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Friday, October 4, Shabbat Shuvah, Kabbalat
Shabbat Program, 6:00PM, Kabbalat Shabbat
Service, 7:00PM; Oneg Shabbat to follow
Youth Choir will perform
Ruth Rosenberg will bless the Shabbat Candles
Rabbi Koppel will speak
Birthday Blessings for the month of October
Saturday, October 5, Shabbat Study and Schmooze
and Service-in-the-Round combined, 9:30AM
“Vayelech,” Deuteronomy 31:1-30;Hosea 14:2-10;
Michah 7:18-20;Joel 2:15-27
Friday, October 11; Shabbat Service, 7:00PM;
Oneg Shabbat to follow
Esther Timmeney will bless the Shabbat Candles
Rabbis Robinson and Koppel will speak: “Talk Back on
High Holiday Sermons”
Saturday, October 12,Shabbat Study and
Schmooze and Service-in-the-Round Combined,
9:30AM
“Haazinu,” Deuteronomy 32:1-52; II Samuel 22:1-51
Friday, October 18, Chol Hamoed Sukkot, Service,
7:00PM; Oneg Shabbat to follow
Lily Anne Neilson will bless the Shabbat Candles

One of my favorite prayers is Hashkiveinu.
There are so many beautiful musical arrangements, from plainchant to folk and camp to more
traditional and classical melodies. The sentiment
of the prayer itself is also beautiful, as we ask
God to watch over us in our sleep. At home, we
sing Hashkiveinu with Elishai as part of his evening ritual, along with bedtime sh’ma, and have
since he first came into the world. For me, the
idea of God spreading peace over us just conjures up a sense of serenity and calm. After the
hustle of the day, to recite Hashkiveinu restores
my soul.
And yet, one of the images, perhaps the most
famous from the prayer, is a contradiction. We
read, ufros aleinu sukkat shelomeicha: spread
over us your sukkah of peace.
What an image! This most gossamer, most
fragile object, a temporary booth put together
with scraps, with a roof full of holes, that a stiff
wind can blow over—that is what we ask God to
shelter us with? Usually we talk about God
spreading ‘wings’ over us or sheltering like a
Rock (long before Chevy!). But here, God’s
peace is likened to a Sukkah.
For me, it is a reminder of the fragility of peace.
Real shalom—peace, wholeness, accountability—is a frail thing, requiring continuous upkeep
and repair. There is no self-satisfaction in peace;

Rabbi Robinson will speak

Saturday, October 19, Shabbat Study and
Schmooze, 9:30AM; Morning Service, 11:00 AM
The Bat Mitzvah of Lily Anne Neilson, daughter of Jill
and Art Neilson, will be celebrated.
“Hol Hamoed Succot,” Exodus 33:12-23;
Ezekiel 38:18-23
Friday, October 25, Shabbat Service, 7:00PM;
Oneg Shabbat to follow
Erica Brignac will bless the Shabbat Candles
Rabbi Robinson will speak
Saturday, October 26, Shabbat Study and
Schmooze , 9:30AM; Morning Service, 11:00 AM
The Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin Brignac, son of Erica and
Ron Brignac will be celebrated.
“Bereshit,” Genesis 1:1-6:8; Isaiah 42:5-43:10
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only the continuous mending and work to make
sure it remains intact. We see that play out in our
world all the time: in politics, in our relationships,
where hurtful words and missteps can unravel a
friendship or partnership. A friend of mine, who
is both a rabbi and a relationships counselor,
once quipped to me that a successful marriage
is when two people know exactly how to tick
each other off, how to press each other’s’ buttons and then actively choose not to do that but
work their differences out through mutual respect
and support. Again, continuous repair and
maintenance is necessary to maintain shalom.
As flimsy as that peace may be, however, it’s
also expandable. There’s always room for more.
At Sukkot, there is the tradition of ushpizin: the
welcoming of guests. Some are actual guests in
our Sukkah: neighbors and friends and even
people we just met. In addition, we welcome a
whole host of spiritual ancestors: patriarchs and
matriarchs, kings and queens and prophets from
our tradition. Likewise, with God’s peace, there
is room enough to welcome everyone. The sukkah stands as a reminder that all are welcome.
As Rabbi Amy Perlin writes: “Exclusion or inclusion? The Torah is clear: the ideal is inclusion.
Our sukkah is open for all to come and dwell.
We welcome all Jews, and all who wish to join
us, in our tabernacle, and we welcome all who
seek to study Torah—our sukkah is a tabernacle
of Torah for everyone… There is room for all of
us in God’s sukkah…”
Sukkot has another name: The Festival of Ingathering, Chag He’asif. Just as our ancestors
gathered in the harvest, God gathers us into the
Divine Sukkah of Peace, a peace requiring constant care and attention. At this season, I hope
we find it in ourselves to welcome everyone into
our hearts, to welcome new guests into our sukkah, and to do the hard work of mending and repairing and maintaining peace in our world.

Scholarships Available
Congregation Beth Emeth has many scholarships available for Religious School. Camp,
Israel trips and NFTY program attendance.
Applications
are
available
at
BethEmethDE.org.
For questions or more information regarding scholarships,
contact
Scholarship
Chair
Brooke Carroll or Executive Director Jon Yulish, through the
temple office at 302-764-2393.

