
January 29, 2022 on Zoom 

Opening • 7:00 PM — 7:30 PM 

Ethan Schwartz  
Sea Monsters in the Ancient Jewish Religious Im-

agination 

Zoom: https://zoom.us/ 

Meeting ID: 856 1744 1287 

Password:  047565  

Polly Zavadiker Russian Jewish influences in art and literature  

Zoom: https://zoom.us/ 

Meeting ID: 884 6096 1174  

Password: M96zu4  

Jonathon Adler  The Tragic Story of Yiftach  

Zoom: https://zoom.us/ 

Meeting ID: 889 1778 8764  

Password: 945035  

SESSION II • 8:30 PM — 9:20 PM 

Joel Hecker  
"The Cup of Blessing: An Introduction to 

the Zohar's Introduction 

Zoom: https://zoom.us/ 

Meeting ID: 856 1744 1287 

Password:  047565  

Leon Levine  
Reading the Jewish Landscape - A geographer 

looks at Jewish Life across the USA  

Zoom: https://zoom.us/ 

Meeting ID: 884 6096 1174  

Password: M96zu4  

Rabbanit Leah Sarna  
Lost Rabbi of the Mishnah: The Maidservant of 

Rabbi Judah the Prince 

Zoom: https://zoom.us/ 

Meeting ID: 889 1778 8764  

Password: 945035  

SESSION III • 9:30 PM — 10:20 PM 

Perry Dane  
Transylvania: A Window into the Complex, Glori-

ous, and Tragic History of Elie Wiesel’s Birth-

Zoom: https://zoom.us/ 

Meeting ID: 856 1744 1287 

Password:  047565  

An Evening of Discovery and Learning 

Wynnewood, PA 

The Torathon is free of charge 

Zoom links will also be published in the weekly email  

Cantor Rosner and Rabbi 

Neil Cooper  

Havdalah and Opening Remarks with Cantor 

Rosner and Rabbi Neil Cooper  

Zoom: https://zoom.us/ 

Meeting ID: 856 1744 1287 

Password:  047565  

SESSION I • 7:30 PM — 8:20 PM 



January 29, 2022 / 28 Shevat 5782 

Dear Friends, 

What was it that drew me to TBHBE over three decades ago?  

Of course, the wonderful people, the commitment to creating 

an engaged community, the desire for high quality activities 

and involvement in Jewish Tradition, were signs that I 

would fit well into the position of rabbi of this congregation.  

Each of these aspects of synagogue life were harbingers of 

the strength and vibrance of this community.  But there was 

something else which drew me here:  the culture of, and com-

mitment to, Adult Education.   

Reading the materials sent to me as a way of becoming more 

familiar with the congregation, (remember this was before 

websites, YouTube and Zoom), one program was presented 

with pride and excitement. The Torathon, this “Night of 

Adult Jewish Learning” was a unique and creative program 

which had been established seven years before.  It was this 

annual program which taught me what I needed to know 

about our congregation as I was deciding where to go with 

my family for the next chapter of our lives.  As it turned out, 

this “chapter” would last for 31 years.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

There are many congregations which bring in well-known 

speakers for a single lecture, or even for a scholars-in-

residence weekend during which congregants have been chal-

lenged, enlightened and entertained.  We have, over the 

years hosted many such programs. But Torathon was differ-

ent:  

This program was the expression of a yearly 

commitment, a commitment which synagogue 

members had taken upon themselves, to organ-

ize, invite and delight.  

The community supported this program.  Alt-

hough organized and planned by members of the 

congregation, each year hundreds are attracted, 

from TBHBE and beyond, by the myriad of choic-

es of topics and teachers each year.   

The majority of speakers and presenters were 

from within our synagogue membership.  

Well-known scholars, teachers and rabbis were 

members of our community, providing for us a 

unique resource from which we could offer clas-

ses of great interest and of the highest caliber.  

But more than all of this, we boasted a mem-

bership which wanted more! 

The Torathon is a testament to the members of TBHBE.  It 

has been the work of our Torathon Chair and Committee, to 

plan, invite and design a program which is fresh, challeng-

ing, enriching, and uplifting.  And each year, including this, 

the 38th Annual Torathon, reflects the spirit, the interest, 

and the culture of this community.   

The Torathon has become a hallmark of TBHBE.  If, during 

my tenure, I have added to the culture of study, through our 

Torathon and other teaching opportunities, and helped to 

quench some of the intellectual thirst of our members, I am 

gratified. But the thanks and expressions of gratitude are 

most deserved by our Torathon Committee and its longtime 

Chair, Sharon Grunwald. Todah Rabbah! 

I look forward to another wonderful evening or Torah study.  

We all look forward to the continuation of this annual pro-

gram for years to come. 

B’shalom,                                                                                                                    

Rabbi Neil S. Cooper 

 

 

 

Sea Monsters in the Ancient Jewish 

Religious Imagination 
 

The motif of God’s war with the sea, sometimes 

embodied in a ferocious dragon, was surprising-

ly central to the moral worldview of ancient Ju-

daism. In this session, we’ll trace the develop-

ment of this motif from ancient Mesopotamia all 

the way to the Talmud, exploring whether it can 

be theologically meaningful for us today. 

 

Ethan Schwartz is Assistant Professor of He-

brew Bible at Villanova University. 

 

Beyond Fiddler: Russian Jews in 

Film and Literature  
 

We will read excerpts from two stories from the 

old country: one originally written in Yiddish by 

Sholem Aleichem, the other in Russian by S. An-

sky, and then discuss film adaptations of those 

stories in the 1920s Soviet Union and 1930s Po-

land. 

