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Fri., Apr. 6! First Night of Passover
6:00 p.m.! Short Shabbat Service
6:30 p.m.! Congregational Passover Seder

Sat., Apr. 7! First Day of Passover
10:00 a.m.! Shabbat & Festival Morning Service 
! ! and Torah Study

Thurs., Apr. 12!Last Night of Passover
7:00 p.m.! Concluding Day & Yizkor Service

Fri., Apr. 13
6:45 p.m.! KIDZ Shabbat
7:30 p.m.! Shabbat Eve Service*

Fri., Apr. 20
7:30 p.m.! Shabbat Eve Service
! ! Torah: Shemini, Lev. 9:1 – 11:47

Fri., Apr. 27! Yom HaAtzmaut
6:30 p.m.! Israeli-Style Potluck Dinner
7:30 p.m.! Special Service for Shabbat & 
! ! Yom HaAtzmaut*
! ! Led by the students of Kitah Bet 
! ! (2nd level Hebrew)
! ! Torah: Tazria/Metzora, Lev. 12:1 – 15:33

Fri., May 4! Sisterhood Shabbat
6:45 p.m.! KIDZ Shabbat
7:30 p.m.! Special Shabbat Eve Service*
! ! Led by Women of Reform Judaism
! ! Torah: Acharei Mot/Kedoshim, 
! ! Lev. 16:1 – 20:27

Sat., May 5
10:00 a.m.! Shabbat Morning Service & Torah 
! ! Study

* Childcare is available for services.

CHAG SAMEACH! 
HAPPY PASSOVER!

First Night of Passover: Friday, April 6
Last Day of Passover: Friday, April 13

___________________________________

THE BIG NOSH™ 
IS BACK!
Tree of Life
Jewish Food & 
Cultural Festival

Sunday, April 22
11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

We need your help!  Please plan on volunteering 
and being there for TOL’s 3rd Annual Jewish Cultural 
Festival on Sunday, April 22 from 11:00am to 
6:00pm.  See more information inside…
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TEMPLE NEWS

Do you shop at CVS, Walgreens, Lowes, Home Depot, Amazon, Barnes and Noble, Target, Sam’s, or Wal-Mart?  
Do you eat at Starbucks, Outback, Carrabba’s, Panera, or Bonefish?  Do you go the movies at Regal or AMC 
theaters?  If you answered yes to even one of the retailers or restaurants listed and want to help the Tree of Life, 
then please consider participating in a painless fundraiser, Tree of Life Bucks Back Program.  The list below is just a 
sample of the over 1,000 retailers who participate. 

Retailer or Restaurant Gift Card Your Spending 
Power

% 
Contribution

Tree of Life 
Revenue

CVS or Walgreens $25 or $100 $25 or $100 6% $1.50 or $6.00

Lowes/ Home Depot $25 or $100 $25 or $100 4% $1.00 or $4.00

Amazon $25 or $100 $25 or $100 4% $1.00 or $4.00

Barnes and Noble $25 or $100 $25 or $100 9% $2.25 or $9.00

Target $25 or $100 $25 or $100 2% $.50 or $2.00

Sam’s/Wal-Mart $25 or $100 $25 or $100 2% $.50 or $2.00

Starbucks $25 $25 7% 1.75
Outback/Carrabba’s/Bonefish $25 $25 8% $2

Panera $10 or $25 $10 or $25 9% $.90 or $2.25

Regal Cinemas $25 $25 8% $2
AMC Theaters $25 $25 12% $3

Next order is due April 8th.  Please call Amy Scully at 497-3319 or e-mail at ascully.59@gmail.com to learn how you 
can participate.

BUCKS BACK PROGRAM

LAST DAY OF PASSOVER SERVICE
Thursday, April 12 at 7:00 p.m.

Come join us for this special festival service marking the beginning of the last day of Passover.  The service includes 
our Yizkor Memorial Service (similar to the Yom Kippur Yizkor service), at which we will read the names of all those 
in our congregation who have died since the beginning of 5772.

YOM HA’ATZMAUT 5772
Israel’s Independence Day

Friday, April 27, 2012
Come join us for a special Shabbat at Temple this month as we celebrate Israel’s 64th birthday.  We will begin with 
an “Israeli-styled” potluck dinner at 6:30 p.m.  Please bring salads, chummus, pita, and other favorites; TOL will 
provide falafel and borekas.

At 7:30 p.m. our Kitah Bet (2nd level Hebrew) students will help to lead a special Shabbat service as we remember 
and give thanks for the land of Israel, our people’s homeland.  Come dressed in blue and white and join us for this 
festive evening at Temple.

SAVE THE DATE: SHAVUOT 5772
Please mark your calendars for Sunday, May 27, 2012 as we celebrate the Festival of Shavuot with our 
Confirmation Service at 10:00 a.m.  Please plan on being part of this special holiday and memorable service, and 
support our 10/11th graders and their families.

mailto:ascully.59@gmail.com
mailto:ascully.59@gmail.com
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April Overview
by Rabbi Daniel M. Sherman

PESACH/PASSOVER
The following Passover instructions come directly from the book of Exodus: “This 

day shall be to you one of remembrance: you shall celebrate it as a festival to God 
throughout the ages; you shall celebrate it as an institution for all time.  Seven days you 
shall eat unleavened bread; on the very first day you shall remove leaven from your 
houses, for whoever eats leavened bread from the first day to the seventh day, that 
person shall be cut off from Israel.  You shall celebrate a sacred occasion on the first 
day, and a sacred occasion on the seventh day – no work at all shall be done on them; 
only what every person is to eat, that alone may be prepared for you.  You shall

observe the Festival of Matzot (Unleavened Bread), for on 
this very day I brought your ranks out of the land of Egypt; 
you shall observe this day throughout the ages as an 
institution for all time.  In the first month, from the 
fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall eat 
unleavened bread until the twenty-first day of the month at 
evening” (Exodus 12: 14-18).

