
January 23, 2021  

An Evening of Discovery and Learning 

7:00 PM – 7:20 PM 

 Cantor Eugene Rosner   Havdalah  
 Zoom Room 1 

 Rabbi Neil Cooper     Opening Remarks  
 Zoom Room 1 

7:30 PM - 8:20 PM 

 Rabbi Mira Wasserman   Racism, Antisemitism, and the Talmud  
 Zoom Room 1 

 Andrea Weiss       “‘Hope’ is the thing with feathers”: Psalm 26  
 Zoom Room 2 

 Katerina Romanenko    Observations on the Jewish Dimension in American Art 
 Zoom Room 3 

8:30 PM - 9:20 PM 

 Chanan Tigay       The Story of the Oldest Bible in the World, its Outing as a Fraud,  
 Zoom Room 1      and Why Archaeologists Now Believe it Was Real  

 Rabbi Yonah Gross     What does Hashem Want from Us? Torah's Imperative to Respond  
 Zoom Room 2      to Difficult Times  

 Ayelet Brinn       Dear Editor: Advice Columns and the Making of the American  
 Zoom Room 3      Yiddish Press 

 



Dear Friends, 

Each year I suggest that our congregants attend our 

annual Torathon: An Evening of Learning and Discov-

ery. Each year, more than a few tell me how sorry they 

are that they missed the event. Comments of regret 

tend to range from: 

• I wish I could have been there, but I wasn’t feeling 

well.  

• I thought this was for people who know a lot of He-

brew. 

• I didn’t realize that there would be something ap-

propriate and interesting for me. 

This year’s Torathon (the 35th consecutive year of our 

annual Torathon) will be held on Saturday night, Jan. 

23. In the past, if you missed the program for one rea-

son or another, this is your chance to “re-coup your 

losses.” With an impressive array of classes, this year 

our Torathon will continue our tradition of excellence 

while making a significant change in venue, to 

“Torathon Zoom”.  By clicking on the Zoom links, you 

will be transported to our One-Night University, for an 

evening of study, new ideas and intellectual stimula-

tion.  From rabbinic musings to ancient text, from ex-

aminations of moral dilemmas to contemporary reflec-

tions on American Jewry, there are no shortages of top-

ics, teachers and texts. 

Each year I encourage our congregants to join us for 

our Torathon. Each year, our Torathon Committee 

seems to out-do itself by providing us with these new 

and exciting study opportunities. This year is no excep-

tion. 

 

I extend, on behalf of our entire congregation, our grat-

itude to Sharon Grunwald and her committee.  This 

small, active and vibrant group has planned this event.  

They all deserve our thanks. 

I look forward to seeing you at Torathon 5782. 

 

 

Racism, Antisemitism and the Talmud 

Is the Talmud racist? Why do so many people think it 

is? This session combines close readings of select tal-

mudic texts with an historic survey of how these diffi-

cult passages have been read and misread by Jews and 

non-Jews.  

 

Rabbi Mira Wasserman, PhD, is director of the Center 

for Jewish Ethics and assistant professor of rabbinic 

literature at the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College. 

Her award-winning book Jews, Gentiles, and Other 

Animals examines how the Talmud accounts for the 

differences between Jews and others. Mira grew up in 

Philadelphia, served as a congregational rabbi in Indi-

ana, and then pursued her doctoral studies at UC 

Berkeley. 

“ ‘Hope’ is the thing with feathers”: Timely Biblical 

Teachings on Fear and Hope 

‘Hope’ Is the thing with feathers: Psalm 26. Rabbi An-

drea L. Weiss, Ph.D. is Jack, Joseph and Morton Man-

del Provost and Associate Professor of Bible at the He-

brew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. She is 

co-editor of American Values, Religious Voices: 100 

Days, 100 Letters (University of Cincinnati Press, 2019) 

and associate editor of The Torah: A Women's Com-

mentary (CCAR Press, 2008). Her other writings in-

clude Figurative Language in Biblical Prose Narrative: 

Metaphor in the Book of Samuel (Brill, 2006) and arti-

cles on metaphor, biblical poetry, and biblical concep-

tions of God 

Observations on the Jewish Dimension in American 

Art 

In this session, participants will be engaged in close 

visual analysis and discussion of selected works from 

PAFA’s collection, created by Jewish artists. While 

dwelling on artistic styles and personal backgrounds of 

the artists, the conversation will contribute to the ongo-

ing larger discussion of the complex nature of Jewish 

identity in America. The workshop will also lead par-

ticipants to debate interpretations and learn to appreci-

ate diversity of opinions and will familiarize them with 

FROM RABBI COOPER 

SESSION I • 7:30 PM — 8:20 PM 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.tbhbe.org_-5Fpreview_large_uploads_Congregational-2DEvents_Torathon2021FinalGrid-2Dnolinks.jpg&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=Xr0WnHy_Kk8MsAnKfkoMxrvpY3Jv1NcuCKBhp9cdUc8&m=zXWr


works by such artists as Albert Rosenthal, Harvey Din-

nerstein, Florine Stettheimer, and Helen Frankenthaler.  

