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The recent bomb threats, cemetery and synagogue vandalism and the general coarsening of
discourse directed implicitly and explicitly at
Jews and other religious minorities, have made
many of us anxious and concerned about our
safety as well as the security of our facilities.
We would like to reassure our Beth Emeth
family that we take the safety and security of our
members and guests with the utmost seriousness. Temple Administrator, Jon Yulish, and
Director of Lifelong Learning, Rabbi Elisa
Koppel, recently met with a representative from
the Wilmington Police bomb squad to discuss
our security protocols. The officer told them that
our current policies and protocols are comprehensive and above and beyond what many other
similar organizations are doing.
For those of you not aware of current security
protocols, a brief review: All exterior doors are
locked at all times. All visitors must ring a bell
and be buzzed into the main and kitchen doors
once they have been identified. Security cameras are positioned around the building and allow
us to see who is entering the building. The building is equipped with fire and security alarm systems which communicate with central monitoring
stations tied into Wilmington police and fire departments. All interior doors (classrooms,
storage areas, door to the second floor) are

Friday, April 7, Kabbalat Shabbat Program, 5:30 PM,
The Nosh at 6:00 PM, Kabbalat Shabbat Evening,
Service 6:30 PM, Evening Service, 8:00 PM, Oneg
Shabbat, 9:00 PM
Tess Brown & Stefanie Brumberg will bless the
Shabbat Candles
Birthday Blessings for the month of April
Saturday, April 8, Torah Study 9:30 AM,
Morning Service, 11:00 AM
The Bar Mitzvah of Evan Matthew Brumberg, son of
Stefanie and Michael Brumberg, will be celebrated
“Tzav/Haggadol,” Leviticus 8:1-9, Malachi 3:19-24
Tuesday, April 11, Passover Service, 11:00 AM,
Second Seder, 5:30 PM
Friday, April 14,The Nosh, 6:00 PM, Service, 6:30 PM
Elizabeth Haas will bless the Shabbat Candles
Saturday, April 15, Torah Study and
Service-in-the-Round Combined, 9:30 AM
“ Third Day Chol Hamoed Pesach,”
Monday, April 17, 11:00 AM Passover Yizkor Service
Friday, April 21, The Nosh, 6:00 PM,
Service, 6:30 PM, Marriage Re-Consecration Service
Laurie Ross will bless the Shabbat Candles
Saturday, April 22, Shabbat Study & Schmooze,
9:30 AM, Service-in-the-Round, 11:00 AM,
Better Together, 4:00 PM
“Shemini,” Leviticus 9:1-11:47, II Samuel 6:1-7:17
Friday, April 28, The Nosh, 6:00 PM,
Service, 6:30 PM, Yom Hashoah
Beth Anne Gluck will bless the Shabbat Candles
Saturday, April 29, Torah Study and
Service-in-the-Round Combined, 9:30 AM,
“Tazria-Metzora” Leviticus 12:-15:33, II Kings 7:3-20
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We Did it!
Our thanks to fifty families in our congregation
who
signed
the
“Declaration of Intent.”
Beth Emeth will now receive another $10,000
from
the
Grinspoon
Foundation.
These are
fifty families who want to ensure that Beth
Emeth will continue to be a flourishing Reform
synagogue in our community for years to come.
They have indicated that they intend to leave a
bequest for Congregation Beth Emeth in their
wills. Our Legacy Committee is certain that
there are others among our membership who
feel the same way. If you are among them,
please come forward and identify yourself. The
Committee is anxious to meet with you. Bequests will build our Endowment Fund so the
congregation can
continue to provide the
educational and youth programming so necessary to insure a future Jewish community. Call
the Temple office at 302-764-2393 and leave
your name. A committee member will contact
you and explain the “Create a Jewish Legacy”
program.

locked during all events including Shabbat and
other services, B’nai Mitzvot, and any event
when members of the general public have
access to the building.
In addition to High Holiday security, we have
recently implemented policies mandating
armed, uniformed security guards at the front
door during Friday evening Shabbat services,
during Religious School on Sunday mornings
and during any public or semi-public event.
In addition, we are investigating and will soon
be implementing several other security
enhancements including security doors at the
two entrances to the Religious School wing and
cement barriers at the main door and the old
Religious School doors. We are also putting into
place emergency evacuation plans as well as
protocols for dealing with bomb threats and an
active shooter in or around the building. The
staff, clergy and Religious School teachers will
soon undergo training by an expert with the
Wilmington Police Department on responding to
an active shooter.
George Washington, in his letter to the Jewish
community of Newport, RI, quoted the prophet
Micah in expressing his hope that “the children
of the Stock of Abraham, who dwell in this land,
continue to merit and enjoy the good will of the
other inhabitants, while everyone shall sit in
safety under his own vine and fig tree, and
there shall be none to make him afraid.” And
Rebbe Nachman of Bratzlav taught: all the
world is a narrow bridge, the important thing is
to not be afraid. We belong here, and we will do
everything in our power to make sure that we
will. We will not live in fear, but hope.
This article was written by Jon Yulish and
Rabbi Robinson.

Honoring Gail Weinberg
The Jewish Community will honor Gail
Weinberg for her 33 years of dedication to
Jewish education in Delaware, on Sunday, June
18, 2017, at 11 am with a brunch at Adas
Kodesch Shel Emeth Synagogue (AKSE). For
more information or to RSVP to attend, please
contact the AKSE office at 302-762-2705.

