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Friday, October 6, 5:00 PM, Bring Your own Shabbat  
Dinner, 6:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat  

Program, Kabbalat Shabbat Service 7:00 PM,  
Oneg Shabbat to follow 

Sarah McBride, LGBT Activist and National Press Secretary 
for Hunan Rights Campaign will speak  

Ilana Miniman will bless the Shabbat Candles 
Birthday Blessings for the month of October 

Saturday, October 7, 11:00 AM Yizkor Service, 12:00 PM 
Lunch and Learn, 7:00 PM Sukkot Social Event 

ñFirst Day Chol Hamoedò  
Wednesday, October 11, 2017, 5:30 PM, Consecration 
Service, 6:30 PM, Congregational Dinner and Dancing 

Friday, October 13, Service, 7:00 PM,  
Oneg Shabbat to follow 

Brennan Stark will speak: ñBuilding Sustainable Livesò 
Amy Sternberg will bless the Shabbat Candles 

Saturday, October 14, Shabbat Study and Schmooze, 
9:30 AM, Morning Service, 11:00 AM 

The Bar Mitzvah of Charles Max Sternberg, son of Amy 
and Craig Sternberg will be celebrated 
ñBereshit,ò  Genesis 1:1-13, Isaiah 42:5-12  
Friday, October 20, Service 7:00 PM,  

Oneg Shabbat to follow 
Rabbi Koppel will speak  

Hannah R. DôArgenio will bless the Shabbat Candles 
Saturday, October 21, Shabbat Study and Schmooze, 

9:30 AM, Morning Service, 11:00 AM 
The Bat Mitzvah of Hannah R. DôArgenio, daughter of 

Nancy and Nick DôArgenio will be celebrated 
ñNoah/Rosh Chodesh,ò  Genesis 6:9-18, Ezeki8el 45:16-25 

Friday, October 27, Service 7:00 PM,  
Oneg Shabbat to follow 
Rabbi Robinson will speak 

Amanda Lewis will bless the Shabbat Candles 
Saturday, October 28, Shabbat Study and Schmooze, 

9:30 AM, Morning Service, 11:00 AM 
The Bônai Mitzvah of Shelly Duncan, Susan Goodhart and 

Amanda Lewis will be celebrated 
ñLech Lecha,ò  Genesis 12:L1-17:27, Isaiah 40:27-41:16 

   Torah at the center.  
   Those were the words Rabbi Eric Yoffie, former 
head of our Movement, used more than 20 years ago 
to remind us of our purpose as Reform Jews,     
Americans, and people.  
   Torah is at the center of everything we do as Jews. 
It defines our response to the world around us by en-
gaging us in mitzvot, sacred obligations. It challenges 
us with narratives that, as moderns, we find both   
inspiring and perplexing in equal measure, and we 
constantly study to help make sense of where we 
came from, and try to understand where weôre going. 
Our choices in terms of ritual, the care for others, so-
cial justice, history, tzedakah, are all rooted in Torah 
and our response to Torah. Indeed Torah is at the 
center of our ritual practice; the climax of the Shabbat 
and holiday morning service is the reading of the To-
rah. When we reach that part of the service at bônai 
mitzvah, I often say that this is our chance to stand at 
Sinai once again. That isnôt hyperbole or just me 
making órabbi noisesô; the Torah Service is meant to 
be a reenactment of Sinai, with the Torah revealed, 
brought down from on high, and shared with the con-
gregation verbally through its recitation, and physical-
ly through the hakafa (the parade of the Torah) and 
hagbah (the lifting up of the scroll at the end of the 
reading). And, during that service, the congregation 
has the opportunity to reaffirm their commitment to 
Torah both verbally through the responsive portion of 
the Aliyah blessings, as well as physically by touching 
the Torah at the hakafa and reaching out toward it at 

http://www.bethemethde.org/
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Quote of the Month 
 

ñGreat is the Torah because it gives  
life to those who perform itò 
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hagbah, before it is put back in the ark.  
   As a congregation, I believe we do an excellent job 
of studying Torah: we have two weekly study groups 
that attract regular crowds, and our adult learning is 
well attended. And thatôs just formal learning at the 
congregation; Iôve always been impressed with the 
number of congregants who belong to independent 
study groups, attend workshops, or go to Torah 
study retreats of various kinds. And our school, 
unique in North America, is filled with kids who come 
in happy and eager to connect with the texts of our 
tradition. We clearly articulate our tikkun olam posi-
tions through the language of Torah as well.  But 
despite what I said about the recitation of Torah at 
worship, we seem to give it short shrift. This, despite 
the number of competent and thoughtful adult and 
teenage Torah readers we have as a congregation, 
who truly love the opportunity to share in the recita-
tion of our sacred text. Despite Torah study being 
well attended, Saturday morning services frequently 
lack a minyan. And bônai mitzvah services rarely see 
more than a handful of congregants in attendance.  
   I donôt know why that is; weôve tried all kinds of 
different óshtickô to change the dynamic on Shabbat 
morning, and am pleased to announce that the Litur-
gical Practices Committee under Riva Brown is ex-
ploring ways to make Shabbat Morning more robust 
and meaningful for our congregation. But in the 
meantime, we are left with a situation where we are 
not reciting Torah regularly in our sanctuary.  
   Starting this October, that will change. Beginning 
the Friday after Simchat Torah, starting with the first 
portion of the Torah, Genesis, we will be introducing 
a brief (BRIEF!) Torah service and recitation on Fri-
day nights, adding only a few minutes to the service 
time. As some of you know, Iôve been thinking about 
this for many years. When our service time changed 
a few years ago to 6:30, that originally grew out of a 
discussion at our then Ritual and Choir Committee 
about introducing Torah reading on Fridays. Ironical-
ly, this is an old Classical Reform tradition, going 
back to the 19th century, recognizing that busy work-
ers couldnôt get to Saturday morning services. Many 
congregations continue this tradition today even as 
other Classical Reform customs have waned (I grew 
up reciting Torah on Fridays, and even celebrated 
my bar mitzvah on a Friday, because that was the 
regular recitation of Torah in my congregation grow-
ing up). In recent years weôve only done this on spe-
cial occasions: the Song at the Sea, Confirmation; 
this will give us a chance at our regular service and 
another opportunity to connect with Torah through 
the recitation by lay leaders and clergy.  
   Torah should be at the center of what we do; may 
this new-old ritual inspire us and give us a closer 
connection to Torah in the new year.  

Brotherhood 
Breakfast 

 

   "Y Innovations  
Affordable Hous-
ing Solutions 
from the Next 
Generation" with 
Brennan Stark, 
Sunday, October 
15, 9:00 AM to  
10:30 AM. 

Brennan is a college freshman and member of Beth 
Emeth. In high school, he and several enterprising 
and forward-thinking friends founded Y Innovations 
to develop and implement solutions for affordable 
housing. They were written up in the News Journal 
a few months ago: http://delonline.us/2hQDFq8, 
and they have a Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/yinnovations 
   After Brennan's talk and discussion, we will have 
a short Brotherhood planning meeting. We will dis-
cuss our "Reinventing Brotherhood" initiative, and 
hope many of the younger members of the congre-
gation will attend and share their ideas. 
   This event is open to the public by reservation. 
Invite your friends! A bagel and lox breakfast is 
available for $5. 
   Call or email Steve Zimmerman at 302-547-0036, 
zimmerman.steven0@gmail.com), or reply to the 
late September email. 

http://www.brandywinevillagenetwork.org/