So what do we learn about Passover from this Torah 
teaching?

(1) The purpose of Passover is to remember.  We 
remember that once we were slaves in Egypt.  We 
remember the bitter taste of slavery and how the cruel 
Egyptians embittered our lives.  We remember how God 
freed us with an outstretched arm and mighty hand.  We 
remember the miracles and wonders that took place, and 
we remember how Moses led us out.  We remember: this 
is what God did for US when WE were slaves in Egypt.  
And we remember that we have an obligation to work for 
the freedom of all people.

(2) Passover is to be celebrated for all time by every 
generation of Jews.  We must look upon ourselves as if we 
were the ones who left Egypt.

(3) Passover is a seven-day festival, and we are 
instructed to eat matzah on each of the seven days.

(4) We prepare for Passover by removing chametz/
leaven from our homes, and then we try not to eat 
chametz for the duration of Passover.

(5) The first and last days of Passover are the most 
holy.  Therefore we have a special ceremony, the seder, 
with which to welcome Passover, and a special service to 
mark the last day of Passover.

Hopefully this will help get us into the mood for 
Passover, one of our most beloved and important holidays 
of the year.  Seder occurs on Friday evening, April 6.  This 
year we moved the congregational seder to the first night 
because it begins on Shabbat.  We will have a short 
Shabbat eve service beginning at 6:00pm, immediately 
followed by the seder at 6:30pm.  We will celebrate 
Passover with a festive meal and retelling of the story.  
Hopefully, all have already made their reservations for the 
seder, as we are anticipating a large gathering.  We hope 
that everyone – whether celebrating with us at Temple or 
at home with family and friends – has a wonderful and 
meaningful seder.  Please note that we will have a 

Shabbat & Festival morning service on Saturday, April 7, at 
10:00am.

I also want to bring to your attention our concluding 
day of Passover service, which will be held on Thursday 
evening, April 12.  We will mark the beginning of the end of 
the holiday and include our Yizkor/Memorial Service, at 
which we will recite the names of all of those who have 
died this year since the High Holy Days.

YOM HASHOAH
We will observe Yom HaShoah, our annual Holocaust 

Remembrance Day, on Thursday, April 19.  I hope you will 
plan on attending our community memorial service that 
evening at 7:00pm at Beth Shalom Synagogue.  It is 
wonderful and so very important for us to come together 
as one greater community to remember our brothers and 
sisters who were killed in the Holocaust.  I think this year’s 
service will be especially meaningful, as we hear from a 
Holocaust survivor, light six candles to remember the six 
million Jewish victims, and thank those who liberated the 
camps.  There will also be a very moving musical 
presentation.  Please also plan on participating in the other 
events of the “Week of Remembrance” on April 15-21 (see 
more information in the newsletter).

THE BIG NOSH™
I am very excited about this year’s TOL BIG NOSH™.  

I want to thank everyone who has already worked so hard 
behind the scenes.  Please talk up this great event with 
everyone you know.  We hope to welcome even more 
people to Temple on Sunday, April 22 for great food, music 
& entertainment, activities, shopping, and learning 
opportunities.  There’s something for everyone at the Big 
Nosh™.  But most importantly – we need your help to 
make this event a success!

YOM HA’ATZMAUT
This month we also celebrate Israel’s 64th birthday.  

We will have a special dinner and service on Friday, April 
27 to celebrate Yom HaAtzmaut – Israel’s Independence 
Day.  We will celebrate the amazing achievements of our 
Jewish homeland and pray for her peace and security.  
Please join us!

I want to wish everyone a Chag Sameach!  And see 
you at Temple!

!

FROM THE RABBI
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A Jewish Foodie’s Guide to April
by Risa Strauss

When I was in the bank the other day, one of the tellers shared with me that she 
was giving up men and chocolate for Lent. Well, I honestly am not too familiar with 
the rituals associated with Lent, but I understood that she was just trying to be 
humorous, so I laughed.  However, deep down her comment made me totally 
appreciate the fact that in my Jewish life, other than a few fast days and embracing 
all things matzah on Pesach, I really do not have to spend any time ruminating 
about what I am “giving up,” especially yummy sugary confections and half the 
human race. And if anything (thank goodness), ritually and culturally as Jews, if 
there is a way to incorporate food into a commemoration or holiday, we will find it.

So, without further adieu…I present you with: “A Jewish Foodie’s Guide to the Month of April!”
Passover Delicacies
Passover begins this year with Seder on Friday evening, April 6, and concludes on Friday, April 13. 

!
FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR

Passover “Matz-overs”
These are great unleavened additions to the Passover diet—
they are unexpected and are unbelievably tummy-filling.  
They also work really well in lunch boxes: fill with meat, tuna, 
or cheese, or serve with butter and jelly!  From: Cooking the 
Israeli Way
Ingredients

• 1 c. water
• 1/3 c. oil
• ½ tsp. salt
• 1 c. matzah meal

Directions 
1. Preheat oven to 450 degrees.
2. In medium saucepan, bring water and oil to a boil.
3. Add the salt and matzah meal and continue cooking 

and stirring until the dough no longer sticks to the 
sides of the pan.