Quote of the Month
“The journey of a thousand miles
begins with a single step.”
Lao Tzu
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country have raised everyone’s anxieties and yet
children are some of the most vulnerable because they do not have the coping skills or full
understanding of what is going on and how to
process it themselves. Also, they do not have full
control of their choices of what to do, but are instructed what to do; where to go, etc.
The recent threatening calls have been made
to unsettle all of us and cause us fear. While it
may sound silly, but a simple lullaby can, much
like a mantra, help us focus and give us a meditative moment, and calm our hearts and those of
the ones we love. Do you have a memory of a
parent or grandparent singing around the house
or at bedtime? How did it make you feel?
Whose heart(s) did it affect?
Wouldn’t we all like to be comforted with a
nice, soft lullaby every now and then?
B’ahavah uv’shalom – in love and in peace,

Can Someone Sing Me a Lullaby?
Dear friends,
How many of us have been sung to sleep
by a mother’s or grandmother’s soft lullaby
which washed away our fears and created a
musical blanket of safety and peace as we
drifted away into our dreams?
Whether Sefardic or Ashkenaz, there are
several famous lullabies that, knowingly or
unknowingly, we have heard woven into the
Jewish soul:
Oyfn Pripetshik (On the cooking stove) is a
Yiddish song heard in the background of
Shindler’s List:
On the hearth, a fire burns, and in the house
it is warm.
And the rabbi is teaching little children the
alphabet.
Refrain:
See, children, remember, dear ones, what
you learn here;
Repeat and repeat yet again, "Komets alef: o!"
or “Durme Durme,” a song that accompanied Sephardic Jews fleeing the Spanish Inquisition:
Sleep, sleep my beloved son, Sleep, sleep
with no worries nor pain. There are the “old
Chestnuts from the Yiddish repertoire of
“Tumbalalaika” and “Rozhinkes mit Mandlen
(Raisins & Almonds).
Why do I bring this up now? I am becoming
increasingly aware of the anxieties that many
are experiencing regarding the world around
us, and how it is affecting our children. I am
hearing kids’ conversations and receiving letters from older children that are reaching out
for answers to alleviate their fears. Children
hear the news just like we do and see and hear
their parents…or teachers…or friends conversations of what is going on – not just in the
world – but right here in good old Wilmington,
Delaware. The most recent threats to our Jewish Community Center and those around the

Cantor Mark Stanton
Change of Address Reminder
Don’t forget to contact the Temple Office at
302-764-2393 to change your address or you
may now change your address online. Simply
go to our website at www.bethemethde.org and
log in as a member. You can manage your account details online. If you have not yet logged in
and need a password, simply contact the office
and we will send you a link.
You can also update your telephone number or
email address, the same way. Most of the Temple correspondence is mailed third class. The
Post Office does not forward any third class mail.
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year, but obviously also the Tribes of Israel). He
phoned me when he came up with the
design…"Rabbi, we have a problem. We've got to
get rid of the crown in the middle! It's ruining my
design." I was silent a moment; this man was extremely well-versed in Judaism. "Ephrem," I said,
"did you ever hear of the ELEVEN Tribes of
Israel?" He said, "Oh!" and hung up. That's why
there is a crown in the mountain.
And then there's the light in our memorial alcove. That used to be our Ner Tamid over the
Ark. Fifty-plus years ago it was a "temporary"
Eternal Light but no one found a better one.
When we refurbished the sanctuary the new light
(you know, the one that looks like three dreidels')
replaced the old which was too pretty to discard
so it now illuminates the memorial plaques beautifully.
There are other "secrets of the Temple." I'm
holding the key.

