
Youth Happenings @ Congregation Etz Chaim   

             Dec. 15, Parshat Vayeshev, 21 Kislev  5778   
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For Grades 7 and 

                                        up. Price: 

Vayeshev Times & Numbers:  
 
Candle Lighting- 4:11pm     
Mincha- 4:15pm 
Shacharit-   9:00 am 
Teen Minyan- 9:45 
Jr. Congregation- 10:15  
Tot Shabbat- 10:15 
Mincha -4:10   
Shabbat Ends- 5:19 pm 
 
NO MITZVOT IN THIS PARSHA  
NUMBER OF PESUKIM : 112  
NUMBER OF WORDS: 1558  
NUMBER OF LETTERS: 5972 

Vayeishev is read on the Shabbat before Chanukah when 
Rosh HaShanah was not on Shabbat. (On rare occasions, it is 
Shabbat Chanukah, and not Mikeitz. When Chanukah starts 
on Shabbat, both Vayeishev & Mikeitz are read on Chanukah.) 
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             O Brother Where Art Thou?!  
 
As the Parsha opens, the Torah tells us that of all 
twelve sons, Yosef, Rachel's son, is Yaakov's favorite. 
That's only one reason why the ten sons of Leah, 
Bilha and Zilpa don't like Yosef that much. The 
number one reason is that Yosef is a tattle-tale! It’s 
important to remember that all ten brothers are in fact 
tzadikim (righteous people). But tzadikim are judged 
more harshly than others, and Yosef has a bad habit 
of playing both judge and jury. He waits in the bushes 
for his brothers to make a slip, and then, instead of 
gently correcting them, he runs to his father and 
tattles on them.  
 
The brothers turn into a bunch of nervous wrecks! 
After all, look how Avrohom kicked Yishmael out of 
the house for Yitzchak's sake. Everyone knows that 
Yosef is the first-born of Rachel, the favorite wife. 
Maybe Yaakov will kick them out too?! It doesn't help 
when Yaakov makes Yosef a real cool long-sleeved 
silk coat of many colors. Now Yosef struts around in 
his new duds advertising that he's the favorite. The 
brothers end up selling Yosef, but soon after are 
overrun with guilt. For years they look after Yosef, but 
with no luck. The brothers, as righteous men, should 
have known better, and ultimately spend years living 
in regret. Had they been wicked, they would have 
been happy to be rid of Yosef, and not remorseful.  
 

DID YOU KNOW….. 

Did you know that many scholars date the tradition of giving Gelt 

on Chanukah back to the days of the Maccabees? Giving presents 

is an adaptation of gift giving on xmas- in fact Jews used to give 

presents on Purim, but that tradition changed to Chanukah in the 

late 19th century due to the popularity of giving xmas presents. 

However, giving coins on Chanukah has been an age old tradition. 

One of the true signs of a country’s independence is having their 

own money. When the Jews re-gained their independence from 

the Greeks they printed their own coins. It then became a 

tradition to give coins on Chanukah.  

WIN BIG PRIZES 
JUST BY COMING TO SHUL FRIDAY NIGHTS! 

 

Here's how it works: 
Just by coming to shul you’ll get 1 raffle ticket for a 

big weekly prize. You can get another ticket by 

joining the group of kids saying Yigdal on the bima 

at the end of services, then Rabbi Klibanoff will have 

a special 10 minute super fun parsha session for 

kids where you can get another raffle ticket. At the 

end of each session Rabbi Klibanoff will raffle off a 

really incredible prize. And if you don't win, your 

tickets will carry over to next week! 

 
Week 1's Grand  Prize 
A personalized sports 
jersey of your choice!  
Any team, any sport,  
any name you want on the back!  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

“Quote of the Week” 
“It is right to submit oneself to G-d and, being mortal, 

not to think oneself equal to Him”  

 

-Antiochus IV (yes, THAT Antiochus…seriously) 

Congregation Etz Chaim:  www.etzchaimnj.org 

Rabbi E. Samuel Klibanoff 

Rabbi Natan Kapustin, Assistant Rabbi  

Presidents: Neil Kaplan & Alan Schall  

Youth Director: Yoni Glatt 

Rabbinic Intern: Yoni Gold 

CHANUKAH UPDATE: 
Please note that we have switched the 

Mentalist and Chagigah for the Mad 

Science show and mega-raffle  

(see opposite side). 
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 Sunday December 17th, 2017 @ 10:30am 
Get ready for some sizzlin’ excitement! Learn about the amazing 
properties of fire and combustion. Then, cool off with spectacular 

demonstrations involving dry ice! Check out the “Big Burp”, and the 
famous “Mad Science Shower”, as we will explore the science 

behind this amazing frozen gas. 

