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Friday, Dec. 7
6:45 p.m.! KIDZ Shabbat
7:30 p.m.! Shabbat Eve Service*
! ! Torah: Vayeishev, Gen. 37:1 – 40:23

Saturday, Dec. 8
10:00 a.m.! Shabbat Morning Service 
! ! and Torah Study

Friday, Dec. 14!Shabbat of Chanukah
6:00 p.m.! Annual Chanukah Dinner
7:00 p.m.! Family Service led by Kitah Hey
! ! Torah: Mikeitz, Gen. 41:1 – 44:17

Friday, Dec. 21
7:30 p.m.! Shabbat Eve Service
! ! Torah: Vayiggash, Gen. 44:18 – 47:27

Friday, Dec. 28
7:30 p.m.! Shabbat Eve Service
! ! Torah: Vayechi, Gen. 47:28 – 50:26

Friday, Jan. 4, 2013
6:45 p.m.! KIDZ Shabbat
7:30 p.m.! Shabbat Eve Service*
! ! Torah: Shemot, Ex. 1:1 – 6:1

* Childcare is available for services.

May your candles burn bright
during this Festival of Light!

Happy Chanukah!

First Night of Chanukah is Saturday, Dec. 8.
Last Day of Chanukah is Sunday, Dec. 16.

DECEMBER WORSHIP SERVICES
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As I enter my sixth month as your president, I want to talk about what we have accomplished 
and where we go from here.

As a congregation, we have made many strides in positive ways: the landscaping of the 
facility, the new carpet in the classrooms, the repairs to the parking lot, renewing the warranty for 
the roof, and soon a new, 21st-century phone system, which will allow us to update our Religious 
School with computers.

So where do we go from here? First, let me wish everyone a happy Chanukah. From here, it 
would be nice if everyone would remember the Temple this holiday with a gift of giving. As you make your year-end, 
tax-deductible donations, please keep  the Tree of Life Congregation and our many funds in mind, including our 
General, Building, Youth Activity, Prayerbook and Endowment funds. Your gift will strengthen our financial position, as 
well as allow us to continue to work on our goals during the upcoming year. It’s been a great year–let’s keep the 
momentum going!

It has been a pleasure working with and getting to know all of you. Happy Holidays!

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

Thanks to all of you, we had a record month in 
November: $776.51 for the Temple!

Need last-minute Chanukah gifts? The deadline for our 
next order and the last one for 2012 is Sunday, 
December 9. If you are adopting a family for the 
holiday season, remember to use gift cards to 
purchase the items. Reloadable gift cards and 
ScripNow! are easy ways to support the Temple 
between orders.

Bookmark our new webpage at http:/tolsc.org/scrip  to 
stay informed of deadlines and specials and to learn 
more about our easiest Temple fundraiser.

FROM THE COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR
“Diamonds are forever. Email comes close.” - June Kronholz, The Wall Street Journal

According to recent statistics, 147 emails flood a typical user's inbox, requiring an average 
of more than 2.5 hours of attention on a daily basis. We at Tree of Life are sensitive to the email 
"time suck" and are thus working on making our email communications both more efficient and 
enjoyable.

As we kick off the secular new year, you'll begin to see changes in the emails you receive 
from TOL. In addition to life cycle event notifications, we'll be sending email updates once per 
week to keep you informed of Temple and community happenings. 

If you are not currently receiving emails from Temple, or if you would like to update the address on file, please 
send your email address to info@tolsc.org. Please also take a moment to add info@tolsc.org to your address book to 
ensure delivery of our email correspondence.

And while you have your computer on, bookmark our two new TOL webpages! Our Bucks Back page (http://
tolsc.org/scrip) will help  you get started with TOL's easiest fundraiser and keep  you informed of deadlines and 
specials, while our Treasures from the Tree page (http://tolsc.org/treasures) is dedicated to our Temple gift shop and 
provides pictures of new and featured items and information about upcoming sales.
Chag Urim Sameach!
Cheryl Nail

BUCKS BACK

A Time of Giving
by Richard H. Cohn, Sr.

SOCIAL ACTION
The Reform Movement Stands with Israel

Though a cease-fire has gone into effect,  many Israelis have 
already been impacted by the violence that swept southern 
and central Israel in November. The Israel Terror Relief Fund 
has made up to $5 million available to address the most 
critical needs in Israel. Learn more and donate to the Israel 
Terror Relief Fund at http://urj.org/israel.

URJ Hurricane Relief Efforts Underway
When hurricanes strike, the Reform Movement mobilizes to 
help the storm victims and communities get back on their 
feet. Donate to the Hurricane Relief Fund, WRJ YES Fund, 
or Scholarships for Youth Impacted by Hurricane Sandy at 
http://urj.org/socialaction/issues/relief/hurricanes.

http:/tolsc.org/scrip
http:/tolsc.org/scrip
mailto:info@tolsc.org
mailto:info@tolsc.org
mailto:info@tolsc.org
mailto:info@tolsc.org
http://tolsc.org/scrip
http://tolsc.org/scrip
http://tolsc.org/scrip
http://tolsc.org/scrip
http://tolsc.org/treasures
http://tolsc.org/treasures
http://urj.org/israel
http://urj.org/israel
http://urj.org/socialaction/issues/relief/hurricanes/
http://urj.org/socialaction/issues/relief/hurricanes/
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Some Chanukah Basics
by Rabbi Daniel M. Sherman

WHAT: Chanukah is our eight-day winter holiday. It is a time of special celebrations 
and giving thanks. The name means "rededication"–a reminder of the celebration the 
Maccabees held when they rededicated the Holy Temple in Jerusalem in the year 165 
BCE. The only proper spelling for the name of the holiday is CHET-NUN-KAF-HEY. In 
English, I prefer “Chanukah” over “Hannukah.”

WHEN: Chanukah begins at the exact same time every year: on the evening of the 25th 
of Kislev and lasts eight days. This year the first night of Chanukah falls on Saturday, 

Dec. 8. The last night of Chanukah is Saturday, Dec. 15, and the last day is Sunday, Dec. 16. (Mark your calendars, 
though, for next year: Chanukah will begin on Wednesday night, Nov. 27, 2013–the day before Thanksgiving!)

WHERE: The primary observances for Chanukah take place in the home. We will also celebrate Chanukah together 
at the annual Chanukah Happening during Religious School on Dec. 9 and as a congregation with our annual 
Chanukah dinner and Shabbat service on Friday, Dec. 14. I want to thank Brotherhood for preparing dinner, including 
their famous latkes. Please RSVP as soon as possible!

WHY: Chanukah is a very important holiday for us, though one of lesser religious significance. We remember the 
story of the brave Maccabees that took place over 2,000 years ago in the land of Israel, which was then controlled by 
the Syrian-Greeks. In 175 BCE Antiochus IV (Antiochus Epiphanies) became King of Syria. In an effort to strengthen 
his hold on Israel, he decreed that all of his subjects must worship  the same (Greek) gods and follow the same 
(Greek) customs. The Jews were not permitted to study Torah, keep Shabbat, or do anything Jewish.