"Secrets of the Temple"
One of our Beth Emeth high school students
wrote a research paper on the architecture of the
synagogue and asked if I would answer some of
her questions. Of course I did, and on one evening she and her mom joined me on a tour of our
building. While I explained the changes from yesteryear, I also shared with them what I call "the
secrets of the Temple," sort of an Indiana Jones'
Raiders of the Lost (Holy) Ark walk-through.
Many seasoned members of the congregation
might not even know about the oddities; how
much the more so newer congregants who didn't
know about our major renovation of ten years
ago!
Remember the stairs leading from the upstairs
rabbis' study to the bimah, you know, that winding staircase? What had been the rabbi's study is
now a classroom, and to insure safety the door
to the stairs became part of the wall. The staircase however lives on! Walk up the steps from
the lobby to the sanctuary and look left…twist
your head a bit…there's the staircase. I tell
people I left difficult B'nai Mitzvah students there!
We have a chuppah on display in the lounge
area to the left of the social hall. There it is in all
its splendor though few people realize it's a
chuppah. No one asks. I designed it to highlight
the artistic aspect. It might be the only chuppah
in the world that's on a slant. Why? There are
some beautiful wedding canopies but you'd
never know it what with their angle. This one has
the artwork on the bottom in order for the congregation to see it when sitting in the pews. It also
has just two legs, being supported as well by
attaching the back to the Holy Ark.
What about one of the twelve crowns smack
dab in the middle of Mount Sinai?! The creator of
the Aron Hakodesh knew that besides the three
large stained-glass windows we wanted to retain
the Ten Commandments-door handles on the
Ark as well as the twelve crowns (actually representing God's sovereignty twelve months of the
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But the training is much broader—including
different methods of awareness, what to do if
there is an intruder, how to get people out of a
smoky room, and different ways to evacuate
from different spaces.
The trainer’s training, that I did twice as
Regional Director of Youth Programs, is an
intensive 4 day training that includes even more
training—including how to take control of a vehicle from a driver who has gone unconscious,
how to assess the safety of a new space, and
some basic Krav Maga.
We learned the
mechanics and theory of security, as well as the
physical aspects of how to do each of these
things. In addition, we learned how to train a
group of other people to be able to do these
things. We learned how to teach the theory, as
well as how to create simulations.
I say with no exaggeration that it is the most
practical training I have done in my career. And
that the day after the training, both times, is the
most physically exhausted that I have ever been.
And that the training is probably the most
important.
Without maintaining safety and security, there
is no real purpose to anything else that we do.
And, in the current climate, it’s become even
more important. This is why we’ve spent a great
deal of time lately reassessing what we’ve
already been doing, and come up with some
new protocols, including a security guard on
Sundays and at Shabbat services. And our next
Faculty Meeting, this month, will be focused
entirely on Security.
My first job out of college was working for the
Youth Division of the URJ as a program assistant. Those of you who have had kids involved
in NFTY or in URJ Camps and other programs
know that safety and security is always the top
priority—this has been drilled into my brain since
my earliest days and is so much part of my
psyche that I don’t often consciously think about
it—on the other hand, I’m always thinking about
it.
If you have questions about any of our procedures, or want to talk more about how to talk to
your kids about these difficult times, please be in
touch.

When I was interviewing for this position, I’m
guessing that the line on my resume under “Other
Training and Professional Development,” “Position
Purple Security Training,” was not the aspect of
my resume that got the most attention…for several
reasons:
Because it was at the bottom, because the
educational and rabbinic aspects of my experience
and education were primary for this position,
because the name sounds better in Hebrew
(Admah Segulah), because you probably have no
idea what Position Purple is, and because you
probably don’t usually think much about security.
Most of the time.
Unfortunately, this isn’t most of the time.
And, this idea is actually at the very heart of
Position Purple, and from where the name was
drawn. Most of the time, most people live in a
state of blue—not worrying about things and just
living life. When a crisis occurs, we move into a
state of red—shock and panic—physiological responses that actually slow down our actual ability
to respond. The idea that I learned was to learn to
live in a state of purple—constant awareness and
preparedness, so that when crisis occurs, it’s a
move from purple and not a move from red, lessening the response time and strengthening the
ability to respond.
Position Purple is an Israeli company that does
trainings on a variety of topics, focusing mainly on
security, working with organizations of all kinds.
Before the summer of 2002, the URJ Camps hired
Position Purple for 2 purposes: to provide full time
summer security guards for each camp and to
train groups from among the senior staff, including
the assistant directors and leaders of other summer programs, to lead security training as part of
the staff training for all summer staff at all URJ
camps and summer programs.
The staff mostly refer to it as the day of staff
week when they run through fire—because, yes,
that is part of the training (mainly to show them
that they can do that, and how to do so if they
need to—and also to teach each of them to use a
fire extinguisher).
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they will either send you what you need or talk you
through it. I am also happy to help anyone having
trouble.
Check it out at bethemethde.org!!
Kim
FAMILY PROMISE NEWS
Donations of these supplies would be greatly
appreciated: Full size toothpaste and toothbrushes, toilet brushes, toilet bowl cleaner, disinfecting wipes, disinfecting spray and brooms. You
may bring them to the Family Promise office at
2104 St. James Church Rd, Wilmington, 19808, or
leave them in the box in the CBE foyer and they will
be delivered.
Catholic Charities can pick up furniture donations. Call them at 302-764-2717 to schedule a
pick up and tell them you heard about it from Family Promise. By partnering with Catholic Charities,
Family Promise families will receive items for their
homes when they move out.
Upcoming Dates: our first hosting week of
the new year was completed successfully in January. The remainder of our 2017 Hosting week
schedule includes the weeks of: May 7, October
22 and December 31.
There are so many different ways to support Family Promise and have a personally rewarding experience during these weeks: set up sleeping rooms,
drive a van, purchase supplies, visit in the evening,
sleep overnight, and prepare and serve meals.
Please contact Judith Insinga at jjschnitman@yahoo.com or 302-764-4093 if you have any
questions about Family Promise or for more
information about
volunteering
opportunities.

