
    JCS serves adults, families 
and seniors, all in need of some 
type of assistance.  Most of the 
time when they contact JCS they 
are in crisis and need help right 
away.  We provide for them in 
many ways including financial 
assistance or linking them to 
other community  resources to 
get their needs met. 
   The majority of the people JCS 
serves are low income (97%) 
and are in need of some emer-
gency assistance  with basic 
needs such as  food or rent to keep them from becom-
ing homeless or starving.  When people are requesting  
assistance for food, they mostly request and require 
healthy food due to special diets they are on for their 
medical needs.  These individuals are low income and 
cannot afford to buy vegetables and fruits, which are 
usually the most expensive items at the store. We also 
provide funds to pay utility bills and for medical needs.
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   Most of the people needing 
this assistance are seniors 
(59%) who suffer from a phys-
ical disability and/ or mental 
illness.  These individuals are 
lonely and have nobody to 
help them.  They are isolat-
ed because of their current 
medical issues, limiting them 
from getting out and socializ-
ing with others.  When I go to 
visit them, they are so    happy 
to see me, and don’t want me 
to leave.  When I talk to them 

on the phone they don’t want to get off the phone and 
want to talk for hours.  I had one senior give me wrong 
directions so he could ride around in the car and talk; he 
rolled down his window and enjoyed feeling the wind 
on his face.  
   If you know of someone who needs help, I can be 
reached at 808-258-7121.
By Melissa Bowen, JCS Service Provider
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I am writing you a letter with much gratitude. Had 
your organization  not been there to help me and 
my little family I just don’t know what I would have 
done. Probably  would have become homeless. The 
rent deposit that you got back for me was such a 
blessing....the WalMart card saved my life. MAHALO  
for helping out my family as I’m sure many others.
Sincerely, 
J. S.

Thanks so much for visiting my father. Very very 
nice of you to give him your number and offer that 
he could call you. And it would be great if you could 
visit him again and arrange for a volunteer. You can 
imagine how much better it makes me feel that he is 
having visitors. 
Yours ,
E.

Messages From Appreciative Clients 

Service Provider explains how she helps



   The Jewish Community Services annual Volunteer of the Year Dinner has grown in the past few  years, honoring 
more community volunteers from more congregations, raising more money and bringing the Jewish community 
together for an evening of camaraderie, recognition and celebration. It is an important and unique occasion. 
   Nearly 200 people attended our 2016 event, at the beautiful Pacific Club, to honor eight dedicated volunteers 
from six different congregations. Rabbis from Chabad and Temple Emanu-El participated and the Mistress of Cere-
monies is a member of Sof Ma’arav. It was truly a collaborative event.
   Honorees were: John Allen -Aloha Jewish Chapel, Estee and Yudi Weinbaum-Chabad Hawaii, Sally Morgan-Con-
gregation Sof Ma`arav, Simon Vojdani-Jewish Congregation of Maui, Barbara and Michael Fischlowitz-Leong-O`ahu 
Jewish `Ohana, Gail Marcus-Temple Emanu-El.

Annual Dinner honors volunteers 
from local congregations

John Allen Estee and Yudi Weinbaum Sally Morgan

Simon Vojdani Barbara and Michael Fischlowitz-Leong Gail Marcus
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  These honorees have contributed significantly to their respective congregations.  This event is important as it is 
a way for Jews from all walks of life, affiliated or not, to come together to celebrate our volunteers and to support 
Jewish Community Services, the only social services agency in Hawaii providing help to members of our Jew-
ish community. Plans are already underway for our 2017 dinner to be held on November 12, 2017.  
SAVE THE DATE and plan to come for a warm and welcoming event. It’s a mitzvah!

