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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
By Randy Goldberg 

 Throughout our history as a con‐

gregation, we have taken many 

trips together. Some have been 

family trips and others have been 

of the “adults only” variety. They 

have all have produced a lifetime of 

priceless memories for those who 

have participated. TBH‐BE spon‐

sored trips enable us to make new 

friends, bond more closely with 

folks that we may just know casual‐

ly and see some interesting places 

that have always been on the pro‐

verbial “bucket list.” 

 In the past few years, we have 

offered several excellent travel op‐

portunities. In 2013, we presented a 

synagogue mission to Havana, 

where we brought suitcases over‐

flowing with clothing, toys, books, 

and medical supplies for the Cuban

‐Jewish community. Our trip to 

Warsaw, Krakow and Prague fol‐

lowed in 2017. That was an espe‐

cially important and emotional 

journey—one I guarantee none 

who traveled with us will ever for‐

get. Our visit to Auschwitz was 

essential and was deeply meaning‐

ful to all of us, as were our visits to 

ancestral towns and Jewish ceme‐

teries. Last year, in celebration of 

Israel70, we offered a “food, wine 

and art” tour of Israel, which in‐

cluded a plethora of experiences 

that even the frequent traveler to 

Israel had not previously enjoyed.  

Traveling with Rabbi and Lori 

Cooper, along with fellow congre‐

gants, is very special, and I warmly 

encourage you to learn more about 

our upcoming travel experience. 

 Our next adventure will take us 

to Morocco in early March 2020. 

Our trip will coincide with the holi‐

day of Purim, and I am already 

thinking about my costume! Seri‐

ously, it should be fun for us to 

celebrate together in Casablanca 

with the Moroccan Jewish commu‐

nity. Our tour will present the high‐

lights of Morocco from a Jewish 

lens, which is always our overarch‐

ing objective when we sponsor a 

trip. In addition to Casablanca, 

which will include (among other 

things) visits to the Neve Shalom 

Jewish School and the Moroccan 

Jewish Museum (and of course 

lunch at “Rick’s Café”), our trip 

takes in the cities 

of Fez, once the 

home of Maimon‐

ides and among 

the best known 

cities in medieval Jewish history; 

Rabat, the white imperial capital; 

Marrakech, where Jews have lived 

since the first century; Essaouria, 

where we will visit the Chaim Pinto 

Synagogue and tomb, which is the 

site of an annual pilgrimage in the 

week preceding Rosh Hashanah 

situated in the vast Jewish cemetery 

adjacent to the Atlantic Ocean.  

 The unique Jewish and secular 

sights—in addition to wonderful 

food, shopping and our customary 

camaraderie are the ingredients 

that will make for another wonder‐

ful trip. Might 2020 be your year to 

join TBH‐BE “on the road?” The 

details about the trip are available 

at www.TBHBE.org.  I hope you 

will make some history with us, 

and I look forward to welcoming 

you on tour!   

 

 

MINYAN SCHEDULE    

Join a service and be counted.  
Sign up online at www.TBHBE.org. 

 
 
 

Mornings 
Sunday—9 AM 

Monday—6:45 AM 

Tuesday—7:45 AM 

Wednesday—7:45 AM 

Thursday—7:30 AM 

Friday—7:45 AM 

Shabbat—9:30 AM 

Evenings 

 
Monday—7:45 PM 

Tuesday—7:45 PM 

Wednesday—7:45 PM 

Thursday—7:45 PM 

Friday—6:00 PM 



|    3       

The Freedom to Ask:   

Thoughts for your Pesach  

Seder Table, 5779 / 2019 

 The Torah explains the events 

surrounding the story of Pesach in 

terms that relate not just to our 

ancestors but in terms of what 

those experiences and events 

might mean to the Jewish People 

in the future.  The Holiday enjoins 

us not simply to remember history 

but to respond to history in ways 

which might seem, to some, coun‐

ter‐intuitive.  Consider the follow‐

ing:   

Do not oppress the stranger, for you 

know the feelings of the stranger,                                               

having been yourselves strangers in 

the land of Egypt (Ex. 23:9) 

 The Jewish response to the 

stranger, “the other”, the outsider, 

seems to me counter‐intuitive.  

Although some possess a laudable 

sense of connection to the 

stranger, an altruistic sensibility 

which draws them toward those 

whom others might avoid, most 

do not.  And, so, the Torah in‐

structs us to do that which, for 

many, does not seem to be an ob‐

vious responsibility.  After all, 

why the concern for the stranger? 

Why should that person’s prob‐

lems be our responsibility?   

 In addition, as we read the tales 

of our ancestors who were en‐

slaved in Egypt, we cannot help 

but notice that no one came to our 

defense.   We languished for four 

hundred years, suffering beneath 

the whips of Egyptian task‐

masters, waiting for a leader to 

come and lead our People to free‐

dom.  Why should we care about 

those who are today’s downtrod‐

den, today’s refugees, today’s 

slaves?  

 These questions are legitimate 

and deserve to be answered.  I 

suggest three possibilities for your 

consideration and discussion at 

your Seder table: 

 1. Empathy 

 Throughout the long and pain‐

ful history of the Jewish People, 

there are a few examples, right‐

eous gentiles, who came to our 

defense.  But, on Pesach, we re‐

member our suffering and the 

pain we have endured.   When we 

cried out, from beneath the Egyp‐

tian task masters’ whips, or from 

the cruelties of ancient Rome, or as 

victims of the Crusaders, or from 

the torturers of the Inquisition, or 

from the instigators of the pog‐

roms or from the murderous Nazi 

monsters who orchestrated the 

Holocaust, few heard, fewer re‐

sponded to our cries.  And it is 

here that we learn the first lesson:  

We can learn something from our 

own suffering.  We can learn and 

teach the lesson of emapthy.  It is 

because our voices were not 

heard, our calls were not an‐

swered that we must teach the 

world to listen, to 

remember and to 

respond. How 

would our histo‐

ry have been 

different had there been a re‐

sponse from those who heard?  

