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Friday, December 1, Kabbalat Shabbat Service, 

7:00 PM; The Youth Choir will perform   
 Or join us at www.bethemethde.org.  

Rabbi Robinson will speak 
Saturday, December 2, Torah Study and Service 

Combination, 9:30 AM 
 “Vayishlach,”  Genesis 32:4-36:43; Obadiah 1:1-21 

Friday, December 8, Tot Shabbat Service, 5:30 PM, 
Chanukah Dinner, 5:45 PM; Shabbat Service, 
 7:00 PM, Or join us at www.bethemethde.org.  

Chanukah:  The Adult Choir will perform 
Rabbi Robinson will speak 

Saturday, December 9, Torah Study and Service 
Combination, 9:30 AM 

“Vayeshev,”  Genesis 37:1-40:23; Zehariah 2:14-4:7 
Friday, December 15, Shabbat Service, 7:00 PM 

Or join us at www.bethemethde.org.  
Renna Van Oot, Jewish Family Services, CEO  

will speak 
Saturday, December 16, Shabbat Study and 

Schmooze, 9:00 AM; 5th Grade Shabbat Service 
and Bruch, 10:00 AM 

 “Miketz,” Genesis 41:1-44:17; I Kings 3:15-4:1 
Friday, December 22, Chinese Diner, 5:30 PM; 

Shabbat Service, 7:00 PM 
Or join us at www.bethemethde.org.  

Saturday, December 23, Torah Study and Service 
Combination, 9:30 AM 

“Vayigash,”  Genesis 44:18-47:27;Ezekiel 37:15-28 
Friday, December 29, Shabbat Service, 7:00 PM 

Or join us at www.bethemethde.org.  
Rabbi Grumbacher will speak. 
Brian Gluck will lead the music. 

Saturday, December 30, Torah Study and Service 
Combination, 9:30 AM 

“Vayechi,”  Genesis 47:28-50:26; I Kings 2:1-12 
 
 
 

   What does it mean for us to strive to be hu-
man? The rabbis of old remind us that to be 
human is to be created in God’s image, and 
just as God visits the sick, clothes the naked 
and comforts the bereaved, so should we strive 
to do so as well. Likewise, the early rabbis un-
derstood this text to mean that, when there is 
no one else there to police your behavior, when 
there is no one to remind you of the mitzvot 
and our obligation to fulfill them, then we must 
strive ever more diligently in maintaining our-
selves to the ethical and moral standard we as-
pire to.  
   Historically, Judaism is not a single-player 
sport; it is a communitarian and social system 
requiring us to attune to the people in our 
midst, not only regarding ritual instructions 
such as coming together to form a minyan, but 
also in terms of maintaining our ethical stand-
ard. Author C.S. Lewis wrote that, “Integrity is 
doing the right thing, even when no one is 
watching,” an idea echoed by the American 
Philosopher Aldo Leopold, who said “Ethical 
behavior is doing the right thing when no one 
else is watching—even when doing the wrong 
thing is legal.” And both of those expressions 
reflect much of our modern, Western thought. 
Jewish tradition, however, understands and ex-
presses the imperative differently. The Talmud 

http://www.bethemethde.org/
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(Shevuot 39a) instead reminds us that Kol Yisra-
el aravim ze ba-ze, “All Israel is responsible for 
one another,” that is, we are each other’s’ guar-
antors in terms of our behavior. Leviticus 19 re-
minds us that we must lovingly (emphasis on 
lovingly) rebuke our fellow when they have done 
wrong, lest we bear the guilt for their misbehav-
ior (or worse, deny them the opportunity for re-
pentance). And the Talmud reminds us da lifnei 
mi atah omed, “know before whom you stand,” a 
reference to God in prayer surely, but also a re-
minder that, when we are before one another, 
we are held accountable for our actions.  
   Last month, when I wrote about the different 
kinds of antisemitism, as author Dara Horn ima-
gines them—the genocidal horror of “Purim” an-
tisemitism, and the conformist pressures of 
“Chanukah” antisemitism-- I was speaking of our 
casual, work-a-day encounters and what it 
means for us to speak up against both, and cel-
ebrate those who combat Jew-hate, especially in 
our schools, I could not have imagined the night-
mare that erupted into our lives less than 12 
hours after we celebrated Simchat Torah—with 
dancing and music and celebrating our youngest 
learners entering Torah study. As a people, we 
have experienced profound grief, been comfort-
ed by many in our community who witnessed the 
horror, and also been vexed both by often well-
meaning community members who focused on 
the pain in Gaza, misunderstood the conflict, or 
sometimes, without intention, stumbled into what 
Yossi Klein HaLevi describes as one of the old-
est forms of Jew-hatred that exists: the idea that 
our people deserve the suffering inflicted upon 
us. And there has been anger: at Hamas to be 
sure, at various governments in Israel who failed 
to protect its citizens or imagine a different rela-
tionship with Israel’s Palestinian neighbors, at 
the so-called allies who decided that pain could 
be evaluated on a sliding scale, and that empa-
thy was a limited resource to be dolled out. It’s 
enough to make us want to scream, to call for 
our own ‘days of rage’, to abandon our relation-
ships and commitments with non-Jews, to start 
to see everyone as suspect. It’s enough to want 
to wallow in the pit of despair. It’s enough to 
want to abandon this world.  
   But as Jews, that is not what we’re called to 
do. We must, instead, double down on our com-
mitment to be human. We must offer comfort to 
those who need it (I remarked to a community 
leader that it’s very Jewish for us in our grief to 
also turn our attention to the suffering of the Pal-

estinian civilian, like a mourner who, at the 
shiva home, asks about the other’s well-
being). We must clothe and home and sup-
port those in desperate need. Yes, we must 
correct others’ misconceptions, and we must 
affirm our values, but always from a place of 
love. And we must remember that we are 
accountable for our actions, our behaviors, 
and hold each other up as well. Because we 
must strive to be human.  
   As we anticipate Chanukah, let’s strive not 
just to remember it as a holiday commemo-
rating our people’s triumph over religious co-
ercion and hatred, but also a moment of 
lighting lights against the darkness. Not only 
a celebration of the rededication of the Tem-
ple in ancient days, but a rededication of the 
Temple of the Spirit within ourselves, a re-
commitment to our values and our relation-
ships. A commitment to be human when no 
one else may be.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Orbit Submission 

 
   Articles for the January 2024 issue of the 
Orbit are due on Wednesday, December 6 
at 9:00 AM.  Please email any articles to Lori 
at lwyzga@bethemethde.org.  

http://www.brandywinevillagenetwork.org/
http://www.brandywinevillagenetwork.org/
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Faulkland Rd.  

off DuPont Rd.  

For Information  

Call 

302-764-2393       

    Elizabeth F. Pellen 
(She/her) 

Quote of the Month 
 

 “Only love gives us the taste 
of eternity” 

Jewish Proverb 

   During my second year of Cantorial school, I 
served as a student cantor at a congregation in 
Long Island, NY. It was a fairly large, shul but 
their weekly attendance numbers for Shabbat, 
as with many synagogues, hardly reflected their 
size. I remember being wholly surprised when 
on the Shabbat which occurred in the middle of 
Chanukah, a Friday night in the middle of De-
cember, the pews of the sanctuary were sud-
denly packed to capacity with congregants of all 
ages - from young children to college students 
who had just returned home for winter break to 
the elderly - cramming into each row. Of course, 
I expected a slight uptick in attendance for the 
holiday but to see numbers rivaling high holy 
day attendance for a fun, but relatively minor 
holiday, was astounding. No one else, however, 
was even remotely surprised as this was normal 
for the Chanukah Shabbat. Upon seeing my sur-
prise, the cantor and rabbis of the congregation 
merely chuckled and told me to “wait and see.” 
It was then that I noticed that everyone was 
holding a candle wrapped in tin foil, which they 
had been given by the ushers as they entered 
the sanctuary. I was intrigued. 
   As the service began, the rabbi welcomed the 
congregation as usual, and then kept talking, 
the piano underscoring lightly below with a soft 
and beautiful melody, something vaguely famil-
iar but not completely recognizable. The rabbi 
segued into a story about a sanctuary that was 
lit only by the individual lamps of each congre-
gant, emphasizing the light we all bring to the 
community. As he spoke, the lights in the sanc-
tuary began to dim and the piano began to build 
slightly. He then segued into the power of light, 
how a single flame can light another and not be 
diminished, and those flames can continue to 
light others, only continuing to strengthen the 
light, never weakening. As he said this, he lit a 
candle he held in his hand and walked forward 
to the first row of pews and as he reached it, the 
lights in the sanctuary went out and then the pi-
ano stopped. All that remained was silence and 

the single light of his candle. The rabbi stepped 
forward and lit the candle of a congregant in 
that first row. As he turned around to ascend 
the bimah, and light the candles we were hold-
ing, that congregant lit those candles of the 
people next to her or behind her and they in 
turn did the same. It was an ethereal vision, 
watching each light spring up and give life and 
light to others. Within a minute, the entire sanc-
tuary was lit. An entire room lit by a single 
spark. It will probably stick with me for the rest 
of my life. 
   With the world in its current state, political 
turmoil, hate ever-present, terrorism and war, it 
is increasingly harder and harder to see the 
light. Moreover, we feel less and less inspired 
to try to repair the world when things seem so 
hopeless.  Now more than ever, it is so im-
portant to remember what that beautiful cere-
mony described above, demonstrated.  Just 
one light has the power to ignite an entire room 
and the light only grows ever more powerful. 
You have the power to spread your light, love 
and to inspire others - your family, your congre-
gation, your community, to do the same. This 
Chanukah, and beyond, let’s all work hard to 
bring light and hope to this world and to work 
hard to make it a better and more loving place.  
 

With light and love, Cantor Pellen 
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“When a Loving Congregation Honors Their 
Rabbi with Love!” 

 
   How I remember when Bryan Wexler’s dad, 
Barry, called me. He said, “Rabbi, I’ve got 
some news for you.” His voice, always soft, 
made me nervous. Not good news, I feared. 
“Bryan was accepted into rabbinical school.” 
Wow, I was so happy for him and Ruth, Bry-
an’s mom, and of course for Bryan. “But 
there’s something I have to tell you,” Barry 
said with an even softer voice. “It’s not       
Hebrew Union College. It’s the Jewish Theo-
logical Seminary.” “Yeah?” said I. Barry re-
sponded, “You’re not upset?” (What I wanted 
to say was, “I’d be upset if you said he was 
accepted into Saint Joseph’s Seminary!”) I 
responded, “Barry, Rabbi Sarah and I always 
knew he’d choose Conservative Judaism if 
he entered the rabbinate.” There was dead 
silence. “R E A L L Y ?” That’s how his father 
reacted. 
     At the end of October, Suzy and I attend-
ed a tribute dinner in Bryan’s honor in Temple 
Beth Sholom, the very large Conservative 
synagogue in Cherry Hill, New Jersey, where 
he has served as Assistant Rabbi for six 
years since his ordination. Another individual 
as well as a couple were also honored for 
their work. It was a beautiful affair…beautiful!  
   Bryan Wexler was a diamond in our reli-
gious school just as his mom and dad, Ruth 
and Barry, were diamonds in the congrega-
tion. You could always see his mind working, 
coming up with questions and offering an-
swers when I posed them.  
   He was regaled with wonderful remarks by 
congregants and friends; not surprisingly, his 
sister Andrea had nice things to say about 
him. She would have loved to have been 
there in person but is due to have her and her 
husband’s first child in a couple of months, so 
she viewed the evening on Zoom. I even had 
the chance to say a few things about Bryan, 
having been recorded a couple of months 
earlier. Ok, so they edited a lot of my awe-

inspiring words, but I did look good on that 
screen! 
   When Bryan spoke, no one was surprised 
that he started to cry. That was Bryan as a 
kid, and now as an adult. He is very emotion-
al. As those who spoke said, he is the defini-
tion of kind and sweet, bright, and optimistic. 
He had such sweet things to say about me, 
his childhood rabbi, and I got faklempt, a  
Yiddish term meaning choked-up. I said, 
“Bryan, you got me all faklempt,” and he said, 
“Rabbi, I’ve been faklempt all my life!” His 
senior rabbi (only ten years older than Bry-
an), and the Emeritus of the congregation, 
spoke glowingly about him, how he has add-
ed to the spirit of Beth Sholom, and how the 
kids and the adults are crazy about him. Was 
I surprised? Not for a second. And this rabbi 
– me – was so very proud to have had some-
thing to do with his choice of the rabbinate as 
his life’s work. 
   Did I say how phenomenal the entire even-
ing was? The food was out-of-this-world; the 
décor was matchless. What impressed me 
most, however, was the number of volun-
teers who, from what I understand, are al-
ways “there” for anything that happens in that 
congregation. That’s what a real “community” 
should be all about. The professional staff did 
what they had to do to organize the event, 
but the volunteers, members of the congre-
gation for years or for a short time, took it 
from there. It was no small task, but what 
was obvious is a sense of responsibility that 
has been nurtured over the years, an invest-
ment of love that motivates the laity to give of 
themselves, financially and, more important 
perhaps, emotionally. They care about their 
congregation. The Temple is a second home 
for the congregants in the best sense of the 
word! 
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   Chanukah is just around the corner, and 
that can mean only one thing: It's time to plan 
for next summer!  Yes, it’s also time to buy 
Chanukah candles and plan latke parties, but 
you already knew that, and besides, if you 
know me, you know I love to plan ahead. Be-
lieve it or not, by the time you read this, our 
religious school will have hosted URJ Six 
Points Camps and Camp Harlam on Camp 
Day, and registration will be open for the 
coming summer.   
   If you’ve had the opportunity to spend time 
in our religious school, you already know how 
important Jewish summer camp is to so 
many of our students. If you spend even 
more time with us on Sunday, you are likely 
to see first-hand how much Jewish summer 
camp our students bring with them into our 
religious school community. Each fall, our 
students return from Jewish summer camp 
eager to tell me what they have learned and 
accomplished. They bring camp stories, 
games, and even t’filah experiences to our 
religious school that add layers to our learn-
ing in so many ways, and they demonstrate 
leadership skills by hosting camp-style activi-
ties for one another during informal learning 
and holiday activities.  It is clear that our stu-
dents are not just enjoying their time at camp, 
but expanding their understanding of what it 
means to be Jewish and what it means to 
love being Jewish.  
   Our religious school year is a delicate bal-
ance of academic and skills-based learning 
combined with a taste of the sweetness that 
is summer camp. We love providing joyful 
communal experiences for our students with 
special events and celebrations, but there's 
just something about Jewish summer camp 
that you can't get anywhere else. At Jewish 
summer camp, our students live and breathe 
an immersive Jewish experience, all while 
playing, swimming, hiking, creating, and 
more. There are several fantastic options if 
you are interested in sending your children to 