Thank you to our Ushers for
November
November 1

Barbara Gould and
Jeffrey Walterscheid
November 8 Madeline and Allan Rubinow
November 15 Julie and David Glazier
November 22 Ira Zinner
November 29 Debra and Aaron Nathans

Quote of the Month
“If we cannot end our differences , at least we
can make the world safe for diversity.”
John F. Kennedy
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have accomplished.
That being said, there is still so much more
work to be done. This Sukkot, as you celebrate and appreciate the bounty in your lives,
please consider helping the ushpizin in our
community - re-up your commitment to helping
those in need in our community. Joseph’s Pantry is always in need of support and there are a
wide variety of ways to help: collect food to donate, donate money, volunteer to stock the
shelves, or most importantly, volunteer to visit
with and help our guests when they visit on
Tuesday evenings - it is a very meaningful experience. It is easy for us to relax in the comfort
of our own personal harvest - the bounty of
food and friendship that surround us. As autumn approaches please remember the most
important mitzvot of Sukkot, welcoming and
serving those who lack what we have. Open
your hearts and extend the warmth of your
friendship to those who need it the most.
Wishing you a fulfilling Sukkot.

October has arrived. The leaves are changing
color and falling. The apples are ripening and
being plucked ready to be dipped in honey.
Rosh Hashana and the dread surrounding the
fast of Yom Kippur and the seriousness of that
day have come and gone. Perhaps more than
the apples and honey of the New Year and the
feast which marks the end of Yom Kippur, it is
Sukkot with its celebration of the harvest and its
elevation of dried leaves and fruits, that is the
most intertwined with our idea of autumn.
While Sukkot does not immediately come to
mind when we think of the “High Holy Days,” its
level of importance should not be underestimated. Following an intense season of selfreflection and renewal, this weeklong festival
shifts our focus from internal reflection to
external, reminding us that the world is bigger
than ourselves and our families. Sukkot’s emphasis on the celebration of the harvest, the
earth’s ability to grow, nurture, and produce the
food which sustains us and on the welcoming of
the stranger to partake of this harvest with us reminds us that we are responsible for so much
more than our own individual lives and welfare.
Nearly a year ago, Rabbi Robinson
announced that our congregation would open a
food pantry in our building, opening our doors
and providing food and other vital resources for
those in our community who are in need. This is
the epitome of one of the core values of Sukkot
- ushpizin - welcoming the guest. During Sukkot
we are constantly reminded of the bounty we
have in our lives - both physical bounty of food
and metaphysical bounty of love and friendship.
We are able to gather with friends and family
under the temporary walls of our sukkah and eat
our meals, enjoying good food and good company. During these times of plenty and mirth, we
are also reminded that there are those who lack
this security and these resources. Over the past
year, members of our congregation have worked
tirelessly to bring Joseph’s Pantry to life: collecting donations, securing food bank support,
stocking the pantry, greeting our guests and
their families week after week. It is an excellent
start and we should be very proud of what we
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marriage…a few other things as well…but they
recognize the nature of twenty-first century Judaism and thankfully aren’t ready to toss out the
baby with the bathwater. We’re just too small a
people to consider everyone but themselves as
the “other.”
I will say unequivocally that even the Conservative movement at this time will not consider a
person Jewish if his/her mother isn’t Jewish. Perhaps one day they, too, will adopt “Patrilineality”
as we did a few decades ago. This means that a
person is considered Jewish if the father is Jewish and the mother is not provided that the child
is raised exclusively as a Jew and commemorates Jewish lifecycle events such as Bar/Bat
Mitzvah which affirms his/her Jewish identity.
We are told that the second Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed not just because of the superior strength of the Romans. Rather, it was
destroyed because of sin’at chinam, senseless
hatred, among our People. When we don’t look
down on each other; when we recognize that in
numbers there is strength; when we respect differences among Jewish branches, then perhaps
the Messianic Age - maybe even a messiah - will
come to be. This rabbi isn’t holding his breath.
Again, have a healthy and joyous year. May
justice and righteousness reign supreme. May
peace be upon us real soon.

“In the Eyes of Other Jews”
Someone asked me how Reform Jews are
viewed by the other branches of Judaism. I responded, “That depends.” First of all, in most
cases there’s no issue with respect to Conservative or Reconstructionist Jews. Why? Because
the Orthodox aren’t enamored with them either.
But it also depends on the inclination of a specific Orthodox group. And it’s not just the nonOrthodox who might be the target of this-or-that
branch. Indeed, I’ve been told that most of the
Chasidic sects won’t let their daughters marry
men who are Chabad Lubavitch. Because of
Chabad’s outreach to secular and less-thanChasidic members-of-the-tribe, some sects look
down on them. Furthermore, Chabad has a loveaffair with their beloved late rebbe, Menachem
Mendel Schneerson who is considered to be the
possible mashiach, messiah they’ve been waiting for. This is unacceptable to other sects inasmuch as they have their own leaders; whether
they view these leaders as potential mashiachmaterial, who knows (in fact, who cares!)? Well,
if that’s true about the attitude of other sects toward Chabad, Reform doesn’t stand a chance.

Joseph’s Pantry School Supplies
Many thanks to our congregants who donated
school supplies for the Joseph’s Pantry clients.
The supplies were greatly appreciated. Thank
you to: Karen Jacobs, Amanda and Rick Lewis,
Kim and Alan vonWeltin, Debra Johnson,
Christine Chastain-Warheit, Jeffrey Politis,
Natalie Wolf, Lauren Aussprung, Jan Goodman,
Sue Paul, Rabbi Peter and Suzy Grumbacher,
Rebecca Scalio, Sharon Miller, Jane Kursh,
Barbara Aronstam, Mara and Ira Tartack, Jan
Zimmerman, HarrietAnn and Rich Litwin,
Barbara Goldberg and the Torregiani Family.