We change lives, save lives, if we 

do for others what others have not 

done for us.  We know what it is 

like to be ignored.  It is because no 

one cared that we suffered that we 

must feel the suffering of others 

and respond. 

Which voices do we hear calling 

out today?  Who is listening?  

What can we do?  

 2. Hope 

There is a line in the Haggadah 

which cannot be glossed over:   

In every generation, they have tried to 

destroy us, but God has saved us from 

them all.   

 This line is not intended to be 

descriptive.  I believe that it is 

prescriptive.  In the face of nations 

which want nothing more than to 

destroy our people and our home‐

land, we read this sentence to 

strengthen our resolve and give us 

hope for the future.   

 We carry the burden of an ex‐

cruciatingly painful and violent 

history, but it is not simply history 

we recall.  At the seder we en‐

sconce a different fact to ponder. 

Those who have threatened us 

By Rabbi Neil S. Cooper 

OFF THE PULPIT 

(Continued on page 16) 



Going Home Again? 

 With much excitement and 

deep gratitude, I am pleased to 

share with you the news that I 

have accepted an offer to become 

the next rabbi at Tikvat Israel  

Congregation in Rockville, MD. 

Tikvat Israel is a haimish  

Conservative congregation with 

260 families located in the Greater 

Washington area. As most of you 

know, Abbey and I spent 16 years 

living in the DC area together 

(and Abbey an additional 18 be‐

fore I met her); all of our children 

were born and raised there until 

we moved here. So this will be a 

homecoming of sorts. 

 Since making this decision, I 

have been thinking about the ex‐

pression “You Can’t Go Home 

Again,” a phrase popularized by 

Thomas Wolfe in his eponymous 

novel. In the novel, the lead char‐

acter, George Webber, longs to go 

back to his hometown and have 

everything be as it was during his 

childhood. But he realizes, ʺYou 

canʹt go back home to your family, 

back home to your childhood ... 

back home to a young manʹs 

dreams of glory and of fame ... 

back home to places in the coun‐

try, back home to the old forms 

and systems of things which once 

seemed everlasting but which are 

changing all the time – back home 

to the escapes of Time and 

Memory.ʺ In essence, the novel 

reminds us that you can return to 

a place, but you can’t return to the 

past – the neighborhoods change, 

the people change, and you have 

changed. 

 And it’s true – the “I” who re‐

turns to the greater Washington 

area is not the same person who 

moved to Philadelphia six years 

ago. During these years, I have 

had opportunities to learn and to 

teach, to develop my skills on the 

pulpit and, most importantly, to 

build many wonderful relation‐

ships. I have also had challenging 

experiences, but I have learned 

from those as well. When we ar‐

rived, so many of you opened 

your hearts and homes to me and 

my family, I learned that we have 

the resilience needed to go though 

this major life change. 

 I want to express my deep ap‐

preciation to the students in my 

classes – the Tuesday morning 

Pirkei Avot/Mishlei group, the 

Thursday Nosh n’Learn, the Shab‐

bat morning Parashat HaShavua, 

two classes of adult bnei mitzvah, 

our teens in LMAHH (and J‐Link 

and CHHS before that) and the 

children in our Sylvia Lodish reli‐

gious school and our ECC. I hope 

that I have been able to impart 

some of Judaism’s wisdom to you; 

I know that you have taught me so 

much. I truly came to understand 

Rabbi Hani‐

na’s state‐

ment: “I 

have learned 

much from my teachers, more  

from my friends, but from my 

students ‐  I have learned 

more than from all.” (Taanit 7a) 

 My most successful endeavors 

were always the product of a col‐

laborative process with lay lead‐

ers, the synagogue staff and our 

religious school faculty. From 

changes in the religious school 

structure and the creation of 

LMAHH to the development of 

our Inclusion Committee and ex‐

pansion of our Journey to Bar/Bat 

Mitzvah program, I have had op‐

portunities to work with many 

amazing people – far too many to 

list here (and far too likely to acci‐

dentally leave someone off the 

list), but you know who you are. 

Each of you has made an imprint 

on who I am and the rabbi I will 

be when I start at Tikvat Israel. 

 It is those experiences and rela‐

tionships that have changed me 

over the past six years. And that is 

why Wolfe writes that we can’t go 

home AGAIN. The last word is 

the key – because it implies that 

everything will be the same. While 

we look forward to being near to 

where we came from, it will not be 

the same as when we left – and 

nor will we. 

FROM THE ASSOCIATE RABBI 

By Rabbi Marc D. Israel 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Friday, April 5 
7:11 PM Candle Lighting 
5:30 PM First Friday L’Chaims and 
Light Fair Sponsored by the  
Religious School Families 
6:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Services 
 
Shabbat, April 6 
Torah Portion: Tazria 
8:45 AM Mishneh Torah Study Group 
9:15 AM Parashat HaShavuah 
9:30 AM Lay-led Services  
coordinated by Havurah 
9:30 AM Shabbat Services— 
Bat Mitzvah of Dylan Spivack,  
daughter of Tracy & Ken Spivack   
10:00 AM Shabbat Babysitting 
10:30 AM Oreo Minyan 
11:00 AM Tot Shabbat  
12:00 PM Kiddush Lunch sponsored 
by Tracy & Ken Spivack in honor of 
Dylan becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
7:30 PM Gala honoring the  
Beck/Busis Family 
 
Friday, April 12 
7:18 PM Candle Lighting 
6:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Services 