Jewish summer camp this year. Camp Har-
lam, just 45 minutes away, offers a traditional 
camp experience. Several Six Points specialty 
summer camps around the country offer im-
mersive sports, science, or art programs. 
Registration is open now for all URJ camps, 
so now is the time to choose a camp and reg-
ister.  
    If you are worried about the cost of tuition, 
there are scholarships available for all URJ 
summer camps. In addition to partnerships 
with URJ synagogues and One Happy Camp-
er (OHC) sponsors, Camp Harlam provides 
very generous scholarships through the Mitch 
Perlmeter Scholarship Fund and other pro-
grams. Need-based scholarships are also 
available for URJ Six Points camps.  
   There really is nothing quite like Jewish 
summer camp. I encourage you to contact our 
clergy or me for more information. And I hope 
you get a chance to talk to some of our stu-
dents who went to camp this past summer, as 
well. Every one of our students deserves a 
joyful and immersive Jewish summer camp 
experience, so let us help make that possi-
ble.   
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Caring Committee  
 

   The Caring Committee's 
SouperHeroes recently 
gathered to make soup for 
congregants in need.  Six-
teen containers of a hearty 

vegetable soup (vegetarian) are stored in the 
freezer at CBE. Congregants may pick it up 
themselves or contact Beth Anne Gluck at 
bagluck@comcast.net or 302-521-8987, if a 
delivery is necessary. Many thanks to our 
SouperHeroes - Shifrah Markiewitz, Judith 
Insinga, Madeline Rubinow, HarrietAnn Litwin 
and Beth Anne Gluck - for the time and effort 
necessary to bring back this outreach project.  

mailto:bagluck@comcast.net
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   The small public elementary school that I attend-
ed in Arnold, Maryland, did not have many Jewish 
students.  When I was in first grade, my mother 
was invited to read a story to my class.  As it was 
December and right around Chanukah, my mother 
read Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins, by Eric 
Kimmel, story, which I believe, is a true classic for 
the Chanukah season.   
   For those who do not know the story, it was an 
interesting choice on my mother’s part as the book 
itself does not tell the story of Chanukah.  There 
are no Maccabees, no Antiochus, no Greeks, no 
rebellion, no miracle that the oil lasted eight nights.  
Hershel is not the story of Chanukah; instead it is a 
story of Chanukah.   
   In the book, Hershel wandered into a town 
plagued by Chanukah hating goblins.  The towns-
people were not allowed to light their menorahs, 
make latkes, or celebrate Chanukah in any way.  
Hershel sets out to defeat the goblins and so he 
spends all eight nights in the synagogue; each 
night he must defeat a goblin by letting him light 
the candles.  Spoiler Alert, Hershel through his wit 
and courage, defeats the goblins each night until 
we reach the last night when Hershel must con-
vince the King of the Goblins himself to light the 
eighth and final candle.  When the King of the 
Goblins realizes that he has lit every candle on the 
menorah, his outrage is so great that he destroys 
the synagogue.  His anger and his destruction, 
however, cannot touch the menorah, which re-
mains standing tall on the little table where it had 
been placed. 
   Without being a story about the Maccabees, 
Hershel is still a story of Chanukah.  It is a story of 
courage in the face of adversity.  It is a story of us-
ing light to chase out the darkness.  It is a reminder 
that just one person can make a difference.  It is a 
message of hope.       
   Every year since first grade, I read this story, but 
this year, as I pull out the book, and bring out my 
menorah, it feels different to me.  I loved this story 
as a child because it was full of fantasy and humor 
and while the goblins may have been scary, 
Hershel could defeat them with pickle jars and 

hard-boiled eggs.  This year though, I am drawn 
to the last page, the picture of Hershel standing 
on the snow-covered hill where the synagogue 
once stood, looking at the menorah burning 
brightly, and the townspeople below him with 
their windows full of light. 
   Our world right now feels very dark.  It is hard 
to hope, and it is hard to know for what we 
should hope.  Our newsfeeds are overflowing 
with stories of hate, sorrow, and pain.  We see 
these things with our own eyes and hear them 
with our own ears.  They are happening close 
to our homes.  It is easy to be overwhelmed by 
the challenges that we face.  Our feelings of 
anger and sadness collide against each other, 
as we just try to find a way through. 
   It is in times like this when we should strive to 
be like Hershel.  To find our courage and deter-
mination to do what we must and spread a little 
light.  To remember that even in the darkest of 
times, we have the power to make a difference.  
We gain strength from our community and re-
member that during Chanukah we use one 
flame to light another, and then another, show-
ing that light does not diminish when it is 
shared; it is multiplied.  We know that the only 
thing that can drive out darkness is light. 
   So, this year, as I proudly place my menorah 
in my window, and as I light each candle, I pray 

that those small lights will 
diminish the darkness.  I 
know that the menorah 
symbolizes our ability to 
dispel darkness with light.  
Just as Hershel’s determi-
nation to light the menorah 
and to cast light in the town 
that was dark, may we find 
ways in this Chanukah sea-
son to bring light into our 
world.  
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In memory of the departed whom we now  

remember.  We share in the recent  
bereavement suffered by members of our  

temple family and extend our sincere  
condolences to:  

 
 
 

Karen Jacobs and Jack Blumenfeld on the 
death of Karen’s father, Martin Goetz. 

 
Lois Frankel on the death of her brother,  

Herbert Ableman. 
 

Beth Schnitman Malm on the death of  
her husband, Bob Malm. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Sisterhood Happenings 
 

Mahjong Mondays Join us from 11:00 AM -
1:00 PM on December 11, 2023. Play the fun 
and exciting game of Mahjongg! Beginners 
are welcome! We'll try to break up into groups 
of four with beginners grouped together and 
more experienced players grouped together. 
Please RSVP to Missy Rosenthal at 
mmrosenthal@comcast.net so we know how 
many people to expect, how many sets we will 
need and if you consider yourself a beginner 
or experienced player. If you have a set and 
mahjongg card(s), please bring them!! We'll 
provide snacks and drinks!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOVIES AT NOON with Sue Paul: Noon-
1:30 PM Most of us love a good film and 
watching that film in a movie theater is the 
best way to really enjoy the experience. Since 
we don’t have a movie theater in our Beth 
Emeth building, we found a way to enhance 
the film experience. Each person watches the 
movie at home (with their own popcorn!) be-
fore the scheduled Wednesday at noon. On 
the designated day, we each bring a sandwich 
for lunch – cookies are provided and then we 
settle down for a discussion of the film. It is 
always amazing to hear each person’s reac-
tions and questions . Even though we all saw 
the same film, our reactions and insights may 
be very different. Many times, after we finish 
our discussion, some of those present say 
“now I have to go home and REWATCH the 
film.”  
 Here is the last MOVIES AT NOON. All are 
welcome (Beth Emeth members and guests  
 
 Wednesday, December 20… A PRICE 
ABOVE RUBIES ( Apple or Amazon)  

mailto:mmrosenthal@comcast.net
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Sisterhood Books and Bagels  
All discussions will begin at 9:30 AM. There 
is a cover charge of $5 (or $4 plus a nonper-
ishable item for Joseph's Pantry) for those 
attending in person. RSVP to Heather Mar-
golin  h.m.margolin@gmail.com  or 302-477-
0737 at least one week prior to the 
event.  We look forward to seeing you there!  
December 3, 2023  "Dinners with Ruth: A 
Memoir on the Power of Friendships," 
by Nina Totenberg Celebrated NPR corre-
spondent Nina Totenberg delivers an ex-
traordinary memoir of her personal success-
es, struggles, and life-affirming relationships, 
including her beautiful friendship of nearly 
fifty years with Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg.  
February 11, 2024: "The Oppermanns," 
by Lion Feuchtwanger  First published in 
1934 but fully imagining the future of Germa-
ny over the ensuing years, The Oppermanns 
tells the compelling story of a remarkable 
German Jewish family confronted by Hitler's 
rise to power. 
April14, 2024: "Three Floors Up," 
by Eshkol Nevo (Author), Sondra Silverston 
(Translator) Set in an upper-middle-class Tel 
Aviv apartment building, this best-selling and 
warmly acclaimed Israeli novel examines the 
interconnected lives of its residents, whose 
turmoil, secrets, unreliable confessions, and 
problematic decisions reveal a society in the 
midst of an identity crisis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Adopt a Family 2023 
 
   For the past several years, Beth Emeth has 
organized and participated in the Adopt-a- 
Family program with Family Promise. This 
year, we are again planning to adopt local 
families who are homeless and trying to get 
back on their feet.  We are awaiting the arrival 
of their "wish lists" from their social worker 
and we try to fill these lists as best as we 
can!  In the past, the children and families 
have asked for toys, books, winter clothing, 
pajamas, household items, supermarket gift 
cards, etc.   You may adopt one child or more 
than one child. You may adopt an entire fami-
ly if you'd like!  You can pair up with friends or 
family or office and adopt a family togeth-
er!  Each gift should cost approximately $25. If 
you would like to spend more on your child/
family, that is fine; however, please do not feel 
obligated to spend more than $25.  All gifts 
will need to be wrapped and delivered back to 
Beth Emeth by noon on Sunday, December 
17.  
   If anyone is interested in participating with 
us this year, please contact Missy Rosenthal 
at mmrosenthal@comcast.net to request a 
child's or family's wish list!    Please feel free 
to share if you know someone who might like 
to help us make the season a little brighter for 
all of these children and their families!  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://congregationbethemeth.shulcloud.com/track.php?id=af13d1204e704dffa956b61775eff969&color=b3b3b5&url=mailto%3Ah.m.margolin%40gmail.com&h=c95fd
mailto:mmrosenthal@comcast.net
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List of Funds to Donate to at CBE 
 

ABLEMAN LITURGICAL ARTS FUND - 
Provides programs, contemporary worship 
or  special musical events during Jewish 
Music Celebration. 
PAUL AND LILLIAN CRAMER  
MEMORIAL FUND - To purchase equip-
ment, and to enrich school educational pro-
grams; to fund capital improvements and 
maintenance to Temple property. 
FAMILY ASSISTANCE - For needy  
families.     
HARRY AND ESTHER JACOBS  
MEMORIAL FUND - For Adult Education 
and other special programs. 
KEIL-HERRMANN MEMORIAL FUND - To 
support annual Scholar-in-Residence  
lecture    series. 
BERNARD KRESHTOOL MEMORIAL 
FUND - For Living Judaism programs such 
as Adult   Jewish Education. 
MILTON & HATTIE KUTZ SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND - To help defray expenses of our 
youth at Jewish camps, conclaves, Gratz 
High School, as well as school      tuition. 
EDITH LABOVSKY MEMORIAL FUND 
FOR STUDENT VISITS TO ISRAEL – As-
sistance for Youth and Family Education. 
DR. LEO AND JULIA B. BLUMBERG  
SCHOLARSHIP FUND - For the same such 
purposes as the KUTZ FUND. 
DIRECTOR OF LIFE LONG LEARNING 
DISCRETIONARY FUND - for the Religious 
School 
LIBRARY FUND - To purchase books for 
the   library. 
MARGARET MAY MEMORIAL  JEWISH 
FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION FUND -  For 
Jewish    educational   programs. 
MAZON - A Jewish Response to Hunger - 
fundraising to help solve the problem of 
hunger. 
RAYMOND AND ESTHER MCDONALD       
MEMORIAL FUND - For activities relating 
to the State of Israel. 
RABBI GRUMBACHER MUSIC FUND - To 
promote Jewish music with guest    musi-
cians and  purchase music. 
PRAYER BOOK FUND - funding for prayer 
book and bookplates call the office for pric-
ing. 

RABBIS'/CANTOR’DISCRETIONARY 
FUNDS - To support Jewish causes, pursue 
acts of loving kindness, etc.  Rabbi and 
Cantor has a separate fund. 
ROSENTHAL JEWISH BOOK MONTH    
LECTURE FUND - To promote Jewish   
Literature and a biannual lecture. 
SOCIAL ACTION FUND - To be used at 
the   discretion of the Social Action Commit-
tee for local groups in need i.e. Sojourner's 
Place. 
TEMPLE FUND - Undesignated contribu-
tions - for general congregation purposes. 
VANCE BOLEN MEMORIAL FUND - To 
support Cadet Aides. 
PEARL K. BREGMAN MEMORIAL FUND - 
fund available for use by the Caring      
Community Connection Committee. 
ALICE SCHIFF MEMORIAL FUND – needs    
recommended by the Endowment Fund 
Committee and the Board of Trustees. 
ADULT AND YOUTH CHOIR FUND – to 
promote and support the Adult and Youth 
Choir needs. 
LEONA ELKINS SCHOLARSHIP FUND – 
awarding need based scholarship to       
students of CBE studying  Hebrew or ad-
vanced Hebrew Studies at CBE, Gratz   
Hebrew High School or education programs 
in Israel. 
RABBI HERBERT E. DROOZ &   
FLORENCE Z. DROOZ FUND – awards for 
scholastic excellence. 
JUDGE STIFTEL AND YAFFEE FUND – 
needs recommended by the Endowment 
Fund Committee and the Board of  
Trustees. 
THE HARRY & BLANCHE WOLPERT 
FUND - Family assistance fund . 
STAT FAMILY GIFT FUND- Religious 
School camp and Israel trip scholarships  
HAROLD & BEATRICE SNYDER CAMP 
HARLAM FUND- For Camp  Harlam Schol-
arships. 
MILTON & GAIL WAHL FUND - subsidize 
the publishing of The Orbit. 
THE MEMBERSHIP ASSISTANCE FUND - 
to assist families or individual to pay the  
minimum dues. 
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CARING COMMUNITY COMMITTEE – To 
support the Beth Emeth community with 
care baskets, driving needs, food, cards, 
etc… 
THE CONGREGATION BETH EMETH  
EDUCATION FUND – or supplies and pro-
grams for  educational needs.  
THE IRENE PACKLES MEMORIAL FUND 
FOR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS- Contribu-
tions made to this fund will enable our high 
school students to make the transition to col-
lege more easily, with regard to their Jewish 
identity. 
THE LARRY ISAKOFF MUSIC              
PERFORMANCE FUND- income from this 
fund will be used to pay for musical events 
such as cantorial and choir concerts, musi-
cal plays, etc. 
YOUTH AND FAMILY PROGRAMMING – 
for youth and family programs. 
THE HOLOCAUST GARDEN  
MAINTENANCE FUND – Maintenance of 
the Holocaust Garden 
THE TORAH REPAIR FUND – To repair the 
Torah.  
THE SCHOLARSHIP FUND - to provide 
funds for Religious School and Camp  schol-
arships. 
HOSPITALITY FUND – to help with noshes, 
onegs and other events 
JOSEPH’S PANTRY (Beth Emeth Food 
Pantry) – to provide funds for the purchase 
of food in order to supplement in-kind dona-
tions 
JOSEPH ZIMMERMAN MEMORIAL  
MUSIC FUND – to fund the hiring of a pro-
fessional cellist during Kol Nidre.  
 
 

Notice 
 

   All contributions sent to the temple should 
be made out to “Congregation Beth Emeth.”  
If a special fund is desired, its name should be 
noted on the memo line or in an accompany-
ing letter.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

 
 
 
 

A Note about Contributions 
 
   We welcome all contributions.  If you wish 
the contribution to be listed in The Orbit, 
there is a minimum donation of $10.  This 
also covers the mailing of ONE acknowl-
edgement card. Please be sure to include 
the address if the person(s) are not mem-
bers of Congregation Beth Emeth. The card 
is mailed when the check is received.      
   It is important that, when you send in a do-
nation, you write specifically how you want 
the donation listed.  Please include a note 
with your check, printed clearly or typed, 
stating exactly how you want the contribu-
tion to read.  For example:  Mary and John 
Doe in memory of…, Mr. and Mrs. John Doe 
in honor of…, Mr. John and Mrs. Mary Doe 
in beloved memory of…. 
   Please remember to write legibly and to 
list which funds you would like your donation 
to go to. Please make your check payable to 
Congregation Beth Emeth. Also, The Orbit 
usually runs three weeks ahead of schedule 
so it may take three weeks for your donation 
to appear in The Orbit from the date you 
mail it.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
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Your Old Shoes Can Help 

Stamp Out Cancer 

               Recycle Your Shoes 

 
 

 

 

 

Did you know that your old, no longer used shoes can help to stamp out cancer?  In coopera-

tion with Community Recycling and Stand Up 2 Cancer (SU2C) Congregating Beth Emeth is 

taking part in a unique fundraising drive that we hope you will consider supporting.  It will cost 

you no money!  Participating is simple. Congregating Beth Emeth is collecting used shoes for reuse.  

This international shoe recycling program collects used shoes for distribution to poor regions all over 

the world (including areas in the USA).  For each container filled with shoes a donation will be made to 

Stand Up 2 Cancer. 

Our community will benefit as well.  Not only will your recycled shoes help raise funds for SU2C, it will 

also keep more shoes out of our local landfills---and free up some space in your closest. 

• Drop off your used shoes in the shoe recycling container in the lobby of Congregating Beth 

Emeth As each container is filled they are shipped to the Community Recycling organization for dis-

tribution to those in need.  SU2C receives a small donation for each container that we fill. 

• You get to free up some closet space while helping to reduce landfill waste 

• Ask your family, friends, neighbors and co-workers to participate 

 

Thank you very much for helping to stamp out cancer. 

 

DROP OFF YOUR SHOES to the shoe recycling box in the lobby at Congregating Beth Emeth 

 

for information about SU2C please visit 
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Payments Made with Stock 
 
   Beth Emeth is working with LPL Finan-
cial to trade securities. Congregants who 
wish to make a donation or pay their com-
mitment with stock, please follow these 
instructions: 
 
1. Direct your broker to transfer stock to 
Beth Emeth’s broker, LPL Financial at 
800-724-2120. They should tell LPL that 
the stock is to be credited to the account 
titled Congregation Beth Emeth (DTC# 
0075; Account number: 6772-1990). 
2. Once the stock is transferred, please 
notify Jon, Lisa, or Lori in the business of-
fice, that you have transferred stock, so 
that your account may be credited. They 
will need the following information:  
• Your name, 
• Number of shares that you sold, 
• Name of the stock, 
What the stock is paying for (i.e., commit-
ment). 
   Please call the business office at 302-
764-2393 If you have any questions. 
 

Change of Address Reminder 
  

   Don’t forget to 
contact the tem-
ple office at  302-
764-2393 to 
change your ad-
dress or you may 
now change your 
address online.  

Simply go to our website at 
www.bethemethde.org and log in as a 
member. You can manage your account   
details online. If you have not yet logged 
in and need a password, contact the of-
fice and we will send you a link.   
  You can also update your telephone 
number or email address, the same way.  
Most of the temple correspondence is 
mailed third class.  The post office does 
not forward any third class mail. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DATE AND BITTERSWEET  
CHOCOLATE TRUFFLES 

       BY JAMIE GELLER 

 
INGREDIENTS 
 
• 7 ounces bittersweet chocolate, at 
least 70% cacao 

• 10 pitted dates 

Garnishes: cocoa powder, desiccated 
coconut, shaved chocolate 
 

PREPARATION 
 
1. Melt chocolate in a double boiler. 
2. Rehydrate dates in hot water for 15 
minutes. Squeeze out excess water, 
pulse in a food processor until pureed. 
3. Stir chocolate and date puree togeth-
er. Transfer mixture to a shallow dish 
and chill until mixture can be rolled into 
a truffle, about 10 to 15 minutes. 
4. Scoop a walnut size ball and roll it 
lightly between your palms. Then roll in 
cocoa powder, coconut or shaved choc-
olate. 
5. Store truffles, covered, in the refriger-
ator, for up to 5 days. Remove and 
warm to room temperature before serv-
ing. 
 
