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Q.  I wanted to begin with the question that’s on a lot of people’s minds, which is, How is the search for an interim 

rabbi going? 
 

A. I have complete confidence in the Rabbinic Search Committee being led by our new Temple president Josh 

Levinson.  It’s  important for me to use the remaining time to see through the B’nei Mitzvah  that will be happening 
over the summer.  Also, it is really essential that – before I leave – I have the time to physically go through all the 
“stuff” and either organize it or toss it.  That will be a big help to the interim rabbi, and to the future new permanent 
rabbi and beyond. 
 

Q.  You’ve said that you were led to become a rabbi, that it wasn’t something you started out aiming for.  And, in 

fact, that sense of God guiding your life also was part of your decision to complete this chapter of your working life.  
Would you reprise your history with the Temple, so people have a picture of your journey? 
 

The Connection Interview:  Rabbi Ken Aronowitz 
The Connection has interviewed Rabbi Ken, well, religiously, over the years.  

As always, he graciously gave us his time for this final interview. 



  

A.  I came to Hawaii in 1997 and wound up being 

recruited to teach at  the School of Jewish studies.  They 
asked me to take over for a teacher who wasn’t able to 
complete the year.  Then I met with Rabbi Magid and 
started working with him on the bima, doing the musical 
aspects of the services.  I worked part time for a couple 
of years and then became full time in 2001. 
 
I started off teaching and being a part time Cantorial 
soloist.  Then I became the full time director of the 
religious school as well as Cantorial Soloist.  After that, I 
became the spiritual leader for the congregation and, 
ultimately, the rabbi.   
 
Going back to your comment about my journey, one 
thing I’ve learned from studying Torah is that we really 
don’t get to see our task in life completely fulfilled.  
Whatever that may be.  No one leaves this life thinking, 
wow, there’s not one thing left to do.   
 
This, to me, is the lesson from Moses’ life.  He got the 
people as far as he could but was not able to go with 
them to the Promised Land to finish the job.  That’s life!  
It’s an important message to understand.  One thing I 
know is that we all need to continue to build a caring 
connected community.  That’s what our land of promise 
looks and feels like.  But it’s a relay, so we may not finish 
the race ourselves and need to hand off the baton. 
 
It also means that different Rabbis run their leg of the 
race differently.  For better or worse, I have not been the 
kind of Rabbi who hangs out with congregants socially a 
lot, I’m not the type to play golf.  Not that there’s 
anything wrong with that.  The way I ran the race was 
centered on the interactions that presented themselves 
organically.   I would spend my time with people who 
needed my attention at the time which led to more 
profound experiences, happy and sad, than I could ever 
count.  
 

Q.  If it’s a relay race, where do you feel you are in it? 

 

A.  I feel like I’ve constantly been running the bell lap in 

a sprint which has left me  feeling a bit winded.  
(Laughs.)  You know, the whole thing for me was about 
the experience, looking to expand our vision and add 
more items to the stew, so too speak.  Like having food 
as a part of Friday night services.  That changes the 
experience and gives it a different flavor.  Sorry for all 
the food metaphors.  (Laughs.)  I mean who’d seen a 
rabbi dressed like a green frog for Passover?  But having 
a large gathering of people makes it difficult to ponder 
 

deeply the meaning found in the Haggadah.  So, with 
Passover especially, why not tell the story in creative 
ways?  Why not make it entertaining?  Why not bring in 
music from Hamilton during High Holy Days?  It’s the 
same with Shabbat using secular music, including 
adapting “Let It Be.”  I believe that Reform Judaism is a 
conduit between the sacred and the secular.  Creativity 
sparks meaning.   
 

Q.  For the past 16 months, you’ve been conducting 

services, study groups, Torah study, and other meetings 
and interactions via Zoom.  Many people have found the 
digital experience to be lacking.  Others have liked the 
convenience.  What is your view? 
 

A.  I remember you telling me that before the pandemic 

no one thought twice about getting in their cars and 
coming to Temple.  It was just what we did.  Being 
together, sharing food, making coffee, just hanging out – 
we basically took it for granted.  Now people have 
alternatives and new choices. 
 
I think we have to remember that there is always “on the 
other hand.”  Attending events and meetings on Zoom 
was necessary during the pandemic and proved to be 
very convenient, as well.  But do we lose something 
being completely virtual?   It’s important to be aware of 
what we’re missing as well as what we’re gaining.  
Technology has enabled us to do amazing things.  Where 
would we be without it? 
 
On the other hand, I think being with one another in 
person offers a deeper emotional and spiritual 
connection, as well as the kind of spontaneity and 
creativity that is hard to match when we’re on screens.  
I’ve had a number of wedding couples who waited to 
have their ceremonies because they wanted it to be in 
person.  Hopefully, as we restore the ability to be 
together in person, we’ll be conscious of our choices and 
find ways to strike a healthy balance.   
 

Q.  Looking to the future, how do you see the Jewish 

community evolving? 
 