 
Shabbat, April 13 
Torah Portion: Metzora 
8:45 AM Mishneh Torah Study Grp 
9:00 AM Shabbat School  
9:15 AM  Parashat HaShavuah 
9:30 AM Lay-led Services  
coordinated by Havurah 
9:30 AM Shabbat Services—  
Bat Mitzvah of Shayna Gross,  
daughter of Mackenzie & Josh Gross 
10:00 AM Shabbat Babysitting 
11:00 AM Tot Shabbat  
12:00 PM Kiddush Lunch sponsored 
by Mackenzie & Josh Gross in honor 
of Shayna becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
 
Friday, April 19 
Erev Pesach—1st Seder 
7:25 PM Candle Lighting 
6:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Services 

 
Shabbat, April 20 
Pesach—1st Day—2nd Seder 
Torah Portion: Pesach 
8:45 AM Mishneh Torah Study Group 
9:15 AM  Parashat HaShavuah 
9:30 AM Shabbat Services— 
Festival Services 
10:00 AM Shabbat Babysitting 

10:30 AM Oreo MInyan 
11:00 AM Tot Shabbat  
12:00 PM Kiddush sponsored by 
Sisterhood 
 
Sunday, April 21 
Pesach—2nd Day 
9:30 AM Festival Services & Kiddush 
sponsored by Sisterhood 
 
Friday, April 26 
Pesach—7th Day 
7:32 PM Candle Lighting 
9:30 AM Festival Services & Kiddush 
sponsored by Sisterhood 
6:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Services 
 
Shabbat, April 27 
Pesach—8th Day—Yizkor Recited 
Torah Portion: Pesach 
8:45 AM Mishneh Torah Study Group 
9:15 AM  Parashat HaShavuah 
9:30 AM Lay-led Services  
Coordinated by Havurah 
9:30 AM Shabbat Services 
10:00 AM Shabbat Babysitting 
11:00 AM Tot Shabbat  
12:00 PM Kiddush sponsored by 
Sisterhood 

SHABBAT HIGHLIGHTS 
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~~  Save the Dates  ~~ 
 

Lag B’Omer BBQ & Carnival  

Wednesday, May 22 

Hava NaGrilla 

Sunday, June 23 



BETTY THE CATERER ǀ JEFF KALINSKY 
215.224.8400 

BOSCOV’S A LA CARTE CATERING ǀ STEVE BONNER 
610.370.3718 

FOOD DESIGN, INC. ǀ JANETTE 
 215.284.7569 or 215.843.2292 

MY CATERER KOSHER ǀ PAUL SPANGLER 
215.244.9700 or 215.237.2530 

609.206.3553 (Toby) 

NANA’S KITCHEN ǀ GLADYS FINK 
703.586.3103 

OUR KOSHER KITCHEN ǀ LESLIE & LEWIS ROSEN 
610.660.0680 

2018-19 TBH-BE Approved Caterers  

 Is there a perfect lesson plan?  

When a teacher takes into consid‐

eration who the students are, their 

learning styles and differences, 

interests, backgrounds, abilities 

and preferences, does the perfect 

lesson plan emerge?  The teachers 

in our Religious School strive 

weekly to meet the needs of their 

students, factoring in all of the 

above and more.  Time afterward 

is spent reflecting, as one session 

informs the next. 

 The Religious School has two 

amazing lesson plans in place for 

Pesach.  The absolute best is the 

Passover haggadah itself!  It im‐

parts knowledge while providing 

a myriad of experiential educa‐

tional opportunities for all pre‐

sent.  There are many entry points 

for participants of all ages, abili‐

ties and knowledge.  It imple‐

ments the Socratic method, allow‐

ing anyone at any age to ask ques‐

tions and to respond, to learn and 

to teach.  Our faculty tailors lesson 

plans to students.  They use the 

actual Haggadah text and provide 

differentiated instruction given 

the range of abilities. 

 A very close to first place Pass‐

over lesson plan has been a work 

in progress since the fall and has 

been created by one of our parents 

for the children in the Religious 

School.  It, too, fulfills the require‐

ments necessary for excellent les‐

son planning.  Our students will 

be participating in a breakout ac‐

tivity, called, what else: Escape 

from Egypt!  They will use the 

knowledge about the laws, cus‐

toms and origins of Pesach that 

they acquired from home and 

Religious School over the years 

and participate 

as well with 

newly acquired 

knowledge in a 

popular mode of entertainment.  

In multi‐level age groups, the chil‐

dren will work collaboratively to 

solve riddles that will, hopefully, 

enable them to ‘escape’, to pass 

through the Red Sea, a very realis‐

tic 3‐D version that is being creat‐

ed by our youngest students. 

 Traditional lesson plans have a 

place in our students’ learning as 

do state‐of‐the‐art interactive 

plans.  Together, they create a 

holistic curriculum that meets the 

needs of all kinds of learners and 

helps them reinforce and retain 

knowledge about our history and 

our people. 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
By Lisa Richman 
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 A central law of Passover observance is the requirement to remove all traces of hametz from our homes. 

Hametz may be defined as any food containing traces of leavening, any dishes, utensils, pots or pans than may 

have come into contact with leaven‐containing products. The quite stringent laws of kashrut for Passover, more  

exacting that the dietary restrictions during the rest of the year, are designed to eliminate even the slightest  

possibility that a product containing the minutest trace of hametz would be used or even seen in our homes  

during Passover. 

Siyyum Planned for the Fast of the Firstborn 

Friday, April 19, 7:00 AM  

 The story of Pesach reminds us that, just before the 

Exodus from Egypt, the Egyptian firstborns were killed. 

The firstborn Israelites, however, were not harmed. In 

recognition of this fact, it has become a tradition for the 

firstborn sons (the eldest child of their mothers) to fast 

on the day before Pesach. This fast is known as Ta’anit 

Bekhorim. 