Some Jews, called Hellenists, willingly went along with the king's demands and followed the Greek way of life. 
Others refused to give up their Jewish heritage and rebelled against the king's decrees. Led by Mattathias 
Hasmonean and his five sons, these "rebels" took to the hills outside of Jerusalem and began a guerilla offensive 
against the mighty Syrian-Greek army. Inspired by their leader, Judah the Maccabee, the rebels pushed back the 
army and liberated Jerusalem.

After the fighting, the Jews returned to the Holy Temple that had been defiled by the Syrian-Greeks. The 
Maccabees cleansed the Temple and removed the Greek idols and altars. On the 25th of Kislev, they rededicated the 
Temple to the service of God.

When we celebrate Chanukah, we celebrate the defeat of the many by the few, the strong by the weak. We 
remember that it was not by our own strength and might alone, but because God was with us, that our ancestors 
defeated their enemies. We remember this first fight for the freedom of religion, and we give thanks that we are able 
to practice our Judaism freely today.

HOW: The most important Chanukah observance is the lighting of candles in our Chanukah menorah or Chanukiah. 
On the first night of Chanukah, we begin with the lighting of one candle using a shamash (or helper candle). Each 
night we add one more candle, until all eight candles are lit on the final night. As we light the candles, we recite 
blessings: three blessings on the first night, two on the other nights. We place the candles in our Chanukiah from right 
to left, and we light the new candle first each night.

There are many family traditions associated with Chanukah. It's fun to play dreidel as we remember: "NES 
GADOL HAYAH SHAM–A Great Miracle Happened There."  Chanukah foods include latkes (levivot), potato pancakes 
fried in oil to remind us of the legend of the oil that miraculously lasted for eight days in the Temple Menorah. A 
Sephardic and Israeli favorite food is sufganiot–jelly-filled doughnuts, also fried in oil.

I want to wish everyone a very Happy Chanukah! Chanukah should be a fun holiday that the entire family looks 
forward to each year. So light your menorah, eat some latkes, sing some songs, spin a dreidel, and celebrate our 
annual Festival of Lights. And I look forward to seeing you on the 7th Night of Chanukah for our special Chanukah 
Dinner and Service on Friday, Dec. 14 (don’t forget to bring a chanukiah and candles!).

FROM THE RABBI
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An Embraceable Chanukah
by Risa Strauss

As we  zip through life  we don't often take the time to stop, pause, and think… What 
makes a really great holiday? Why are some holidays easier to navigate than others? On 
the most basic of levels, the requirements for making a truly memorable  celebration need 
to  satisfy our five  major senses: sight, taste, sound, touch, and smell. In terms of 
practicality, you need a good story, adaptable traditions, and—a holiday that requires 
indoor decorating and oven action is not going to  make it in the middle of the summer, 
when everybody wants to be outside.

In “Jewish America,” Chanukah has all the ingredients for a truly amazing holiday that 
is also quite “user-friendly”: 

Sight: The colorful candles of the chanukiah flickering, the spinning of the  dreidels, the potato pancakes frying in the pan, 
Aunt Doris begging anyone and everyone to please eat another latke… are all very visual images. 
Taste: What is a great bash without great food? Latkes, sour cream, applesauce, chocolate gelt (chocolate gold coins), and 
soofganiyot (jelly doughnuts) for dessert. Wow! What food groups didn't we satisfy here? Okay, throw in some carrot and 
celery sticks for those who really need their veggies.
Sound:  The melodies of new songs and the more familiar tunes, the  Chanukah blessings, the shriek of triumph when you 
land on a gimmel playing dreidel, and the sizzle of the oil as the potatoes get really crunchy in the  frying pan are  all noises 
integral to the Chanukah celebration.
Touch: Okay, be honest: Who hasn't tried putting their finger through a flickering Chanukah candle light or wiped their hands 
on their pants at the conclusion of devouring a totally greasy jelly doughnut? How about that thumb forefinger action? Just 
observe  a child before  attempting to spin a dreidel. What a thrill finally to be able to master this motion. I believe the ability 
takes hold somewhere between 4th and 6th grade. Even as adults we all still rub those fingers together before we give that 
dreidel a spin. 
Smell: With every great holiday there is always excitement in the air…and you can smell it! Chanukah is certainly no 
exception. The aroma of latkes sizzling in a pan, the  melting of the waxy candles, the sulfur of the match, and the stale odor 
of the pennies that invade our noses when we play dreidel all blend and make a tremendous impact on our olfactory senses, 
helping us to remember the pleasure, the warmth, and the meaning of the celebration. 
Story: Ah, yes…the story of Chanukah. And oh my goodness, what an amazing, “once upon a time in a land far, far away” 
story it is. There is royalty, destruction, intrigue, soldiers, politics, and the magnificent triumph of the underdog Maccabees 
against the mighty Syrians. And, wonders of wonders, the great miracle of the Temple oil lasting for eight days helps us to 
embrace the  concept of a divine  presence and the goodness of God. Of course, as this story has twisted and turned through 
the centuries, we have also understood the greater meaning of the Maccabean moral victory. The right to be free to  practice 
your religion and the right not to assimilate is the very justice we enjoy and struggle  every day to sustain in our own 
“American Jewish Reality.” 
Adaptability: Chanukah simply fits. It is fun, social, and very interactive for family and friends–Jewish and non-Jewish—and 
filling as well, in a food sort of way. It’s an indoor holiday, so  it is great for the long winter nights. It is transportable, as it is 
pretty easy to knock out a party anywhere (My house or yours, your social hall or mine?). We celebrate  for eight days, so if 
you weren’t able to celebrate with gusto one night, don't worry, there  are seven more. And, of course, there is the lagniappe 
(the icing on top of the cake)… presents! I love presents. It is great to be  Jewish, celebrate our right to exist, believe in God, 
and still get a little gift besides. Wow! I know that there  may be some flipped out educators/parents saying, “No, no, no, that 
is not the point—no presents!”   But my feeling is yes, to the presents, if that is your tradition, and make it part of the point. 
When that oil lasted for eight days, I know for sure that there  were some very happy people walking around Jerusalem and 
Modiin in 164 BCE. Happy people celebrate, and happy people give presents. Of course, there is always more cake than 
icing. So, we remember that it is important to  make the presents and the  joy of “gifting”  a part of your celebration, not the 
whole celebration. 
Timing: Chanukah historically has been but a minor holiday. It is not written about in the Torah and only mentioned in the 
Talmud. Jewish educators in America have often lamented the  fact that perhaps we raise Chanukah’s status only because 
of its proximity to  Christmas. Well, it's not Chanukah’s fault that it so often falls so close to Christmas. And most assuredly, 
the fundamentals of this holiday make it deserving of prominence. In Israel, where you don't have to work so hard at being 
Jewish, Chanukah is big... really big. And I think that Judah Maccabee himself would be shocked to  learn that in the year 
2012/5773 Jewish people, whether living in Israel or anywhere else in the world, still are experiencing the need to fight to 
preserve fundamental freedoms of religion and faith. So I say bah humbug to  dissenters. Think of this holiday as an 
”Embraceable Chanukah” instead of a "December Dilemma."  

FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR
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November in Religious School was packed with a number of enjoyable activities and classes for our students and their families.  
A special todah rabbah goes to Lieutenant Colonel Pat Contino for his energy and in-depth presentation of his military and Jewish 
experiences in the U.S. Army. A huge “thank you,” and hug as well, to the Brotherhood for their dedication to the Religious School.   
The Pancake Breakfast and continued support of the Religious School make delicious memories for our children.   

Yasher Koach, to our grandparents who shared with us during our “Listening to our Grandparents” program. Jeannie Rubin, Ann 
Gaton, Suzy Herzog, and Gail Bienstock, we thank you for your love, patience, and wisdom. 

Bruchim Habaim to the 10th grade confirmation class and their teacher, Rabbi Sherman, and chaperones Michelle Bowen and 
Sheryl Kline. We know that you had a great NYC experience and can’t wait to hear all about it!                                                                                                                                    

Donations to the Religious School are always appreciated. Todah Rabbah to the Sisterhood for their donation towards the 
purchase of a new projection system. 

Todah Rabbah to Rabbi Leah Doberne Schor for teaching Hebrew as part of our Sunday School for Adults program. Your 
students are now able to realize their dream of reading Hebrew!

Chanukah begins this year on Saturday evening, December 8. Our first program focused on this holiday will be held on Sunday, 
December 2 from 11:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at our “Sunday School for Adults.” “Keeping December in Perspective” will meet in the 
library and will be facilitated by Rabbi Sherman. Join Us! TOL Religious School will celebrate at our annual Chanukah Happening on 
Sunday, December 9 from 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., with Religious School beginning as usual at 9:00 a.m. Naturally, the entire 
congregation, friends, and family are invited to join in the festivities. The TOL Brotherhood will once again provide us with a delicious 
variety of latkes and hot dog offerings.  Thank you to Marla May for much help in coordinating this annual event!  On December 14  
head on over to Temple for our annual Chanukah Dinner and Service. Dinner begins at 6:00 p.m., and the service at 7:00 p.m. will be 
led by Kitah Hey. This is not a pot-luck supper. You must make a reservation for dinner. As part of our continued programming 
with Beth Shalom Synagogue, a “Shalom to Chanukah Happening” is scheduled for grades 3-6 at BSS at 6:00 p.m. on December 
15. Maccabee-style games and competitions, Havdalah, and dinner are featured. We very much thank the Columbia Jewish 
Federation for their assistance and support for this program.   

Other December TOL Religious School events include “Kidz Shabbat,” “Chai-School” for 11th and 12th Graders, and a TYG 
Chanukah Celebration at the home of advisor, Abby Magaro. On December 16, we welcome teachers and students from the Augusta 
Jewish Community Sunday School. We will enjoy joint programming, lunch, and a post-school activity with them on that day. BSS 
and TOL teachers will also enjoy a special lunch and educational inservice at 1:00 p.m. on December 16 at TOL.                                        

Our December Tikkun Olam focus will be to continue to provide sheets and blankets for the Columbia Winter Shelter, 
support our B’nai Mitzvah students with their projects (Lauren Kuperman is collecting books for children, and Max Miller is 
collecting a myriad of items for the Palmetto Children’s Emergency Shelter). Please see the special displays in the Temple 
foyer.   

To our teachers, parents, friends, and all the children of TOL, Chag Chanukah Samayach! Have a joyous Chanukah 
celebration! 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS

Important Dates in the Month of December
12/02: Religious School, 9:00 a.m.; Sunday School for Adults, 11:45 a.m.; Kids Israeli Dance at 11:30 a.m.; 

Grade 7 Family Life at 1:30 p.m.
12/04: Adult Education from 6:00 p.m. at Temple
12/05: Chai-School for 11th and 12th Graders at 6:00 p.m. 
12/07: Kidz Shabbat, 6:45 p.m., childcare from 7:15 p.m.
12/09: Religious School, 9 a.m., Chanukah Happening, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
12/14: Annual Chanukah Dinner and Service led by Kitah Hey, beginning at 6:00 p.m.
12/15: “Shalom to Chanukah Happening”: grades 3-6 with Beth Shalom Synagogue at BSS, 6:00-9:00 p.m.
12/16: Religious School, 9:00 a.m.; Visit from Augusta Jewish Community Sunday School; Joint BSS and TOL Teacher 

Lunch and Program
12/23: Winter Break, No Religious School
12/30: Winter Break, No Religious School
1/04: Kidz Shabbat, 6:45 p.m. with childcare at 7:15 p.m.
1/06: Religious School, 9:00 a.m.; Grade 6 Family Life program

For more information and to RSVP for the Chanukah Dinner and Service, go to www.tolsc.org or call the Temple office 
at 787-2182.

TZEVET LOMDIM
Beth Shalom Synagogue and Tree of Life Congregation 

Religious School Staff Learning Opportunities
Autumn, 2012/5773

DECEMBER 16: Join us for a yummy last day of Chanukah lunch and celebration from 1:15 p.m.–3 p.m. at Tree of Life 
Congregation. Our learning will center on a discussion entitled “The December Dilemma–Living It 12 Months a Year as a 
Jewish Educator.”!

RSVP!to!your!school!director!by!December!14!for!our!Chanukah!Program.
We#gratefully#acknowledge#the#Columbia#Jewish#Federa:on#for#the#very#generous#grant#that#has#made#these#programs#possible.

http://www.tolsc.org
http://www.tolsc.org
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ADULT EDUCATION

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
Session 1: “Keeping December in 
Perspective,” a vibrant discussion about 
Chanukah and Christmas, our families 
and friends, and religion in public places.

With: Rabbi Daniel Sherman and Risa Strauss
When: Sunday morning, December 2, 11:45–1:00 p.m.

Where: Tree of Life Congregation
Food: A Healthy Nosh will be served

RSVP: For planning purposes by Friday, 11/30 to Risa 
at 787-2182, or by email at risa@tolsc.org

The word Chanukah comes from the Hebrew word for 
“dedication.” The root letters are chet, nun and kaf. 

Common usages of this root are in Chanukat Shem (a 
baby naming), Chanukat Bayit (the dedication of a 
home with the installation of a mezuzah). 
The Maccabean victory enabled the 
rededication of the Holy Temple. At 
Chanukah, it is an opportunity to 
thank the Hasmoneans for fighting to 
preserve our freedoms to experience 
Chanukah, a rededication of our 
Jewish identities every year. 

PINAT IVRIT: 
A MONTHLY CORNER OF HEBREW TOL BEIT MIDRASH FOR LIFELONG JEWISH LEARNING

The last class of Fall 5773/2012 will meet 
December 4, 2012

6:00–6:55 p.m. BEYOND BEGINNERS HEBREW with Risa Strauss
Using a conversational and Hebrew text, New Hebrew Siddur Program: 
for Hebrew and Heritage, we will continue to improve our conversation 
and prayer skills, grow our vocabulary, and develop a better 
understanding of the language. Current events and cultural traditions will 
also be included! The class will also meet on December 11, 2012 and 
continue on January 8, 15, 22, and 29, 2013.