Photos courtesy of Pamela Landrum and Ken Eber



FACTS ABOUT JEWISH COMMUNITY SERVICES (JCS)
1.What is the primary focus?
JCS is the only organization that brings together Jews of all backgrounds and affiliations (or not) in Hawaii. Our 
website is the source for people, in and out of the state, seeking information on questions related to Jewish life 
in Hawaii as well as those in need of help.
2. What does JCS do?
Our part time social worker receives referrals from rabbis, social service organizations, our website, phone and 
people in the community. She makes an assessment to meet the needs of each client through a combination of 
JCS and community resources. She also provides follow up to ensure the need is met to the best of our ability.
3. Is JCS a one time intervention?
No, the social worker remains involved as long as the client requires it. In the case of persons seeking informa-
tion, this may be a brief contact. In other cases, our help and support may be ongoing.
4. Why don’t family and friends help out?
They do help but unfortunately many of our most vulnerable clients are alone with no support system. They are   
not only ill, aging or impoverished, but they are also isolated. JCS is often the only contact in their lives.
5. What else does JCS do?
JCS partners with 3 funds in Hawaii. Our social worker does the screening and case management for persons 
receiving help from: the Jeanette A. Levine Fund which provides rent supplements for a limited number of low 
income Jewish elderly ; the Arthur Murray Fund which provides one time assistance when there is a financial 
need that exceeds the ability of JCS to meet it; and the Alexander Ben Abraham Singer Scholarships which pro-
vide scholarships for Jewish youth to attend summer camp or travel sponsored by Jewish organizations.
.

Increasing our Visibility and 
Broadening our Support

Altres and Barron and Dede Guss 
Robert and Susan Bach 
Mark and Janie Davis    
Monte Elias 
David Randall and Rosemary Fazio
Brian Field
Judy Goldman
Steven and Deloris Guttman
Mel and Marlene Hertz                                            
Richard and Sandy Kersten

JCS, now in our 18th year, enjoys broad community support.  In the com-
ing months, we plan to communicate more about what we are doing to 
help those in need in our community. With the hiring of a new service 
provider and the addition of new board members, we are reexamin-
ing our traditional services and doing a stakeholder survey to indicate 
possible new directions, including a volunteer program that could serve 
a variety of needs. This would be a new direction for JCS, expanding our 
services and increasing our infrastructure, but nothing that is worth-
while is easy! Visit www.jcs-hi.org to watch a video of how we help and 
how you can give or receive help or call Melissa at 808-258-7121 to 
learn more or request services.

We want to thank the hundreds of people that support JCS. 
A special todah rabah to the following major donors:

Dennis and Judy Lind                                                                                                                               
Ken and Gail Marcus
Howard Merl
Robert and Deborah Nehmad
Peter Hoffenberg and Saundi Schwartz
Cliff Silverstein
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust
Jack Tyrrell/Rainee Barkhorn Charitable Trust
Lorraine Gershun and David Weisberg 
Dina Yoshimi
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Our Mission:
The mission of Jewish Community Services (JCS) is to support  and 
enhance the quality of life for those in need of help in the Hawaii 
Jewish Community by providing appropriate social services.

JCS is a volunteer organization guided by traditional Jewish values: 
tikkun olam, repair of the world, and gemilut chasidim, acts of lov-
ing-kindness. It is your support that makes the work of JCS possible, 
and community engagement is key to JCS’s fundraising success.

JCS financial support derives primarily from contributions by the 
following:

    Individual donors
    Jewish community organizations
    Private foundations
    Annual Volunteer of the Year Dinner
    Community giving programs such as Foodland Give Aloha, 
    Aloha United Way, AmazonSmile

Board of Directors
Steven Guttman, President

Robert Nehmad, Vice President
Andrea Snyder, Secretary
Mark Fridovich, Treasurer

Steve Edwards
Brian Field
Jackie Foil

Lorraine Gershun
Miriam Goldberg
Judith Goldman
Richard Kersten

Judy Lind
Gail Marcus

Trudy Schandler Wong
Alice Tucker

P.O. Box 235805 
Honolulu, HI 96823 


