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Friday, March 1, Kabbalat Shabbat Program, 6:00PM; 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 7:00PM,  

Oneg Shabbat to follow 
Jennifer Steinberg will bless the Shabbat Candles 

Rabbi  Robinson will speak 
Birthday Blessings for the month of March 

Saturday, March 2, Shabbat Study and Schmooze and 
Service-in-the-Round combined, 9:30AM 

ñVayakhel,ò  Exodus 35:1-38:20, 30:11-16, II Kings 12:1-17 
Friday, March 8, Shabbat Service, 7:00PM,  

Oneg Shabbat to follow 
Jennifer Zelvin McDloskey will bless the Shabbat Candles 
 Sarah Green, Learner and Community Outreach  
Specialist of Literacy Delaware will speak 

Saturday, March 9,Shabbat Study and Schmooze  
9:30AM, Morning Service, 11:00AM 

The Bar Mitzvah of Zakary Forrest Ward, son of  
Jennifer Zelvin McCloskey and Kieran McCloskey and  

Christopher Ward will be celebrated. 
ñPekude,ò Exodus 40:30-38, I Kings 8:10-6  
Friday, March 15, Shabbat Dinner, 5:30PM,  
Service, 7:00PM, Oneg Shabbat to follow 
Cheryl Hampson will bless the Shabbat Candles 

Rabbi Robinson will speak 
Saturday, March 16, Shabbat Study and Schmooze and 

Service-in-the-Round combined, 9:30AM 
   ñVayikra,ò  Leviticus1:1-5:26; Deuteronomy 25:17-19;I 

Samuel 15:2-34  
Friday, March 22, Service, 7:00PM, Purim Shpiel, The 

Adult Choir will sing music of Purim 
 Oneg Shabbat to follow 

Dylan Jayla Steinberg will bless the Shabbat Candles 
Saturday, March 23, Shabbat Study and Schmooze 

9:30AM, Morning Service, 11:00AM 
The Bat Mitzvah of Dylan Jayla Steinberg, daughter of  
Jennifer and Mitchell Steinberg will be celebrated 
    ñTzav,ò Leviticus 8:1-9, Jeremiah 7:21-25   
Friday, March 29, Service, 7:00PM,  

Oneg Shabbat to follow 
Sue Paul will bless the Shabbat Candles 

Rabbi Koppel will speak 
Saturday, March 30, Shabbat Study and Schmooze and 

Service-in-the-Round combined, 9:30AM 
ñShemini,ò Leviticus 9:1-11:47, Numbers 19:1-22, 

 Ezekiel 36:16-38 

What brings you joy?  
   That might seem like a frivolous question in 
this day and age. With so much going on and 
so many demands on our time, ójoyô may seem 
like a distant idea, a vague memory of another 
age, one less fraught and full.  
   And this time of year, is a time for rejoicing! 
We are instructed to rejoice in this month of 
Adar, the month in which we celebrate the holi-
day of Purim. The mitzvot of Purim require us 
to laugh, celebrate, act a little mischievously, 
dress up in costume and otherwise ñwhoop it 
up.ò  In fact, the rabbinic texts of the Midrash 
tell us that, of all the books of the Bible and all 
the holidays of the calendar, all will be negated 
in the World to Comeðexcept the book of    
Esther and the holiday of Purim! In fact, the 
rabbinic texts liken the holiday to Yom Kippur 
(ñyom ha-ki-PU-RIMò Get it?) and liken the High 
Priest on the Day of Atonement, dressed in his 
finery, to Queen Esther dressed in her royal 
gown approaching Ahasuerus. Both are actions 
done to save the Jewish people; one from our 
own failings, the other from outside hostility. 
But instead of it being a day of atonement and 
self-denial, it becomes a day of great rejoicing.  
   Why all this emphasis by the traditional com-
mentators? Because both self-denial and      
rejoicing lead to redemption. We may think that 
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Quote of the Month 
 

ñEach of us is important and has something to 
give.  Listen to the music within you and be-
lieve in yourself.  Do not be afraid. Take the 

risk of living.ñ 
Haria 

 

Thank you to our April Ushers 
 

April 5     Susan and Mark Detwiler 
April 12    Nzingha and Roger Kellman 
April 19    Jeff Margolies 
April 26     Beth and Leonard Stark 
 

our tasks, our obligations, require a dour seri-
ousness; Purim reminds us that joyfulness is not 
the same thing as frivolity, and is no obstacle to 
repairing the world. Joy is a Jewish value, an 
essential component to our lives and our fulfill-
ment of mitzvot. In fact, I would argue that, with-
out joy, we lose our ability to fulfill our sacred 
obligations. Joy helps us reframe those obliga-
tions: from tedious tasks set before us as obsta-
cles against happiness instead to opportunities 
to transform and be transformed by our encoun-
ter with the Other. Joy, therefore, is not merely 
about a fleeting moment of pleasure (though 
that might happen too), but rather a deeper con-
tentment, a satisfaction that emerges from our 
fulfillment of our sacred obligations.  
   Purim is a holiday about revealing secretsð
like finding this message hidden in our articles 
this month.   
   So, letôs return to that earlier question: what 
brings you joy? What allows you to feel as if you 
are fulfilling your sacred obligations? What 
brings you a taste of redemption, a taste of that 
World to Come? And what are you doing to 
make sure you are celebrating, that you are re-
joicing, that you are laughing and ówhooping it 
up?ô What are you doing to see the workðyour 
chosen taskðas an opportunity to serve the 
Other and be fulfilled in that service, rather than 
as a burden or an obstacle?  
   Psalm 126 reminds us, ñthose who sow in 
tears shall reap in joy.ò We do not deny the 
tears of our existence or experience. We 
shouldnôt deny our rejoicing either, for even our 
rejoicing can lead to redemption.  
 
 

Camp and Israel Scholarships Available 
 

   Congregation Beth Emeth 
has many scholarships avail-
able for camp and Israel 
trips. 
   For camp scholarships, 
please use the      Religious 

School scholarship application in the Religious 
School section at bethemethde.org. 
   If you are applying for an Israel scholarship, 
please send us a brief statement with the      
following information: 
�x�� Name of and brief description of the Israel 
experience 

�x�� Total cost of the trip 
�x�� Familyôs monetary contribution 
�x�� Reason that you are interested in the trip 
and how it will impact you Jewishly 

   Please send Israel trip information to 
jyulish@bethemethde.org by March 11, 2019. 
   For questions or more information regarding 
scholarships, please contact Scholarship Chair, 
Brooke Carroll, or Executive Director, Jon 
Yulish, through the temple office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...to Charlotte Gluckman on the birth of her 
great-grandson, Brooks David Shore. 
...to Dr. Rachel Pulverman-Silverman and  
Lowell Silverman on the birth on their son, 
Heath. Heath joins big sister, Dana. 
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