 

http://www.bethemethde.org/
https://jamiegeller.com/author/jamie-geller/
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RABBI ROBINSON  
DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 
In appreciation of Rabbi 
Robinson from Karen  
Jacobs & Jack  
Blumenfeld 
In memory of Judy  
Dorfman's brother Robert 
Zeenberg from Michele 
Sands 
In honor of the Bat  
Mitzvah of Judy  
Dorfman's granddaughter 
from Michele Sands 
In memory of Morris 
Snyder from Stuart 
Snyder 
In honor of Jacob Dicker's 
Bar Mitzvah from The 
Family of Jacob Dicker 
 

CANTOR PELLEN'S 
DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 
In honor of Jacob  
Dicker’s Bar Mitzvah 
from Alyssa Lee 
In memory of Naomi S. 
Margolies from David, 
Rebecca and Sam  
Margolies and Sheila 
Hochhauser 
In appreciation of Cantor 
Pellen from Ira Dicker & 
Marcia Katzen 
In memory of Muriel  
Tartack from Ira M.  

Tartack 

JOSEPH’S PANTRY 
 
In memory of Richard  
Insinga and Robert  
Zeenberg from Beth 
Schnitman-Malm 
In honor of Jacob Dicker's 
Bar Mitzvah from Ira  
Dicker & Marcia Katzen 
Judith Dorfman 
In memory of Ida Felix and 
Robert Barry Zeenberg 
from Judith Insinga 
In honor of Yom Kippur 
from Mr. Paul Steiner 
In memory of Marjorie J. 
Selzer. from Nancy Selzer 
Richard & Judith 
Goldbaum 
In memory of Robert Barry 
Zeenberg, brother of  
Judith Dorfman from Rose 
& Alan Ebner 
In memory of beloved  
sister, mother, grandmoth-
er and friend Joy Polikoff 
Brooks from Harriet B. 
Ansul 
Michele Sands 
In memory of Rose 
Melnick from Esther  
Timmeney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CARING COMMUNITY 
COMMITTEE 

 
In memory of Richard 
Insinga from Laurie 
Ross and Steve  
Zimmerman 
In memory of Richard 
Insinga from Rose & 
Alan Ebner 
In memory of Rachel 
Hochhauser from Sheila 
Hochhauser and David 
Margolies 
In memory of Jay D. 
Paul from Sue Paul and 
Family 
In memory of Richard 
Insinga from Sue Paul 
In memory of Richard 
Insinga from Susan & 
Steven Goodhart 
In memory of Richard 
Insinga from Toby  
Rubenstein 
In memory of beloved 
father and grandfather, 
Bernard Schaffer from 
Pam Vanderloo and 
Family 
In memory of Richard 
Insinga from Sherry 
Simmons 
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Funded by The Milton and Gail Wahl Fund 

Address or phone number change, call or email: lwyzga@bethemethde.org  

Visit us at www.bethemethde.org or call at 302.764.2393 

Yair D. Robinson, Rabbi • Peter H. Grumbacher, Rabbi Emeritus 

Elizabeth F. Pellen, Cantor • Rachel Allen, President 

Jonathan I. Yulish, Executive Director  

Eliana M. Hall, Director of Life Long Learning 

 

 

LARRY ISAKOFF  
MUSICAL  

PERFORMANCE FUND 
 

In memory of Ethel  
Radner from Elinor  
Miller 
 
PRAYER BOOK FUND 

 
In honor of Rachel  
Allen's service to Con-
gregation Beth Emeth 
from Debra Nicoll 
 
RABBI GRUMBACHER 

DISCRETIONARY 
FUND 

 
In loving memory of  
Florence Adele Wallis 
from Larry & Gretta 
Wallis 
 
RABBI GRUMBACHER 

MUSIC FUND 
 

In memory of Karen  
Jacobs' father 
from Greta Steinbach-
Wallis & Larry Wallis 
 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

 
In memory of Phyllis J. 
Mendelsohn from Ray 
Mendelsohn and family 

 
SUPPORT FOR  

SECURITY AT CBE 
 

In memory of Donald 
Roth from Zachary Roth 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TEMPLE FUND 
 
In memory of Karen Ja-
cobs’ father, Martin Goetz 
and Judith Dorfman’s broth-
er, Robert Barry Zeenberg 
from Jeffrey Merritt 
In memory of Walter  
Greenfield from David 
Greenfield 
In memory of Ralph Flippen 
from Dorothy & Richard 
Flippen 
In memory of Dr. Morris 
Melnick, James L.  
Timmeney II, Robert  
Zeenberg and Martin 
Goetz, father of Karen  
Jacobs from Esther  
Timmeney 
In memory of Sue Polss 
from Perry Polss 
In memory of Jacob  
Antinoph from Richard R. 
Antinoph 
In memory of my father 
Samuel Fischer from Sara 
Hockstein 
In memory of father-in-law, 
Louis Godowsky 
from Sarah Godowsky 
In memory of Mollie Zubrow 
from Sue Paul 
 
 
 

THE CONGREGATION 
BETH EMETH  

EDUCATION FUND 
 

In memory of Brian 
Freedman's father  
Michael Freedman 
from Michele Sands 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Friday,  December 8,   5:45 pm Chanukah Dinner 

Friday,  December 8,   7 pm Chanukah Shabbat Service with  

    performance by the Adult Choir 

Sunday, December 10,  12 pm Chanukah Family Program 

Congregation Beth Emeth 

Chanukah December 7-15, 2023 

For more information call the office: (302) 764-2393 or go to website 

        https://www.bethemethde.org/ 