A.  According to a recent Pew study, outside of the 

Orthodox community, only 25% of people responded 
that God plays a significant role in their Jewish identity 
and practice.  What should our priorities be given that?  
This is a different generation from when I started.  
Honestly, I don’t know how it will play out.  Should the 
Temple be more engaged in social justice, Family 
Promise?  How can we reach younger people given that 
their values may be changing? 
 



  

Learn About The Samaritan Counseling Center Whose Board  
Now Includes Temple Representative Linda Rose Herman 

 

Q.  Those are important questions.  How do you see 

your role in the Jewish community going forward? 
 

A.  I’m all about peace, shalom.  I’d like to see what I can 

do beyond the walls of Temple to pursue peace.  I’m an 
Aronowitz.  Take away some letters, and you get Aaron, 
the High Priest and Moses’ brother who was described 
as a lover and pursuer of peace.   I know there is so 
much work to be done, but I don’t know yet what my 
future holds.  And I’m OK with that.  When first came to 
Hawaii I wasn’t planning to be a Rabbi at Temple Emanu-
El and look how things played out! 
 
When the Israelites were heading to the promised land, 
they got hungry, thirsty, tired of manna.  Back in Egypt, 
they had food and drink.  They became irate with Moses 
and Aaron:  How dare you lead us here to die in this 
wilderness.  This angered God who sent a plague.  But 
Moses and Aaron interceded and moved God to stop the  

plague.  Aaron moves God because he cares so much 
about the people who he  ministered to as the high 
priest.  I see my job in life as accessing my inner Aaron, 
to be a blessing. 
 

Q.  Any final thoughts? 

 

A.  I hope the community will take the opportunity to 

communicate with the future rabbi.  Let him or her know 
what gives them meaning and purpose.  The bima 
doesn’t belong to any one person, including the Rabbi.  It 
belongs to the community and to God – but is there for 
the community to use in order to gain meaning by 
feeling closer to the Divine Presence.   
 
There is so much wisdom in Judaism.  I’m grateful for all 
the teachers in my life, particularly those I encountered 
through the Temple Emanu-El community which was my 
Yeshiva.  Keep learning, keep finding as many good 
teachers as you can. 
 



  

A few years ago, Temple member Linda Rose Herman 
was asked by Rabbi Ken Aronowitz if she would be 
willing to represent Temple Emanu-El and the Jewish 
community by being on the board of a unique institution 
in Hawaii, the Samaritan Counseling Center Hawaii.  She 
accepted enthusiastically.   
 
The center provides individual, family, and couples 
counseling, both in-person and through telehealth, 
regardless of ability to pay.  What’s unique is that their 
professional counselors and therapists understand the 
close relationship between mind, body, spirit, and 
community.  They combine the latest best practices with 
an understanding of the power of sacred traditions to 
enhance our lives. 
 

“Counseling is not done based on any particular 
religion,” Linda Rose said, “but from a spiritual 
perspective that encompasses whatever faith one 
follows.  Spirituality can be connected with God, but 
doesn’t have to be.  It’s essentially a certain way we 
treat people, honor people.  It’s embracing the 
knowledge that we’re not alone in the world and 
honoring people’s basic goodness.” 
 
The Samaritan Center’s counselors have different areas 
of expertise that cover the range of human psychology 
and emotion.  It’s totally private, completely 
confidential, and can be one session or several.  There 
are different locations throughout the island, so people 
can find a location that’s convenient.   
 
   
 

Samaritan Counseling Center Hawaii pastoral counselors, Darcy Ing and Gary Augustin. 

 
 

Linda Rose stated that, “Counseling isn’t just for when 
you know you’re in a jam.  It can also come from a 
feeling that you want to go deeper in your life and want 
to know more about yourself.  You may not have a 
specific issue you’re dealing with but you  know you 
could be doing better.   
 
“Perhaps it’s some misunderstanding with a spouse, 
child, parent or other family member, boss or co-worker 
that you’re not able to communicate effectively with.  
The Samaritan Center gives you a chance to be with 
someone who really listens and provides objective 
feedback – insight that you may not be able to see 
because you’re in it, you’re too close to it.” 
 
To learn more, you can email Linda Rose Herman at 
lindaroseherman@gmail.com or call her at 808-834-
3505.  You can also visit the Samaritan Center’s website 
https://www.samaritancounselingcenterhawaii.org/ 
 
   
 

The center began in the mid-eighties.  It was founded as 
an interfaith organization because church leaders 
realized their members were having so many issues, they 
couldn’t help them efficiently.  That initial union of the 
spiritual with secular counseling gave the Samaritan 
Center its DNA.  Churches still refer, but so do all other 
religious groups as well as social service agencies. 
 