4. Remove from heat and add unbeaten eggs 1 at a 
time, beating thoroughly after each addition.

5. Drop dough by the teaspoonful on lightly greased 
baking sheet and bake for 25 minutes.

6. Reduce heat to 325 degrees and bake 30-40 
minutes until browned.

7. When cool, carefully slit along one side and enjoy.

Yom HaShoah, Holocaust Remembrance Day, is observed on Thursday, April 19.  For the most part from my 
experience this historical event has been commemorated by community and religious memorial services, art and 
music exhibits, speakers, study sessions and the like.  In Israel, a siren sounds for one minute at which time 
EVERYTHING stops, so we can REMEMBER. Associating food with this day seems rather incongruous. However, 
there is a genre of Holocaust-related material that has been published in the last few years that focuses on the 
survivors and their memories in terms of food, and this is so LUCKY for us.  Because by celebrating and painstakingly 
writing down the cuisine of the people and villages and cultures that were lost during the Shoah we are better able to 
understand our histories - especially in terms of food!
This recipe comes from June Feiss Hersh’s Recipes Remembered: a Collection of Recipes from Holocaust Survivors.  
The name of this recipe is Potato Chip Kugel, though there isn’t a single potato chip in it. The potato chip refers to the 
characteristic crispiness of the dish. The contributor is Rae Kushner who is from Lithuania, where this kugel 
originated.

Potato Chip Kugel
Ingredients

• 1 (12ounce bag of noodles) rice noodles or whole 
wheat 

• 2 tablespoons vegetable oil
• 2 eggs lightly beaten
• Salt (appox ¾ t ) and pepper between 1/8 and ¼ t of  

freshly cracked depending upon how peppery you 
like your kugel

Directions
1. Boil the noodles according to package directions 

and drain. If using leftover noodles rinse them in 
warm water and drain.

2. Heat oil in frying pan. Non-stick pans work best.
3. Combine cooked noodles with beaten eggs and 

spices.
4. Cook in oiled frying pan over medium heat until the 

underside is golden brown. Then flip and continue 
browning until the other side is very crisp.  To reheat 
wrap in foil and make a slit. You can freeze this. 

! Yield: 8 servings 30 min prep time. 
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The Big Nosh™ – Tree of Life’s annual Jewish Food and Cultural Festival will be held on Sunday, April 22.  It is a true 
labor of love for all involved. Our Rabbi Emeritus, Sanford Marcus, makes a delicious challah. Since we welcome 
Shabbat every week, regardless of the month – I have decided to include that recipe here: 

Rabbi Marcus’ Challah
Ingredients:  

o 1 cup spring water (i.e. non chlorinated/
fluoridated)

o 1 heaping teaspoon salt
o 1/3 cup sugar
o [1 full egg + 1 egg white] slightly beaten 

(save second yolk)
o 1/3 cup canola oil (or veg/corn/safflower)
o 5 cups white bread flour
o 3 tsp yeast

Directions
1. Into bread machine pour water.  Add egg mixture, 

oil, sugar and salt.  Then sprinkle in flour with large 
spoon or ladle.  Add yeast on top and put in bread 
machine.  Use dough cycle until ready.

2. Immediately or very soon after dough cycle ends 
take out dough and place on a floured board – or 
better yet, a granite counter top (it doesn’t require 
flour and is less likely to stick).   Cut off 
approximately 1/3 of dough mass and set aside.

3. With the other 2/3 divide it into three equal portions.  
Roll each into a long log.  Put the three together, 
pinched at one end and radiating out about 120 

degrees from one another.  Braid the three logs and 
pinch the other end.  Now set it on a greased cookie 
sheet and do the same with the 1/3 part of dough 
you set aside.

4. Lay the second braided dough (it’s smaller than the 
first) on top of the first.  With palms of hands press 
down to flatten slightly.  Then brush the entire loaf 
slightly with oil ( to prevent drying.)   Cover with wax 
paper and let sit in a darkened place, preferably 
room temperature to 90 degrees, for about 2 hours.  
The dough will have risen to about 3 times original 
size.

5. Preheat oven to 375 degrees.  Meanwhile take out 
the egg yolk you saved in a cup.  Add 1 teaspoon of 
water and beat until thoroughly mixed.  Coat the 
challah with the egg mixture.  Use your finger tips or 
a spreader to do so.  Sprinkle with your favorite 
seeds.  I use sesame or poppy.  Otherwise keep it 
plain.  Bake in oven for 24 minutes and then place 
on a cooling rack.

6. The challah freezes well.  For best results freeze in 
an air-tight bag about an hour or two after placing on 
the rack.  It is tastiest, however, when served still 
slightly warm and fresh from the oven.

Yom HaZikaron and Yom Ha’atzmaut are Israel’s Memorial Day and Independence Day, in that order, and this year 
April 25 and 26 are the designated days for celebration.  When dreaming of Israeli food, one often thinks of the now 
ubiquitous falafel ball….but believe it or not, there is life beyond falafel. Just check out this link to an Israeli food tour! 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b1RcCZHqYBE&feature=player_embedded
Shakshouka (eggs in tomato sauce) from Joan Nathan
Shakshouka is an onomatopoeic word meaning “mixed up’ in Hebrew.  Which is exactly the state of the eggs in this 
Moroccan-Israeli recipe.

Ingredients
• 2 scallions, chopped small
• 1 green pepper, diced
• 2 tablespoons vegetable oil
• 2 medium tomatoes
• 4 large eggs
• Low fat cream cheese or feta
• Salt and pepper to taste

Directions
1. Saute the scallions and green pepper in vegetable 

oil until the vegetables are soft.  
2. Cut up tomatoes and add to the vegetables, cover 

and cook over a low heat for 20 minutes. 
3. Beat the eggs well and pour over the vegetables in 

the pan.  
4. Add dollops of cream cheese or crumbled feta 

cheese.  
5. Using a fork, scramble all ingredients and then cover 

and cook for 3-4 minutes until the eggs are set. 
6. Sprinkle with salt and pepper.