Dr. Katerina Romanenko is an experienced educator 

and visual culture historian who specializes in object-

based learning in formal and informal environments. 

She holds a PhD in Art History from The Graduate 

Center, CUNY and currently works as the Assistant 

Director of Youth and Family Programs at the Pennsyl-

vania Academy of the Fine Arts. Prior to joining PAFA 

she worked at the National Museum of American Jew-

ish History in Philadelphia where she developed and 

presented educational programs exploring the history 

of Jews in America. 

 

 

 

The Story of the Oldest Bible in the World, how its 

Outing as a Fraud Led to a Scandalous Death, and 

Why Archaeologists Now Believe it Was Real—If On-

ly They Could Find It 

Chanan Tigay will be telling the story of the oldest Bi-

ble in the world, how its outing as a fraud led to a 

scandalous death, and why archaeologists now believe 

it was real—if only they could find it. At once historical 

drama and modern-day investigation, this story simul-

taneously explores the 19thcentury disappearance of a 

controversial manuscript of the Book of Deuteronomy 

and his own hunt for the manuscript in eight countries 

on four continents over five years.  

Chanan Tigay is an award-winning author and journal-

ist who has covered the Middle East, 9/11, and the 

United Nations for numerous magazines, newspapers, 

and wires. Author of The Lost Book of Moses: the Hunt 

for the World’s Oldest Bible (winner of the Anne & 

Robert Cowan Writers Prize) and the forthcoming Ser-

pents in the Garden, Tigay recently was featured in the 

two-hour History Channel special “The God Code.” 

Born in Jerusalem, Tigay holds degrees from the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania and Columbia University and 

was an Investigative Reporting Fellow at U.C. Berke-

ley. An associate professor of Creative Writing at San 

Francisco State University, Tigay spent the past year at 

Harvard University as a fellow of the Radcliffe Insti-

tute for Advanced Study. 

What does Hashem Want from Us? Torah's Impera-

tive to Respond to Difficult Times 

With closed synagogues, shuttered schools, and can-

celed smachot, this past year has challenged the way 

we relate to Hashem. What, if anything, has changed 

regarding Jewish Observance and what can that teach 

us about the resilience of the Torah?  

Rabbi Yonah Gross was ordained at Yeshiva University 

and is currently the rabbi of Congregation Beth 

Hamedrosh in Wynnewood and the Kashrus Adminis-

trator of Community Kashrus of Greater Philadelphia. 

He is the founder of Mezuzah and More, which sells 

and repairs tefillin and mezuzot. 

Dear Editor: Advice Columns and the Making of the 

American Yiddish Press 

At the turn of the twentieth century, American Yiddish 

newspapers overflowed with advice columns offering 

implicit and explicit guidance to readers about how to 

live their lives. From the Forverts’s famous “A Bintel 

Brief” to more practical advice columns, such as Der 

tog’s “Letter Box” column, these publications printed 

countless letters from readers asking editors to help 

them navigate personal tribulations, American political 

infrastructures, and Jewish communal life. This talk 

will explore the crucial role of advice columns in the 

development of the Yiddish press. It will explore how 

these columns shaped the relationships between news-

papers and their readers and how central advice col-

umns became to the acclimation process of new immi-

grants eager to learn more about American life.  

Ayelet Brinn is the Ivan and Nina Ross Family Fellow 

at the Herbert D. Katz Center for Advanced Judaic 

Studies of the University of Pennsylvania. She most 

recently completed a year as the Rabin-Shvidler Joint 

Postdoctoral Fellow in Jewish Studies at Fordham Uni-

versity and Columbia University after receiving her 

doctorate in history from the University of Pennsylva-

nia in 2019. She is currently working on a book about 

the role of gender politics in the development of the 

American Yiddish press. 

 

SESSION II • 8:30 PM — 9:20  PM 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.tbhbe.org_-5Fpreview_large_uploads_Congregational-2DEvents_Torathon2021FinalGrid-2Dnolinks.jpg&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=Xr0WnHy_Kk8MsAnKfkoMxrvpY3Jv1NcuCKBhp9cdUc8&m=zXWr


A Special thanks to all our presenters and to the Torathon 

Committee, yishar kochachem for organizing this most impressive, 

edifying, and enjoyable evening! 

 

Co-Chairs: Sharon Grunwald and Adena Potok 

Committee Members: Ruth Rosenberg, David Blumenthal, 

Susan Schmidt, Rosalie Alexander and Frances Novack. 

Kids Torathon  
 

This year we are pleased to offer a parallel Kids Torathon. 

These programs are intended for children in grades 2 and up.  

SESSION I • 7:30 PM — 8:20 PM 

Where the Wildest Stories in the Torah are  

with Lisa Richman  

SESSION II • 8:30 PM — 9:20 PM 

Super-Powered Torah Characters and Rabbis  

with Rabbinic Intern Noam Kornsgold  