Hello All,
When was the last time you visited our website?
Did you even know we have a new website? Hopefully you have at least heard a little about it. It is
part of the new system we are using for all our information administration. It is how the office keeps
track of your information, how we do billing, how
we know when your yahrzeits are, even your
birthdate and family relationships so we are able to
help you the best we can. The system includes the
information tracking, the outward facing website
and the ability for our members to access their own
accounts to edit all their information. You can
change your own mailing address, email address
and phone numbers. You can look at your account
and even make payments.
There are sections of the site describing our congregation’s history, our clergy, your board, our
school and detailed information about many of our
committees and groups. There are even links to
clergy blog posts, sermons and our monthly Orbit.
One of the most useful links is to our Donate feature. Here you can make a donation at the time of a
yahrzeit, to honor someone’s memory, thank a
committee or even just make a donation to our
general temple fund if that strikes your fancy. I’ll let
you choose.
The absolute best feature of the website though
is the calendar function. Did you know that there is
an actual up-to-date calendar right there on the
site? Under the photo slider on the home page
there is a listing of the upcoming events for the
next week. At the top of the page is a link to the
entire calendar that has all our events listed with
the ability to click on the event to RSVP or even
register for it if necessary, right there on the
screen. It is one of the things our old site was sorely missing and is of such value it practically pays
for the new system by itself.
So, if you have not already, you really MUST visit
the new site, and not just as a guest, but sign in (at
the top right on most computers and mobile devices) so you can access the things not available to
visitors who are not members. If you have not previously signed in and created a password for your
account, all you need do is contact the office and
6
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9:00a Sunday School
9:00a Caring Committee Soup
Making
9:15a Mah Jongg
10:00a Sacred Aging Program
10:30a Torah for Today
12:00p Youth Choir
12:00p Garage Sale Set-up
5:30p Yom Ha'atzamut Celebration

30 (4 Iyar)

10:00a Teacher In-Service
12:00p Drop-In Hebrew
12:00p BEMP Board Meeting

23 (27 Nisan)

Chol Hamoed Passover
11:00a Drop-In Hebrew

16 (20 Nisan)

NFTY-PAR Spring Kallah
9:00a Sunday School
9:00a Pesach Program
10:30a Books & Bagels
12:00p Youth Choir

9 (13 Nisan)

Scholar-in-Residence Weekend
9:00a Sunday School
9:30a Brotherhood
9:30a Liturgical Chevruta
Learning Program
12:00p Youth Choir
12:00p Confirmation

2 (6 Nisan)

Sunday

Yom HaShoah

24 (28 Nisan)

Passover
Yizkor
Business Office Closed
11:00a Yizkor Service

17 (21 Nisan)

Erev Passover

10 (14 Nisan)

3 (7 Nisan)

Monday

25 (29 Nisan)

7:00p Liturgical Practices Committee Meeting

18 (22 Nisan)

Passover
Business Office Closed
11:00a Passover Service
5:30p Second Seder

11 (15 Nisan)

7:30p Board Meeting

4 (8 Nisan)

Tuesday

4:00p Hebrew School
6:00p Yom Hazikaron Service
7:15p Choir Rehearsal
7:30p Introduction to Judaism

26 (30 Nisan)

7:15p Choir Rehearsal
7:30p Introduction to Judaism

19 (23 Nisan)

Chol Hamoed Passover

12 (16 Nisan)

10:00a Caring Committee Baking
4:00p Hebrew School
7:15p Choir Rehearsal

5 (9 Nisan)

Wednesday

April 2017

21 (25 Nisan)

Chol Hamoed Passover
6:00p The Nosh
6:30p Shabbat Service
8:00p 6th & 7th Grade Dinner &
Movie

NFTY-PAR Spring Kallah
5:30p Kabbalat Shabbat Program
6:00p The Nosh
6:30p Kabbalat Shabbat Evening Service
8:00p Shabbat Service II
8:00p Adult & Youth Choirs:
Themes of Passover
9:00p Oneg
14 (18 Nisan)

7 (11 Nisan)

Friday

22 (26 Nisan) Sh'mini

Chol Hamoed Passover
9:30a Torah Study & Service
Combination

15 (19 Nisan)

NFTY-PAR Spring Kallah
9:30a Torah Study
11:00a Bar Mitzvah - Brumberg
11:00a Shabbat Morning Service

8 (12 Nisan) Tzav

Scholar-in-Residence Weekend
9:30a Torah Study
11:00a Service-in-the-Round
12:00p Lunch & Learn: The Act
& Action of Prayer
12:00p BESTY Lunch & Chill at
Wilmington Riverfront Market

1 (5 Nisan) Vayikra

Saturday

9:00a Endowment Committee
Meeting
5:30p Adult Learning

27 (1 Iyar)

Yom Hashoah
6:00p The Nosh
6:30p Shabbat Service

28 (2 Iyar)

9:30a Torah Study & Service
Combination

29 (3 Iyar) Tazria-M'tzora

3:30p BEMP Finance Meeting
6:00p The Nosh
9:30a Torah Study
5:30p Adult Learning
6:30p Shabbat Service
9:30a Leadership Development
7:00p Marriage Reconsecration 6:30p Marriage Reconsecration
Class
Rehearsal
11:00a Service-in-the-Round
4:00p Better Together

20 (24 Nisan)

Chol Hamoed Passover
5:30p Adult Learning

13 (17 Nisan)

5:30p Adult Learning

6 (10 Nisan)

Thursday

Second Seder at Congregation Beth Emeth

In memory of the departed whom we now remember...We share in the recent bereavement
suffered by members of our temple family and
extend our
sincere condolences to:
Kathryn and Robert Pincus on the death of
Robert’s mother, Hinda “Hinkie” Pincus.