The purposes of rituals are varied; some rituals satisfy religious obligations or ideals, or help with the spiritual or 
emotional needs of the practitioners.  Rituals strengthen social bonds and often provide social and moral education. 
Some rituals are best enjoyed just for the pleasure of the ritual itself.  For me food rituals are all about sharing love 
and memories – with no one style of Jewish food or Jewish celebration meant to satisfy all of our needs.  In the month 
of April we as a congregation and a Jewish community have many holidays, events, commemorations, and FOOD 
from which to choose.  Be’teavon! “ Hearty Appetite” in Hebrew.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b1RcCZHqYBE&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b1RcCZHqYBE&feature=player_embedded
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Sisterhood Shabbat 

Sisterhood Shabbat Choir Rehearsals:
Tuesday, April 24, 2012 – 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, May 1, 2012 – 7:00 p.m.

The Sisterhood Shabbat special service 
is on Friday, May 4, 2012.

Please Confirm Your Attendance to Suzy Herzog:
419-0603 or suzytolwrj@sc.rr.com

TOL Women of Reform Judaism 
invite you to attend our

Annual Women’s Seder

This year we are honored to have
 Rabbi Leah Dobeme-Schor lead us.

Tuesday, April 10th at 6 PM
Tree of Life Social Hall

Members-$5   Non-members-$8

Your check payable to TOL WRJ is your 
reservation for the event.

You may drop it off at the Temple office, register 
and pay online at the TOL website, or send it to:

Yuliana Iskhakov, 14 Farrier Ct., Columbia, SC 29229

As always, we appreciate anyone and everyone 
who brings a Passover dessert.

It is always a highlight for the end of a beautiful 
evening.

You are welcome to bring a friend.

WRJ / SISTERHOOD NEWS

Attention all needlework people!

Do you knit or crochet?
Do you have some left over yarn that is not 

enough to create a project?

 Here is a chance to use it up and do something 
helpful at the same time.

Start making as many 9” squares as you can.

We will find a time in April to put them together to 
make a blanket (or two) and sell it at the Big 

Nosh!

If you have any questions contact Marcia Geers at 
Marcia.geers@att.net or call 803-865-2168.

Save the date!
Silverbowl Tea Brunch 

Sunday, May 6, 2012 10 am - noon

4/01: NO Religious School
4/04: Adult Education, from 5pm
4/06: Happy 1st Night of Passover – enjoy Seder at home or at Temple
4/08: NO Religious School
4/11: Adult Education, from 5pm
4/13: Kidz Shabbat, 6:45pm with childcare with Kali from 7:15pm
4/15: Religious School, 9am
4/19: Yom HaShoah Memorial Service, Beth Shalom Synagogue – 7pm
4/22: NO Religious School, BIG NOSH
4/27: 6:30pm Israeli-style Potluck Dinner; 7:30pm Kitah Bet (2nd level Hebrew) class service and 
         Yom Ha’atzmaut Celebration
4/27-4/29: NFTY-SAR Spring Kallah at KKBE in Charleston
4/29: Religious School, 9am

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS

mailto:suzytolwrj@sc.rr.com
mailto:suzytolwrj@sc.rr.com
mailto:Marcia.geers@att.net
mailto:Marcia.geers@att.net
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Big Nosh Volunteers
The Big Nosh is Sunday, April 22, and the Brotherhood will once again be hand making and cooking hundreds of 
latkes for the festival.  If you have not already volunteered to work and would like to be part of the Brotherhood 
team, please contact Brad Smith at DrBradleyHSmith@gmail.com.

Brotherhood Bike Rides
Due to the events planned for April and the need to continue to work on the Temple grounds, we will not have a 
scheduled bike ride in April.  

Gingerbread Lady
A onetime performance of the Neil Simon play Gingerbread Lady is being planned for May.  The date and time of the 
performance will be posted on the Temple website and Facebook once the details are completed.    

Latke Hut
Thanks to the hard work of a number of Brotherhood members, work on the Latke Hut continues.  We are getting 
closer to completion, and we look forward to the day when we can cook our first meal in front of the “Hut.”  If you are 
interested in making a donation to aid in the cost of the hut, you may send a check to the Temple office made out to 
the Brotherhood (write “Latke Hut” in the memo line), or you may go to our Donate page on the Temple website and 
make a contribution. 

Brotherhood Annual Meeting
The Brotherhood annual meeting has been postponed until the fall due to scheduling conflicts.  Information will be 
sent once the date and time are set.

BROTHERHOOD NEWS

IMPORTANT RECYCLING INFORMATION
There are many opportunities to recycle at TOL.  Our Green Team collects used batteries, plastic 
caps, six-pack rings, office paper, and old cell phones.  We also recycle aluminum cans, steel 
cans, plastic bottles, magazines, junk mail, newspapers, and cardboard through Richland County’s 
recycling program.  We have several containers dedicated to these products.  Unfortunately many 
people have abused these containers and have tossed in garbage or other plastics that cannot be 
recycled through Richland County.  Only bottle and jar shapes are acceptable.  This is because 
other shapes require the addition of strengtheners, and there is no market for this type of plastic in 

this area.  PLEASE BE CONSIDERATE OF OUR CUSTODIAL STAFF AND PUT ONLY RECYCLABLE MATERIALS 
IN OUR RECYCLE BINS.

RAIN GARDEN AT THE BIG NOSH
Our Rain Garden will be on display at the Big Nosh™.  Last year we had over 125 visitors.  We are bringing back 
the popular watershed display also.  We can use helpers to do a final cleanup beforehand or assist on the day of the 
Big Nosh™.

Please send us an email at greenteam@tolsc.org if you can help in our rain garden.

Remember to Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

GREEN TEAM REPORT

!