Linda Rose noted that, “Today, the organization is led by 
a board that is gender balanced and includes nearly 
every ethnicity and religious faith.  Its members range in 
age from their 30’s to their  80’s.  There are former 
military people, a retired mental health administrator, 
psychology professors, Christian ministers, a Buddhist 
minister, business owners, and a pre-planning advisor, 
just to name a few represented professions.  The 
diversity is exciting. 
 

mailto:lindaroseherman@gmail.com
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A Kehilat Chesed 
 

A Tribute to Rabbi Ken 
by Alice Wahl Lachman 

 

Rabbi Ken recently shared that he wanted to be 
remembered as a Mensch.  He has certainly earned this 
legacy from the many dimensions of his service to 
Temple E and other Hawaii Jewish communities.  Most 
people know about the great contribution Rabbi Ken has 
made these past 2 decades, but few people know that 
he has been the quiet angel behind our inter-
congregational Chevrah Kadisha, initiated four years ago, 
and our newly created Hawaii Inter-Island Community 
Chevrah Kadisha, bridging all the Hawaiian islands and 
sharing resources, education, and vision. 
 
Jewish life cycle events such as marriage, birth, illness, 
and death invite traditional Jewish rituals that rabbis 
offer to their communities.  Our Chevrah Kadisha Kavod 
of Oahu has been blessed to partner with Rabbi Ken as 
members of our community learned and experienced 
end-of-life Jewish practices that include bikur cholim 
(visiting the sick), vidui (final atonement prayer), taharah 
(ritual washing), Shmira (guarding the body), funerals, 
shiva, shloshim, unveiling of the gravestone, and 
yahrzeit.  
 

Several years ago, Rabbi Ken welcomed a large group of 
chaplains, hospice workers, some doctors, nurses, and 
other health care professionals to the Temple sanctuary 
to teach them about these rituals so they could be more 
sensitive to the needs of their Jewish patients.  
 
In addition, in 2019 Rabbi Ken supported the four-part 
Caring Conversations series open to the greater 
community and held at the Temple that included:  

Having the Conversation: What Are Their Wishes? What 
Are Yours?; Beyond the Paperwork: A Conversation 
About Estate Planning;  Ready or Not: Your Changing 
(and Aging) Family; and Ethical and Spiritual Wills: 
Getting Your Thoughts on Paper.  
 
Together with focused educational events, Rabbi Ken 
was quietly helpful in bringing Gamliel Institute faculty 
members Rick Light and Holly Blue Hawkins to share 
with adults and the Bar and Bat Mitzvah students of 
Temple Emanu-El’s School of Jewish Studies about the 
spiritual journey at end-of life and our sacred Jewish 
rituals. 
 



  
 

And this past year, Rabbi Ken helped to initiate our 
Hawaii Inter-Island Community Chevrah Kadisha virtual 
series teaching about Introduction to Gemilut 
Chasadim/Acts of Kindness and Advance Care Planning 
that included more than 60 participants from most of 
the Hawaiian islands.  Certainly, Rabbi Ken has been one 
of the invisible hands and cheerleaders for these 
important learning opportunities.  
 
During these past many pandemic months when in-
person contact was limited and virtual engagement was 
our new normal, Rabbi Ken encouraged community 
participation in Zoom Shmirah and Zoom Shiva rituals. In 
September of 2020, when Ruth Bader Ginsburg died, 
more than 600 people from around the country, Israel, 
and our Jewish community in Oahu participated in a 
virtual shmirah from September 18th till she was buried 
on September 29th.  

According to jewish-funerals.org, “In Jewish tradition, 
volunteer Shomrim watch over the deceased from the 
time of death until they are buried because 
the neshama (soul) is believed to be present until the 
time of burial. Shmirah is a chesed shel emet, an act of 
lovingkindness, …a final act of compassion toward our 
departing fellow Jews.” 

Even in Surfside in Florida, many Jewish people are doing 
shmirah at the site of the tragic Champlain Towers 
building collapse.  As we move forward in our Temple  

transition, we hope that shmirah, even virtually, will be 
an invitation for our Temple and Oahu Jewish 
community members to participate in this precious 
Jewish ritual and honor Rabbi Ken’s legacy of Chesed, 
loving kindness, at all stages of life and of death.  
 
As a mensch, Rabbi Ken has nurtured a kehliat chesed, a 
caring community, in Temple E for so many years.  As he 
knows. it’s important for our Temple community to 
support one other.  Many congregations throughout the 
country have Chesed committees.  Some call them 
Hineni, Hinenu, Mitzvah Corps, or Care Committees 
where members of the congregation help one another 
with acts of loving kindness when needed.   
 
These groups offer rides to and from medical 
appointments, bake and deliver a challah to mourners at 
the end of shiva, at shloshim, at yahrzeit, and on the 
high holidays; they order or deliver food to folks 
returning from the hospital; and they perform many 
other acts of kindness that respond to the needs of 
multiple generations.  
 
At this time of renewal in our Temple E community, it’s 
even more important that we support one another and 
find ways for each of us to participate in some small way.  
Joining a virtual shmirah is one option.  And creating a 
group of volunteers to help with many other mitzvot will 
help sustain Rabbi Ken’s legacy of chesed, loving 
kindness. 
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