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Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav
v’tzivanu laasok b’divrei Torah.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who hallows us with mitzvot,
commanding us to engage with words of Torah.
Vilna Gaon (Elijah ben Solomon Zalman, 18th ce Torah Scholar) in Ohel Yaakov:
The first four books were heard directly from the mouth of the Holy One, Blessed
is He, through the throat of Moses. Not so Deuteronomy. Israel heard the words of
this Book the same way they heard the words of the prophets who came after
Moses. The Holy One, Blessed is He, would speak to the prophet today and on a
later day he would go and make the vision known to Israel. Accordingly, at the
time the prophet spoke to the people, the word of God had already been removed
from him. So, too, the Book of Deuteronomy was heard from the mouth of Moses
himself.
From the end of Numbers
שָׂר ֵ ֑אל ְבַּֽעְר ֣ב ֹת מוָֹ֔אב ַ ֖על יְַרֵ֥דּן יְֵרֽחוֹ׃
ְ ִשׁר ִצ ָ֧וּה יְה ָ֛וה ְבּיַד־מ ֹ ֶ ֖שׁה ֶאל־ְבּ ֵ ֣ני י
ֶ ֨ שָׁפִּ֗טים ֲא
ְ ֵ ֣אֶלּה ַהִמְּצֺ֞ות ְוַהִמּ
These are the commandments and regulations that the LORD enjoined upon the
Israelites, through Moses, on the steppes of Moab, at the Jordan near Jericho.
From Devarim1:1
שָׂרֵ֔אל ְבּ ֵ ֖עֶבר ַהיְַּר ֵ ֑דּן ַבִּמְּדָ֡בּר ָבֲּֽעָרָב֩ה ֨מוֹל ֜סוּף ֵבּֽין־ָפּא ָ֧רן וֵּבֽין־ ֛תּ ֶֹפל
ְ ִשׁ֙ה ֶאל־ָכּל־י
ֶ ֹ שׁר ִדּ ֶ ֤בּר מ
ֶ ֨ ֵ ֣אֶלּה ַהְדָּבִ֗רים ֲא
ְוָלָ֥בן ַוֲחֵצ ֖ר ֹת ְו ִ ֥די זָָהֽב׃
These are the words that Moses addressed to all Israel on the other side of the
Jordan.—Through the wilderness, in the Arabah near Suph, between Paran and
Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Di-zahab,
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Devarim 1:5-6
שׁה ֵבֵּ֛אר ֶאת־ַהתּוֹ ָ֥רה ַה ֖זּ ֹאת ֵלא ֽמ ֹר׃ יְה ָ֧וה ֱאֹלֵ֛הינוּ ִדֶּ֥בּר ֵא ֵ ֖לינוּ ְבּח ֵֹ֣רב
ֶ ֔ ֹ ְבֵּ֥עֶבר ַהיְַּר ֵ ֖דּן ְבּ ֶ ֣אֶרץ מוֹ ָ ֑אב הוֹ ִ ֣איל מ
ֵלא ֑מ ֹר ַרב־ָלֶ֥כם ֶ ֖שֶׁבת ָבָּ֥הר ַהֶזּ ֽה׃
On the other side of the Jordan, in the land of Moab, Moses undertook to expound
this Teaching. He said: The LORD our God spoke to us at Horeb, saying: You
have stayed long enough at this mountain.
Devarim 3:22
ֹ֖לא ְִתּיָר֑אוּם ִ֚כּי יְה ָ֣וה ֱאֹֽלֵהיֶ֔כם ֖הוּא ַהנְִּלָ֥חם ָלֶֽכם׃
Do not fear them, for it is the LORD your God who will battle for you.”
Mishneh Torah, Negative Mitzvot 58
That those engaged in warfare shall not fear their enemies nor be panic-stricken by
them during the battle, as it is said, “….do not tremble, nor be ye terrified because
of them” (Deut. 3:22; 7:21; 20:3).
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