 An accompanying tradition is one which nullifies the 

fast for those who participate in a siyyum. A siyyum is 

a ceremony of celebration observed upon the 

completion of study of a tractate of the Talmud or other 

major volume of study. Those who are present for the 

siyyum are exempted from the fast.  

 The congregation is invited to join the first‐born sons 

on Friday, April 19 for Shaharit at 7:00 AM. Rabbi 

Cooper will conduct the siyyum at the end of services. 

The siyyum will conclude before 8:00 AM. An informal 

breakfast will follow. 

Passover Highlights ‐ Pesach ₅₇₇₉ 

Preparing for Pesach includes Selling and Giving 

 As we prepare our homes for Pesach with cleaning 

and scouring, we include the ritual of M’Chirat 

Hametz, the ancient tradition of selling hametz. 

Despite the fact that your hametz (all non‐Passover 

goods, dishes and utensils) has been been put away, 

those items are still in your possession. The injunction 

of Passover requires that these items not remain in 

your possession. In order to fulfill this requirement, 

we sell our hametz. This sale is affected either in 

person or by completing the form on the following 

page, Having received your power of attorney to sell 

your hametz, Rabbi Cooper will sell it on your behalf 

while the items remain in your homes or stored away. 

 A second tradition, Ma’ot Hitim, accompanies the 

sale of hametz. This tradition (literally, “wheat 

money”) reminds us that there are some families who 

will not have the wherewithal for matzah or other 

needs to celebrate the holiday. Ma’ot Hitim money is 

used to support the Jewish families locally and 

throughout the world. We will report to you on these 

funds after Pesach. 

 As you prepare for Pesach, please consider 

participation in these traditions. To sell your hametz, 

please complete the form on the following page. 

Whether you participate or not in selling hametz, we 

hope you will be a part of our effort to help others in 

need. Make checks payable to Temple Beth Hillel‐

Beth El, attention, Ma’ot Hitim. 

Passover 

Preparing the Home for Pesach 

Removing the Hametz 

Continued on next page 
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Continued on next page 

There are five steps in the overall process of removing hametz. 

1. Mekhirat Hametz—Selling Hametz 

Selling our hametz so that we no longer possess any hametz food, dishes or utensils can be arranged dur‐

ing the weeks before Pesach. (See authorization form.) 

  

2. Bedikat Hametz—Searching for Hametz—Thursday, April 18 (after dark) 

Following a complete and throughout cleaning of the house, a formal search of the house takes place on 

the night before the first Seder. 

A.  Immediately after sundown, ten pieces of hametz (bread, crackers, cereal) are hidden around the 

house. 

B.  A candle is lit. 

 C.  Recite the Bedikat Hametz blessing, “al bi’ur hametz.” 

     1) Barukh attah Adonai   1) Praised are You, Adonai 

     2) Eloheinu melek ha‐olam  2) our God, who rules the universe 

     3) asher kidshanu     3) who has sanctified us, instilling in us holiness 

     4) b’mitzvotav      4) through the mitzvot 

     5) v’tzivanu      5) by commanding us 

     6) al bi’ur hametz     6) to remove all hametz 

D.  Conduct the search, using the candle to illuminate areas. When a piece of hametz is found, sweep it 

onto the wooden spoon using the feather, and then deposit the crumbs into a bag or on a paper 

plate. 

E.   Be sure you collect the pieces of hametz which were hidden. 

 

3. Bittul Hametz—Nullifying Hametz 

Immediately following the search for hametz, a formula is recited which nullifies any hametz which may or may 

not have been found, as a kind of insurance policy. After the search is concluded, recite the Bittul hametz—

nullification formula. 

  1) Kol hamira va‐hami’a d’ka virshuti  1) All hametz in my possession 

  2) d’la hamitei u‐d’la va‐aritei    2) which I have not seen or removed 

  3) u’d’la yadana lei        3) or of which I am unaware 

  4) liv‐til v’le’hevei hefker      4) is hereby nullified and ownerless 

  5) k’afra d’ara          5) as the dust of the earth. 

 

Passover 
Preparing the Home for Pesach 

Removing the Hametz 
continued from page 7 
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4. Bi‐ur Hametz—Burning Hametz 

The next morning, on Friday, April 19, before 10:30 AM, the hametz collected the night before is burned. The burn‐

ing may take place outside. After contents have been burned, they may be swept away. After the burning of 

hametz, the following declaration is recited: 

  1) Kol hamira va‐hami’a d’ika vir’shuti  1) All hametz in my possession 

  2) da hamitei u’dila va’artei   2) whether I have seen it or not 

  3) di va’artei u’dila va’artei   3) whether I have removed it or not 

  4) liv‐til v‐le’hevei hefker   4) is hereby nullified and ownerless 

  5) k’afra d’ara    5) as the dust of the earth. 

From this point on, all hametz including food, dishes, or utensils that contain or have come into contact with 

hametz, must be put away. They may not be handled, used or seen until the end of Pesach, after dark on Saturday, 

April 27. If you have questions regarding this or any aspect of the preparations for Pesach, please contact the Rab‐

bi. 

Passover 

Deed of Authorization 

Removing the Hametz 

  

I hereby authorize Rabbi Neil Cooper to be my agent to sell all kinds of hametz including, but not limited to, any 

leavened food, dishes, pots, pans, and utensils used with leavened food which may be in my possession at the 

address below. I understand that the sale will be affected by 10:30 AM on Friday, April 19. I further understand 

that if the terms of the agreement are not fulfilled by Saturday night, April 27 by 9:35 PM, the sale will be consid‐

ered null and void. 