Passover Question: What’s the name of this holiday?
Passover has five different names: Chag HaMatzot (the festival of 
unleavened bread), Chag HaPesach (the festival of the Paschal 
offering), Chag HaAviv (the festival of spring), Z’man Cheiruteinu (the 
time of our liberation), and Pesach (Passover).

mailto:DrBradleyHSmith@gmail.com
mailto:DrBradleyHSmith@gmail.com
mailto:greenteam@tolsc.org
mailto:greenteam@tolsc.org
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Volunteers needed!
We need your help!  We need volunteers for the day of 
the festival, as well as for several days leading up to 
the BIG NOSH™. Jobs include: preparing food, serving 
food and drink, setting up, selling tickets, welcoming 
guests, and staffing the various booths and stations 
inside the temple as well as outside. Please contact 
Lisa Helfer at mohnalisa3@yahoo.com to volunteer. If 
you would like to help with the food preparation, please 
contact Joy Parks. 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Please consider becoming a sponsor of this year’s BIG 
NOSH™ Festival. Bronze through Platinum Level 
sponsorships are available. Also, we would encourage 
all of our congregants to become a Friend of the BIG 
NOSH™ with a $100 or below donation. Thank you for 
showing your support of the temple! The sponsorship 
form is on the BIG NOSH website, bignosh.org. Please 
contact Jeff Selig (315-8600) or Rick Cohn (466-9835) 
with any questions.

WHAT TO NOSH AT THE BIG NOSH™:
BUBBE’S KITCHEN
Brisket, corned beef, stuffed cabbage, kasha, tzimmes, 
latkes, chicken soup, cabbage soup, chopped liver and 
more!

THE NEW YORK DELI
Corned beef, Pastrami, and Brisket sandwiches, 
kosher hot dogs & knishes

TASTE OF ISRAEL (Vegan)
Falafel, hummus, and Israeli salad

LATKE LAND
The best potato pancakes ever!

BAGEL CAFÉ
Bagel, lox and cream cheese

COFFEE KLATCH
Homemade desserts (rugelach, cheesecake, 
mandlebrot) plus coffee and tea

BEVERAGES
Egg creams, soda and water, as well as beer and wine

PICKING UP PRE-FESTIVAL ORDERS
Pre-orders will be available before the festival from 
9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, April 22. On-site 
10-minute parking available for pick-up only. We 
recommend you avoid the crowds and pick up your 
orders early!

PARKING NOTICE
Please note that there will be NO PARKING at the 
temple on the day of the BIG NOSH™. Volunteers, as 
well as the public, are asked to park at the Comedy 
House (at the corner of Trenholm and Decker). There 
will be a free shuttle to bring people to and from Tree of 
Life.  Only handicapped parking will be available at the 
temple.

IN THE SANCTUARY:
Participants will be invited to join Rabbi Sherman and 
others in the Tree of Life Sanctuary for a number of 
demonstrations and discussions, including sanctuary 
tours, Torah displays, question & answer sessions, and 
a Shofar demonstration with Dr. Jonathan Leader, as 
well as model Shabbat, Bat Mitzvah, and Jewish 
wedding services.

EVEN MORE TO DO AND LEARN:
In the chapel there will be cooking demonstrations – 
come learn how to make Challah and matzah ball 
soup. There will be a class on keeping Kosher and the 
history of  Kashrut. A model Seder will take place; 
Marcia Geers will lead a demonstration of Jewish 
confectionary designs. 

KIDS ACTIVITIES:
There will be lots for our kids to do this year, including a 
Biblical Zoo, face painting and more. Chicken strips are 
added to our menu this year. The BIG NOSH™ will be 
fun for the whole family!

THE BIG NOSH™
Tree of Life’s Third Annual 

Jewish Food and Cultural Festival
Sunday, April 22, 2012

From 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

mailto:mohnalisa3@yahoo.com
mailto:mohnalisa3@yahoo.com
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We need you to put on your aprons and turn on your ovens to get ready for 
the Big Nosh™ Bake Sale on Sunday, April 22nd.  

We need ALL bakers to report for duty 
because we are expecting 1000 + people to attend the Big Nosh™!  

A wide variety of items will be needed: muffins, cookies, pies, breakfast breads in small and large loaves, cakes, 
cheesecakes, bar cookies, cupcakes, etc.  Jewish cookies, cakes, and pastries were in high demand last year!  

So start filling your freezer... the big day is almost here. 

Saturday, April 21st (9am - 12pm) is the day we need you to drop off your items at TOL.  
If your items have been frozen, please thaw them at home and then package them for the sale.  

$1 tickets will be sold at the Big Nosh™ so package your items accordingly. 
(5 tickets for a $5 item, 10 tickets for a $10 item, etc.)

Please email Walton Selig at jwaks123@bellsouth.net to let us know what items you are planning to bake.  
The bake sale table made approximately $5000 last year!  

Our temple has the reputation of having some of the best bakers in Columbia, 
so let's make even more money this year!  

Thank you for supporting the Tree of Life and making the Big Nosh™ a successful event!

-- Amy Scully, Walton Selig, and Julie Strauss

mailto:jwaks123@bellsouth.net
mailto:jwaks123@bellsouth.net


10

TOL BEIT MIDRASH FOR LIFELONG JEWISH LEARNING
ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES – Spring 5772/2012

Wednesday evenings: April 4, 18, & 25

5:00 – 5:55 p.m.! BEGINNING HEBREW FOR ADULTS with Risa Strauss 
6:00 – 6:55 p.m.! CONTINUING HEBREW with Risa Strauss
7:00 – 7:55 p.m.! LEVITICUS: LAWS OF YESTERDAY – 

LESSONS FOR TODAY with Rabbi Sherman 
The Book of Leviticus may lack the stories of Genesis and Exodus, but many scholars argue that it is the most 
important book of the Torah for living a Jewish life.  In this class, we will take a closer look at the laws of Leviticus 
and try to figure out what they mean for us today.  Topics will include sacrifice, sin and guilt, kashrut, family, sex, 
holiness, welfare, honesty, holidays, business ethics, retribution, and more.  Class began on March 28.
8:05 – 9:00 p.m.! INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM with Rabbi Sherman
Introduction to Judaism provides an opportunity to learn about the Jewish religion, traditions and practices, holidays 
and life-cycle ceremonies, culture and history, as well as basic values and beliefs.  This course began in the Fall and 
will continue through May.