7:00–7:55 p.m. JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY: THE FORMATIVE 
YEARS with Rabbi Sanford Marcus

In this session we will focus on How Judaism Survived the "Dark 
Ages" in Christian and Muslim Lands:  Economic, political, 
religious, and cultural forces combined in such a way as to allow 
Jews to live as a vast minority, sometimes more securely and at 
other times less securely, and to develop unique institutions.

8:05–9:00 p.m. JUDAISM TALKS ABOUT THAT? with Rabbi Sherman
Yes, Judaism is an ancient religion. But it is also a very modern religion 
that applies to our everyday lives in the 21st century. 

In this session we will focus on what Judaism has to say about Sex 
and Sexuality.

All are welcome!

Jewish Summer Camp and Israel Programs
It is not too early to begin making plans for your children’s 

summer. Study after study has shown that children who enjoy a 
Jewish summer camp or Israel experience any time during their 
youth are much more likely to continue to remain positively affiliated 
with Judaism for the rest of their lives. 

Camp Coleman and 6-Points Sports Camp for elementary and 
middle schoolers, and Kutz Camp for high school students–all 
sponsored by the Union for Reform Judaism–offer an invaluable 
Jewish living experience for youth. There are a myriad of summer 
Israel programs available for teens and young adults through the 
URJ as well.  

As a Temple we are committed to helping provide our children 
with this type of summer opportunity. There are scholarships and 
subsidies available. Don’t miss the boat! Register your child today 
for a wonderful summer camp experience. For more information, 
please speak with Rabbi Sherman or Risa Strauss, or go to 
www.urj.org and click on “youth.”

!

Hey, Religious School Grade 7, 
parents, and siblings! JOIN US AT A 
Family Life Event!

“What Makes a Hero?”—an informal 
fun and creative program for the 
entire family! We will enjoy a lovely 
afternoon, a great program, and a 
light lunch and dessert with friends 
from TOL in a comfortable and 
relaxed setting!

Logistics: Bring your family to 
Risa’s home on Dec. 2 at 1:30 p.m. 
(immediately after Religious School) 
and sit back and relax! Please RSVP 
to R isa a t r isa@tolsc .org to 
coordinate!

WHEN: SUNDAY, DEC. 2, 1:30 PM-3:30 PM

WHERE: RISA’S HOUSE

WHAT TO BRING: YOURSELVES

RSVP TO: 803 476 7487 OR RISA@TOLSC.ORG

mailto:risa@tolsc.org
mailto:risa@tolsc.org
http://www.urj.org
http://www.urj.org
mailto:risa@tolsc.org
mailto:risa@tolsc.org
mailto:risa@tolsc.org
mailto:risa@tolsc.org
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Save the Date!

Don’t have time for a trip around the world? 

Come to Sisterhood’s Amazing Grazing 
(formerly known as The Progressive Social) 
to nosh & shmooze your way across the 
globe. 

No layovers! No passport needed!
Free childcare provided.

Saturday, February 2
6:00 p.m.

Look for your invitation in the mail mid-December!

All proceeds benefit the TOL Women of Reform Judaism.

WRJ / SISTERHOOD NEWS

Brotherhood Membership Drive
The Brotherhood membership  drive is underway. If 
you have not already joined for 2012/2013, please 
consider doing so. Your dues allow the Brotherhood to 
provide much needed support to the Temple. You may 
pay online or send a check to the Temple office.

Blood Drive
Sunday, January 13th from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., the 
American Red Cross will be at the Temple for our 
annual blood drive. See the link on the homepage of 
the Temple website to request a donation time. Your 
last donation must be prior to Friday, November 16th 
to be eligible to give. Please consider giving the gift of 
life.

BROTHERHOOD REPORT

TOL Book Club 
The TOL WRJ Book Club  focuses on books 
with a Jewish or Israeli theme. We meet at       
7 p.m. on the second Thursday of  every other 
month. Here is the current schedule:
Thursday, January 10, 2013 Kosher Chinese 
by Michael Levy, meeting at Miyo’s on Forest 
Drive
There is no charge to attend and no 
registration–just show up! New members are 
encouraged. All are welcome. 
Questions? Contact Amanda Hamilton or Ilene 
King.

COLUMBIA JEWISH 
DISASTER RELIEF

A joint effort between Tree of  Life and 
Beth Shalom Synagogue is underway to 
provide disaster support  for people in 
need. Our team is working in conjunction 
with the American Red Cross to provide 
this  support and to receive the necessary 
training.  Our initial venture is  to provide 
meals  for local disasters such as house or 
apartment fires or power outages.    

The Tree of Life Board has agreed to allow our team to use 
the Temple kitchen to prepare these meals. We also have 
people on the team who are interested in sheltering and will 
help with that need when it arises.   

Eventually we hope to expand our focus beyond food 
preparation to coordinating a shelter, as well as providing 
psychological support.  At this time, we are in need of people 
to help  with our initial goal of food preparation.  If you would 
like to help  with food preparation, you may become a 
member of the response team, but it is not required.  
However, there is a free American Red Cross online food 
safety  course everyone is required to complete before they 
may participate. If  you are interested in becoming a member 
of the team or simply want to help with the food preparation, 
please email the Brotherhood at brotherhood@tolsc.org. 
You may also follow us on Facebook at Columbia Jewish 
Disaster Response Organization.

GREEN TEAM UPDATE
Cell Phone Recycling
 greenteam@tolsc.org

Getting a new cell phone? If so, please 
have the data cleared from your old phone  

!

Remember to Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

and bring it and the charger to Tree of Life. The phone 
will be given to Sistercare, a service for battered women 
and their children. Some phones will be programmed to 
only dial 911 and will be given to the clients. Others will 
be sold to raise funds. For more information see http://
www.sistercare.com/cellphone.html.  

There is a collection box on the table outside of the 
office. Recycling your phone may help save a life!  

If your phone is too damaged to be reused, please 
remove the battery and recycle it in our battery collection 
bin.  

mailto:razmanda@gmail.com
mailto:razmanda@gmail.com
mailto:isking@earthlink.net
mailto:isking@earthlink.net
mailto:isking@earthlink.net
mailto:isking@earthlink.net
mailto:Brotherhood@tolsc.org
mailto:Brotherhood@tolsc.org
mailto:greenteam@tolsc.org
mailto:greenteam@tolsc.org
http://www.sistercare.com/cellphone.html
http://www.sistercare.com/cellphone.html
http://www.sistercare.com/cellphone.html
http://www.sistercare.com/cellphone.html
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CHANUKAH

CHANUKAH HAPPENINGS AT 
TREASURES FROM THE TREE

Chanukah will be here soon (Dec. 8th), and 
Treasures from the Tree Judaica Shop has all 
your needs to help make this a special holiday!

menorahs...Chanukah candles...gelt...dreidels... 
jewel ry. . .Chanukah p ins. . .puzz les. . .wooden 
boxes...key chains...cookie cutters...plastic and 
wooden dreidels. . .Chanukah straws.. .men’s 
Chanukah t ies. . .mezzuzahs.. .cards.. .p icture 
frames...wine bibs...mah jongg carrying bags and 
soaps...Bar and Bat Mitzvah gifts...wedding 
gifts...tallit sets...and much more more!