Please Join Us For
The Dedication of a Monument
Honoring the memory of the
Jewish Members of the Armed Forces
of the United States of America
who gave their lives preserving
our freedom and democracy
Sunday, November 10, 2019
at 12:00 Noon
Beth Emeth Memorial Park
1220 Faulkland Road, Wilmington
Refreshments will follow
There are many Orthodox rabbis who have respect for us, who regard us as Jewish as they
are. They surely disagree with our perspectives
on observance, halacha (Jewish law), and mixed
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And all of that, together, brings together a
holiday that so naturally falls into experiential
education, that it is easy to not even notice that
it is. But the entire celebration is full of direct
experience and reflection. For me, as it always
falls close to the start of the year, it is also a
reminder for me as an educator. A reminder
that students (of all ages) learn through experience—that through doing, students gain skills,
develop knowledge, and clarify values. A reminder that learning can happen in so many different places. A reminder that learning can involve all of the senses. A reminder that the inclusion of different learning modalities is
essential. And a reminder that all of this can,
and should, be full of joy.
And that is my hope for all of us. That even
when we are feeling fragile, we have reminders
of hope. That we be sheltered, even as we
seek to shelter others. That we bring beauty to
all places. That we appreciate that which is
directly around us, as well as the greater world.
And that we find opportunities for joy, always.
May we all find ways to experience these Holy
Days throughout this season. May we all find
moments to reflect on those experiences. And
may we each learn from the experience.

Long before I had the language to express, or
even describe it, I was a strong believer in the
power and importance of Experiential Education.
In broad brush strokes, this refers to the educational philosophy of learning through direct experience and focused reflection. Jewish learning
has had elements of this throughout the history
of Jewish education—and in the past decade or
so, there has been a significant amount of focus
on this field, including research, training, curricula, and support. It is at the heart of what we do
in much of our learning at CBE. And it is, indeed, so natural to Jewish living in general. It is
such a part of the Jewish experience, that it’s
naturally part of Jewish life.
Sukkot is a fantastic example of this (as are
many of our holiday celebrations).
On Sukkot, we go to a different place; we build
a structure, with specific requirements, and also
room for creative expression; we decorate that
structure thoughtfully; and then we dwell in that
structure. We welcome people into our sukkah.
We savor the flavors of the fall harvest (or, at
least, of the foods we associate with fall). We
welcome metaphysical/spiritual guests through
ushpizin. We shake the lulav and etrog and revel in the sounds and the smells. And we consider how these ancient traditions connect us to
thousands of generations before us—and to
those yet to come. And, throughout all of this,
our liturgy includes songs of praise, as well as
pleas for being saved. We are reminded of the
imagery of the sukkah throughout Jewish tradition, particularly the sukkah of peace that we call
upon as a vision for a more complete world.
And as we notice that the sukkah is partly open,
we realize that we are part of the world around
us. And as we notice that the schach that
covers the roof is open enough to see the stars,
we are reminded of the shelter that so many
seek daily, as well as the spiritual and emotional
shelter that can feel elusive at times. And we
are reminded, throughout, that the holiday is one
of joy—a reminder that joy can be attained, even
in dark times, even when the fragility of our lives
is palpable.
5

Chapter 134).
I think this rule is purposely vague. I have some
bamboo mats to make the roof our our sukkah, so I
think I’ve got this rule covered. (I am grateful that we
were able to replace the roof at Beth Emeth three
years ago and look forward to the end of this fiscal
year when that roof will be paid in full!)
Enough boughs should be placed upon the sukkah
so as to have more shade than sun. If it has more
sun than shade, it is invalid. It is therefore necessary
to put on enough branches, so that even if they
should dry up, there would still be more shade than
sun (Code of Jewish Law, Condensed Version,
Chapter 134).
Oh wait, there are more rules about the roof? I still
think the materials I have for the roof will be fine.
(Again, Beth Emeth’s roof is in fine shape!)
A sukkah that is erected underneath the branches
of a tree is invalid. Even if the branches by themselves would provide more sun than shade, and the
sukkah has been adjusted by means of putting there
on extra branches, it is, nevertheless, invalid (Code
of Jewish Law, Condensed Version, Chapter 134).
I guess this means the sukkah is going right next to
my front patio because I have a large black ash that
takes up most of my side yard and two magnolia that
take up the rest of the front yard and I’m certainly not
removing those trees. (I am grateful that we have
been able to maintain and remove trees at Beth
Emeth as necessary.)
The obligation may be fulfilled with a borrowed sukkah but not with one that is stolen. Hence, a sukkah
may not be erected on a public place. In an emergency, however, when one has no other sukkah
available, one may sit in such a sukkah and say the
prescribed benediction (Code of Jewish Law, Condensed Version, Chapter 134).
Thanks to the generosity of the vonWeltins, borrowed vs. stolen is not even a concern. (I hope you
will find your way to Beth Emeth during Sukkot to sit
in OUR congregation’s sukkah, say the blessing,
shake lulav and etrog, and have a nosh. Chag
Sameach!)