PURIM IN PICTURES

Todah rabah to Scott Kaplan for capturing our Purim Carnival on camera!
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MEMBER NEWS
Mazel Tov to:

Eleanor Stein & Brian Glavey, on the baby naming of their daughter Sylvia
Steven & Sally Langer, on the engagement of his daughter Suzanne Wray-Langer to Dwayne Lockhart.  The 

couple will be married in May.
Arline Polinsky, for her 12 years of involvement with the Columbia Jewish Film Festival
Sara & Hugh Wheeler, on the engagement of their daughter, Suzanne Wheeler, to Rick Deckelbaum 

of Raleigh, NC
Sara & Hugh Wheeler, on the birth of a granddaughter, Lily Grace McElveen, and to the proud parents, 

Laura and Dave McElveen 
Refuah Shleima

Get well wishes to TOL members recently hospitalized or at home recovering: Marguerite Brill and Elsie Wolff.
Condolences to:

Jonathan & Bonnie Leader and family, on the loss of his father Alan H. Leader
Honor Roll

We salute and thank our wonderful volunteers!
Office – Joan Amado, Nancy Cartiff, Ann Gaton, Annette Goldstein, Sandy Hertz, Donna Magaro, and Joan Tucker
Religious School Office – Joan Tucker
Hospital Calls – Sandy Hertz

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
Carole Rothstein
Daniel Sobel
Peter Blue
Edith Kline
Marisa Kornblut
Donald Portnoy
Natalie Jane Peavy
Lucy Westfall
Molly Westfall
Sophie Westfall
Willa Zug
Anne Reyner
Brianna Rafferty
Alice Terner
Lauren Kuperman
David Nudelman
Gwen Sasiene
Journey Stein

Apr. 2
Apr. 2
Apr. 5
Apr. 5
Apr. 5
Apr. 5
Apr. 6
Apr. 6
Apr. 6
Apr. 6
Apr. 6
Apr. 8
Apr. 9
Apr. 9
Apr. 10
Apr. 10
Apr. 10
Apr. 10

Heather Weiss
Jonathan Friedman
Elliott Chartock
Gaynell Gavin
Ericka Johnson
Vladimir Shtessel
Travis Wheeler
Ariel Brandin
Alan Horn
Carly Kraemer
Kathy Kessler
Maddy Wassermann
Sanford Daniel
Sheryl Kline
Jill Carr
Lois Green
Lainie Rubin
Gerald Euster

Apr. 10
Apr. 11
Apr. 12
Apr. 12
Apr. 15
Apr. 15
Apr. 15
Apr. 16
Apr. 17
Apr. 17
Apr. 18
Apr. 18
Apr. 20
Apr. 21
Apr. 22
Apr. 22
Apr. 22
Apr. 23

Jack Ginsberg
Morgan Sherman
Gail Bienstock
Andrew Levy
Daniel Bannister
Andrew Fields
Terry Gomberg
Ross Lynch
Emma Miller
Charlotte Peavy
Karen Portnoy
Ben Kline
Louis Tedeschi
Adam Schor
Gabi Baker
Arline Polinsky
Harry Richman
Shu-Mei Richman

Apr. 23
Apr. 23
Apr. 24
Apr. 24
Apr. 25
Apr. 25
Apr. 25
Apr. 25
Apr. 25
Apr. 26
Apr. 27
Apr. 28
Apr. 28
Apr. 29
Apr. 30
Apr. 30
Apr. 30
Apr. 30

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES

Amy & Rob Scully
Sally & Steven Langer
Caryn & Gregg Helman

Apr. 4
Apr. 9
Apr. 10

Rachelle & David Blackmon
Bonnie & Jon Leader

Apr. 20
Apr. 27

Passover Question: What a Miriam’s Cup?
Miriam’s Cup: A special cup of water poured in honor of Moses’ sister Miriam, who was instrumental in Moses’ 
survival as an infant and in the successful Israelite Exodus from Egypt. After the Israelites crossed the Red Sea, 
Miriam led the people in song and celebration.  The water represents the well that miraculously followed the 
Israelites through the desert until the day of Miriam’s death.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

NEWS FROM THE COLUMBIA 
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

LUNCH & LEARN 
WITH OUR RABBIS

At the Katie & Irwin Kahn JCC
Bring your lunch and discuss 

current topics with Columbia’s Rabbis
2nd Wednesday of each month

12:15 – 1:15 p.m.

Next Meeting: Wednesday, April 11
For more information about this 
FREE program, please contact 

the JCC at 803-787-2023.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
10th Annual Anniversary 

CJCC Golf Classic
Sunday, April 1, 2012

Sponsored by Mid-Carolina Steel & 
Parker-Poe

The Members Club at Wildewood
Shotgun Start at 12:30pm

$125 per player

Contact Kaytina Haack 
at 787-2023 ext. 210 or 

kaytinah@jcccolumbia.org
for more information

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
CAMP CHAVERIM 2012

Registration has begun for Camp 
Chaverim for the Summer of 2012.  
10 weeks of summer fun that includes 
Jewish culture, specialty camps, 
swimming lessons, arts & crafts, field 
trips and MUCH more!  For ages 
2-14.  Monday – Friday, June 4 – 
August 10, 2012.

Contact Nicole Moracco at 787-2023 
ext. 206 or Nicolem@jcccolumbia.org 
for more information.