Need an electric menorah? We have several to 
choose from!

Open during Sunday School, 9 a.m.–1 p.m., 
or you may call Donna Magaro at 781-9791 

for an appointment
http://tolsc.org/treasures 

Shabbat of Chanukah
Tree of Life Celebration

Friday, December 14, 2012

Come and welcome 
the Festival of Lights 

with your Temple Family!

6:00 p.m. Chanukah Dinner & Candlelighting
7:00 p.m. Special Family Service with Kitah Hey

The TOL Brotherhood is preparing a Chanukah 
feast including chicken, veggie lasagna, salad, 
challah, and their world-famous latkes!

Bring your own menorah and candles to light!

Costs: $7.50/adult, $5.00/child (ages 5-12)
Maximum cost per family: $25

Seating is LIMITED!

All reservations must be submitted by Friday, 
December 7--no exceptions!

TOL Chanukah Dinner Reservation Form
DEADLINE: Friday, December 7

Name________________________________________

Phone____________ Email______________________

# of Adults! ! ! _____ x $7.50 = _____
# of Children (5-12)! ! _____ x $5.00 = _____
# of Children under age 5! _____ x $0 

! ! ! ! Total Cost:! $____
Please make checks payable to Tree of Life Congregation.

Reservations can also be “made 
and paid” at the TOL website: 

www.tolsc.org

Party down with competitions, too
Let’s celebrate Chanukah the way you like to!
With games, fun food, and friends from town—
Let’s get those dreidels spinning around!

Who:%TOL+BSS,%Grades%346
What:%A%Shalom%to%Chanukah%Happening
When:%Saturday%eve,%Dec.%15,%649pm
Where:%Beth%Shalom%Synagogue

Fee: $5 per child includes Havdalah, 
Chanukah party, dinner, fun 
competitions and prizes, dessert bar, 
and MORE!

RSVP by Dec. 12 to Alon Segal 
at 782-2500, aalon13@yahoo.com 
or to Risa Strauss at 787-2182, 
risa@tolsc.org.

This program is supported by a generous grant from
the Columbia Jewish Federation.

“SHALOM TO CHANUKAH HAPPENING”
CELEBRATE THE 8TH NIGHT OF CHANUKAH

 With  grades  3-6  f rom BSS  and TOL

http://tolsc.org/treasures
http://tolsc.org/treasures
mailto:aalon13@yahoo.com
mailto:aalon13@yahoo.com
mailto:risa@tolsc.org
mailto:risa@tolsc.org
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CHANUKAH
CHANUKAH VOCABULARY

Chanukah: Literally, dedication—also known as the "Festival 
of Lights"—that celebrates the victory of  a small band of Jews 
over the Greco-Syrian army and Hellenism (those who 
followed Greek ways and culture)  in 165 BCE and their fight 
for religious freedom.
Chanukiah: The nine-branched menorah (lamp),  or 
candleholder, used on Chanukah.
Ner: Hebrew for candle
Shamash: Hebrew word for Helper candle used to light other 
candles on Chanukiah

TRADITIONAL POTATO LATKES
12 large potatoes, grated! ! 3 medium onions, grated
4 eggs, beaten lightly ! ! 5 tbsp. flour
3 tsp. salt! ! ! 1 tsp. pepper
oil for deep frying

The secret to great latkes (levivot  in Hebrew) is to remove as 
much liquid from the potatoes and onions as possible.  Put the 
grated potatoes in a clean tea towel and squeeze the liquid out 
of the mixture.  Do the same for the grated onions.  Combine 
all the ingredients and mix together well by hand.

In a heavy skillet, put a ¾”  deep layer of oil.  Heat until 
sizzling.   Form individual pancakes by hand and carefully slide 
into the pan using a slotted spatula.  Fill the pan, but leave 
room between the pancakes.  When the latkes are nicely 
browned on one side, turn carefully and cook until browned on 
the other side and crisp  on the edges.  Remove with a spatula 
and place on paper towels.  Let  the excess grease drain onto 
the paper towel.  Serve immediately for the best taste.  You 
can keep the latkes hot  in a warm oven.  Serve with sour 
cream or applesauce.

Another option is to use a box of potato pancake mix – but 
making latkes from scratch is more fun, and they taste better, 
too!

THE GAME OF DREIDEL
The spinning game of  dreidel has been popular for centuries.  
The dreidel (“top”; sevivon in Hebrew) has four sides, each 
with an imprinted Hebrew letter.   The letters on the dreidel 
stand for “NEIS GADOL HAYAH SHAM – A Great Miracle 
Happened There.”

Begin the game by giving all players an equal number of 
pieces (coins, candies, etc.).  Each player must “ante up” any 
time the pot in the middle is empty.   Players take turn spinning 
the dreidel until it lands on one of the following:

NUN: “None” – get nothing 
GIMMEL: “Get” – take the entire pot

HEY: “Half” – take half of the pot  
SHIN: “Share” – put one in the pot

The player with the most pieces at the end of  the game wins.  
Good luck!

CHANUKAH SONGS

I HAVE A LITTLE DREIDEL
I have a little dreidel, I made it out of clay
And when it’s dry and ready then dreidel I shall play
O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel
I made it out of clay
O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel
Now dreidel I shall play

It has a lovely body, with leg so short and thin
And when it gets all tired, it drops and then I win
O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel …

My dreidel’s always playful, it loves to dance and spin
A happy game of dreidel – come play, now let’s begin!
O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel …

ROCK OF AGES / MAOZ TZUR
Mah-oz  tzur  ye-shu-a-ti,  le-chah  nah-eh  le-sha-bei-ach,
Ti-kon  beit  te-fi-la-ti,  ve-sham  to-dah  ne-za-bei-ach.
Le-eit  tah-chin  mat-bei-ach,  mi-tzar  ha-me-na-bei-ach.
Az  eg-mor,  be-shir  miz-mor,  cha-nu-kat  ha-miz-bei-ach.  {2x}

Rock of Ages, let our song
Praise Your saving power;
You, amid the raging foes,
Were our sheltering tower.
Furious they assailed us,
But Your arm availed us.
And Your word broke their sword,!
When our own strength failed us. {2x}

LIGHT ONE CANDLE  (Peter Yarrow)
Light one candle for the Maccabee children, 
give thanks that their light didn’t die.
Light one candle for the pain they endured, 
when their right to exist was denied.
Light one candle for the terrible sacrifice justice and freedom demand.
And light one candle for the wisdom to know 
when the peacemaker’s time is at hand.
!
Chorus:
Don’t let the light go out, it’s lasted for so many years.
Don’t let the light go out, let it shine through our love and our tears.