On Sukkahs and House and Grounds
Thanks to the generosity of our past-president, Kim
vonWeltin and her husband, Alan, my family will be
erecting a sukkah in our front yard this month. I’ve
wanted to do this for years – going so far as downloading the directions for building one of those PVC ones
and yet, I’ve never gotten around to do doing it. But
before I can start planning sleepouts, cocktails, and
brunches – I need to put the thing up and making me
nervous.
I’m lucky; because of our Executive Director, and our
House & Grounds chair and committee, I don’t really
have to get involved in “physical plant” at Beth Emeth. I
mean, I know what’s going on, I just don’t have to do
the work myself. The same can not be said for this sukkah that’s going up in my yard. I have the polls, I have
the tarps, I have the lashings, I have something for a
roof. Oh, and I have the directions for assembly – but
it’s the instructions that are causing me stress.
Unlike synagogue upkeep, erecting a sukkah has so
many rules!
According to Bet Shammai, the sukkah must be large
enough to contain a man’s head, most of his body, and
his table (Talmud, Sukkah 2:7).
The sukkah seems to be quite large, so I’ve got that
covered. This is not something we have to worry about
as a synagogue building.
The walls of the sukkah may be made of any material
but must be sturdy enough to withstand an ordinary
wind (Code of Jewish Law, Orach Chayim 630: 10).
I have tarps and lashings – I think that covers me as
long as there’s not a hurricane. (I’m grateful the Beth
Emeth building has strong walls.)
It is meritorious to start building the sukkah immediately after Yom Kippur, even if it is Friday, because a
chance to perform a precept should not be put off. One
should choose for it a clean site. Everyone should build
the sukkah,even if one is an eminent person (Code of
Jewish Law, Condensed Version, Chapter 134).
I’ve already blocked out time on my dad’s calendar to
come over and help me with sukkah building. I think
my front yard is clean enough. (I am grateful that the
grounds and gardens around Beth Emeth are kept up
so wonderfully, thanks to the hard work of House &
Grounds. Also, I’m grateful that this is not 1953 and I
don’t have to be involved in constructing Beth Emeth.)
There are many different opinions regarding the roofing of the sukkah. However, since we generally cover it
with the branches of trees, or with reeds, which are detached products of the soil and not subject to defilement and are not tied together, there is no cause for
scruples (Code of Jewish Law, Condensed Version,
6
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7 (8 Tishrei)

Monday

Sukkot
Columbus Day
Business Office Closed
12:00p Pizza Lunch in the Sukkah

21 (22 Tishrei)

Erev Sukkot
9:00a Religious School
9:00a Brotherhood
5:30p Sukkot Dinner & Program

20 (21 Tishrei)

9:00a Religious School
12:30p Pre-WRJ Kallah Meeting
4:00p Tree of Life Commemoration

27 (28 Tishrei)

28 (29 Tishrei)

9:00a Religious School
Simchat Torah and Sh'mini Atzeret
11:00a Caring Committee Meeting
Yizkor
5:00p Consecration Service, Dinner &
Building Closed
Program
11:00a Yizkor Service

14 (15 Tishrei)

13 (14 Tishrei)

9:00a Religious School
12:00p Stocking for Joseph's Pantry
12:00p Tashlich Family Picnic
5:00p Food Pantry Open
12:00p HHD Torah Reader Rehearsal 7:00p Choir and Band Rehearsals
12:30p Pre-WRJ Kallah Meeting
3:00p Memorial service at Beth
Emeth Memorial Park

6 (7 Tishrei)

Sunday

24 (25 Tishrei)

Chol HaMo-eid Sukkot

17 (18 Tishrei)

Building Closed

10 (11 Tishrei)

3 (4 Tishrei)

Thursday

30 (1 Cheshvan)
4:00p Hebrew School
5:30p Psalms: Poetry of the Jewish
Sould

29 (30 Tishrei)

31 (2 Cheshvan)

4:00p Hebrew School
9:00a Endowment Committee Meeting
5:30p Psalms: Poetry of the Jewish
7:30p Introduction to Judaism
Sould

12:00p Stocking for Joseph's Pantry
5:00p Food Pantry Open
7:00p General Sisterhood Meeting

12:00p Stocking for Joseph's Pantry
5:00p Food Pantry Open

23 (24 Tishrei)

Chol HaMo-eid Sukkot
1:30p Memory Cafe
4:00p Hebrew School
5:30p Psalms: Poetry of the Jewish
Sould

22 (23 Tishrei)

16 (17 Tishrei)

Chol HaMo-eid Sukkot
12:00p Stocking for Joseph's Pantry
5:00p Food Pantry Open
7:00p Board Meeting

Yom Kippur
Yizkor
8:30a Tot Service
9:30a Traditional Service
1:30p Contemporary Service
3:30p Afternoon Service
4:30p Yizkor Service
5:30p Neil'ah Service
6:30p Congregational Break fast

9 (10 Tishrei)

1:30p Memory Cafe
4:00p Hebrew School

2 (3 Tishrei)

Wednesday

15 (16 Tishrei)

Kol Nidre
8:00p Kol Nidre

8 (9 Tishrei)

12:00p Stocking for Joseph's Pantry
12:00p Exploring Jewish Ethics:
Generosity and Gratitude in Judaism
5:00p Food Pantry Open

1 (2 Tishrei)

Tuesday

October 2019

5:30p ShowUpForShabbat - Dinner
and Services
7:00p Shabbat Service
8:00p Oneg Shabbat

25 (26 Tishrei)

Chol HaMo-eid Sukkot
Choir Performs
7:00p Shabbat Service
8:00p Oneg Shabbat

18 (19 Tishrei)

7:00p Shabbat Service
8:00p Oneg Shabbat

11 (12 Tishrei)

Youth Choir Performs
Shabbat Shuvah
6:00p Kabbalat Shabbat Program
7:00p Kabbalat Shabbat Service
8:00p Oneg Shabbat

4 (5 Tishrei)