WEEK OF REMEMBRANCE: A Celebration of Jewish Culture
April 15 – 21, 2012

Opera-tunity Foundation, the South Carolina Council on the Holocaust, and 
The Columbia Holocaust Education Committee will be presenting the 
children’s opera Brundibár as part of "Week of Remembrance…. a 
Celebration of Jewish Culture.”  There are different community events daily, 
many free. The "Week" honors the different media of orchestral, voice, art, 
film, choral and symphonic that both came from the Terezin concentration 
camp and from the Jewish heritage.  To see the full schedule of events and to 
help sponsor the Week of Remembrance, please visit 
Opera-tunityFoundation.webs.com.

mailto:kaytinah@jcccolumbia.org
mailto:kaytinah@jcccolumbia.org
mailto:Nicolem@jcccolumbia.org
mailto:Nicolem@jcccolumbia.org
http://Opera-tunityFoundation.webs.com/
http://Opera-tunityFoundation.webs.com/


13

YAHRZEITS
April 6 – Sylvia Gerber, Joseph Gergel*, Dorothy 
Haegele, Bernard Hupert, Esther Politis, Sarah Young, 
Woodrow Emanuel, Henry Levkoff*, Oscar Brill*, 
Charles Solomon, Ben Steingold, Boyd Haven Sulser, 
Barbara Jane Helman*, Rose Zellman, Ehrma Beattie, 
Lawrence “Skip” Berlin, Jane Cypres, Sonia Davis*, 
Sara Fingerhut, Laura Burnstein, Samuel Burnstein*, 
William P. Green, Benjamin Hack*

April 13 – Melvin Gergel*, Edith Hunter Krauss*, 
Harold Markel*, Michael S. Blick*, Herbert Sobel, 
Beatrice Stigitz, Helen Strauss*, Florette Weitzman, Ida 
Abrams*, John Joseph Alion*, Jay J. Duni*, Samuel L. 
Sherman, Leon W. Love*, Richard Hafter*, Charles F. 
Donen*, Barbara Rosenberg, Elsie Turner, Rakhil 
Veytskin, Miriam G. Kohn*, Gabirel Levy, Lenny Volin

April 20 – Ethel Dunay*, Bertie Simmons*, Mitchell 
Weiner*, Ralph Lerner*, William C. McLain, Jr., Helen 
Kohn Hennig*, Francis Oliver Musarra, Verna Mooney, 
Lewis Weinberg*, Charles Madoff, Estelle Morino

April 27 – Harriet Hoffman, George Julius Mann*, 
Joseph Marton, Mordie M. Donen*, Simon Goldenberg, 
Alvin H. Reyner*, Joseph Weinberg*, Julius  Morris, 
Harry Zalin*, David Levin, Anne Wadness Segal, Arthur 
Silber*, Theresa S. Vineburg*, Ruth Wilman Farber*, 
Martha Levy, Isaac Simmons, Yafa Iskhakov, August 
Kohn, Jr.*, Sidney Krauss, Bess Goldstein*, Roslyn 
Goodwin, Minnie Schreiber*

*name memorialized by a plaque in the sanctuary

BIMAH FLOWERS
March 2
Daniela Friedman & Michael Dojc, in memory of 

Doreen Friedman
Jerry Gibson & Lois Rauch Gibson, in memory of 

Morris Rauch
Alan Jolles, in memory of Howard Jolles

March 9
Alan & Carolyn Conway, in memory of Sidney Conway
Irene & Fred Fields, in memory of 

Rachele A. Rothfeder
Bessie Garber, in memory of Nathan Brenner
Terry & Stan Gomberg, in memory of Gary Gomberg
Feliks & Sarra Rabinovich family, in memory of 

Maria Volfson
Joan Tucker, in memory of Beatrice Kapilian
Morton Winter, in memory of Philip Winter

March 16
Jan Barkan, in memory of Andrea Gerstle
David & Nancy Gangemi and Lois & Jerry Gibson, 

in memory of Mike Sigel
Annette Goldstein & family, in memory of James Masur
Stan Gomberg, in memory of Elaine Gomberg
Ruth & Rabbi Sandy Marcus, in memory of 

Harold Schleider
Marvyn Milman, in memory of David Milman
Harriet Posner and Rob & Amy Scully, in memory of 

Kate Posner

The Reyner family, in memory of Willian S. Reyner
Jan Rivers, in memory of Grier Park
The Steingold, Morton, & Sandow families, in memory 

of Charlotte Steingold
Howard Weiss, in memory of Renee Rollins
Morton Winter, in memory of Rebecca Rogol Winter

March 23
Carolyn & Alan Conway, in memory of Arline Wander
Carolyn & Alan Conway, in memory of Myron Wander
Nard Fleischman, in memory of Marian Fleischman
Joanne Hafter, in memory of Julius Jastrow
Arline & Gerald Polinsky, in memory of Edward Furman
Alice Terner, in memory of Goldie Hoffman
Howard Weiss, in memory of Nancy Love Weiss

March 30
Ron & Terry Garber, in memory of Gorman A. Garber
Ann Gaton, in memory of Rose Silk
Marion & Stuart Goodwin, in memory of 

Sidney Goodwin
Marion & Stuart Goodwin, in memory of Marion Carey
Harriet Posner, in memory of Elliott Posner
Rob, Amy, & Matthew Scully, in memory of 

Elliott Posner
The Reyner family, in memory of Julius E. Love
Howard Weiss, in memory of Julius E. Love

April 6 – Cheryl Nail
April 13 – Joan McGee

April 20 – Suzy Herzog
April 27 – Amy Scully

WRJ SHABBAT SERVICE REPS
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General Fund
Carolyn Hudson, in memory of Dr. Alan Leader
Carol & Warren Kohn, in memory of Marc Sunshine
Harriet Posner, in memory of Marc Sunshine
Rob & Ellen Schiesser, in memory of Roy Mitchell