  

Name _________________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________ 

Signature ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Please sign and return to the synagogue office by April 18. 
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WELCOME / KOSHER SHOPS 
Haverford Avenue    Overbrook Park 

Best Cake Bakery    
Cakes for all Occasions 
215.878.1127 
  

Shalom Pizza 
Kosher Vegetarian Delight Catering 
215.878.1500 
 

New York Bagels 
Fresh Baked on Premises, Party Trays 
215.878.8080 

R&R Produce & Fish 

Fresh Fish, Groceries 
Produce Party Trays  
 215.878.6264 
 

Kosher Catering Philadelphia  
by Chef Daniel Israel 
www.koshercateringphiladelphia.com 

      SUPPORT OUR LOCAL MERCHANTS! 

Now Offering 9 Weeks of Camp! 
June 17—August 16, 2019 
Only A Few Spots Left! 

Call Today!  610.649.2277 
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An Unmailed Letter to  
the Director of the  

Internal Revenue Service 

With April comes not only the bitter 

flavors of Pesach but also tax time, 

which for some can leave its own bitter 

after‐taste. This article, which appeared 

in the April 1963 Pharisee, shared one 

congregant’s point of view that he far 

underestimates his IRS income for all 

that he gains from this community.  

—Ken Krivitzky, Executive Director  

Dear Mr. Director, 

 Enclosed is my tax return. I am 

quite sure it is in proper order inso‐

far as the law is concerned. But I 

confess to a feeling of fraud be‐

cause of some of the deductions.  

 You will note an attached sheet 

listing contributions, all of which 

you will approve. There is a sizea‐

ble deduction under the head, 

“Temple Beth Hillel.” Oh yes, I can 

prove all of them—annual dues, 

building fund, library fund, prayer 

books, religious school, using all of 

your nomenclature, “Contributions 

to charitable, educational, health, 

research and religious agencies.” 

But I still feel a pang of deceit.  

 As I memorialize or honor a 

dear one, am I being charitable? As 

I add a library book or prayer book 

to our shelves—a book that I will 

enjoy together with others—am I 

aiding education? As I help to send 

some of our youth to a leadership 

training institute—enabling our 

children to receive a modern Jew‐

ish education, am I making a con‐

tribution? 

 As I assume my pittance of an 

obligation to the Congregation, am 

I being generous? When I write my 

monthly checks for the Building 

Fund, am I being charitable?  

 Your department is most liberal, 

Mr. Director. I admit I am entitled 

to deductions for contributions for 

some causes—so that others may 

walk, see, hear and live with a 

measure of physical comfort and 

freedom from want or pain. But my 

giving to Beth Hillel is not to oth‐

ers! I give to myself: a house of 

worship, study, and fellowship, a 

symbol of goodwill and brother‐

hood in my community, a bulwark 

in humanitarianism with respect 

for the freedom of all men every‐

where; a well‐rounded program of 

education to my children so that 

they may walk with respect and 

dignity among their fellows; a 

home where I can pray, study and 

socialize with people near and dear 

to me. 

 Mr. Director, thanks for the law. 

I appreciate the deductions. But in 

all honesty, I owe lots more money 

to you. My income is far greater 

than the figure shown.  

 How do I estimate the respect, 

the dignity, the warmth, affection 

and love that Beth Hillel has given 

me? How do I estimate the satisfac‐

tion that is mine in the knowledge 

that my children are happy, com‐

fortable, and warm in their Juda‐

ism? How do I estimate the meas‐

ure of peace of mind I have found 

as an American Jew living in an 

unhappy, confused atomic age? 

You tell me, Mr. Director, and I’ll 

be happy to pay what I owe.  

EXPLORING THE TBH‐BE ARCHIVES 
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 UPCOMING CLASSES: @tbhbe.ed 
Back to the Sources: Curious Tales & Contemporary Readings from Talmud and Midrash 

Led by Rabbi Cooper 

Sundays, March 31 and April 7 at 9:45 AM 

In this course, we turn to rabbinic sources that at first glance may seem archaic, difficult to understand and  

even obtuse. Upon further investigation though, we find the wisdom of our Sages that resonates, inspires 

and provides insight into matters with which we struggle to this day.  

To learn more, go to www.TBHBE.org/adulteducation 
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SISTERHOOD NEWS 
By Robin Oriel 

 It’s been a couple of busy but fun months with Sister‐

hood. I’ve been told many other synagogues have NOT 

had as much to do to keep moving! Kudos to our multi‐

faceted Board and involved members! It takes a great 

community to support each other! 

 Welcome to Congregant Ellen Sklar (Sklars@verizon.net) as our new 

birthday and Anniversary “Leagram” Administrator! Since we have 

brought this in house, we are holding a contest for a new name? Send your 

ideas to me.  

 Special applause to Kiddush Cooking Club Chair Amy Elkins and 

daughter Lila, stars of TBH‐BE’s production of “Annie,” and so many Sister‐

hood stars and their families who performed! TBH‐BE needs help preparing 

food for shabbat kiddushes on select Thursdays and Sundays. Please sign‐

up online either at www.TBHBE.org or Signup.com/go/akzidMA 

 Kudos to Sisterhood’s Cook for a Friend Chair Rachel Goldberg and her 

helpers! The excitement continued at another well‐attended Party Expo 

Event chaired by Batya Warshowsky and her helpers! Chag Samaech Purim 

to our Mishloach Manot Chairs Robin Zwick, Caren Dash and Barbara 

Bookman and everyone who helped pack and send Purim bags for this 

mitzvah and Sisterhood’s largest fundraiser of the year! A warm thanks to 

Game Night Chairs Caroline Lewis and Kelly Dash and those who joined 

in the fun! Every quarter, we appreciate Janie Rosen, our Yoga instructor, 

who donates a percentage from her weekly classes to Sisterhood! 

 We are excited for the Torah Fund Brunch honoring Rita Ross on April 

7. See the March Pharisee article about why Rita is so special to TBH‐BE! For 

more information, please contact Rachel Kerman at Kermanfamily@yahoo.com 

 TBH‐BE’s Gift Shop Passover SALE has a 20% holiday discount going 

on NOW! Passover isn’t until April 19‐27 but shop now for Seder plates, 

matzoh trays, Passover wine, plague bags, hostess gifts and more at a nice 

discount! Email kellydash@comcast.net or sharmkf.ad@verizon.net  

Enjoy life at your synagogue through Sisterhood!  

