Lipsitz, Mabel 
Mann, Phillip Bernath, Henrietta Schleider Farber*, 
Bella Kalb, Nellie Levine Winter*, Abram Aroneck*, 
Rabbi Harold Gelfman, Alfred Mischner, Ethel Radin, 
Ethel Ann Serbin*, Marshall Diamond, Florence Snyder, 
Kenneth Sorenson, Harry Vigodsky*,

February 22 - Alvah Hope Gould, Nancy Bedford 
Milman*, Milton E. Block*, Bernard Fleischman, Sr.*, 
Herbert Grosby*, Rachael Zarek*, Manya "Minnie" 
Cohen, Bernard Reyner, Yakov Volfson, Catherine 
Weiner*, Charles M. Herzog, Esther Magrill, David 
Wallace*, Goldie Weiner*, Herschel Cooper*, William 
Frisch, Solomon Korash, Janet Pearlstine Cohn*, Jean 
F. Gergel*, Mildred Auerbach, Ilene Bronson*, Dorothy 
Berlin Herzog, Kay Politis*, Joseph Russ, Maurice 
Savitz*, Rena Sheftman*

YAHRZEITS

ONEG SHABBAT HOSTS

Note: If you are unable to bake or purchase Oneg Shabbat 
refreshments you may donate $20.00. Homemade goods are always 
preferable. Checks need to be sent to the temple office two weeks 
prior to your Oneg Shabbat date. Thank you!

February 1, 2013 - Chair: Bruce Greenberg, Deborah 
Ritter, Tom & Linda Rodgers, Suzanne Abrams & Andrew 
Roper, Linda & Gregory Rosenkrans, Hyman & Jeannie 
Rubin, Jr., and Hyman & Jennifer Rubin III
February 8, 2013 - Chair: Allan Brill, Darryn & Karen Russ, 
Joseph Russ, Cindy Saad, Deborah Salzberg, Sidney & 
Gwen Sasiene, and Philip & Jan Savitz
February 15, 2013 - Chair: Amy Scully, Stephen & Jennifer 
Savitz, Keith & Ronni Sayewitz, Robert & Amy Scully, Jack & 
Helene Selbiger, Jeff & Walton Selig, and Cheri Shapiro & 
Brad Smith
February 22, 2013 - Chair: Jeff Silver, Howard & Karyn 
Sheftman, Vladimir & Tat’Yana Shtessel, Jeffrey & Linda 
Silver, Sandra & William Sims, Laurie & Andrew Slack, and 
Jennifer Savitz & Bradford Smith
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General Fund
Sherry & Bob Blenner, in honor of Belle Fields

on her 100th birthday
Alan & Susan Brill, in memory of Rhea Stern
Alan & Susan Brill, in memory of Hal Birch
Alan & Susan Brill, in memory of Elsie Wolff
Hugh & Roxanne Corbett
Donen & Sheila Davis, in memory of Elsie Wolff
Father Davis
Sally & Bobby Lyles, in memory of Elsie Wolff
Harriet Posner, in memory of Hal Birch 
Harriet Posner, wishing Ann Gaton a speedy recovery
Jennifer Richardson, in memory of Elsie Wolff
Jerry & Carole Rothstein, in memory of Hal Birch
Elaine Pearlstine Warshauer, in memory of Elsie Wolff

Prayer Book
Jacqueline Brody, in memory of Elsie Wolff
Rick & Debbie Cohn, in honor of Max Miller

becoming a Bar Mitzvah
Linda Frederico, in memory of Elsie Wolff
Eleanor Levy, in honor of Belle Fields

on her 100th birthday

Rabbi Sherman’s Discretionary Fund
Robin & Rick Chapman, in memory of Elsie Wolff
Beth Helman, in memory of Rhea Stern

Tobae & Hortense Reyner Fund
Carol Barnett, in memory of Rhea Stern
Carol Barnett, in honor of Todd Weiss’s birthday

Religious School Fund
Sheila King, in memory of Hal Birch
Sheila King, in honor of Belle Fields 

on her 100th birthday
Shumei Richman, Mazel Tov to Julie & Ned Strauss on 

the birth of their granddaughter Emma

Youth Activities Fund
Davidson & Lindemann, P.A., in memory of Elsie Wolff
Katherine S. DeLoach, in memory of Elsie Wolff
Irene & Fred Fields, in memory of Elsie Wolff
Diane & Bruce Heiman, in memory of Elsie Wolff
Judaism on Campus, in appreciation
Susan, Peter & Oliver Kahn, in memory of Elsie Wolff
Roberta W., Carl & David Karesh and Will Cooper,

in memory of Elsie Wolff
Dorothy Shiland, in memory of Elsie Wolff
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Strasburger, in memory of Elsie Wolff
Sara Sutton, in memory of Elsie Wolff
S.W. and Arnold Wengrow, in memory of Elsie Wolff
Pamela Woods, in memory of Elsie Wolff

Jonathan Train Memorial Youth Group Fund
Hans and Jennifer Mykytyn, wishing Linda Frederico 

“Good Luck” with her move
Hans and Jennifer Mykytyn, in memory of Elsie Wolff
Hans and Jennifer Mykytyn, Mazel Tov to 