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Robin & Rick Chapman, in honor of John Baker
The Sunshine family, in appreciation
Temple Oseh Shalom, in appreciation
Tree of Life Sisterhood, in memory of Phillip Bernath

Sisterhood Courtesy Fund  
Bruce & Barbara Becker, in loving memory of 

Marc Sunshine
Bruce & Barbara Becker, in loving memory of 

Helen Charney
Frank & Melanie Baker, in loving memory of 

Eleanor Hack
Barry & Eleanor Bornstein, in loving memory of your 

Marc Sunshine

Sisterhood Reyner Fund
Carol Barnett, in honor of the birthday of Todd Weiss

Youth Activities Fund
Irene & Fred Fields, in memory of Michael Hochman
Annette Goldstein, in memory of Marc Sunshine
Beth & Harvey Helman, in memory of Marc Sunshine
Beth & Harvey Helman, in memory of Ellie Hack
Beth & Harvey Helman, in memory of Leona Sobel
Beth & Harvey Helman, in memory of Roy Mitchell
Beth & Harvey Helman, in memory of 

Herman Erlichson
Beth & Harvey Helman, in memory of Muriel Masur 
Beth & Harvey Helman, in memory of Wendy Reyner

CONTRIBUTIONS
We gratefully acknowledge the following thoughtful donations:

ONEG SHABBAT HOSTS
April 13 – Chair: Laney Cohen, Kenneth and Myra 
Nelson, Shahram and Barbara Novinbakht, David and 
Dori Nudelman, Alexander Ogden and Judith Kalb, Joy 
and Neil Parks, Michael and Janet Paul
 
April 20 – Chair: Todd Weiss, Jason and Rachel 
Peavy, Irina Plotkin, Donald and Karen Portnoy, Marc 
and Ann Posner, Ron Prinz, Aleksandr and Marina 
Rabinovich

 April 27 – Chair: Amy Scully, Kim and Raisa 
Rabinovich, Ira and Kay Radin, Marc and Mia Rapport, 
Bill and Barbara Rast, Michael Reisman, Alan and 
Anne Reyner

Note:  If you are unable to bake or purchase Oneg 
Shabbat refreshments, you may donate $20.00. 
Homemade goods are always preferable.  Checks need 
to be sent to the temple office two weeks prior to your 
Oneg Shabbat date.  Thank you for your support.

The Selden K. Smith Foundation for Holocaust Education
The Foundation was formed in May 2010 to further the programs of the SC Council on the Holocaust.  The Foundation 

functions as a private source of funding for support of Holocaust educational activities and community awareness events in South 
Carolina and has a 501 (c) (3) status.  Current economic conditions and cutbacks in state appropriations have resulted in the 
need for private funding to ensure the future of various educational projects in our state.  In 2010 the directors of the Foundation 
launched a three year campaign to raise $100,000.  As of February 2012, a total of $52,618 has been raised statewide.  

 The purpose of the Foundation is to strengthen the Council’s activities in memory, history and education.  The Foundation 
will honor those survivors who moved to South Carolina and the soldiers from South Carolina who liberated the concentration 
camps. It will also address related issues of international conflict, genocide, prejudice and intolerance.  Funding is provided to 
schools, colleges, churches, synagogues, civic groups and individuals.  Projects include teacher grants, classroom supplies, 
student field trips, teacher training, Holocaust speakers, exhibits and other related educational programs.  

The Foundation carries the name of Dr. Selden Smith.  Dr. Smith is a retired history professor from Columbia College who 
became interested in teaching the Holocaust over three decades ago. This special interest brought him in contact with survivors 
and liberators in South Carolina.  He was appointed to the Council and served as the chair for many years.    
 Please visit the website and consider making a contribution to help fight hatred and intolerance: 

holocausteducationfoundation.org
Contributions can be sent to: The Selden K. Smith Foundation for Holocaust Education

PO Box 25740, Columbia, SC 29224 - Tax ID # 27-2776720
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
No Religious 

School Classes 

2 3 4 
5:00-9:00pm 

Adult Education 
Classes 

 
7:00pm 

BIG NOSH 
Meeting 

5 6 
First Night of 

Passover 
 

6:00pm 
Shabbat Eve  

Service 
 

6:30pm 
Congregational  

Seder 

7 
1st day of  
Passover 

 
10:00am 

Shabbat &  
Festival 

Morning Service 

8 
No Religious 

School Classes 
 

DEADLINE 
FOR 

BUCKS BACK 
ORDERS 

9 10 
6:00pm 

Sisterhood 
Women’s Seder 

11 
6:30pm 

Executive Comm. 
 

7:30pm 
Board of Directors 

12 
7:00pm 

Service for the 
last day of  
Passover 

 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

13 
Last day of 
Passover 

(Office Closed) 
 

6:45pm 
KIDZ Shabbat 

 
7:30pm 

Shabbat Service 

14 

15 16 
DEADLINE 

FOR 
BIG NOSH 

PREORDERS 

17 18 
5:00-9:00pm 

Adult Education 
Classes 

 
7:00pm 

BIG NOSH 
Meeting 

19 
7:00pm 

Yom Hashoah 
Service at  

Beth Shalom 
Synagogue 

20 
7:30pm 

Shabbat Service 

21 

22 
No Religious 

School Classes 
 

11:00am-6:00pm 

THE  
BIG 

NOSH 

23 24 
7:00pm 

Sisterhood 
Choir 

Rehearsal 

25 
5:00-9:00pm 

Adult Education 
Classes 

26 
6:45pm 

Sisterhood 
Board Meeting 

27 
Yom Haatzmaut 

 

6:30pm 
Taste of Israel 
Potluck Dinner 

 

7:30pm 
Shabbat Service 

w/Kitah Bet  
Students 

 
NFTY-SAR 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring Kallah 

29 
 

NFTY-SAR 

30      

April 2012  
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