Friday

9:00a Torah Study
11:00a Shabbat Service
11:00a Bar Mitzvah - Brignac
7:30p Beth Emeth Whiskey and Wine
Tasting Event

26 (27 Tishrei) B'reishit

Chol HaMo-eid Sukkot
9:00a Torah Study
11:00a Shabbat Service
11:00a Bat Mitzvah - Neilson

19 (20 Tishrei)

9:30a Torah Study & Service Combination

12 (13 Tishrei) Haazinu

9:30a Torah Study & Service Combination

5 (6 Tishrei) Vayeilech

Saturday

Memorial Service

In memory of the departed whom we now
remember...We share in the recent bereavement suffered by members of our temple
family and extend our
sincere condolences to:

Beth Emeth Memorial Park will continue its
longstanding tradition of holding a memorial
service on the Sunday afternoon between Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. This year’s service
will be held on October 6 at 3:00 PM at the
cemetery, located at 1220 Faulkland Road. It is
of course, no coincidence that Jewish tradition
also urges us to visit the graves of loved ones
during this season.
It doesn’t matter whether your loved ones are
interred at Beth Emeth Memorial Park, in another nearby cemetery or in some other part of the
country. Join us under the canopy to hear their
names read aloud and to stand together as we
recite Kaddish. The ceremony is brief, moving
and dignified. The natural surroundings provide
just the right time and place to reconnect with
past memories and contemplate new beginnings.

Donna and Andrew Barrett on the death of
Andrew’s father, Edmund Barrett.
To the Congregation on the death of our
member, Shirley Weiner.

Rischa Fishman on the death of her husband,
Harry Fishman

The Caring Committee
The Caring Committee provides opportunities
to help members of our CBE community in a
variety of ways. They include making soup and
meals, writing cards and making calls, consoling the bereaved, distributing holiday gifts and
visiting members of our community in facilities
and their homes. The Committee meets monthly from September through May. New committee members are always welcome. Contact
Judith Insinga at jjschnitman@yahoo.com or
302-764-4093 for more information about the
Caring Committee.
Caring Committee Soup
Low-sodium soups made by Caring Committee
members are available in the Beth Emeth freezer. Any congregant who would benefit is welcome to help themselves to containers of soup.
If you know someone who might benefit from
receiving soup, please contact Judith Insinga at
302-764-4093, and the Committee will arrange
for delivery.

Congregation Beth Emeth 2019/5780 High
Holidays Service Schedule
October 8, 2019 Erev Yom Kippur
(Kol Nidre)
8:00 PM *
October 9, 2019 Yom Kippur
8:30 AM Tot Service**
9:30 AM Traditional Service*
1:30 PM Contemporary Service*
3:30 PM Afternoon Service*
4:30 PM Yizkor Service*
5:30 PM Neilah Service*
*Babysitting provided at no charge.
**Open to the community; ticket required
Tickets are required for all services

The Caring Committee is pleased to announce
the distribution of the synagogue music CD
“Shirei Dor: Songs of a
Generation.” Please stop by
to pick up your reserved CD
between the hours of 9:00
AM and 5:00 PM, Monday
through Thursday, and 9:00
AM to 4:00 PM on Fridays.
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Other High Holyday Learning Opportunities
Exploring Jewish Ethics: Generosity and
Gratitude in Judaism, Tuesday, October 1,
2019, 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM. What does it mean
when we speak of generosity? Frequently, we
speak of the act of giving, as if to be generous is
to perform acts or offer gifts outside ourselves.
But are we actually, only being “half-generous?”
How do we respond when we are the recipients
of generosity? What does Judaism teach us
about being the recipient, rather than the contributor? How do we allow our yetzer, our inner being, to interfere with generosity, shutting down
our ability to receive a blessing? How can what
we do help us be more generous, as givers and
receivers? And how does that help us serve the
other? We’ll explore these questions and more
together. Light dairy lunch provided. Please go to
https://www.bethemethde.org/event/second-dayrosh-hashanah-discussion--lunch1.html to make
your reservation.
Erev Sukkot - Dinner & Program
Sunday, October 13, 2019 - 5:30 PM, Re-Entry
Simulation
Dozens of Delawareans complete
their terms of incarceration and reenter society
every day; but adjusting to life outside of a correctional institution can be very difficult. The
reentry process requires an individual to follow
very detailed, and often onerous procedures
which can overburden those trying to reestablish
their lives. While many of these procedures are
well intentioned and have a purpose, we must
recognize the challenges these individuals face
on their road to a successful reintegration.
This interactive event is designed to place participants “in the shoes” of recently released individuals. The simulation exposes participants to
the difficulties formerly incarcerated persons face
upon reentering the community.
Pizza-in-the-Hut
Join us on Monday, October 14, 2019, at 12:00
PM; bring an item for Joseph’s Pantry.
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Sisterhood News

you can mail your contribution with the form
that you receive in your packet. For membership questions, please contact Karen Caplan at
skcaplan@comcast.net. For questions about
Sisterhood events, please contact Missy
Rosenthal at mmrosenthal@comcast.net. For
questions about Books and Bagels, please
contact
Heather
Margolin
at
h.m.margolin@gmail.com. For general Sisterhood questions or questions regarding Women
of Reform Judaism, please contact one of our
two presidents, HarrietAnn Litwin at hslitwin@msn.com
or
Sarah
Kittinger
at
singr98@aol.com.

