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The Courage to Place the Lamp  
 

There are many different customs as to how, when, and where Jews light 
the Hanukkah candles, but I will never forget something my grandfather 
told me about what his family did when he was a child. My grandfather 
grew up on the south side of Chicago in a mostly Polish-Catholic 
neighborhood. For the whole Christmas season, his family had a decorated 
Christmas tree in the living room so that everyone on the street could see 
it through the front window. Then on Hanukkah, they took the hanukkiah 
to the back kitchen and lit the candles in the sink. He said that the 
neighbors knew that they were Jewish, but they did it because they didn’t 
know who else would be on the street and what they would do if they 
thought Jews lived in the house.  
 

That story always stuck with me as a sign of the times my grandfather 
grew up in and a remnant of a distant past where we worried about 
antisemitism. Unfortunately, today, it doesn’t seem so farfetched. I am 
writing this at the end of October, but with sadness, I assume it will be 
relevant in December as well. We are experiencing the fear of antisemitism 
in a way our generation has mercifully never known. On this holiday of 
public declaration of Jewish identity, we might question if it is a good idea 
to place the hanukkiah in the window. Do we want everyone to know this is 
a Jewish house? I understand these questions, have thought about them 
myself, and am worried about all of us. Know that if anyone feels 
uncomfortable putting out a hanukkiah they are welcome to come to the 
synagogue each night to fulfill the mitzvah here. My heart breaks that we 
ask ourselves how “Jewish” we want to seem, but it is a question that has 
been asked many times and in many lands where the Jews have found 
themselves amongst antisemites.  
 

There is a debate in the Talmud (Babylonian Talmud, 22b-23a) about what 
constitutes the mitzvah of the holiday. Is it lighting the hanukkiah or 
placing it in the window? The Rabbis eventually conclude that the mitzvah 
is lighting the lights, and this seems right to me, the courage to keep the 
flame of our people kindled is something to celebrate. So too is it a miracle 
that we, though small in number and large in haters, have lasted these 
thousands of years. It is a miracle that the candle of our people has not 
gone out. But this year I am considering the words of the other side of 
that debate. I understand the strength, pride and courage it takes to 
place the hanukkiah in the window. The commitment to publicizing the 
miracle by lighting candles for the world to see is part of our mitzvah. I 
will proudly display my hanukkiah this year, as will the synagogue. We 
place it there to show how proud we are to keep our people’s small flame 
alive. We place it there to show that we are here and cannot be scared or 
extinguished. We place it there to do what we have done for millennia, to 
shine much-needed light into the darkness.  

ETHAN WITKOVSKY 
Rabbi 
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“Look at how a single candle can both defy and  
define the darkness.” –Anne Frank  
 

The concept of bringing light to darkness is a recurring theme throughout 
our Jewish texts and learnings, from creation, to Abraham, to Hanukkah, 
and more. Every year at this time, the days are shorter, the dark nights 
are longer, and we get excited to share the joy of Hanukkah lights with 
family and friends. But it is hard to pretend that this year does not feel 
extra dark. The tragedies in Israel and the rise of antisemitism globally 
are unbearably painful. For those of us who spend too much time on social 
media, it often feels like the entire world is united against us. We are 
constantly reminded how painful physical violence can be, and how words 
can cause immense pain as well.  
 

Even during these dark times, I much prefer to think about optimism and 
the joy and light that we can share this holiday season. It is incredibly 
heartwarming to see and participate in the chaos of hundreds of kids and 
adults running around our synagogue, eager to celebrate at our Hanukkah 
party, as we stuff our faces with latkes, and sing blessings and songs of 
joy together. It is also so incredibly meaningful when we gather in public 
to light the menorah and share our blessings and light with the greater 
community.  
 

In my family, we love to bring the light of Hanukkah to my friends and 
family who may not have experienced it before.  
 

Nothing makes me happier than teaching our friends' kids dreidel games 
and lighting our candles with them. Every year, we look forward to joining 
our good friends and neighbors to celebrate Diwali, the Hindu festival of 
light. It is a fun and joyous celebration, including lots of candy and 
fireworks. Most of us have either relatives or good friends who celebrate 
Christmas. Lighting the candles with my extended family, some years at 
Christmas Eve dinner at my in-laws, has become a beautiful tradition that 
is meaningful for everyone involved.  
 

In these challenging times, we should remind ourselves that most people do 
care for us as friends, family, and fellow citizens. Even in her darkest 
hours, Anne Frank set an example of how to bring in the light. Through 
her words and her deeds, she defied the darkness. I am convinced that 
when we share our light with others, and others share their lights with us, 
we can collectively brighten the world.  
 

Happy Hanukkah 

JOSH KOHN  
President 
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How are you?  
 

I once asked a congregant how he was, and his response to me 
was, “Never ask a 90-year-old how he is unless you want to hear 
about all his ailments and pains.” It came to mind again the 
other day during a discussion with my colleagues about the 
current situation in Israel and the feelings of increased 
antisemitism in America. No one really knows how or really wants 
to answer the question, “How are you?” So, I decided to do some 
research.  
 

On Tishav B’Av, the saddest day of the year, one is encouraged to 
refrain from any greetings. Even wishing an individual a good 
morning is prohibited. The refrain from a salutation challenges 
people to skip over the small talk and instead reflect on other 
aspects of their lives. Judaism, thankfully, has constructed 
specific greetings for holidays and other life occurrences. 
Anything from Mazel Tov (good luck) to Baruk Ha’bah (blessed be 
the one who comes) or Refu’ah Shlemah (may you have a complete 
recovery) to Baruk Dayan Ha’emet (blessed is the judge of truth). 
Of course, this prompted a Google search exploring other methods 
of greeting: Sticking out your tongue in Tibet, bumping noses in 
Yemen, the standard air kisses in France, or sniffing faces like in 
Greenland, just to name a few. I think I’ll stick with the 
handshake.  
 

So when you come into contact with someone, what is 
incorporated into your welcoming sequence? What are effective 
greetings and primary questions that we use in our everyday 
conversation that deviate from the standard, “How are you?” 
Some of our Religious School students commented that we should 
completely skip the preliminary or focus on questions that 
automatically encourage a positive response, for example, “What 
was the best thing that happened today?”  
 

Although this might at first feel a little strange, what do we have 
to lose? The superficial culturally appropriate questions we 
habitually ask right now don’t deepen our relationships with each 
other. Perhaps this more pointed, positive approach could create a 
much deeper connection by reflecting on more meaningful aspects 
of people’s lives.  
 

For now, I will stick with either Shalom Aleikem (peace be upon us) 
or Hanukkah Sameak possibly followed by “What’s your favorite 
flavor of Jelly”! What will your sequence be?  
 

Happy Hanukkah! 

HALLIE CHANDLER  
Associate Executive Director 
Director of Community Engagement 
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There’s Strength In Numbers  
 

As a child, I could never do my math homework. My dad, (z”l) used to help me every 
night. The following day, I would bring in my homework papers with the correct 
answers, but I could never explain my work. I was happy to have my father helping 
me but totally frustrated at not remembering how to do it myself. Thankfully, I 
didn’t give up, and now I am more comfortable with numbers.  
 

Religious School is filled with numbers and calculations. What is the optimal number 
of teachers we need for a certain number of students? How many of a certain book 
do we need when there are enrollments after the start of the school year? How many 
learning spaces are available when the building is bursting at the seams with ECC 
children in late care and so many Religious School students coming in on a 
Wednesday afternoon? Are there enough chairs for everyone, including our 
madrichim (teen-aides), an important population in the Religious School? What 
spaces can accommodate the children who participate in our expanded youth  
services? How many slices of pizza do we need for students staying after Religious 
School to watch a movie? How can we move the numbers on a clock back to get in a 
little more time for a discussion, a project, a conversation?  
 

On top of all that, we have not one, but two calendars that we follow. The Gregorian 
calendar guides us as we navigate the world of public schools, soft pretzel orders for 
our Wednesday shuk, national holidays, and days the Religious School meets. The 
Hebrew calendar, on the other hand, lifts us out of the mundane, and into the holy 
work the Religious School staff does, where there are still more numbers.  
 

This year, because of the Hebrew calendar, we were able to creatively start the school 
year and experience chagim (High Holidays) together. In addition to all the youth 
services, the Religious School was able to join the congregation in celebrating Simhat 
Torah for the full number of hakafot. It enabled us to be together on Sunday, 
October 8, as news of the number of victims poured out of Israel. The robust number 
of students, families and teachers in the Religious School provided a community that 
moved to action together in numerous ways to support Israel. Following age-
appropriate discussions about Israel, students wrote and drew dozens of cards and 
letters for IDF soldiers. Before being sent with various travelers, they were scanned 
and emailed all over Israel, which enabled them to reach more people. Students made 
bracelets for Israeli children in hospitals, bracelets for themselves to show solidarity 
with Israel, and bracelets to sell to raise money for Israel. Students and families 
attended the various rallies, services, and gatherings held throughout metropolitan 
Philadelphia. Students held bake sales and planned other sales to raise money for 
Israel. Students learned and sang Hebrew songs that Jews sing around the world 
when faced with adversity.  
 

The number of students and staff members we have is just a fact, and while there is 
strength in numbers, our real strength is demonstrated through the actions we take 
and the community we build together with our fellow Jews in Israel. !חזק חזק ונתחזק  
“Be strong and courageous.”  
 

With best wishes for a speedy and complete recovery to those injured and in memory 
of all the victims of the massacre on Saturday, October 7, 2023 / 22 Tishri 5784.  

LISA RICHMAN  
Director of the Religious School 
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As the winter chill settles in and the days grow shorter, 
we at Temple Beth Hillel-Beth El’s ECC are excited to 
usher in the warmth and light of Hanukkah. This 
Festival of Lights, one of the most beloved Jewish 
holidays, holds a special place in our hearts. Hanukkah 
is a time for joy, family togetherness, and the 
celebration of miracles. Here's what we have planned to 
make this Hanukkah season extra special for your little 
ones:  
 

In the ECC, education goes hand in hand with 
celebration. Our dedicated teachers have been sharing 
the story of Hanukkah with your children, and 
emphasizing the historical significance and spiritual 
meaning behind this festival. We believe that 
understanding the "why" behind the traditions deepens 
their appreciation of the "how." While the historical 
tale of Hanukkah describes a civil war between the 
Maccabees and the Greek-influenced leadership, we 
focus on the story found in the Talmud: the miracle of 
the oil and the light it brings to us and the world.  
 

Menorah Lighting  
One of the most cherished Hanukkah traditions is 
lighting the menorah. We'll be holding our annual 
Hanukkah and Havdallah celebration on Monday, 
December 11th, at 9:00 am in the Main Sanctuary. All 
families are invited to this special menorah lighting 
ceremony, where the children can participate in this 
beautiful ritual and sing some Hanukkah songs for you. 
This experience fosters a wonderful sense of 
togetherness and unity while kindling the lights of 
Hanukkah. On this special day, we encourage the 
children to come to school dressed in blue and white, 
the traditional colors of Hanukkah, and the flag of the 
State of Israel. This fosters a sense of unity and 
collective celebration.  
 

Our collective celebration continues throughout the 
week of Hanukkah as our classrooms are transformed 
into colorful Hanukkah wonderlands! The children have 
been busy crafting menorahs, dreidels, and Stars of 
David, and our walls are adorned with their beautiful 
creations. Dreidel playing is also a big part of our 
celebration. This hands-on approach allows our 
children to actively engage with Hanukkah traditions, 
fostering a sense of pride and belonging.  
 

Food also plays a central role in Hanukkah 
celebrations. We've been teaching your children about 
traditional Hanukkah foods, such as latkes (potato 
pancakes) and sufganiyot (jelly-filled donuts). They 
even had a chance to help prepare these delicious 
treats. The aroma of freshly cooked latkes wafting 
through our halls is a true delight!  
 

Family Celebration  
As the Hanukkah season progresses, we encourage you to 
celebrate with your family at home, lighting the 
menorah and sharing in the joy of the holiday 
traditions. Hanukkah is a time to create lasting 
memories and strengthen bonds with loved ones. Some 
of us get caught up in buying our children one gift for 
each of the eight nights of Hanukkah. I encourage you 
to think of the eight nights of Hanukkah as a way to 
teach your children the value of giving over receiving. 
Some suggestions: Have a Parent Night where the 
parents receive a gift from the children (but the 
children don’t receive a gifts). You can take turns 
taking your children shopping or helping them make 
gifts. In my family, another popular night was Brother-
Sister Night. If you have multiple children (cousins 
count! ), this is a great way for them to learn to give to 
each other. Again, you can take turns bringing your 
children shopping or helping them make things to give. 
Tzedakah night is also a really wonderful way to teach 
the art of giving. When my children were young, I would 
give them each $20 to spend on a toy, which we would 
then donate to Toys for Tots. Learning to give can also 
mean giving gifts from the heart, such as making 
coupons for hugs and kisses, story time or a special 
sleepover. There are so many ways to give without 
shopping!  
 

We're excited to see the enthusiasm and creativity your 
children bring to our Hanukkah celebrations in the 
ECC. As we celebrate the Festival of Lights, we hope to 
instill a deeper understanding and appreciation for the 
traditions that make Hanukkah such a special time for 
all our families.  
 

May your Hanukkah be filled with warmth, love, and 
the light of hope.  
 

Happy Hanukkah! 

JUDITH MONT SCARANI  
Director of the Early Childhood Center 
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As we continue to navigate these challenging times, let us find 
comfort in our TBH-BE community. Your presence and 
contributions are what make our Sisterhood a vibrant and 
welcoming community. Together, let's continue to uplift each 
other as we learn and gather together through the many 
Sisterhood event offerings. 
 

We had a wonderful opening dinner on October 24th. It was a 
great event and provided an opportunity to catch up with old 
and make new friends in our sisterhood community. We enjoyed 
a wonderful meal and had the opportunity to participate in 
Wolfpac Performing Arts Center Improv Workshop. All in 
attendance were able to participate, and the activity certainly 
brought a smile to everyone’s face. 
 

The running of the gift shop is a very important part of 
Sisterhood. We invite the community to visit our gift shop for all 
Judaica and gift needs. We are always looking for more 
volunteers to help us provide a warm and inviting shopping 
experience for our congregation. Volunteering at the gift shop is 
an excellent opportunity to contribute to our community. Please 
reach out if you have any interest in volunteering. 
 

We have many opportunities to connect over the next few 
months. Look for more details in the synagogue's weekly emails 
and on the event calendar. 
 

Please feel free to reach out if you have any suggestions, 
feedback, or ideas for future projects. Your input is invaluable 
to us. 

MELISSA RICHMAN  
Sisterhood President 
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We write this article with heavy hearts during what is 
quite obviously a very trying time for the Jewish 
community at large, as the ongoing conflict in Israel 
weighs heavily on our minds. We have found rare 
comfort amid this heartbreaking conflict in the 
opportunities to band together as a community and 
find opportunities. We look forward to leading some of 
those opportunities for community engagement in the 
upcoming months through the “Who Knows One?” event 
and Tzedakah games that we will cover further below.  
 

However, first some shout-outs from the past two 
months:  
 

Thank you to Jared Gordon for coordinating and  
to all others who volunteered to help us “usher” in the 
New Year.  
 

Thanks to Paul Shandelman for spearheading the 
sukkah (and sukkah village) construction and 
deconstruction and to all the volunteers who came to 
help. 
 

Thanks to Jeff Bookman and Dave Oriel for co-chairing 
Scotch and Steak, which was such a tremendous success 
with a turnout of over 90 people! To ACME for their 
donation of 80 kosher steaks, and to everyone who 
helped us cook, grill and decorate to make the event a 
resounding success.  
 

Returning to the theme of upcoming opportunities for 
community engagement. We want to highlight the “Who 
Knows One?” event coming up on Saturday evening, 
December 9th. You will not want to miss what promises 
to be an incredibly entertaining and fun night of 
Jewish geography starring members of our community. 
The event will be a wonderful chance for everyone to get 
together, uncover unknown connections that tie the 
entire audience together. We will engage in entertaining 
trivia and comedic entertainment along the way with 
the host, Micah Hart, and various members of the 
community who will be leading the charge of the Jewish 
geography fun!  
 

Mark your calendars for December 17th for the Man of 
the Year Event honoring Howard Elgart. 
 
 
 

Please also mark off Sunday, June 2nd, 2024, for 
Tzedakah games. This was an incredible event last year, 
and we have already begun planning for this year’s 
event, which promises to be even more spectacular. This 
is not a sequel you will want to miss!  
 

May we continue to spend meaningful time together  
and find the strength among one another in this  
wonderful community.  

BENJI GREENFIELD & JOSH SCHACHTER 
Men’s Club Co-Presidents 
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COMMUNTY EVENTS 
Please visit www.tbhbe.org to RSVP to all programs and events 
 

BETTER TOGETHER & BETTER TOGETHER UNIVERSITY 
Join us for an intergenerational partnership between adolescents and empty-nesters. We explore Jewish values and 
texts and together, we sing, and laugh. The Better Together program includes the opportunity to teach students Jewish 
traditions and ethics that they can actualize in their daily lives.  
Contact Lisa Richman, lrichman@tbhbe.org for more information. 
 

NEW MEMBER FAMILY HAVDALLAH  
Saturday | December 9 | 5:00 pm 
Join us at Rabbi Witkovsky’s house for crafts and snacks. 
 

WINTER HANUKKAH CARNIVAL  
Wednesday | December 13 | 6:00 pm 
$20 per person | $50 per family 
Join is in celebration of the 7th night of Hanukkah at our Winter Hanukkah Carnival. The fun will include inflatables, 
music, food, artists, games, and prizes.  
 

HANUKKAH HAPPENING  
Wednesday | December 13 | 6:00 pm 
Many Israeli children have arrived in Philadelphia, some leaving behind family and loved ones. To escape the horrors 
of the ongoing war, their parents have sent them to Philadelphia. Some are living with extended family, friends and 
people who have generously opened their homes.  
 

In conjunction with the annual Hanukkah Celebration, we will welcome these children and their extended families. We 
want these Israeli children to NOT think of the sounds of the sirens blasting or the rush of scurrying to bomb shelters 
but to just have fun, eat latkes, play games and make new friends. So, besides the party, we will give each child a gift 
bag to be delivered to wherever they are staying.  
 

We need your help. Please consider donating cash or a gift card to be used to buy gifts that will be included in the 
bags. It’s a mitzvah -  instant gratification seeing first hand where our donations are helping. Whatever you can do to 
make these children forget for a moment the trauma they have experienced is greatly appreciated.   
Donations can be mailed (Attn: Hanukkah Happening) or, dropped off at TBH-BE. 
 

GUESS WHO’S COMING FOR SHABBAT? 
Friday | January 12 | 6:00 pm 
Shabbat dinners nurture connections among our congregational families. This exciting program is an opportunity for 
everyone in our congregation to experience Shabbat dinner together. Sign up to host, or to be a guest in someone’s 
home. Dessert will be provided by TBH-BE to all the hosts! 
 

MLK DAY OF SERVICE... COME RIDE WITH US 
Monday | January 15 | 11:00 am 
With service projects in-house, we will join together to participate in a day of service celebrating the birthday of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. If you are interested in sitting on the MLK day of service committee please reach out to Hallie 
Chandler, hchandler@tbhbe.org. This year our service projects will be car-themed! 
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ADULT EDUCATION 
Please visit www.tbhbe.org to RSVP to all programs and events 
 

THURSDAY NIGHT LEARNING SERIES  
Thursday Nights | 7:45 pm  
Classes will be held in person at TBH-BE 
Learn from top educators in our TBH-BE community!  
Drop in for one, or for all, bring a friend. Non-members welcome.  
 

RABBI CHAIM GALFAND  
December 7, 14, 21 
It Doesn’t Start with a Book: A Workshop on How to Pray 
 

RABBI LISA MALIK  
January 4, 11, 18  
Sibling Rivalry in the Torah: Models of Cooperation and Competition 
 

PROFESSOR ALISON JOSEPH 
February 15, 22, 29  
The Bible and Popular Music 
 

PRACTICAL TORAH WITH ERIN BESER  
Fridays | 9:00 am  
December 1, January 26, February 23, March 8, 22, April 5, 19, May 10, 24  
Whether you are dropping your kids off at the ECC, heading to work, or 
on your morning run, join Erin Beser and explore modern life lessons 
from ancient sources.  
No previous text study background is necessary.  
This is a class geared towards women and those who identify as such.  
 

READ HEBREW AMERICA 
Sundays | December 3, 10, January 7 | 9:00 am  
Read Hebrew America and Canada in NJOP’S  
continent-wide Hebrew literacy campaign.  
 

MEN’S CLUB BOOK CLUB  
Monday | December 4 | 7:30 pm 
The Last Kings Of Shanghai 
If you are interested in joining and/or learning more about the book 
club, please contact David Galinsky at davidgmd@comcast.net. 
 

ROSH HODESH  
Tuesdays | December 12  | 7:00 pm 
Celebrate Hanukkah with a Klezmer music concert and 
refreshments. Susan Watts, a 4th generation Klezmer musician and 
Gratz College music teacher, will perform with her adult student band.  
 

SISTERHOOD BOOK CLUB  
Wednesday | December 13 | 1:00 pm 
And How Are the Children?:  
Timeless Lessons from the Frontlines of Motherhood 
Author, Marjorie Margolis will be with us to discuss her book. She is a 
Philadelphia native and Penn graduate. She was a broadcast journalist 
for 24 years, a US Representative, and the founder of Women's 
Campaign International. She is the mother of 11 children. 
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JUDAISM 2.0  
Sunday Nights | 8:00 pm  
December 17, January 21, February 4, March 10  
I know about Hanukkah and lighting Shabbat candles, that we are 
supposed to read the Torah and believe in one God… but what’s next? 
If you’ve ever had that thought, Judaism 2.0 is just for you!  
 

OLD HOLIDAYS/NEW TAKES  
Wednesdays | 12:00 pm 
$36 per person 
December 20 Asara B’Tevet 
February 21 Purim Katan 
May 22 Pesach Sheni 
Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Witkovsky 
 

SHABBAT TORAH CLASS WITH LILLI SHVARTSMANN 
Shabbat Mornings | 9:00 am  
December 23, March 9, April 27, May, 11 June 8  
Join Rabbinic Intern, Lilli Shvartsmann when she is here for the 
weekend for a Shabbat morning Torah class. 
 

DADS AND DISCUSSIONS 
Sundays | 8:00 pm 
January 7, February 11, April 7  
All TBH-BE dads are invited! Join Rabbi Witkovsky for an evening of 
drinks, light learning, and community. 
 

TORATHON 
Saturday | January 20 | 7:00 pm 
Join us for an evening of learning and discovery at Temple Beth Hillel
-Beth El’s Torathon 2024. This continues a wonderful TBH-BE 
tradition, a one night learning experience featuring scintillating 
Jewish scholarship coupled with the exploration of current and 
relevant topics. This year’s program will feature distinguished scholars, 
rabbis, and subject-matter experts. The Torathon Committee is putting 
together a wonderful lineup, and we look forward to sharing it with 
you soon. 
 

PARASHA OF THE WEEK HAVRUTA  
Mondays | 8:00 pm | Off Site  
With Mike Elikins  
 

HISTORY OF ZIONIST THOUGHT AND CURRENT ISRAEL  
Tuesdays | 9:00 am | Zoom  
Taught by Adena Potok  
 

COMFORT CAPS  
Tuesdays | 11:00 am  
Bring your hooks, yarn, and knitting needles and join Rita Ross to 
knit hats for Israeli soldiers. 
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ADULT PROGRAMMING 
Please visit www.tbhbe.org to RSVP to all programs and events 
 

“WHO KNOWS ONE?”  
Saturday | December 9 | 7:30 pm 
$25 per person | Free babysitting for children grades K-8 
Open to all TBH-BE adults, "Who Knows One?” is a hilarious 
show that has become a cultural hit in the Jewish community, 
reuniting old friends and creating new ones with an 
innovative game that combines Six Degrees of Separation and 
Jewish geography. Now, the creator of Who Knows One? Is 
bringing the live show experience to Temple Beth Hillel-Beth El! 
Come see how we're all connected to each other and share a 
few laughs along the way—and maybe even be a part of the 
show yourself! 
 

40’s-60’s SINGLE SOCIAL  
Sunday | January 7 
Join us for a night of fun and a chance to meet other singles 
in the community.  
 

FAMILY PROGRAMMING 
Please visit www.tbhbe.org to RSVP to all programs and events 
 

YOUNG FAMILY KABBALAT SHABBAT  
Fridays | 5:15 pm 
December 8, March 8, April 12, May 17, June 21 
Intended for families with children in kindergarten and 
younger. Siblings welcome! Dancing, singing, eating and 
praying! Join us for young family Kabbalat Shabbat services 
and dinners.  
 

PIZZA ON THE PLAYGROUND 
Tuesday | January 23 | 10:00 am 
Thursday | May 16 | 10:00 am 
Join other TBH-BE parents and their youth when the ECC is 
off for the day! Pizza and playground equipment provided. 
Please sign up in advance so we can get a pizza count.  
Will be canceled in the event of bad weather  
 

YOUNG FAMILY HAVDALLAH 
Saturday | January 6 | 5:00 pm 
Happy New Year! Join us for Havdallah, snacks and activities 
as we celebrate the first Havdallah after the New Year 
together. 
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6TH-8TH GRADE HAVDALLAH & MOVIE NIGHT  
December 2 | 6:00 pm  
$10 per child  
Parents, take the night off, we've got your kids.  
Movie, snacks, games, and more! Friends invited!  
 

PIZZA MOVIE SUNDAYS  
Sundays | 12:30 pm  
$5 per child, per movie  
If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Richman.  
December 10 Full Court Miracle (2nd+)  
& Giborim Ketanim (5th+)  
January 28 Lorax & Happy Feet (3rd+)  
February 11 Praying with Lior & Wonder (5th+)  
March 17 Like Mike (5th+)  
April 14 Prince of Egypt & Out of Egypt (all ages)  
 

10TH GRADE CONFIRMATION CLASS  
Sundays | 6:30 pm 
December 10, January 7, February 11, March 10,  
April 14 (10:00 am Brunch), May 19,  
June 7 (6:00 pm Friday night dinner),  
June 8 (9:30 am Saturday Confirmation) 
Confirmation is an opportunity to continue one’s Jewish 
journey by reflecting on and learning about Jewish 
values and ethics. We expect that our Confirmation 
students will work to build and shape a Jewish identity 
they are confident and proud of in the years to come. 
Please reach out to Hallie Chandler or Lisa Richman if 
you are interested. For our students at Barrack, LMAHH 
and Gratz: This is a fantastic opportunity to learn with 
your community, clergy, and educators, and we will work 
to not overlap any material you have studied at school.  
 

NEW YORK CITY TEEN TRIP Sold out! 
Sunday | December 17 | 6:45 am 
From Ellis Island to Skid Row, come learn about our 
heritage, the history of immigration, and what happens 
when you feed the plants. Little Shop of Horrors, NYC 
pizza, deli, and more.  
 

ESCAPE THE ROOM  
Saturday | February 10 | Off Site 
For 6th-8th graders 
Join us for an Escape the Room event 
 

JOURNEY PROGRAM  
 

5th GRADE SESSION  
Sunday | March 3 | 11:00 am  
The importance of a Bar/Bat Mitzvah and  
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Project  
 

6TH GRADE SESSION  
Sunday | December 3 | 11:00 am  
Kol Yisrael Arayvim Za Bazeh: All of Israel is responsible 
for one another, friendship, and community  
 

6TH GRADE SESSIONS  
Sunday | January 28 | 11:00 am  
Sunday | February 11 | 9:00 am  
Participation in the Worldwide Wrap  
Tefillin Mitzvot Workshop  
 

6TH GRADE SESSION  
Sunday | March 3 | 11:00 am  
D’var Torah Workshop  
 

7TH GRADE SESSION  
Sunday | May 19 | 9:00 am  
M’Shaneh et Habriot – Individuality:  
“Where do I go from here?” 

YOUTH & TEEN PROGRAMMING 
Please visit www.tbhbe.org to RSVP to all programs and events 

SYNAGOGUE NEWS 
 

CONDOLENCES TO 
Lori Dabrow on the passing of her father, Ernest Riesenfeld (z’l) 

Jeffrey Shore on the passing of his mother, Bette Shore (z’l) 
Andrew Shore and Robin Shore Mulherin on the passing of their grandmother, Bette Shore (z’l) 

Suzanne Abt on the passing of her father, Arthur Abt (z’l) 
Mitchell and Fred Klevan on the passing of their mother, Beatrice Klevan(z’l) 

Joy Hoffman on the passing of her grandmother, Barbara Gershkow (z’l) 
 

MAZAL TOV ON THE BIRTH OF 
Gila Chedva Kaplan, granddaughter of Elliot and Jill Kaplan 

Logan Matan Ruckenstein, grandson of Michael and Debbie Ruckenstein 
 

MAZAL TOV TO 
Robin and Howard Zwick on the wedding of their son Adam Zwick to Claire Brantley 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

ANN ALTUS BRIGHT 
HORIZONS FUND 
 

In honor of Fran and Jay Perlman 
Rhoda Meyer & Jeff Rosen 
 

In memory of Judith Mont  
Scarani’s nephew, Eric Eisenman 
Arlene Goldberg 
Randi Grossel 
The Sunshine Fund (ECC Teachers) 
 

In memory of Marlene Kaplan,  
mother of Elliot Kaplan 
Jaclyn & Alan Glazer 
Fran & Jay Perlman 
 

In memory of Hortense Patrich 
Cathy Jo Schack 
 

In loving memory of Richard Weisberg 
Amy & Ellis Eisen 
 

In memory of Ernest Riesenfeld, 
beloved father of Lori Dabrow 
Arlene Goldberg 
Roz & Jerry Elkins 
Jen & Paul Shandelman 
Lynne & Steve Savran 
Caren & Larry Dash 
Debra & Gary Zlotnick 
Fran & Jay Perlman 
 

In memory of Eileen Leslie Morales 
Roz & Jerry Elkins 
 

In memory of Vineenzo Rossi 
Lynne & Steve Savran 
 

In memory of Bette Shore 
Fran & Jay Perlman 
Lynne & Steve Savran 
 

In honor of the Bat Mitzvah  
of Emily Hoffman 
Fran & Jay Perlman 
 

In memory of Stanley Ginsburg 
Lynne & Steve Savran 
 

In memory of Beatrice Klevan 
Jaclyn & Alan Glazer 
 

CANTOR'S MUSIC 
EDUCATION FUND 
 

In honor of Dr. David and  
Lenore Forsted's 55th anniversary 
Ethel Hofman 
 

In memory of Doris Yarczower’s Yahrzeit 
The Bomze Family 
 

In memory of Eileen Leslie Morales,  
beloved sister of Arnold Levinson 
Judi & Mark Aronchick 

In loving memory of Elli Weinstein 
Judi & Mark Aronchick 
Ella & Arthur Feldman 
 

In memory of Bette Shore 
Jaclyn & Alan Glazer 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER FUND 
 

In honor of the birth of  
Lilah Miriam Rose Solow 
Sarah Sherman Poncz 
 

In memory of Marilyn Finkel 
Caron & Asher Hyman 
Caren & Larry Dash 
 

In memory of Stanley Albin,  
loving grandpa of Matthew and Jessica 
Ellen Davis 
 

In memory of Marlene Kaplan 
Caren & Larry Dash 
 

In memory of Arthur Abt,  
beloved father of Suzanne Abt 
Susan Schmidt 
 

In honor of the birth of Gila Chedva Kaplan, 
granddaughter of Jill and Elliott Kaplan 
Sharon Stumacher Gold & Marc Gold 
 

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND 
 

In memory of Elli Weinstein 
Amy & Douglas Ress 
 

In memory of Bette Shore,  
beloved mother of Jeffrey Shoer 
Amy & Douglas Ress  
 

HESED FUND 
 

In memory of David Sandler 
Julie & Mel Roat 
 

HONORS AND MEMORIAL FUND 
 

In memory of Marlene Kaplan,  
mother of Elliot Kaplan 
Rena & Josh Kopelman 
Cheryl & Neil Shusterman 
 

In memory of Marilyn Finkel 
Lynne & Steve Savran & Family 
 

In memory of Martin and Gert Etkins 
Susan & Steven Etkins 
 

In memory of Philip Pollack 
Roslyn & David Pollack 
 

In memory of Eileen Leslie Morales 
Josie & Alain Rook 
Cheryl & Neil Shusterman 
 

In memory of Ivan Dunaief 
Rachel & Josh Dunaief 
 

In memory of Jack Shapiro 
Amy & Jacob Ufberg 
 

In memory of Ernest Riesenfeld,  
beloved father of Lori Dabrow 
Joyce & Bruce Lesser 
 

In memory of Rosalyn Bayever 
Sylvia Berman 
 

In memory of Gordon Pollock, 
beloved father of Avrum Pollack 
Beth Wynne 
 

In memory of Elli Weinstein 
Debbie Seltzer Cohen 
 

In appreciation of the warm welcome  
and for the Aliyah on Shabbat Bereshith 
Ellen & Jonathan Kremer 
 

In memory of Arthur Abt,  
father of Suzanne Abt 
Melanie & Paul Snitzer 
 

In memory of Beatrice Klevan 
Bonnie & Marc Zimmerman 
Wendy & Jerry Santoro 
 

IRWIN SHIP ADULT  
EDUCATION FUND 
 

In memory of Marlene Kaplan,  
mother of Elliot Kaplan 
Virginia Levin 
Marilyn & Alan Fogel  
Holly & Norman Nelson 
 

In memory of Eileen Leslie Morales, 
beloved sister of Arnold Levinson 
Marilyn & Alan Fogel 
Linda Zacher 
 

In memory of Elli Weinstein 
Gabriella Ship 
 

In honor of the marriage of  
Leah Apple, daughter of Talya Fishman and 
Max Apple, to Neal Emery 
Esther Stern-Bloom & Benjamin Bloom 
 

In memory of Ernest Riesenfeld, 
beloved father of Lori Dabrow 
Virginia Levin 
 

In memory of Florence Genel 
Linda Zacher 
 

In honor of the birth of  
Maya Mikhal, great-granddaughter  
of Saul Wachs and Diane Cover 
Linda Zacher 
 

In memory of Gordon Pollack,  
father of Avrum Pollack 
Linda Zacher 
 

In memory of Stanley Cantor 
Wendy & Jerry Santoro 
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RABBI NEIL AND LORI COOPER 
ISRAEL ADVOCACY FUND 
 

In memory of Marlene Kaplan 
Jane Bender 
Gary Friedman 
 

In memory of Jonathan Loeb 
Helen Loeb 
 

In memory of Marilyn Finkel 
Bonnie & Mitchell Benson 
 

In honor of the marriage of 
Leah Apple and Neal Emery  
Amy & Phil Bursky 
 

SYDNEY AND ESTHER LAZARUS 
MEMORIAL FUND FOR THE 
STUDY OF JEWISH ETHICS 
 

In honor of the marriage of Lori Krim  
Lisa Richman & Family 
 

In memory of Sandra Nathanson,  
beloved mother of Larry Nathanson 
Lisa Richman & Family 
 

In memory of Allen Kirschner,  
beloved father of Ken Kirschner  
Lisa Richman & Family 
 

In memory of Elli Weinstein,  
beloved wife of David Weinstein  
Lisa Richman & Family 
 

In memory of Gordon Pollock,  
beloved father of Avrum Pollack 
Lisa Richman & Family 
 

In memory of Beatrice Klevan 
Randy & Howard Goldberg 
Sharon Stumacher Gold & Marc Gold 
Lisa Richman & Family 
 

In honor of the birth of Lilah Miriam Rose 
Solow, daughter of Sara and Scott Solow 
Lisa Richman & Family 
 

In honor of the birth of  
Lilah Miriam Rose Solow, granddaughter  
of Judi and Mark Aronchick 
Lisa Richman & Family 
 

In honor of the birth of Gila Chedva, 
granddaughter of Jill and Elliott Kaplan 
Lisa Richman & Family 
 

In honor of the birth of  
Maya Mikhal, great-granddaughter  
of Saul Wachs and Diane Cover 
Lisa Richman & Family 
 

In honor of the birth of Logan Matan, 
grandson of Debbie and Michael Ruckenstein 
Lisa Richman & Family 
 
 
 

In memory of Arthur Abt,  
father of Suzanne Abt 
Lisa Richman & Family 
 

In memory of Beatrice Klevan,  
beloved mother of Mitchell and Fred Klevan 
Lisa Richman & Family 
 

In honor of the marriage of  
Jake Finder and Jessica Chow 
Lisa Richman & Family 
 

KIDDUSH FUND 
 

In honor of Joe Loewenberg’s 90th birthday 
The Krupnick & Loewenberg Families 
 

L'CHAIM GROUP FUND 
 

In memory of Arthur Hattler 
Ruth Hattler 
 

In memory of Sally Kosek 
Ruth Hattler 
 

In memory of Richard Yentis 
Jackie & George Goldstone 
 

In memory of Dovie Carter 
Jackie & George Goldstone 
 

In memory of Bette Shore 
Ruth Hattler 
 

In memory of Beatrice Klevan 
Ruth Hattler 
 

PRAYER BOOK FUND 
 

In memory of Arthur Abt,  
father of Suzanne Abt 
Sharon & Andrew Alloy 
 

In memory of Bette Shore,  
beloved mother of Jeffrey Shore 
Ellen & Neil Moscow 
 

RABBI ETHAN WITKOVSKY 
DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 

In memory of Katherine Hoffman 
Sandra & Jerome Hoffman 
 

In memory of Eileen Leslie Morales,  
sister of Arnold Levinson 
Judith & Lou Soslowsky 
Marjorie Surden 
 

In memory of Ruth Gerstenhaber 
Murray Gerstenhaber 
 

In memory of Clarke Bowers 
Carole Bowers 

 

In memory of Marvin Zucker 
Merle Zucker 
 

In memory of Jonathan Loeb 
Luci & Richard Markowitz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In memory of Elli Weinstein 
Bev & Joe Gerber 
 

In honor of Rabbi Ethan Witkovsky 
Stephanie & Dean Metter 
Lauren Ruderfer 
 

In memory of Beatrice Klevan,  
beloved mother of Mitchell and Fred 
Klevanand founding member of TBH-BE 
Sharon & Jonathan Levin 
 

RABBI MARSHALL J.  
MALTZMAN CAMP RAMAH 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 

In memory of Joan R. Levitan 
Stacy & Jonathan Levitan 
 

RESPONSE TO HUNGER FUND 
 

In memory of Edward Levin 
Luci & Richard Markowitz 
 

In memory of Eileen Leslie Morales,  
sister of Arnold Levinson 
Luci & Richard Markowitz 
 

In memory of Elli Weinstein 
Wendy & Jerry Santoro 
 

In memory of Annabelle Zoler, 
mother of Mitchel Zoler 
Wendy & Jerry Santoro 
 

In memory of Marlene Kaplan,  
mother of Elliott Kaplan 
Wendy & Jerry Santoro 
 

In memory of Ernest Riesenfeld 
Brenda & David Elkin 
 

SISTERHOOD FUND 
 

In honor of Lenore and David Forsted  
on their 55th anniversary 
Sharon Stumacher Gold & Marc Gold 
 

In memory of Marlene Kaplan,  
mother of Elliott Kaplan 
Sharon Stumacher Gold & Marc Gold 
 

In memory of Ernest Riesenfeld,  
father of Lori Dabrow 
Sharon Stumacher Gold & Marc Gold 
 

In honor of the birth of  
Lilah Miriam Rose Solow, granddaughter  
of Judi and Mark Aronchick 
Sharon Stumacher Gold & Marc Gold 
 

In honor of the birth of  
Lilah Miriam Rose Solow, granddaughter  
of Susan and Steve Solow 
Sharon Stumacher Gold & Marc Gold 
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ETHAN WITKOVSKY RABBI  

EUGENE ROSNER CANTOR  

NEIL COOPER RABBI EMERITUS  

KENNETH KRIVITZKY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

HALLIE CHANDLER ASSOCIATE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

JUDITH MONT SCARANI DIRECTOR OF THE EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER  

LISA RICHMAN DIRECTOR OF THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  

RANDI GROSSEL ASSISTANT EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER DIRECTOR  

AVA STEIN COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR, PHARISEE DESIGNER  

 
SYNAGOGUE LEADERSHIP  

JOSHUA KOHN PRESIDENT  

HOLLY NELSON VICE PRESIDENT, BOARD CHAIR  

ADAM EHRLICH VICE PRESIDENT  

RANITA THOMAS VICE PRESIDENT  

MATTHEW TOSSMAN VICE PRESIDENT  

AMANDA GOLDSTEIN FINANCIAL SECRETARY  

ANNA CAPLAN SECRETARY  

HOWARD ZWICK TREASURER  

BARBARA BOOKMAN IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT  

JOEL FREEDMAN SECOND PAST PRESIDENT  

ADAM GREGERMAN ASSISTANT FINANCIAL SECRETARY  

ARIEL LICHTENSTEIN ASSISTANT SECRETARY  

MARK ZWEBEN ASSISTANT TREASURER  

BENJAMIN GREENFIELD MEN'S CLUB CO—PRESIDENT  

JOSH SCHACHTER MEN'S CLUB CO—PRESIDENT  

MELISSA RICHMAN SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT  

ELLEN MOSCOW PHARISEE EDITOR  
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NONPROFIT STANDARD 
US POSTAGE PAID  
PERMIT NO. 6460  

CONSHOHOCKEN, PA 19428 