The Annual Congregation Beth Emeth second
night Seder will be held on Tuesday, April 11,
2017 at 5:30 PM. Join other congregants,
friends and family to share this festive meal and
mark our thankfulness for Pesach with infused
inspiration and renewed spirit.
Dinner will be $10.00 per person. Children
under 5 are free. We will be hosting a traditional
Seder menu with
matzo-ball soup,
gefilte fish, main
course, dessert
and beverages.
Please sign up to
let us know what dish you will be contributing to
the meal. Sign up at www.PerfectPotluck.com
under meal coordinator Katzen; the password is
CBE2017. Please mail your payment to Congregation Beth Emeth, 300 W.
Lea Blvd., Wilmington, DE,
19802.
Volunteers are needed.
Table setting; guest check-in;
servers; and kitchen cleanup.
If you are interested in being
part of this community celebration, contact the office at 302-764-2393 or
email Lori at loriannw@cbe.comcastbiz.net.

Valerie Grant and John McAuley on the death
of Valerie’s mother,
Shirley Siman Grant.
Kate Threefoot on the death of her husband,
Steven A. Threefoot.
Lisa Yoder on the death of her husband,
James Yoder.
Nancy Green Crain and Evan Crain on the
death of Nancy’s father, Jason Green.

Caring Committee News
The Caring Committee provides opportunities
to help members of our CBE community in a
variety of ways. They include making soup and
meals, writing cards and making calls, consoling
the bereaved, distributing holiday gifts and visiting members of our community in facilities and
their homes.
New committee members are always
welcome. We hope you will join us to learn more
about our activities at our next meeting: Wednesday, April 5 at 10:00 AM in the CBE
kitchen.
If you would like to join Jen Podos in making
soup on Sunday, April 30 at 9 AM, please email
her at jen@theseidenbergs.com.
Contact
Judith
Insinga
at
jjschnitman@yahoo.com or 302-764-4093 for more
information about the Caring Committee
Caring Committee Soup
Regular and low-sodium soups
made by Caring Committee members are available in the Beth Emeth
freezer. Any congregant who would
benefit is welcome to help themselves to a container of soup. If you know someone who might
benefit from receiving soup, please contact
Judith Insinga at 302-764-4093, and the Committee will arrange for delivery.
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Ari Feldman
BESTY President

Brotherhood Program
Join Brotherhood for
"Kosher USA," with Dr.
Roger Horowitz, Sunday ,
May 7, 9:00 - 10:30 AM.
Dr. Horowitz of Hagley
Museum, will be talking
about his book, "Kosher
USA: How Coke Became
Kosher and Other Tales
of Modern Food." This
event is open to the public
by reservation. Invite your
friends! A bagel and lox breakfast is available
for $5.
Call or email Steve Zimmerman 302-5470036, or zimmerman.steven0@gmail.com, or
reply to the email that will be sent mid-April.
Please let us know:
1. Number of people attending
2. Number of breakfasts to be purchased

This NFTY Convention was my first and last
experience at a NFTY National event, and I am
very glad I had the opportunity to attend. NFTY
Convention was held this year in downtown
Chicago at the Hyatt Regency. Approximately
one thousand Jewish teens were in attendance
representing all 19 NFTY regions in North America. NFTY Convention hosted a fantastic group of
speakers and musical acts, including Pastor
Chris Harris from Bright Star Church in Chicago,
Second City, and Dan Nichols. In addition to all
of the special guests, NFTY's staff hosted a
plethora of interesting programs which covered
economic justice, racial justice, immigration,
health and wellness, gender expression and
equality, freedom of religion and interfaith
relations, environmental issues and stewardship,
and pluralism in Israel. The staff even put together a dance party on Saturday night. Although all
the activities and speakers were great, I think the
most valuable experience of NFTY Convention is
having the opportunity to meet so many people. I
met Jewish teens just like me from all across
North America at Convention, and even met
some fellow seniors who I could be going to
school with next year. Above all, NFTY Convention is a great opportunity to network and make
new friends with people you would otherwise
never have the chance to meet. I am disappointed I will not be able to go back in 2019, but I
highly encourage anyone who has the chance to
attend to make the trip.

HOSPITALIZED
Please let the Temple office
know if you or someone you
know is being hospitalized. Although we contact the hospitals
daily, we are often not informed
if one of our members is a patient as they do not
always ask your religious affiliation or what
Temple you attend during the admitting process.
Our Rabbi and Cantor would like to call or visit
you, as you wish, so please let us know at 302764-2393. You are important to us.

Thank you to our May Ushers
May 5 Diane and David Jupiter 6:30 PM
Rachel Werkheiser 8:00 PM