Sisterhood’s Books and Bagels 2019-2020
December 8, 2019 “The Secret Chord” by
Geraldine Brooks- A rich and utterly absorbing novel about the life of King David, from the
Pulitzer Prize–winning author of People of the
Book and March.
February 23, 2010 “And After the Fire” by
Lauren Belfer - National Jewish Book Award
Winner - The New York Times-bestselling author of A Fierce Radiance and City of
Light returns with a new powerful and passionate novel—inspired by historical events—about
two women, one European and one American,
and the mysterious choral masterpiece by Johann Sebastian Bach that changes both their
lives.
April 26, 2020 “Inheritance” by Dani Shapiro
– New York Times Bestseller - a memoir about
the staggering family secret uncovered by a
genealogy test: an exploration of the urgent
ethical questions surrounding fertility treatments and DNA testing, and a profound inquiry
of paternity, identity, and love.
All discussions will be held at Beth Emeth at
9:00 AM. There is a $5.00 cover charge for the
light breakfast, or $4.00 plus an item to donate
to Joseph’s Pantry. Please RSVP to Heather
Margolin by calling her at 302-477-0737 or
email her at h.m.margolin@gmail.com.

To see the full calendar of
events for Sisterhood for 201920, please go to this webpage:
https://
images.shulcloud.com/969/
uploads/Sisterhood/Congregation-Beth-EmethSisterhood-2019---20-calanedar-of-events002.pdf.
In the words of Nellie
McClung, a brave and
strong advocate for women in the early 1900s,
"Women are going to
form a chain, a greater
sisterhood than the world
has ever known." We
hope that you will join our
Sisterhood chain this year and help us to
strengthen our incredible group of women here
at Beth Emeth.
List of Funds to Donate to at CBE

Sisterhood membership starts at $36.00 for
the year. Your donation helps us to plan wonderful events for Sisterhood, in addition to helping us purchase needed items for Beth Emeth
and support our local and global communities. You will meet new friends and have an
opportunity to see lifelong friends as well! You
do not need to be a member of Beth Emeth to
be a member of Sisterhood. So, if you know
someone who you think would like to join us,
please feel free to forward this email along to
friends and family!

ABLEMAN LITURGICAL ARTS FUND - Provides programs, contemporary worship or special musical events during Jewish Music Celebration.
PAUL AND LILLIAN CRAMER MEMORIAL
FUND - To purchase equipment, and to enrich
school educational programs; to fund capital
improvements and maintenance to Temple
property.
FAMILY ASSISTANCE - For needy families.
HARRY AND ESTHER JACOBS
MEMORIAL FUND - For Adult Education and
other special programs.
(continued on page 11)

Sisterhood membership packets will be arriving in the mail in early September. You are
welcome to register for Sisterhood online or
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ADULT AND YOUTH CHOIR FUND – to promote and support the Adult and Youth Choir
needs.
LEONA ELKINS SCHOLARSHIP FUND –
awarding need based scholarship to students
of CBE studying Hebrew or advanced Hebrew
Studies at CBE, Gratz Hebrew High School or
education programs in Israel.
RABBI HERBERT E. DROOZ & FLORENCE
Z. DROOZ FUND – awards for scholastic excellence.
JUDGE STIFTEL AND YAFFEE FUND –
needs recommended by the Endowment Fund
Committee and the Board of Trustees.
THE HARRY & BLANCHE WOLPERT FUND Family assistance fund .
STAT FAMILY GIFT FUND- Religious School
camp and Israel trip scholarships
HAROLD & BEATRICE SNYDER CAMP HARLAM FUND- For Camp Harlam Scholarships.
MILTON & GAIL WAHL FUND - subsidize the
publishing of The Orbit.
THE MEMBERSHIP ASSISTANCE FUND - to
assist families or individual to pay the minimum
dues.
CARING COMMUNITY COMMITTEE – To
support the Beth Emeth community with care
baskets, driving needs, food, cards, etc…
THE CONGREGATION BETH EMETH EDUCATION FUND – or supplies and programs for
educational needs.
THE IRENE PACKLES MEMORIAL FUND
FOR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS- Contributions
made to this fund will enable our high school
students to make the transition to college more
easily, with regard to their Jewish identity.
THE LARRY ISAKOFF MUSIC PERFORMANCE FUND- income from this fund will be
used to pay for musical events such as cantorial and choir concerts, musical plays, etc.
(continued on page 12)

KEIL-HERRMANN MEMORIAL FUND - To
support annual Scholar-in-Residence lecture
series.
BERNARD KRESHTOOL MEMORIAL FUND For Living Judaism programs such as Adult
Jewish Education.
MILTON & HATTIE KUTZ SCHOLARSHIP
FUND - To help defray expenses of our youth
at Jewish camps, conclaves, Gratz High
School, as well as school
tuition.
EDITH LABOVSKY MEMORIAL FUND FOR
STUDENT VISITS TO ISRAEL – Assistance
for Youth and Family Education.
DR. LEO AND JULIA B. BLUMBERG SCHOLARSHIP FUND - For the same such purposes
as the KUTZ FUND.
DIRECTOR OF LIFE LONG LEARNING DISCRETIONARY FUND - for the Religious School
LIBRARY FUND - To purchase books for the
library.
MARGARET MAY MEMORIAL
JEWISH
FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION FUND - For Jewish educational programs.
MAZON - A Jewish Response to Hunger fundraising to help solve the problem of hunger.
RAYMOND AND ESTHER MCDONALD
MEMORIAL FUND - For activities relating to
the State of Israel.
RABBI GRUMBACHER MUSIC FUND - To
promote Jewish music with guest musicians
and purchase music.
PRAYER BOOK FUND - funding for prayer
book and bookplates call the office for pricing.
RABBIS'/CANTOR’DISCRETIONARY FUNDS
- To support Jewish causes, pursue acts of loving kindness, etc. Rabbi and Cantor has a
separate fund.
ROSENTHAL JEWISH BOOK MONTH
LECTURE FUND - To promote Jewish
Literature and a biannual lecture.
SOCIAL ACTION FUND - To be used at the
discretion of the Social Action Committee for
local groups in need i.e. Sojourner's Place.
TEMPLE FUND - Undesignated contributions for general congregation purposes.
VANCE BOLEN MEMORIAL FUND - To support Cadet Aides.
PEARL K. BREGMAN MEMORIAL FUND fund available for use by the Caring Community Connection Committee.
ALICE SCHIFF MEMORIAL FUND – needs
recommended by the Endowment Fund Committee and the Board of Trustees.
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List of Funds to Donate to at CBE