Torah Fund Brunch 
Sunday, April 7  

 

Honoring Rita Ross and benefiting 
JTS! This year’s event will be one of 

great wisdom, Jewish humor,  
vintage musical enjoyment  

featuring TBH-BE’s own youth choir, 
and genuine love of our special  

honoree. If you did not receive an 
invitation, contact Rachel Kerman 

(kermanfamily@yahoo.com)  
or Yehudit Rubin (yrubin@pjds.org). 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
ROSH HODESH  

 
Nisan: Wednesday, April 10 

 
Iyar: Monday, May 6  

 
Sivan: Tuesday, June 4 

 
Watch the e-Highlights  

for details on the engaging 
speakers and topics  

planned or email  
Cynthias@Camden.Rutgers.edu. 
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MEN’S CLUB NEWS 
By Lee Bender and Larry Nathanson 

 “In every generation they rise 

up against us.”  We read these 

words every year at our Passover 

seders.  In our parents’ generation, 

the threats came from the Nazis 

and the United Arab League and 

then from the Soviet Union.  To‐

day, we as a people are faced with 

threats from Hamas, Hezbollah, 

and attacks from both the right 

and left.  Recent events in Char‐

lottesville and Pittsburgh and anti‐

Semitic comments from academi‐

cians and politicians have led us to 

question whether this cycle will 

ever be broken.  Please join us on 

Thursday, April 11, 2019 for our 

annual Men’s Club dinner with 

Rabbi Cooper.  We asked Rabbi 

Cooper to address these issues 

and other issues that may be of 

interest to him and you. 

 On Tuesday, April 30, 2019, the 

Men’s Club will be sponsoring for 

the second time this year “Cook 

for a Friend” in the Temple’s 

kitchen.  Please join us starting at 

4:00 PM as we work together to 

prepare meals for the needy. 

 On Sunday, June 2, 2019, we are 

planning a family trip to New 

York City with Har Zion’s Men’s 

Club.  Among other things, we 

will be touring the Lower East 

Side and taking a boat tour 

around Manhattan.  Please let us 

know if you would like to join us. 

 

 

 

 We are looking forward to see‐

ing you at these and other events. 

 

Larry Nathanson 

(lawrence.nathanson@yahoo.com) 

Lee Bender  

(lsb123@verizon.net) 

The Men’s Club Presents Our Annual Event 
DINNER ~ DRINKS ~ DISCUSSION 

with Rabbi Cooper  
 

Thursday, April 11, 2019 

Taken at the Menʹs Club  

Co‐Presidentʹs Ski Weekend in 

the Catskills in February.  
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have themselves been destroyed, yet, 

with the forces of history against us, 

we have survived.  For those for 

whom this world continues to be a 

threatening place, Pesach gives us 

hope that we shall survive and 

thrive. Given the precarious nature 

of our world today and the ongoing 

dangers faced by the State of Israel, 

we need the reminder we receive 

from the Haggaddah.  We need rea‐

son to hope. 

How are we most threatened today 

as Jews?  Are you hopeful about our 

future? 

 3. Freedom 

 Pesach is the quintessential Jewish 

Holiday and yet it is a celebration 

with meaning for all people.  The 

rites, traditions and strict guidelines 

we follow do not obscure the deeper, 

universal message of this Holiday.  

There is no human desire stronger 

than the desire for freedom.  Free‐

dom is the indispensable ingredient 

to living life fully, to becoming the 

best we can be, individually and col‐

lectively. It is no coincidence that our 

country, seen by its founders as the 

“New Israel”, set freedom as its pri‐

mary value.  

 We read in the Torah that we must 

reach out to the stranger because we 

have been in similar situations. We 

know how dangerous the world can 

be.  We know, as well, how wonder‐

ful the world can be. We reach out 

because we know that access to a full 

and meaningful life is the by‐product 

of freedom, a gift not to be taken for 

granted. And so we must ask:    

What will you do with freedom?  

How will you make the most of this 

most precious gift? 

 May the questions you use to 

stimulate discussion and thought at 

your seder table bring to you a great‐

er sense of empathy, a sense of hope 

for the future and for a world in 

which we all use our freedom for 

good, for health and for life. 

 Lori joins me in wishing you and 

our entire community a sweet and 

joyful Pesach.  

OFF THE PULPIT, continued from page 3 

FROM THE ASSOCIATE RABBI, continued from page 4 

 As we approach Passover, it is 

worth noting that the word shuv 

(return) is never used by Moshe or 

God to refer to the Israelites heading 

to the Land of Israel. While it is not‐

ed that it is the land of their ances‐

tors, God always has them looking 

forward, as noted in Exodus 3:8 

 

 
 
 
 “I have come down to rescue  them 

 from the Egyptians and to  bring 

 them out of that land to a  

 good and spacious land, a land  

 flowing with milk and honey…”  

 On the other hand, the Israelites, 

in their complaints to Moses 

(Numbers 14:3), 

 

 
 
 “Why is the LORD taking us  

 to that land to fall by the sword?  

 Our wives and children will be  

 carried off! It would be better for  

 us to go back to Egypt!”  

 Other examples of the Torah’s use 

of “return” are also connected with 

negative incidents – including the 

Golden Calf and the incident with 

the spies.  

 So we will not be “returning” to 

Washington, but we will go forward 

to the next step on our path, taking 

with us all that we have learned 

during our six years in Wynnewood. 

I want to especially thank those who 

have supported and guided us 

through this process of transition. 

 Each of you, in your own way, 

has helped me to become the rabbi 

who I am today. Thank you for the 

opportunity to learn and to grow, to 

teach and to share, and now, to 

move forward. 

 

 



The Ann Altus Bright Horizons Fund 
In honor of the birth of Beatrix Rose 
Alfermann, granddaughter of Rachel 
and Stanley Kull 
 David and Jodie Rittenberg 
 
In memory of Maxine Bender, beloved 
mother of Lee Bender 
 Jay and Fran Perlman 
 
In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Jacob 
Bowman 
 Jay and Fran Perlman 
 
In honor of the marriage of Talia 
Cooper to Adam Simon 
 Jerry and Roz Elkins 
 
In honor of the birth of Dara Skye 
Dabrow, granddaughter of Lori and 
Steve Dabrow 
 David and Jodie Rittenberg 
 Paul and Jen Shandelman 
 
In memory of Charles Finder, beloved 
husband of Darien Finder 
 Jerry and Roz Elkins 
 Jay and Fran Perlman 
 
In loving memory of Abraham Gelfand 
 Mark and Sharon Raivetz 
 
In honor of the birth of Noam Ya’ir 
Hanania, grandson of Rabbi and Lori 
Cooper 
 Jerry and Roz Elkins 
 
In loving memory of William Murphy 
 Jay and Fran Perlman 
 
In honor of the engagement of Emily 
Rittenberg to Darren Thurman 
 Jerry and Roz Elkins 

In honor of the birth of Bennett Dylan 
Rosenthal, grandson of Joy Rosenthal 
and nephew of Alexander Rosenthal 
 Jerry and Roz Elkins 
 
In loving memory of Harry Saslofsky 
 Mark and Sharon Raivetz 
 
In loving memory of Etti Shotz 
 Larry and Shelley Goldstein 
 
Building Fund 
In memory of Carroll Baylson, found-
ing member, Past President and  
Trustee 
 David and Jodie Rittenberg 
 
Cantor's Music Education Fund 
In memory of Charles Finder, beloved 
husband of Darien Finder 
 Dawn Berue 
 Scott and Lynne Feuer 
 Marc Gold and Sharon  
 Stumacher Gold 
 Mitchell and Janie Rosen 
 Lewis and Jean Rothstein 
 Azriel and Susan Schmidt 
 Warren and Diane Seider 
 
In memory of Mildred Kenton, be-
loved mother of Lynne Bucovetsky 
 Benjamin Bloom and Esther  
 Stern-Bloom 
 
In memory of Richard Lodish, beloved 
brother of Leonard Lodish 
 Mitchell and Janie Rosen 
 
Charlotte & Nathan Becker Holocaust 
Endowment Fund 
 
In memory of Charles Finder, beloved 
husband of Darien Finder 
 Jeff Marmon, Lisa Richman and 
 Family 

In loving memory of Milton Friedland 
 Sally Friedland, the May Family 
 
College Outreach Fund 
 
In memory of Maxine Bender, beloved 
mother of Lee Bender 
 John and Sherry Cohn 
 Paul Fires and Caren Fox Fires 
 
In honor of the birth of Nora Blair 
Cobert, granddaughter of Jane Love 
Solomon and Jeffrey Solomon 
 John and Sherry Cohn 
 
In honor of the birth of Dara Skye 
Dabrow, granddaughter of Lori and 
Steve Dabrow 
 John and Sherry Cohn 
 
In honor of Lenore and David  
Forsted’s special anniversary 
 John and Sherry Cohn 
 
In honor of the engagement of Emily 
Rittenberg to Darren Thurman 
 John and Sherry Cohn 
 
The Early Childhood Center Fund 
In honor of the birth of Hannah Leia 
Rosenson, granddaughter of Allan 
and Merle Horowitz and niece of Ali 
Horowitz and Jeremy Shabtai 
 David and Jodie Rittenberg 
 
In honor of the birth of Eli Ryan Sav-
age, grandson of John and Beth Roth-
schild 
 David and Jodie Rittenberg 
 
In honor of the engagement of Sydney 
Scarani to Vic Shnegelberger 
 Allan and Merle Horowitz 
 
 

Contributions as of February 22, 2019 CONTRIBUTIONS 
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The General Endowment Fund 
In memory of Maxine Bender,  
beloved mother of Lee Bender 
 Daniel Bacine 
 
The Dina Goldstone Memorial Garden 
Fund 
In memory of Maxine Bender,  
beloved mother of Lee Bender 
 Peter and Joyce Klugherz 
 Peter and Wendy Spitzer 
 
In memory of Charles Finder, beloved 
husband of Darien Finder 
 Peter and Wendy Spitzer  
 
The Hesed Fund 
In memory of Charles Finder, beloved 
husband of Darien Finder 
 Joseph and Robin Fischer 
 
In memory of Rela Mintz Geffen,  
beloved mother of Uri Monson 
 Michael and Amy Elkins 
 
Honors and Memorial Fund 
In memory of Maxine Bender, beloved 
mother of Lee Bender 
 Michael and Amy Elkins 
 Lewis Hoch and Sarah Poncz 
 David and Jane Schultz 
 Howard and Janine Vigderman 
 
In loving memory of Pearl Bronstein 
 Joyanna Horn 
 
In memory of Charles Finder, beloved 
husband of Darien Finder 
 Michael and Amy Elkins 
 Lewis Hoch and Sarah Poncz 
 Mark and Laura Solomon 
 
In loving memory of Irvin Fineman 
 Sandy and Jo White 
 

In memory of Rela Mintz Geffen,  
beloved mother of Uri Monson 
 Scott and Marcia Glickman 
 
In honor of a speedy recovery for 
Sandy Hoffman 
 Joyanna Horn 
 
In honor of Rachel and Lily Kull for all 
their hard work on Annie 
 Courcy and Emma Magnus  
 
Irwin Ship Adult Education Fund 
In memory of Charles Finder, beloved 
husband of Darien Finder 
 Ron and Anita Bihovsky 
 Allan and Sara Crimm 
 Alan and Marilyn Fogel 
 Richard and Luci Markowitz 
 
In memory of Rela Mintz Geffen,  
beloved mother of Uri Monson 
 Richard and Luci Markowitz 
 
In honor of the birth of Noam Ya’ir 
Hanania, grandson of Rabbi and Lori 
Cooper 
 Ron and Anita Bihovsly 
 
In memory of Mildred Kenton, beloved 
mother of Lynne Bucovetsky 
 Ron and Anita Bihovsky 
 
In honor of Frances Novack’s birthday 
 Azriel and Susan Schmidt 
 
The Rabbi Neil and Lori Cooper Israel 
Advocacy Fund 
In memory of Maxine Bender, beloved 
mother of Lee Bender 
 Mitchell and Bonnie Benson 
 Joseph and Robin Fischer 
 Alan and Marilyn Fogel 
 Howard and Randy Goldberg 
 Stuart and Caren Hosansky 
 Abelardo and Lynne Lechter 
 

 Jeff Marmon, Lisa Richman and 
 Family 
 Michael and Leslie Molder 
 Mitchell and Janie Rosen 
 Michael and Debbie Ruckenstein 
 Azriel and Susan Schmidt   
 Nelson and Rochelle Wolf 
 
In memory of Charles Finder, beloved 
husband of Darien Finder 
 Howard and Randy Goldberg 
 Abelardo and Lynne Lechter 
 
In memory of Rela Mintz Geffen,  
beloved mother of Uri Monson 
 The Berry Family 
 
Sydney & Esther Lazarus Memorial 
Fund for the Study of Jewish Ethics 
In loving memory of Aaron Novack 
 Frances Novack 
 
Joey Fischer & Marlene Fischer Perry 
Meditation Garden Fund 
In memory of Richard Lodish,  
beloved brother of Leonard Lodish 
 Joseph and Robin Fischer 
 Louis and Susan Marks 
 
L'Chaim Group Fund 
In loving memory of Lillian and Albert 
Lotman 
 Mitchell and Bonnie Benson 
 
In loving memory of Elaine Weiner 
 Estelle Benson 
 
Library Fund 
In appreciation of Cynthia Saltzman 
and Perry Dane 
 Lewis and Jean Rothstein 
 
Men's Club Fund 
In memory of Maxine Bender,  
beloved mother of Lee Bender 
 Scott and Debbie Brunetto 
 Allan and Sara Crimm 
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 Scott and Lynne Feuer 
 Ira and Judy Poliakoff 
 Howard and Robin Zwick 
 
Prayer Book Fund 
In memory of Charles Finder, beloved 
husband of Darien Finder 
 David and Jodie Rittenberg 
 Gene and Barbara Spector 
 
In loving memory of Jack and Ethel 
Meyer 
 Dena Meyer Weker 
 
In loving memory of Geraldine Perloff 
 Ron and Joyce Liebman 
 
Rabbi Neil Cooper’s Discretionary 
Fund 
In memory of Maxine Bender, beloved 
mother of Lee Bender 
 Lewis and Susan Gantman 
 
 

In memory of Charles Finder, beloved 
husband of Darien Finder 
 Lewis and Susan Gantman 
 
In loving memory of Emerick Iser 
 Alan Iser 
 
In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Eddie 
Kohn 
 Randi Grossel 
 
In loving memory of Stella Leeds 
 Edward Leeds and Family 
 
In honor of a stimulating retreat 
 Jay and Ellen Sklar 
 
In loving memory of Louis Sherwood 
 Jennifer Sherwood 
 
Rabbi Marshall J. Maltzman Camp 
Ramah Scholarship Fund 
In honor of Sam Brint as the Silver 
Circle Award recipient 
 Alan and Marilyn Fogel 
 
 

In memory of Rela Mintz Geffen,  
beloved mother of Uri Monson 
 Jeff Marmon, Lisa Richman and 
 Family 
 Nelson and Rochelle Wolf 
Religious School Fund 
In loving memory of Bela Haber 
 Jordan and Ellen Driks 
 
In loving memory of Mary Haber 
 Jordan and Ellen Driks 
 
In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Eddie 
Kohn 
 David and Jodie Rittenberg 
 
Response to Hunger Fund 
In memory of Maxine Bender, beloved 
mother of Lee Bender 
 Jeff Metz and Amy Norr 
 
In memory of Charles Finder, beloved 
husband of Darien Finder 
 Stephen and Carol Shore 
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Remember your  
loved ones with a  

 

Memorial 

Plaque  

Memorial plaques are  
displayed in the  

Holocaust Memorial Chapel. 

For more information,  
contact Barbara Schwartz at 

610.649.5300. 

Condolences to: 

Lee Bender on the loss of his mother,  
Maxine Bender (z”l). 

Darien Finder on the loss of her  
husband and long-time congregant, 
Chuck Finder (z”l). 

Uri Monson on the loss of his mother,  
Rela Mintz Geffen (z”l). 

Julie Roat on the loss of her mother,  
Irena Balis Sandler (z”l). 

Elaine Stern on the loss of her sister,  
Marlene Rosen (z”l). 
 

Mazel Tov to: 

Rebecca Rendell and James Lozada on 
the birth of a son, Judah Zane Lozada. 

Kevin & Barbara Ilsen on the birth of  
Kevin’s grandson, Calvin Joshua Tishman. 

Phyllis & Rony Rozner on the engagement 
of their son, Michael Ari Rozner to Rachel 
Eisenfeld. 

Alexander & Dana Rosenthal and Joy 
Rosenthal on the birth of a daughter  
and granddaughter, Aubrey Hannah 
Rosenthal. 
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