May 12 Betsy May
May 19 Debra and Howard Goldstein
May 26 Jane Green
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Sharing the Journey: The Haggadah for the
Contemporary Family”
By Alan S. Yoffie
Passover Seders in my family were always
large affairs. Persons who had no place to go for
Seder (“Welcome the stranger…”) and persons of
other faiths joined family members in celebrating
the liberation of the Jewish people from slavery in
Egypt more than three thousand years ago.
Whether conducted by my grandfather (mostly in
Hebrew), my parents (much more in English) or
my father-in-law (a Reform Rabbi who used a
healthy mix of Hebrew and English), we joyously
celebrated together.
Several years ago, I began to attend a series of
programs focusing on interfaith issues for Jewish
professionals and lay leaders conducted by the
Outreach Training Institute (now Reform Jewish
Outreach Boston). After attending panel discussions, workshops and seminars over several
years I decided to write a Passover Haggadah for
the contemporary Jewish family – which may include members who were born Jewish, those
who have chosen to be Jewish and family
members of other faiths. Looking across the
spectrum of knowledge, religious practice and
faith – from the observant to those for whom
Judaism and Jewish Festivals and traditions were
new – my purpose was to create a text for a
joyful and inspirational family Seder.
The result of my efforts is “Sharing the Journey:
The Haggadah for the Contemporary Family”
published by the Central Conference of American
Rabbis Press (CCAR Press). It is illustrated with
magnificent original art work by the contemporary
Jewish artist Mark Podwal.
“Sharing the
Journey” is an inclusive Haggadah that addresses the needs of every family member. For family
members and guests who are attending their first
Seder or do not know what questions to ask
about the observance of Passover, Sharing the
Journey explains the meaning of the symbols and
rituals of Passover in language that is clear and
understandable. For family members whose
participation in a Seder is an important religious
occasion, Sharing the Journey provides an
opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of
God’s teachings through the story of the Exodus
and to renew and strengthen commitment to the
pursuit of freedom, tolerance and justice. For
everyone, Sharing the Journey provides the

framework for a joyful and meaningful Passover
celebration - enabling all family members to truly
experience the power of the Seder and the story
of the Exodus: A shared Jewish experience that
has historical and contemporary significance to
persons of all faiths.
This year, the CCAR Press is offering a
special 40% discount to “friends of the author”
and I am able to extend the discount/offer to all
members of the Jewish Healthcare Center
community and their families. If you would
like to take advantage of this offer, visit the
CCAR
Press
book
page
online
(www.ccarpress.org). Add the book(s) to your
cart and use promo code PASSOVER40 at
checkout to receive your 40% discount. All
proceeds from the sale go to benefit the CCAR
Press – so please pass along the discount information to members of my “extended family,” that
is, your family and friends. (A copy of “Sharing
the Journey” is available for review at the front
desk of the Jewish Healthcare Center or go to
the CCAR press book page for additional
information.)
Early Best Wishes from Jody and I and the
entire Yoffie Family for an inclusive, joyous and
inspirational Passover Seder.
(Alan S. Yoffie is a member of the Board of
Directors of the Jewish Healthcare Center, former member of Congregation Beth Emeth and
the son-in-law of the late Rabbi Herbert Drooz.)

...to Vicki Horowitz on the birth of her grandson,
Charles Bradley Horowitz. The proud parents
are Julia and Jeffrey Horowitz.
...Ethel and Don Parsons on the birth of their
granddaughter, Etta Rose Parsons. The proud
parents are Anne and Bastian Parsons. And
grandparents Diane and Larry Bastian.
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Big Hearts & Bingo

items in the synagogue or religious
school
office! Here is a list of
items they need:
Individually
wrapped snack foods, juice boxes,
canned meats, canned or fresh
fruit, cereal, 1 or 2 gallon freezer
bags, storage containers – Gladlock,
Corelle® Livingware™
Winter Frost White dinner plates,
dessert plates ,and 18 oz. bowls,
paper, (white or color, letter size)
disinfectant cleaner-Lysol, Soft
Scrub, disinfectant wipes, mops,
Febreeze, hair brushes, facial tissues, queen-sized cotton/plycotton bed sheet sets, full-sized
cotton/poly-cotton bed sheet sets,
twin-sized
cotton/poly-cotton bed sheet sets,
white or light colored towel sets-bath, hand and
wash cloths, and dish towels.

In honor of this year's donor event, Sisterhood
will be collecting items for Bayard House. As
always, when we get together to celebrate our
friendships, we try to give back to those community members who are in need of some
support! We hope you will join us in collecting
items for the organization. Congregants can drop
off items in the Religious School Office or bring
your items to Bingo! The items that are most
needed at Bayard House are the following: diapers, wipes, onesies, toiletries for babies
& moms (soap, shampoo, lotion), conditioner,
toothpaste, toothbrushes, sanitary pads, and
tampons.
Bayard House is the only licensed residential
program in Delaware providing direct client care
service twenty-four hours a day, seven days a
week, to at-risk, homeless, pregnant and/or newly parenting adolescents, young women, and
their
babies.
The
Bayard
House program
helps
young
women become
nurturing parents and selfsufficient, contributing members of society.
For more
information, visit their website at https://
www.ccwilm.org/bayard-house/.

List of Funds to Donate to at CBE
ABLEMAN LITURGICAL ARTS FUND - Provides programs, complimentary worship or
special musical events during Jewish Music Celebration.
PAUL AND LILLIAN CRAMER MEMORIAL
FUND - To purchase equipment, and to enrich
school educational programs; to fund capital improvements and maintenance to Temple
property.
FAMILY ASSISTANCE - For needy families.
HARRY AND ESTHER JACOBS MEMORIAL
FUND - For Adult Education and other special
programs.
KEIL-HERRMANN MEMORIAL FUND - To
support annual Scholar-in-Residence lecture
series.
BERNARD KRESHTOOL MEMORIAL FUND For Living Judaism programs such as Adult
Jewish Education.
MILTON & HATTIE KUTZ SCHOLARSHIP
FUND - To help defray expenses of our youth at
Jewish camps, conclaves, Gratz High School, as
well as school tuition.
EDITH LABOVSKY MEMORIAL FUND FOR
STUDENT VISITS TO ISRAEL – Assistance for
Youth and Family Education.
DR. LEO AND JULIA B. BLUMBERG SCHOLARSHIP FUND - For the same such purposes as
the KUTZ FUND.

Springtime Volunteering at
Ronald McDonald House of Delaware
Join Sisterhood on April 26, 2017 at 9:00 AM
as we spend the morning helping the families at
the Ronald McDonald House. We'll bake desserts to put out for the families and make casseroles that they keep on hand for emergencies
and lunch. Due to limited kitchen capacity, we
are limited to no more than 14 people. If you are
interested in joining us, please contact Missy
Rosenthal at mmrosenthal@comcast.net. As a
group, we will decide what we'll be baking, what
supplies will be needed, etc.
We'll be collecting Wish List items for the
Ronald McDonald House and we'll bring these
donations to the House. Please drop off any
12

DIRECTOR OF LIFE LONG LEARNING DISCRETIONARY FUND - for the Religious School
LIBRARY FUND - To purchase books for the
library.
MARGARET MAY MEMORIAL JEWISH FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION FUND - For Jewish educational programs.
MAZON - A Jewish Response to Hunger - fundraising to help solve the problem of hunger.

THE HARRY & BLANCHE WOLPERT FUND Family assistance fund .
STAT FAMILY GIFT FUND- Religious School
camp and Israel trip scholarships
HAROLD & BEATRICE SNYDER CAMP
HARLAM FUND- For Camp Harlam Scholarships.
MILTON & GAIL WAHL FUND - subsidize the
publishing of The Orbit.
THE MEMBERSHIP ASSISTANCE FUND - to
assist families or individual to pay the minimum
dues.
CARING COMMUNITY COMMITTEE – To support the Beth Emeth community with
care
baskets, driving needs, food, cards, etc…
THE CONGREGATION BETH EMETH EDUCATION FUND – for supplies and programs for
educational needs.
THE IRENE PACKLES MEMORIAL FUND FOR
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS- Contributions made
to this fund will enable our high school students to
make the transition to college more easily, with
regard to their Jewish identity.
THE LARRY ISAKOFF MUSIC PERFORMANCE
FUND- income from this fund will be used to pay
for musical events such as cantorial and choir
concerts, musical plays, etc.
ARCHIVE FUND - to pay for archive activities.
YOUTH AND FAMILY PROGRAMMING – for
youth and family programs.
THE HOLOCAUST GARDEN MAINTENANCE
FUND – Maintenance of the Holocaust Garden
THE TORAH REPAIR FUND – To repair the
Torah.
THE JERRY ARENSON LEADERSIP DEVELOPMENT FUND- for leadership development
THE SCHOLARSHIP FUND - to provide funds for
Religious School and Camp scholarships.
HOSPITALITY FUND – to help with noshes,
onegs and other events.

RAYMOND AND ESTHER MCDONALD MEMORIAL FUND - For activities relating to the State of
Israel.
RABBI GRUMBACHER MUSIC FUND - To promote Jewish music with guest musicians and
purchase music.
PRAYER BOOK FUND - funding for prayer book
and bookplates call the office for pricing.
RABBIS'/CANTOR’DISCRETIONARY FUNDS To support Jewish causes, pursue acts of loving
kindness, etc. Each Rabbi and Cantor has a separate fund.
ROSENTHAL JEWISH BOOK MONTH LECTURE FUND - To promote Jewish Literature and
a biannual lecture.
SOCIAL ACTION FUND - To be used at the discretion of the Social Action Committee for local
groups in need i.e. Sojourner's Place.
TEMPLE FUND - Undesignated Contributions for general congregation purposes.
VANCE BOLEN MEMORIAL FUND - To support
Cadet Aides.
PEARL K. BREGMAN MEMORIAL FUND - fund
available for use by the Caring Community
Connection Committee.
ALICE SCHIFF MEMORIAL FUND – needs
recommended by the Endowment Fund Committee and the Board of Trustees.
ADULT AND YOUTH CHOIR FUND – to
promote and support the Adult and Youth Choir
needs.
LEONA ELKINS SCHOLARSHIP FUND –
awarding need based scholarship to students of
CBE studying Hebrew or advanced Hebrew Studies at CBE, Gratz Hebrew High School or education programs in Israel.
RABBI HERBERT E. DROOZ & FLORENCE Z.
DROOZ FUND – awards for scholastic
excellence.
JUDGE STIFTEL AND YAFFEE FUND – needs
recommended by the Endowment Fund Committee and the Board of Trustees.
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Cantor Stanton's
Discretionary Fund
In memory of Jack Rubinow
and Louis Weiner
from Madeline & Allan
Rubinow
In memory of Harry Haskel
Farb from Sue & Chuck
Milazzo & Family
In memory of Jean Hilton &
Glen Hilton from Dr. Donna
Hilton
In memory of Anne Wagner
from Dr. Martin Wagner
In memory of Steven Threefoot
from Drs. Larry & Greta Wallis
In memory of Bessie Greenfield
from Sue Paul
Caring Community
Committee
In memory of Steven Threefoot
from Drs. Robin Karol &
Jerald Eng
In memory of Murray Orlin
from Mitch & Marilyn Orlin
In memory of Nathan Ebner
from Rose & Alan Ebner
In memory of James S. Yoder
from Judith B. Joseph
In memory of Peter Schnitman
from Richard and Judith
Insinga
Family Assistance
In memory of Gunther Ehrlich
from Barbara & Manfred Katz

In memory of Esther Wilner
from Suzy & Peter Grumbacher
In memory of Lee Wilner
from Suzy & Peter Grumbacher
In memory of Seymour Miller and
John Green from Regina Miller

In celebration of Rabbi
Grumbacher's seventieth birthday from Alan & Rose Ebner

Keil-Herrmann Memorial Fund

In appreciation of Rabbi
Robinson helping us celebrate
the Mitzvah of naming our
daughter from Jennifer YatesTallon & Tom Tallon
In love and appreciation of
Rabbi Robinson and the
Congregation from Rabbi
Harold & Miriam Robinson
In appreciation of Rabbi
Robinson for officiating at
Hinkie Pincus' funeral
from Robert B. Pincus
In memory of Louis Weiner and
Jack Rubinow from Madeline &
Allan Rubinow

In memory of Julian Agoos
from Susan & Steve Herrmann
Library Fund
In memory of Lucille Childs
from Nancy Selzer
In memory of Serena Parker
from Dr. Martin Wagner
Mazon
In memory of Israel Noznesky, Ida
Denkin, Jack Denkin and Marvin
Noznesky from Ann D. Hoffman
In loving memory of her father,
Henry Martin from Susan
Kreshtool
Rabbi Grumbacher
Discretionary Fund
In honor of Rabbi Grumbacher's
70th Birthday & 57th Bar Mitzvah
Anniversary from Anne Jacobs
Rabbi Grumbacher Music Fund
In honor of Rabbi Grumbacher's
70th Birthday from Larry Wilner
In memory of Fred's father, Frederick DeVries from Fred & Mary
DeVries
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Rabbi Robinson
Discretionary Fund

Temple Fund
In memory of David Jay
Freschman from Robin Jacobs
Freschman, Samara & Jared
In memory of Albert Suher
from Rusty, Lynne & Daniel
Suher
In memory of Steven Alcus
Threefoot from Berte & Ike
Muslow
In appreciation of Rabbi
Robinson, for his strong leadership in community-wide interfaith & social justice efforts
from Don & Barbara Goldberg

In loving memory of Donald M.
Kreston from Bob, Deena, Jeff &
Stacey Kreston
In memory of Hinkie Pincus,
mother of Bob Pincus
from Esther & Paul Timmeney
In memory of James Yoder
from Patricia, Cary, Jamie,
Andrew & Kimberly Levitt
In memory of Sarah Kaplan
from Edythe Rapkin
In honor Rabbi Peter
Grumbacher's 70th birthday
from Maureen & Bruce LaPorte
In memory of Dr. Leonard G.
Weinstock from Susan &
Malcolm Cobin & Leatrice
Weinstock & Family
In memory of Leonard Anapol
from Karen Friedman & Family
In memory of Henrietta (Yetta)
Serota from Doris Heisler &
Family
In memory of Janice Antinoph
from Richard Antinoph
In memory of Barnett Ash
from Wendy & Michael
Berkover & Family
In memory of Reba Levin and
Leonard Stein from Bruce,
Debbie, Rob, Dave, & Laura
In celebration of the birth of Mark
& Susan Detwiler's
granddaughter from Don &
Barbara Goldberg
In memory of Robert Wasserman
from Bill & Pat Wasserman &
Family
in honor of the birth of Vicki
Horowitz’ grandson, Charles
from Bill & Pat Wasserman &
Family
In memory of beloved father,
Jack Goldberg from Don &
Barbara Goldberg
In loving memory of Charles
Solomon from Joan Levithan
In loving memory of Marcia Picus
from Amy, Michael, Courtney &
Rachel Levithan

In loving memory of husband,
father & grandfather, Donald
Kreston from Carolyn Kreston,
Judy Glantz, Elizabeth &
Brittany
In memory of Pamela Greenfield
from David Greenfield
In memory of mother &
grandmother, Frances Friedman
from Winnie Silver & Family
In memory of mother,
grandmother, Lois Joffee from Jill
& Jeff Strauss & Family
In memory of mother, Dora
Fischer from Sara Hockstein
The Congregation Beth Emeth
Education Fund
In loving memory of Abraham
Sands from The Sands &
Costas Families
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A Note about Contributions
We welcome all contributions.
If you wish the contribution to be
listed in The Orbit, there is a
minimum donation of $10. This
also covers the mailing of ONE
acknowledgement card. Please
be sure to include the address if
the person(s) are not members
of Congregation Beth Emeth.
The card is mailed when the
check is received.
It is important that, when you
send in a donation, you write
specifically how you want the donation listed. Please include a
note with your check, printed
clearly or typed, stating exactly
how you want the contribution to
read. For example: Mary and
John Doe in memory of…, Mr.
and Mrs. John Doe in honor
of…, Mr. John and Mrs. Mary
Doe in beloved memory of….
Please remember to write legibly and to list which funds you
would like your donation to go to.
Please make your check payable
to Congregation Beth Emeth. Also, The Orbit usually runs three
weeks ahead of schedule so it
may take three weeks for your
donation to appear in The Orbit
from the date you mail it. Thank
you for your cooperation.