The card is mailed when the check is received.
It is important that, when you send in a donation, you write specifically how you want the
donation listed. Please include a note with
your check, printed clearly or typed, stating
exactly how you want the contribution to read.
For example: Mary and John Doe in memory
of…, Mr. and Mrs. John Doe in honor of…, Mr.
John and Mrs. Mary Doe in beloved memory
of….
Please remember to write legibly and to list
which funds you would like your donation to go
to. Please make your check payable to Congregation Beth Emeth. Also, The Orbit usually
runs three weeks ahead of schedule so it may
take three weeks for your donation to appear
in The Orbit from the date you mail it. Thank
you for your cooperation.

ARCHIVE FUND - to pay for archive activities.
YOUTH AND FAMILY PROGRAMMING – for
youth and family programs.
THE HOLOCAUST GARDEN MAINTENANCE
FUND – Maintenance of the Holocaust Garden
THE TORAH REPAIR FUND – To repair the
Torah.
THE JERRY ARENSON LEADERSIP DEVELOPMENT FUND- for leadership development
THE SCHOLARSHIP FUND - to provide funds
for Religious School and Camp scholarships.
HOSPITALITY FUND – to help with noshes,
onegs and other events
JOSEPH PANTRY (Beth Emeth Food Pantry)
– to provide funds for the purchase of food in
order to supplement in-kind donations
JOSEPH ZIMMERMAN MEMORIAL MUSIC
FUND – to fund the hiring of a professional cellist during Kol Nidre.
Payments Made with Stock
For people who want to “give” stock as a donation or to pay their dues with it, you must follow these instructions.
1. Direct your broker to sell and to send a check
to Beth Emeth. 2. Direct your broker to transfer
stock to Beth Emeth’s broker. 3. Notify the
business office and let Jon, Lori, or Lisa know
that you have transferred stock, so that we may
credit your account. THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT PART! Tell one of us your name,
the # of shares you sold, the name of your
stock (i.e. AT&T or DuPont) & what the stock is
paying for (i.e. Dues).
If you want to transfer to our broker, please
call M & T Bank at 1-800-724-7788. Beth
Emeth’s account number is AZD 961050 and
the DTC number is 0443. If you have any
questions, please call the Business Office at
302-764-2393 and we would be happy to help
you.

Pineapple Bread Pudding
By Jamie Geller
Ingredients
1 cup sugar
1/2 cup butter
2 Eggs, beaten
1/2 cup milk (whole or evaporated milk)
1, 20 ounce can chunk pineapple, drained, but
reserve 2 tablespoons of juice
4 cups white or whole wheat bread cubed
(approximately 7 slices)
Preparation
1. Preheat oven to 375°F.
2. Cream together butter and sugar; add in
eggs, milk, pineapple and 2 tablespoons of the
reserved pineapple juice. Then fold in bread
cubes.
3. Pour into a 9 x 9-inch baking dish and
bake for 45 to 55 minutes or until set. If it gets
too brown, cover lightly with aluminum foil for
the last 5 to 10 minutes. Serve warm.
Makes 8 servings

A Note about Contributions
We welcome all contributions. If you wish the
contribution to be listed in The Orbit, there is a
minimum donation of $10. This also covers the
mailing of ONE acknowledgement card. Please
be sure to include the address if the person(s)
are not members of Congregation Beth Emeth.
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Here’s the problem, though. We can only visit, or check up on, or call people when we
know they are ill or hospitalized. Yes, sometimes we get a list from the hospital, but not
always. Yes, sometimes a friend might
remember to call. But too often we find out afterwards. And sometimes a long time afterwards,
months or even a year after a person has had
surgery or suffered an illness. No one should
have to suffer without community support; that
is what we’re here for. BUT WE CAN’T DO IT
WITHOUT YOUR HELP.
So, if you’ll permit me, I have two requests
for help:
1. IF YOU KNOW SOMEONE IS IN THE
HOSPITAL OR ILL, PLEASE LET ME
AND THE CLERGY KNOW. Please don’t
assume we know, and even if we do, I’d
rather hear twice than not at all.
2. If you’re capable of volunteering for the
Caring Committee to help, whether it’s writing cards or making soup or visiting the
sick directly, PLEASE DO.
In this way, we as a community can fulfill
those words of our tradition and, more importantly, do the work God compels us to do
for one another.