Light one candle for the strength that we need 
to never become our own foe.
Light one candle for those who are suffering 
the pain we learned so long ago.
Light one candle for all we believe in, let anger not tear us apart.
And light one candle to bind us together, 
with peace as the song in our heart.
(Chorus)

What is the memory that’s valued so highly, 
that we keep alive in that flame?
What’s the commitment to those who have died, when we cry out: 
‘They’ve not died in vain’?
We have come this far, always believing, 
that justice will somehow prevail.
This is the burden, and this is the promise, and this is why we will not fail!
(Chorus)   
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TGIS–THANK GOD IT’S SHABBAT!
Family Service and Shabbat Dinner

6 pm Friday, January 11, 2013

We are bringing back a favorite to Friday nights at TOL: TGIS–Thank God It’s Shabbat! Come to Temple for a 
different Shabbat experience. We will begin at 6:00 p.m. with a special early and more informal Family Service for all 
ages with lots of singing. After services, we will join together as one large Temple family for a traditional and healthy 
catered Shabbat dinner. 

Cost for Dinner
Adults: $10.00

Children (ages 3-13 yrs): $5.00
Children under 3 yrs: Free

Maximum cost per family: $25.00

Sorry, we cannot guarantee dinners for those without reservations.  
Your payment must be received by the Temple office no later than Friday, Jan. 4. 

Reservations will be taken on a first-come, first-pay basis.  

Make your checks payable to Tree of Life Congregation
and mail your check and reservation form to:

Tree of Life Congregation, 6719 North Trenholm Road, Columbia, SC 29206

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Tree of Life Congregation – TGIS Dinner – Friday, January 11, 2013

Name ______________________________________________!Phone _____________________

Number Attending: Adults ______ ! Children ______! Amount Enclosed $____________     Ck# ________

Visit TOL’s website 
and 

Facebook page
for even more 

pictures!

TOL IN PHOTOS
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Mazel Tov to:
Susan Brill, on her reelection to the Richland II District 

School Board

Refuah Shleima
Get well wishes to TOL members recently hospitalized or 
at home recovering: Robin Chapman, Nancy Reeves, 
Sandy Sims, and Elsie Wolff.

Condolences to:
Donna & Ernie Magaro & family, on the loss of her 

mother Rhea Stern

Honor Roll
We salute and thank our wonderful volunteers!

Office – Joan Amado, Ann Gaton, Sandy Hertz, 
Sheila King
Religious School Office – Joan Tucker
Hospital Patient List – Sandy Hertz
Green Team / Recycling – Carolyn Hudson

Rick Mendel
Jennifer Savitz
Marilyn Barkan
Annabelle Bennett
Ned Strauss
Joan Amado
Benjamin Ginsberg
Anselle Blackmon
Max Miller
Jeff Moses
Leeds Barroll
Gabe Contino
Steve Savitz
Karen Beattie
Abi Crawford
Brian Glavey
Lee Williams

Dec. 1
Dec. 3
Dec. 4
Dec. 4
Dec. 4
Dec. 6
Dec. 7
Dec. 8
Dec. 8
Dec. 8
Dec. 9
Dec. 9
Dec. 9
Dec. 10
Dec. 10
Dec. 10
Dec. 10

Neil Parks
Janna Sherman
Harvey Helman
Joan Tucker
Steve Cohen
Andrew Beattie
Al Cohen
Rosann Canady
Belle Fields
Carolyn Hudson
Roberta Friedland
Walton Selig
Laurie Slack
Barbara Levy
Pam Feuerstein
Keya Novinbakht
Irina Volynets

Dec. 11
Dec. 12
Dec. 14
Dec. 14
Dec. 15
Dec. 16
Dec. 16
Dec. 17
Dec. 17
Dec. 17
Dec. 18
Dec. 18
Dec. 18
Dec. 19
Dec. 20
Dec. 20
Dec. 20

Riyler Coffman
Roger Kuperman
Bill Sims
Helga Cohen
Lance Thompson
Rabbi Leah Doberne-Schor
Judith Kalb
Jaia Kattan
Hannah Amado
Boris Veytskin
Violette Chartock
Nathaniel Cason
Bessie Garber
Marcia Medway
Abby McConahay
Allen Alexander
Ron McKnight

Dec. 21
Dec. 21
Dec. 21
Dec. 23
Dec. 24
Dec. 25
Dec. 25
Dec. 25
Dec. 26
Dec. 26
Dec. 27
Dec. 28
Dec. 28
Dec. 28
Dec. 30
Dec. 31
Dec. 31

Barbara & Bill Rast
Cheryl & Allan Nail
Gwen & Sid Sasiene
Sandy & Ed Hertz
Janet & Michael Paul
Kay & Ira Radin
Arline & Jerry Polinsky
Cyndi & Gregory Katz
Morgan & Rabbi Daniel Sherman!

December 14
December 18
December 19
December 20
December 21
December 22
December 26
December 27
December 28

MEMBER NEWS

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Belle Fields 
will be honored for her 100th birthday

December 7, 2012 @ 7:30pm
during the Shabbat Evening Service

December 7   – Dana Cason
December 14 – Risa Strauss
December 21 – Myrna Cohen
December 28 – Cheri Alexander

WRJ SHABBAT SERVICE REPS
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COMMUNITY NEWS

MONDAY &  
WEDNESDAY  
IN THE GYMNASIUM

4:30 – 6:00 pm

Boys & Girls   
Grades  8 – 12

VOLLEYBALL CLINIC DATES 
November 26 & 28, 2012 

December 3, 5, 10, & 12, 2012

Come try this exciting and challenging 
new sport available exclusively  
at the JCC led by experienced  

Coach Megan Sanger

Members: $10 per session 
Non-Members: $15 per session

6 Session Special Package Price:  
Members: $50, Non-Members: $75

PLEASE SIGN UP AT THE FRONT DESK 

For more information contact  
Coach Megan Sanger at sanger.megan@yahoo.com 

or 803 787 2023 ext. 309

YOUTH VOLLEYBALL
CLINICS AT THE JCC

J
You belong here.
CC

C
O

S
T

306 Flora Drive, Columbia, SC 29224 ~ Jcccolumbia.org

Come Make 
A Splash!

Pre Beginner ~ Ages 3-4 yeArs

Six (6) 30 minute lessons with up  
to 4 participants

Beginner – intermediAte  
Ages  5- 12 yeArs

Six (6) 45 minute lessons with up to  
6 participants

Tuesday & Thursday 
Start time: 6:35 pm 

Dates: Nov. 27, 29, Dec. 4, 6, 11, & 13

Cost: Members $60; Non-members $82

&KLOGUHQ�ZLOO�EH�HYDOXDWHG�RQ�WKH�ÀUVW�GD\�RI � 
LQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�SODFHG�LQ�JURXSV�EDVHG�XSRQ� 

FXUUHQW�VNLOO�OHYHO�DQG�DJH�

Group Swimming Lessons at the JCC

For more information & sign up contact  
Lindsay Agostini, Aquatics Director  

803 787 2023 ext 306 
OLQGVD\D#MFFFROXPELD�RUJ

Katie & Irwin Kahn  
Jewish Community Center 

306 Flora Drive, Columbia, SC 29224 
www.jcccolumbia.org

J
You belong here.
CC

Starting on Thursday, 
December 20, 2012

Ages 2- 15 years

FREE early drop-off & 
late pick up available

Fun and Games at the JCC 
WInter Break Camp!

Sports | Arts & Crafts | Swimming | Games and more . . .

Dates: December 20, 21, 26, 27, 28, January 2, 2013

Times:  7:30 am (early drop off)

 8:30 am (camp starts)

 4:30 pm (camp ends)

 5:30 pm (late pick up)

SAFE
SECURE ENVIRONMENT

PROFESSIONAL STAFF

“THE AMAZING RACE” THEMED CAMP ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:

Fees Per Day: Member; $30, Non-member; $40 (morning & afternoon snack included)
Discount rate for all 6 days in advance: Member; $160, Non-member; $210

S I G N  U P  T O D AY !
Registration deadline December 17, 2012 

J
You belong here.
CC Contact Front Desk or 

Nicole 803 673 7933
nicolem@jcccolumbia.org

!

!

Join!us!at!the!Katie!&!Irwin!Kahn!Jewish!Community!Center!for!our!first!ever!Holiday!Bazaar!!!We’ll!have!
a!wide!assortment!of!vendors!sure!to!satisfy!the!pickiest!of!gift!givers.!!Admission(is(FREE!!!Preview!our!
vendors!at:!http://bit.ly/2012HolidayBazaar!!

Sunday,(December(2,(2012(
10(am(–(4(pm(

Katie!&!Irwin!Kahn!Jewish!Community!Center!
306!Flora!Drive!

Columbia,!SC!29224!

Questions?!!Contact!Laurie!Slack!at!lauries@jcccolumbia.org!
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November 2
Linda Ackerman & Carolyn Derrick and families, 

in memory of Jean Helman
Beth & Harvey Helman, in memory of Jean Helman
Ellen & Richard Helman, in memory of Jean Helman
Gail & Marvin Bienstock, in memory of Bernard Havens and 

in memory of Miriam Havens
Deborah & Allan Brett and Shirley Levine, in memory of 

Irving W. Levine
Jennifer & Hans Mykytyn and Matthew Train, in memory of 

Lena Goldblatt
Jan Rivers, in memory of Arthur Park
Elsie Wolff, in memory of Louis M. Wolff
 
November 9  
Linda Ackerman & Carolyn Derrick and families, 

in memory of Nathan Helman
Cathie Freibert & Allyson Belasco, in memroy of 

Simon Belasco
Sam & Jane Friedman, in memory of Marion Breyer
Karen & Mark Goldenfield, in memory of Pearl Atran
Ann & Marc Posner, in memory of Arlene Simons
Sarra & Feliks Rabinovich and family, in memory of 

Volf Volfson
The Reyner family, in memory of Alan Jay Reyner, 

Jeffrey Love Reyner, & Tobae Love Reyner

November 16 
Joe Abuelo, in memory of Pat Abuelo
Robin & Rick Chapman and family, in memory of 

Wendy Jill Reyner
Alan & Marcia Geers, in memory of Herbert Stern
Jeff, Peggy, & Danny Miller, in memory of Marion Miller
Sid & Gwen Sasiene, in memory of Mary C. Hagenbuch
Igor & Irina Volynets, in memory of Hilya Luchino
Vee Wayburn, in memory of Richard Wayburn
Howie Weiss, in memory of Nettie Weiss

November 23
Meri Gergel and Richard & Belinda Gergel, in memory of 

Sam Friedman
Mark & Karen Goldenfield, in memory of Rae Goldenfield
Arthur & Yuliana Iskhakov, in memory of Iosif Iskhakov
Gary Silverfield, in memory of Mildred Silverfield

November 30
Annette Goldstein & family, in memory of Muriel Masur
The Rast family, in memory of Muriel Masur
Martin Lefkowitz, in memory of Betty Lefkowitz
Art, Barb, Adrienne, Alex, & Andrew Levy, in memory of 

Robert Allen Levy
Jeff, Aleka, Kiber, & Sam Selig, in memory of Trudy Selig
Lewis & Maryann Lapine, in memory of Selma Lapine

BIMAH FLOWERS

December 7 - Tillie W. Kaufman*, Viola W. Levenson, 
Jeannette Rosichan*, Roma Arov, Julia Merlin, Selma 
Levin, Laura Zaidman*, Sarah Bazerman*, Theodore 
Kole*, Max Krautler*, Ben Stern, Minnie Brown, Sam 
Cohen, Joseph Harold Ginsberg, Giza Nisenholz, Louis 
Burger*, Joseph George Helman*, Clyde F. Quick, Mamie 
K. Tolochko*

December 14 – Richard Herzog, Louis Kohn*, Sonya 
Rabinovich, Sophie Goldblatt*, Hershel Hark*, Henry 
Hennig*, Libby Paul*, Jack Sullivan, Lena W. Hennig*, 
Israel Merlin, Joseph Nifoussi, Russell Sheckler, Sheila 
Nudelman, Helen Spencer, Philip Turner, Pauline Wheeler

December 21 – Betty Lee Schlager, Louis Burns 
Simmons*, Julius Winter*, Jack Lapine*, Meyer Loeb*, 
Clara Blick, Ben Levin*, Arnold David Lutz*, Morris 
Rubenstein, Hyman Rubin, Sr.*, Georgianne  Schwartz, 
Jacob Blick, Anna Chaves Halprin*, Yefim Khaim Krupnik, 
Paul Southard, Eleanor Lerner Bush, Myron Bernard 
Kahn*, Albert Schwartz*

December 28 – Alfred Brauer, Eugene Kreiselman, 
Stephen Mendel*, Sylvia Savitz*, Sarah Schwartz, Tzila 
Arov, Ida Read Savitz*, Stanley Abrams*, Solomon Lourie, 
Charles Bradford, Jr., Ina Chernoff, Murray King, Bertha 
M. Kole*, J.T. Pearlstine*, Rona Russ, Marian V. 
Waxelbaum*, Herbert Young, Marvin Selig, Rhea S. 
Wittenberg*, David E. Cohn*, Jacob J. Freedman

*name memorialized by a plaque in the sanctuary

YAHRZEITS

ONEG SHABBAT HOSTS
December 7, 2012 – Chair: Ellen Humphries, Phil & 
Marisa Kornblut, Michael & Simone Kozlov, Todd & Carly 
Kraemer, Roger & Faye Kuperman, Steven & Sally 
Langer, Lewis & Maryann Lapine

December 14, 2012 – Chair: Amanda Hamilton, 
Jonathan & Bonnie Leader, Martin & Wannelle Lefkowitz, 
Art & Barb Levy, Ben Lipton, Jane Littmann, Ernie & 
Donna Magaro

December 21, 2012 – Chair: Ilene King, Matthew Marcus 
& Kelly Stein-Marcus, Ron Maris & Beth Troy Maris, David 
& Marla May, Tom & Joan McGee, Leah Meador

December 28, 2012 – Chair: Cheryl Nail, Rich & Diane 
Mellitz, Rick & Sandy Mendel, Steve Merlin, Bruce & LA 
Miller, Jeff & Peggy Miller, Michael & Dale Morris

Note: If you are unable to bake or purchase Oneg Shabbat 
refreshments you may donate $20.00. Homemade goods are 
always preferable. Checks need to be sent to the temple office 
two weeks prior to your Oneg Shabbat date. Thank you!
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General Fund
Anonymous 
Jocelyn & Bob Burg, in memory of Annette Carson
Jocelyn & Bob Burg, in memory of Joel Levy
Jocelyn & Bob Burg, in memory of Sig Friedman
Dr. & Mrs. Harvey E. Merlin, in honor of Steve Merlin
Maitland & Stephney Rose, Happy Birthday wishes to 

Libbie Fechter
David Shaw, in memory of Ethel Greenberg
TOL Brotherhood

Endowment Fund
Rob and Amy Scully, wishing Ned and Julie Strauss a 

Mazel Tov on the birth of their granddaughter 
Emma Levin

Harriet Posner, wishing Ned and Julie Strauss a 
Mazel Tov on the birth of their granddaughter 
Emma Levin

Memorial Plaque
Revera Wayburn, in memory of Marilyn Shapiro

Prayer Book
Debbie & Rick Cohn, in memory of Rhea Stern

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Maryann & Lewis Lapine
Bonnie Long
Faye Miller
Abraham Stern
Lea Weiner

Religious School Fund
TOL Sisterhood

Sukkah Bricks
TOL Brotherhood, in honor of Ed Hertz
TOL Brotherhood, in honor of Patrick Contino

Youth Activities Fund
Annette Goldstein, in appreciation for High Holy Day 

honors

We gratefully acknowledge the following thoughtful donations:

CONTRIBUTIONS

General Funds ($5 minimum donation unless otherwise 
noted)

• Building Fund ($10 minimum)
• Choir  Fund
• Foyer Tree Fund ($72/leaf) – to purchase & 

inscribe a leaf
• General Fund
• High Holy Day / Passover Fund – to help cover 

holiday operating expenses
• Library Fund – to help provide books & 

resources for TOL library.
• Memorial Board & Plaque Fund ($500/plaque) 

– to purchase a yahrzeit plaque for the 
sanctuary memorial boards.

• Prayer Book Fund ($30 minimum) – to purchase 
a Shabbat prayer book

• Rabbi’s Discretionary fund – to render 
emergency assistance to individuals, 
promote Jewish causes, and to open 
opportunities for Jewish learning and spiritual 
development. 

• Religious School Fund – to help cover regular 
operating expenses & educational resources 
of the religious school.

• Religious School Neil Cartiff Memorial Fund – 
to support teacher and leadership training

• Youth Activities Fund – to provide financial aid 
for helping our students participate in Israel 
programs, URJ summer camps, and NFTY 
regional events.

Sisterhood Funds  ($5 minimum donation)
• Reyner Convention Fund – to send Sisterhood 

members to conventions.
• Courtesy Fund – to help beautify the Temple.
• Evelyn & Dan Daniel Leadership Development 

Fund – to send youth to leadership camp 
(formerly known as the TYG Fund)

Endowment Funds  ($25 minimum donation)  
• General Endowment Fund
• Jeanette Birch Endowment Fund – for grounds 

beautification.
• Diane Brown Sobel Endowment Fund – helps 

purchase items for the Religious School.
• Marian D. Fleischman Endowment Fund – 

helps fund TOL programming.
• Ralph & Sarah Levine Endowment Fund – for 

capital improvements to our building.
• Sylvia & Sam Savitz Music Enrichment 

Endowment Fund
• Jonathan Train Youth Group Endowment 

Fund

TOL FUND DIRECTORY
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
9:00am 

Sunday School  
for Adults 

 

11:45am 
“Keeping  December  

in  Perspective”   
Discussion 

3 4 
6:00-9:00PM 

Adult Education 

5 
6:00pm 

Executive 
Committee 

Meeting 
 

6:00pm 
Chai School 

6 7 
6:45pm 

KIDZ Shabbat 
 

7:30pm  
Shabbat Service 
honoring Belle 
Fields’  100th  

Birthday 

8 
10:00am 
Shabbat  

Morning Service 
& Torah Study 

 
EVE OF 

CHANUKAH 

9 
RELIGIOUS 

SCHOOL 
CHANUKAH 
HAPPENING 

 
9:00am 

Sunday School  
for Adults 

10 
CHANUKAH 

11 
CHANUKAH 

 
 

12 
CHANUKAH 

13 
CHANUKAH 

14 
CHANUKAH 

 
6:00pm 

Chanukah Dinner 
 

7:00pm  
Family Service 

w/Kitah Hey 

15 
CHANUKAH 

 
 

16 
LAST DAY OF  
CHANUKAH 

 
1:15pm 
Teacher 

In-Service 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 
 

21 
7:30pm  

Shabbat Service 

22 
 

 

23 
NO 

RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
7:30pm  

Shabbat Service 

29 
 

30 
NO 

RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL 

31 
NEW  YEAR’S  

EVE 

1 
NEW  YEAR’S 

DAY 

2 3 4 
6:45pm 

KIDZ Shabbat 
 

7:30pm  
Shabbat Service 

5 

December  2012 

Hebrew
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TREE OF LIFE CONGREGATION
Established 1896

6719 North Trenholm Road * Columbia, SC 29206
Office: (803) 787-2182 * Fax (803) 787-0309

Website: www.tolsc.org
Email: info@tolsc.org

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Closed daily 12 noon - 1:00 pm

RABBI Daniel M. Sherman
rabbisherman@tolsc.org
RABBI EMERITUS Sanford T. Marcus, D.D.
Risa Strauss, RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR
risa@tolsc.org
Cheryl Nail, COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR
cheryl@tolsc.org
OFFICERS
President! Rick Cohn
First Vice President! Alan Brill
Second Vice President! Paul Westfall
Secretary! Lisa Helfer
Treasurer! Marc Posner
Immediate Past President! Steve Savitz
BOARD MEMBERS
Laney Cohen! ! !   Kim Moses
Richard Cohen! ! !   Arline Polinsky
Eric Feuerstein! ! !   Marc Rapport
Annette Goldstein! !   Amy Scully
Bruce Greenberg! !   Jeff Selig
Debbie Greenhouse! !   Jeff Silver
Donna Magaro !! !   Julie Strauss
Bruce Miller! ! !   G. Todd Weiss
LIFETIME BOARD MEMBERS
Bernard Fleischman, Jr.!    Howard Weiss
Stephen Savitz

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Endowment! Ned Strauss
Finance! Debra Tedeschi
Fundraising!
House & Grounds! Brad Smith
Membership ! Annette Goldstein
Outreach! Debra Tedeschi
Religious School Board! Linda Kerner
Ritual! Richard Cohen
Social Action! Ilene King
AFFILIATES
Brotherhood President! David Carr
Sisterhood Presidents! Cheri Alexander and 
! Donna Magaro
COFTY President! Elena Carr
TOL NEWSLETTER
Designer/Editor! Cheryl Nail
Proofreader! Marc Rapport
TEMPLE STAFF
Office Manager! Linda Frederico
Custodian! Demitris Gilmore
TEMPLE MUSICIANS
Music Director! Sharon Witherell
Director Emeritus! Jackie McNeil

Tree of Life Congregation
6719 North Trenholm Road
Columbia, SC 29206
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