 
FFOOLLLLOOWWEEDD  BBYY  OOUURR  BBIIGGGGEESSTT  
CCHHAANNUUKKAAHH  RRAAFFFFLLEE  EEVVEERR!!!!!!!!!!    

YIDDLE RIDDLE  ?????? 
THE FIRST KID WHO TELLS YONI WHO THE 

ANSWER IS GETS $3 MM, THE SECOND GETS $2, & 

THE THIRD GETS $1- NO TELLING THE ANSWER! 

 
The Maccabees ruled large 

While Yehuda was in Charge 

But after he was gone 

I continued on 

 
 
Last Week- 

I look like Israel, I sound like Israel, but I’m in 

Utah. Who am I? 

A- Zion National Park  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Romanoff’s  

after school class 

returns Tuesday Dec. 

12th before yoni’s class 

MIDOT MATTER MOST:  

ACCEPT. TOLERATE. 

EDUCATE. IN THAT ORDER, 

NOT THE REVERSE. 

 Altruism- Al·tru·ism  

( l tr - z m) n. 

1. Unselfish concern for the welfare  

of others; selflessness. 

2. Zoology-behavior by an animal  

that is not beneficial to or may be  

harmful to itself but that benefits  

others of its species. 

              

Israel 

through 

the ages 
 Our free ongoing class 

for grades 8-12 continues 
with Yoni Monday Dec. 
12th at 5:45pm. Dinner 
and snacks served. This 

Week’s Class:  

YONI RUINS 
CHANUKAH 

(Don’t worry, not really) 

 
 

 

 

 

Judah Maccabee is best known as the hero of the Chanukah story in the second 

century B.C.E. His name, Yehuda HaMaccabee/ Judah Maccabeus, is related to 

the Aramaic word for hammer, and it is believed Judah was given this name 

because of his valor as a soldier. He led the Jewish revolt against the Greek-

Syrians. The success of the revolt is celebrated today by the Hanukkah festival.  

 

When the priest Mattityahu of the Hasmonean family died in 167 B.C.E., he 

named his son Judah to be the leader of the rebellion. Mindful of the superiority of 

Seleucid forces during the first two years of the revolt, Judah's strategy was to 

avoid any engagement with their regular army, and to resort to guerrilla warfare, 

in order to give them a feeling of insecurity. The strategy enabled Judah to win a 

string of victories. At the battle of Nahal el-Haramiah (wadi haramia), he defeated 

a small Assyrian force under the command of Apollonius, governor of Samaria, 

who was killed. Judah took possession of Apollonius's sword and used it until his 

death as a symbol of vengeance. After Nahal el-Haramiah, recruits flocked to the 

Jewish cause. After several years of conflict Judah drove out his foes from 

Jerusalem, except for the garrison in the citadel of Accra in Jerusalem. He purified 

the defiled Bet Hamikdash and on the 25th of Kislev (December 14, 164 BCE) 

restored the service in the Temple. Upon hearing the news that the Jewish 

communities in Gilead, Transjordan, & Galilee were under attack by neighboring 

Greek cities, Judah immediately went to their aid. Judah sent his brother, Shimon, 

to Galilee at the head of 3,000 men; Simeon proceeded to successfully fulfill his 

task, achieving numerous victories and transplanted a substantial portion of the 

Jewish settlements, including women and children, to Judea. He personally led the 

campaign in Transjordan, taking with him his brother Yonatan. After fierce 

fighting, he defeated the Transjordanian tribes and rescued the Jews in fortified 

towns in Gilead. At the conclusion of the fighting in Transjordan, Judah turned 

against the Edomites in the south, capturing Hebron and Maresha. He then 

marched on the coast of the Mediterranean, destroyed the altars and statues of the 

pagan gods in Ashdod, and returned to Judea with much spoils. 

 

However, the war between the Jews and the Greek-Syrians continued. In 160 

BCE, Judah died in battle, being heavily outnumbered by the Greek general 

Bacchides. His brothers escaped with his body and he was buried in the 

Hasmonean family grave in Modiin, which scholars believe still exists today. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guerrilla_warfare
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Wadi_Haramia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samaria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acra_%28fortress%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_of_Jerusalem
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kislev
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilead
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transjordan_%28Bible%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galilee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hellenistic_civilization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edomites
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebron
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maresha
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashdod

