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Nosh & Learn with Mindy, Parshat Shoftim, TBH-BE, 8/20/2020   
 
 
 
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav 
v’tzivanu laasok b’divrei Torah. 
 
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who hallows us with mitzvot, 
commanding us to engage with words of Torah. 
 
Parshat Shoftim – Ch 16:18-21:9 

basic societal structure for living with laws, governance and consequences 
 
 
Devarim 16: 18-20 

ֹשׁוְ םיטִ֣פְֹשׁ   ׃קדֶֽצֶ־טפַּשְׁמִ םעָ֖הָ־תאֶ וּט֥פְשָׁוְ ךָיטֶ֑בָשְׁלִ ךָ֖לְ ןתֵֹ֥נ ךָיהֶ֛לֹאֱ הוָ֧הְי רשֶׁ֨אֲ ךָירֶ֔עָשְׁ־לכָבְּ ךָ֙לְ־ןתֶּֽתִּ םירִ֗טְֽ
 
You shall appoint magistrates and officials for your tribes, in all the settlements 
that the LORD your God is giving you, and they shall govern the people with due 
justice.  
 

ֹשׁ חקַּ֣תִ־אלֹוְ םינִ֑פָּ ריכִּ֖תַ אלֹ֥ טפָּ֔שְׁמִ הטֶּ֣תַ־אלֹ ֹשּׁהַ יכִּ֣ דחַ֔   ׃םקִֽידִּצַ ירֵ֥בְדִּ ףלֵּ֖סַיֽוִ םימִ֔כָחֲ ינֵ֣יעֵ ר֙וֵּעְַי דחַ֗
 
You shall not judge unfairly: you shall show no partiality; you shall not take 
bribes, for bribes blind the eyes of the discerning and upset the plea of the just.  
 

ֹדּרְתִּ קדֶצֶ֖ קדֶצֶ֥ ׃ךְֽלָ ןתֵֹ֥נ ךָיהֶ֖לֹאֱ הוָ֥הְי־רשֶׁאֲ ץרֶאָ֔הָ־תאֶ תָּ֣שְׁרַָיוְ הֶ֙יחְֽתִּ ןעַמַ֤לְ ף֑  
 
Justice, justice shall you pursue, that you may thrive and occupy the land that the 
LORD your God is giving you. 
 
 
Man and God, by R. Eliezer Berkovitz, Chapter 7: Sedeq and S'daqah 
 
On numerous occasions, sedeq appears as an attribute of mishpat, of the 
administration of justice. According to biblical injunction, one must not respect the 
person of the poor or favor the mighty in judgment; “but in sedeq shalt thou judge 
thy neighbor.” Of the judges, who had to be set up “in all thy gates,” it is said: “and 
they shall judge the people mishpat sedeq.” In the first example sedeq means 
“justice,” in the second “just.” Similarly, it is also said: “and judge sedeq between 
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a man and his brother, and the stranger that is with him.”23Lev. 19:15; Deut. 16:18; 
ibid. 1:16. God is called a shofet sedeq, a just judge.24Jer. 11:20; Pss. 9:4. Isaiah 
prophecies concerning the Messiah that he will judge the poor with sedeq.25Isa. 
11:4. Sedeq is also required of a man’s trading. The scales, the weights, the 
measures, they all must be sedeq, just.26Lev. 19:36; Deut. 25:15. And who is not 
familiar with the biblical admonishment: “Thou shalt not wrest judgment; thou 
shalt not respect persons; neither shalt thou take a gift; for a gift doth blind the eyes 
of the wise, and pervert the words of the righteous. Sedeq, sedeq shalt thou pursue, 
that thou mayest live, and inherit the land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee.”27Deut. 16:19–20 Here, too, sedeq means justice. Looked at superficially, it 
would seem to be rather removed from what we have found s’daqah to indicate. 
However, we should recall what has been said on the biblical concept of mishpat 
(justice) and immediately the gap between sedeq, in the sense of just or justice, and 
s’daqah will narrow considerably. The full significance of the idea of a judgment 
which is sedeq comes to clearest expression in the exultation of the psalmist over 
such a judgment.  
 
 
Psalm 34:12 

  ׃וּהֽפֵדְרָוְ םוֹל֣שָׁ שׁקֵּ֖בַּ בוֹט֑־השֵׂעֲוַ ערָמֵ֭ רוּס֣
Shun evil and do good, seek peace and pursue it. 
 
 
Berachot 6b 
And Rabbi Ḥelbo said that Rav Huna said: One who is aware that another person is 
accustomed to greet him is not only obligated to return his greeting, but he must 
greet him first, as it is stated: “Seek peace and pursue it” (Psalms 34:15). 
 
 
Psalm 23:6 

ִי דסֶחֶ֣וָ בוֹט֤ ׀ ךְאַ֤ ְי־תיבֵבְּ יתִּ֥בְשַׁוְ ייָּ֑חַ ימְֵ֣י־לכָּ יִנוּפדְּרְ֭ ֹאלְ הוָ֗ה֝   ׃םיֽמִָי ךְרֶ֣
Only goodness and mercy shall pursue me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell 
in the house of the LORD for many long years. 
 