Julie & Ned Strauss on the birth of their 
granddaughter Emma

Sisterhood Courtesy Fund
Clarice Rosinger, in honor of Belle Fields 

on her 100th birthday
Carolyn Hudson, in honor of Belle Fields 

on her 100th birthday
Nancy Cartiff, in honor of Belle Fields

on her 100th birthday
Belle Fields, in memory of Hal Birch

The Evelyn & Dan Daniel Temple Youth Group 
Leadership Fund

Susan, Charles, & David Altman, in memory of  
Evelyn & Dan Daniel

We gratefully acknowledge the following thoughtful donations:

CONTRIBUTIONS

A Sukkah Plaza brick is a great way to commemorate a 
life event. Please consider purchasing an engraved 
brick to be installed in our Sukkah walkway. Some 
events you may want to commemorate include baby 
namings, consecration, B’nei Mitzvah, confirmation, 
weddings, anniversaries, and the blessed memory of 
loved ones. Bricks may be ordered through the Temple 
office, by filling out a form found in the foyer, or by 
downloading a form from the TOL website, 
www.tolsc.org.

SUKKAH PLAZA BRICKS
Managed by Tree of Life Congregation’s Women of 
Reform Judaism, Treasures from the Tree  has 
everything you need to celebrate Jewish rituals, life 
cycle events, and simchas. The gift shop  is open 
Sundays, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. and by appointment at 
781-9791. All proceeds benefit Tree of Life sisterhood 
projects. 

Most Chanukah, Purim, and Passover items 
are now 40% off!

TREASURES FROM THE TREE

http://www.tolsc.org
http://www.tolsc.org
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
6:45 pm 

KIDZ Shabbat 
 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service 

2 
6:00 pm 

Sisterhood Social 
“Amazing  Grazing”   

(Ensor-Keenan 
House) 

 

3 
8:30 am 

Religious School 
Trip to KKBE 
(Grades 6-10) 

4 5 6 
6:00 pm 

Executive  
Committee 

 
7:00 pm 

Board of Directors 

7 8 
6:30 pm 
Potluck  

Shabbat Dinner 
 

7:30 pm 
Shabbat Service 

led by Kitah Gimmel 

9   10:00 am 
Shabbat  

Morning Service 
 

6:00-8:30 pm 
Dinner, Havdalah  

& a Movie (Grades 7-9) 
 

Jewish Film Festival 
(through the 14th) 

10 
9:15 am 

Sunday School  
for Adults 

 

Pizza Lunch 
Fundraiser 

 

Bucks Back  
Deadline 

11 12 
Adult Education 

6:00-9:00 pm 
13 

7:00 pm 
Taste of   

the Big Nosh 
Committee  

Meeting 
 

14 15 
7:30 pm 

Shabbat Service 

16 

17 
NO  

RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL 

18 
PRESIDENTS’ 

DAY 

19 
Adult Education 

6:00-9:00 pm 
20 21 

7:00 pm 
Big Nosh  

Committee  
Meeting 

22 
7:30 pm 

Shabbat Service 

23 
6:30 pm 

Purim Service & 
Megillah Reading 

 
7:45 pm 

Adult Purim Party 
at BSS 

24 
9:00 am 

Religious School 
 

11:00 am 
Purim Carnival 
Extravaganza  
with BSS RS  

25 26 
Adult Education 

6:00-9:00 pm 
 

6:45 pm 
Sisterhood  

Board Meeting 

27 28 1 
7:30 pm 

Shabbat Service  
& Bar Mitzvah  

of  
Alex Bernstein 

2 

February  2013 
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TREE OF LIFE CONGREGATION
Established 1896

6719 North Trenholm Road * Columbia, SC 29206
Office: (803) 787-2182 * Fax (803) 787-0309

Website: www.tolsc.org
Email: info@tolsc.org

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

RABBI Daniel M. Sherman
rabbisherman@tolsc.org

RABBI EMERITUS Sanford T. Marcus, D.D.
Risa Strauss, RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR
risa@tolsc.org
Cheryl Nail, COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR
cheryl@tolsc.org
OFFICERS
President! Rick Cohn
First Vice President! Alan Brill
Second Vice President! Paul Westfall
Secretary! Lisa Helfer
Treasurer! Marc Posner
Immediate Past President! Steve Savitz
BOARD MEMBERS
Laney Cohen! ! !   Kim Moses
Richard Cohen! ! !   Arline Polinsky
Eric Feuerstein! ! !   Marc Rapport
Annette Goldstein! !   Amy Scully
Bruce Greenberg! !   Jeff Selig
Debbie Greenhouse! !   Jeff Silver
Donna Magaro !! !   Julie Strauss
Bruce Miller! ! !   G. Todd Weiss
LIFETIME BOARD MEMBERS
Bernard Fleischman, Jr.!    Howard Weiss
Stephen Savitz

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Endowment! Ned Strauss
Finance! Debra Tedeschi
Fundraising!
House & Grounds! G. Todd Weiss
Membership ! Annette Goldstein
Outreach! Debra Tedeschi
Religious School Board! Linda Kerner
Ritual! Richard Cohen
Social Action! Ilene King
AFFILIATES
Brotherhood President! David Carr
Sisterhood Presidents! Cheri Alexander and 
! Donna Magaro
COFTY President! Elena Carr
TOL NEWSLETTER
Designer/Editor! Cheryl Nail
Proofreader! Marc Rapport
TEMPLE STAFF
Custodian! Demitris Gilmore
TEMPLE MUSICIANS
Music Director! Sharon Witherell
Director Emeritus! Jackie McNeil

Tree of Life Congregation
6719 North Trenholm Road
Columbia, SC 29206
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