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Nosh & Learn with Mindy, Parshat Nitzavim-VaYelech, TBH-BE, 9/10/2020   
 
 
 
 
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam,  
asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu laasok b’divrei Torah. 
 
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who hallows us with mitzvot, commanding 
us to engage with words of Torah. 
 
Parshat Nitzavim-VaYelech - Devarim 29:9 - 31:30 - Covenant Redux - It’s Not in Heaven 
 
Devarim 29:13-14 

ֹזּהַ תירִ֣בְּהַ־תאֶ ת֙רֵֹכּ יכִֹ֗נאָ םכֶ֑דְּבַלְ םכֶ֖תְּאִ אלֹ֥וְ   ׃תאֹֽזּהַ הלָ֖אָהָ־תאֶוְ תא֔
ֹפּ וֹנ֜שְֶׁי רשֶׁ֨אֲ־תאֶ י֩כִּ ֹפּ וּנּנֶ֛יאֵ רשֶׁ֥אֲ תאֵ֨וְ וּניהֵ֑לֹאֱ הוָ֣הְי ינֵ֖פְלִ םוֹיּ֔הַ דמֵֹ֣ע וּ֙נמָּ֙עִ ה֗   ׃םוֹֽיּהַ וּנמָּ֥עִ ה֖

I make this covenant, with its sanctions, not with you alone, but both with those who are standing 
here with us this day before the LORD our God and with those who are not with us here this day. 
 
 
Devarim 30:11-12 

ֹזּהַ הוָ֣צְמִּהַ יכִּ֚   ׃אוֽהִ הקָֹ֖חרְ אלֹ֥וְ ךָ֔מְּמִ א֙והִ תא֥לֵפְנִ־אלֹֽ םוֹיּ֑הַ ךָ֖וְּצַמְ יכִֹ֥נאָ רשֶׁ֛אֲ תא֔
ֹמאלֵ אוהִ֑ םִימַ֖שָּׁבַ אלֹ֥   ׃הנָּשֶֽׂעֲנַוְ הּתָֹ֖א וּנעֵ֥מִשְַׁיוְ וּנלָּ֔ הָחֶ֣קִָּיוְ ה֙מְָימַ֙שָּׁהַ וּנלָּ֤־הלֶעֲַי ימִ֣ ר֗

Surely, this Instruction which I enjoin upon you this day is not too baffling for you, nor is it 
beyond reach. It is not in the heavens, that you should say, “Who among us can go up to the 
heavens and get it for us and impart it to us, that we may observe it?” 
 
 
Devarim 30:19-20 
 

ֹדיעִהַ ִיּחַֽבַּ תָּ֙רְחַֽבָוּ הלָ֑לָקְּהַוְ הכָ֖רָבְּהַ ךָינֶ֔פָלְ יתִּתַ֣נָ ת֙וֶמָּ֙הַוְ םייִּ֤חַהַ ץ֒רֶאָהָ־תאֶוְ םִימַ֣שָּׁהַ־תאֶ ם֮וֹיּהַ םכֶ֣בָ יתִ֨  התָּ֥אַ היֶ֖חְתִּ ןעַמַ֥לְ םי֔
ֹמשְׁלִ ךָיהֶ֔לֹאֱ הוָ֣הְי־תאֶ ה֙בָהֲאַֽלְ ׃ךָֽעֶרְַזוְ ֶיּחַ אוּה֤ יכִּ֣ וֹב֑־הקָבְדָלְוּ וֹלֹ֖קבְּ עַ֥ ֹאוְ ךָ֙י֙  הוָ֧הְי עבַּ֨שְׁנִ ר֩שֶׁאֲ המָ֗דָאֲהָ־לעַ תבֶשֶׁ֣לָ ךָימֶָ֔י ךְרֶ֣
ֹקעֲַילְוּֽ קחָ֥צְִילְ םהָ֛רָבְאַלְ ךָיתֶֹ֛באֲלַ   ׃םֽהֶלָ תתֵ֥לָ ב֖

I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day: I have put before you life and death, 
blessing and curse. Choose life—if you and your offspring would live—by loving the LORD 
your God, heeding His commands, and holding fast to Him. For thereby you shall have life and 
shall long endure upon the soil that the LORD swore to your ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, to give to them. 
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Devarim 31:19 
 

ֹזּהַ הרָ֣ישִּׁהַ־תאֶ ם֙כֶלָ וּב֤תְכִּ התָּ֗עַוְ ֹזּהַ הרָ֥ישִּׁהַ ילִּ֜־הֶיהְתִּ ןעַמַ֨לְ םהֶ֑יפִבְּ הּמָ֣ישִׂ לאֵ֖רָשְִׂי־ינֵבְּ־תאֶ הּדָ֥מְּלַוְ תא֔   ׃לאֵֽרָשְִׂי ינֵ֥בְבִּ דעֵ֖לְ תא֛
 
Therefore, write down this poem and teach it to the people of Israel; put it in their mouths, in 
order that this poem may be My witness against the people of Israel. 
 
 
 
The Out-take: Be Strong & Resolute 
 

  ׃םֽכֶתְאֶ יתִיוִּ֖צִ רשֶׁ֥אֲ הוָ֔צְמִּהַ־לכָכְּ םהֶ֔לָ םתֶ֣ישִׂעֲוַ םכֶ֑ינֵפְלִ הוָ֖הְי
31: 5) The LORD will deliver them up to you, and you shall deal with them in full accordance 
with the Instruction that I have enjoined upon you.  
 

  ׃ָךּֽבְֶזעַַי אלֹ֥וְ ךָ֖פְּרְַי אלֹ֥ ךְמָּ֔עִ ךְלֵֹ֣ההַ אוּה֚ ךָיהֶ֗לֹאֱ הוָ֣הְי ׀ יכִּ֣ םהֶ֑ינֵפְּמִ וּצ֖רְעַתַּ־לאַוְ וּא֥רְיֽתִּ־לאַ וּצ֔מְאִוְ וּקְ֣זחִ
31:6) Be strong and resolute, be not in fear or in dread of them; for the LORD your God 
Himself marches with you: He will not fail you or forsake you.  
 

ֹיּוַ עַשֻׁ֗וֹהיֽלִ השֶֹׁ֜מ ארָ֨קְִיּוַ ֶזּהַ םעָ֣הָ־תאֶ א֙וֹבתָּ התָּ֗אַ יכִּ֣ ץ֒מָאֱוֶ ק֣זַחֲ לאֵ֘רָשְִׂי־לכָ ינֵ֣יעֵלְ וילָ֜אֵ רמֶא֨  הוָ֛הְי עבַּ֧שְׁנִ רשֶׁ֨אֲ ץרֶאָ֕הָ־לאֶ ה֔
  ׃םֽתָוֹא הנָּ֥לֶיחִנְתַּ התָּ֖אַוְ םהֶ֑לָ תתֵ֣לָ םתָֹ֖באֲלַ

31:7) Then Moses called Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel: “Be strong and 
resolute, for it is you who shall go with this people into the land that the LORD swore to their 
fathers to give them, and it is you who shall apportion it to them.  
 

  ׃תֽחָתֵ אלֹ֥וְ ארָ֖יתִ אלָֹ֥ ךּבְֶ֑זעַֽיַ אלֹ֣וְ ךָ֖פְּרְַי אלֹ֥ ךְמָּ֔עִ היֶ֣הְִי אוּה֚ ךָינֶ֗פָלְ ךְלֵֹ֣ההַ ׀ אוּה֣ הוָ֞היֽוַ
31:8) And the LORD Himself will go before you. He will be with you; He will not fail you or 
forsake you. Fear not and be not dismayed. 
 
Why the people before Joshua? 
 
Being strong and resolute, the many and the one, might present differently 

• can we be strong w/o resolve? 
• what is resolve without strength? 

 
Ibn Ezra on this: Moses said, Be courageous and brave to Joshua as well, because he was to be 
their leader. 

• supporting our leadership in uncertain times 
• how can we know their burden, the weight of their office? 

 
“The firm and resolute man is he who braces himself up with all his might in the hour of his 
affliction.”  The Improvement of Moral Qualities (mussar text), Salomon Ibn Gabirol, Saragossa 
(1045 CE) 
 
In our own lives: 

• How are we strong? for ourselves? for those we love? 