A Note from Rabbi Robinson
Every morning when Jews worship, we recite these words from the Mishnah: “These
are the duties whose fruit a person enjoys in
this world, while the reward is saved for him
in the world to come: …acts of lovingkindness …and visiting the sick...”
Whether or not we believe in a heavenly
reward of some kind, clearly there is a sense
that bikur cholim, visiting the sick, is an
essential aspect of Jewish life. This is reaffirmed in the Talmud and other rabbinic writings throughout the ages. We read in the
Babylonian Talmud, (Nedarim 39b if you
want to look it up), “It was taught: There is no
measure for visiting the sick. What is meant
by, 'there is no measure for visiting the sick?'
R. Joseph thought to explain it: its reward is
unlimited. Said Abaye to him: Is there a definite measure of reward for any precept? But
we learnt: Be as heedful of a light precept as
of a serious one, for thou knowest not the
grant of reward for precepts? But Abaye explained it: Even a great person must visit a
humble one. Raba said: [One must visit]
even a hundred times a day. R. Abba son of
R. Hanina said: He who visits an invalid
takes away a sixtieth of his pain. Said they to
him: If so, let sixty people visit him and
restore him to health?”
Sickness can take different forms, of
course; from the aged shut-in to the postpartum mother, to the person recovering
from surgery or in remission of chronic illness
of any age. Regardless, as Jews, we have
an obligation to reach out and be supportive.
There are many ways to do that. We pray
our mi sheberach prayer every Friday. Our
Caring Committee, led by Judith Insinga,
strives to visit shut-ins and congregants in
nursing homes, makes soup to take to those
recovering from illness once they’ve returned
home, and
regularly checks up on those
who need a little TLC. Our Brandywine Village Network provides opportunities for volunteering to help our seniors in Brandywine
Hundred. Our Jewish Federation tries to
send their chaplain to visit when Jews are
hospitalized, regardless of affiliation. And, of
course, I and the rest of the clergy team
make calls and visits when someone is in the
hospital.
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ADULT AND YOUTH
CHOIR FUND
In honor of the birth of
Ethel & Don Parsons’
granddaughter, Sydney
Ellis from Richard &
Judy Goldbaum

BERNARD
KRESHTOOL
MEMORIAL FUND
In memory of Tillie Savat
from Connie Kreshtool
JOSEPH’S FOOD
PANTRY

Ira Dicker & Marcia
Katzen
CARING COMMUNITY
COMMITTEE
In memory of Elton Resnick from Gerry, Ellen &
Marcy Resnick
FAMILY ASSISTANCE
In memory of Beatrice
Wilner from Suzy &
Peter Grumbacher

HOLOCAUST
MEMORIAL GARDEN
MAINTENANCE
In memory of my
mother Grace
Zimmerman, who was a
great gardener and lover of the natural world.
from Jan Zimmerman
LIBRARY FUND
In loving memory of
Phyllis Mendelsohn
from Ray Mendelsohn
& Family
In memory of Anne
Cherrin from Sue &
Dennis Cherrin
MILTON & GAIL
WAHL FUND
In loving memory of
Milton Wahl from Gail
Wahl
RABBI
GRUMBACHER
MUSIC FUND
In appreciation of the
Shirei Dor CD
from Phyllis & James
Feingold
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In memory of Samuel
Cherrin from Sue &
Dennis Cherrin
TEMPLE FUND
In memory of Samuel
Cherrin from Alan
Cherrin
In memory of Samuel
Fink from Anne
Jacobs
In memory of Isadore
Levin from Bruce,
Debbie, Rob, Dave &
Laura Levin
In loving memory of
father, grandfather &
great-grandfather,
N. Burton Levy
from Carolyn Kreston
& Family
In memory of Helene K.
Haltenorth from Dayle
& Michael Joseph
In memory of Bubbie
Loraine from Edythe L.
Rapkin
In honor of the
marriage of Lisa Honig,
daughter of Joy Honig
to Alex Schwartz
from Ellen & Bob
Kurtz

In loving memory of our
dear aunt, Signa Scher
and Louis Budin
from Ethel & Don
Parsons
In memory of Joseph
Ominsky from Frances &
Martin Markowitz
In memory of Edmund
Barrett from Greta &
Larry Wallis
In memory of Harry
Fishman from Howard &
Mary Un
In memory of Irwin
Goodman from Jan &
Rob Goodman
In memory of Harry
Fishman from Joseph
Karkoski
In memory of Alfio Aloisi
from Joyce Aloisi
In memory of Harry
Fishman from Marv &
Marti Kuypers
In loving memory of
grandmother and great
grandmother, Helene
Haltenorth from Pat &
Cary Levitt and Family
In memory of Harry
Fishman from Peg &
John Smoots
In memory of William
Flippen from Richard &
Dorothy Flippen
In memory of Joseph
Souriano from Stephen
& Carmen Shappell
In memory of Harry
Fishman from Sue Paul
In memory of Rose David
from Israel David

THE CONGREGATION
BETH EMETH
EDUCATION FUND
In memory of Anne
Michnick from Roberta
Golinkoff
YOUTH & FAMILY
PROGRAMMING
In memory of Edmund
Barrett from Amy Berg
Change of Address
Reminder
Don’t forget to contact
the temple office at 302764-2393 to change your
address or you may now
change your address
online. Simply go to our
website
at
www.bethemethde.org
and log in as a member.
You can manage your
account details online.
If you have not yet
logged in and need a
password, contact the
office and we will send
you a link.
You can also update
your telephone number
or email address, the
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same way. Most of the
temple correspondence is
mailed third class. The
post office does not forward any third class mail.
Do a Mitzvah, Sponsor
an Oneg
Do you have a special
event coming up? A
birthday, anniversary or
baby naming? Why not
honor it by sponsoring a
Friday night Oneg.
Please do a mitzvah and
call the temple office at
302-764-2393 to select a
date.