 

Polly Zavadivker is an assistant professor of 

History and director of the Jewish Studies Pro-

gram at the University of Delaware. She is the 

author of many articles on Russian Jewish his-

tory. Her book in progress is called "A Nation of 

Refugees: World War I and Russia's Jews," and 

is forthcoming with Oxford University Press. 

 

The Tragic Story of Yiftach 
 

Description: One of the stories in the Book of 

Judges is about a man named Yiftach. His is a 

FROM RABBI COOPER 
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B’shalom,                                                                                                                                                                                   

story of family abandonment, of military victory 

and of devasting tragedy. Why is this story can-

onized in the Bible? What are the lessons we are 

meant to learn from this heart-wrenching tale of 

love and loss? We will discuss midrash and vari-

ous interpretations of the tale from throughout 

the ages to attempt to make sense of this trage-

dy. 

 

Please read chapters 11 and 12 of the Book of 

Judges, in English, prior to the class if possible. 

 

Jonathon Adler is a third-year rabbinical stu-

dent at The Jewish Theological Seminary in 

New York City where he is also pursuing a mas-

ter’s degree in Sacred Music. He has served as 

the rabbinic fellow at Penn Hillel and is now the 

rabbinical intern at Temple Beth Hillel-Beth El. 

He is an active member of Congregation Beit 

Simchat Torah, the world’s largest LGBTQ syn-

agogue. A native of Toledo, Ohio, Jonathon is an 

alumnus of Rice University, in Houston, Texas. 

Prior to attending rabbinical school, worked for 

over twenty years as a concierge at The St. 

Regis Hotel in Manhattan.  

 

 

 

 

The Cup of Blessing: An Introduc-

tion to the Zohar's Introduction  
 

Description: The Zohar has long been treated as 

the central and canonical text of Jewish mysti-

cism. In our time together we will learn about 

what the kabbalah is about, its symbol systems, 

and the ways they play out on Page 1a of the Zo-

har. The passage opens with the Song of Songs, 

classically understood typologically as express-

ing the love songs between God and Israel, and 

touches on themes of creation and kiddush, all 

exemplified by the unusual Rosa Gallica.  

Joel Hecker is Professor of Jewish Mysticism 

at the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College. He 

received his Ph.D in Jewish Studies from New 

York University and rabbinic ordination from 

Yeshiva University. He is the author of Volume 

11 and (with Nathan Wolski) Volume 12 of The 

Zohar: Pritzker Edition; Mystical Bodies, Mysti-

cal Meals: Eating and Embodiment in Medieval 

Jewish Mysticism, and of numerous articles 

treating eating, kissing, gender, ritual, and 

shame in kabbalah. 

 

Reading the Jewish Landscape - A 

geographer looks at Jewish Life 

across the USA 

 
Back in the early 1960’s, three shuls existed in 

the heights of Duluth, Minnesota. At that time, 

there were about 20 Jews who wanted to attend 

a daily minyan in the morning and evening. 

They produced a neat solution. The twenty min-

yan goers rotated shuls. One “community” Rabbi 

served all three shuls. Leon will describe what 

has taken place in Duluth in the past sixty 

years as a model of Jewish life in small cities. 

The community has survived economic decline 

and arson. He will conclude by offering several 

scenarios for the future of Jewish life in small 

cities. He invites the audience to share their ide-

as and experiences in small Jewish communities  

 

Leon Levine started his career as an environ-

mental and city planner upon arrival in Phila-

delphia in 1965. Over a forty year span he con-

ducted field studies in thirty-two states, includ-

ing Alaska. During his travels he was always on 

the lookout for signs of Jewish life. For example, 

while making a land use plan for Pocahontas 

County West Virginia, he found the three resi-

dent Jews. Since his retirement in 2006, he 

studied graduate level geography at Westches-

ter State University. 

 

Lost Rabbi of the Mishnah: The 

Maidservant of Rabbi Judah the 

Prince 

 
The Talmud Bavli tells a number of stories 

about the character of the maidservant of Rabbi 

Judah the Prince. We'll explore her role as a 

student and teacher in Rabbi Judah's house-

hold. Ultimately, we will raise questions about 

what she can mean to women Talmud learners 

today.  
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Rabbanit Leah Sarna is the Associate Di-

rector of Education and Director of High 

School Programs at Drisha. She previously 

served as Director of Religious Engagement 

at Anshe Sholom B’nai Israel Congregation in 

Chicago, a leading urban Orthodox congrega-

tion. She was ordained at Yeshivat Maharat 

in 2018, holds a BA from Yale University in 

Philosophy & Psychology, and also trained at 

the SKA Beit Midrash for Women at Migdal 

Oz, Drisha and the Center for Modern Torah 

Leadership. Rabbanit Sarna’s published 

works have appeared in The Atlantic, The 

Washington Post, Lehrhaus and The Jewish 

Review of Books. 
 

 

 

Transylvania: A Window into the 

Complex, Glorious, and Tragic His-

tory of Elie Wiesel’s Birthplace 

 
Elie Wiesel and Perry’s dad were born in 

Sighet, Transylvania. The history of the re-

gion of Transylvania is remarkable as are its 

Jewish connections. One of the last deporta-

tions of Jews to Auschwitz took place from 

there in May 1944, shortly before the end of 

the war. Centuries earlier, though, in 1568, 

Transylvania was the first place in modern 

Europe to declare a policy of partial religious 

tolerance. In between, the region was home to 

important Hassidic dynasties and also to a 

fascinating group of Sabbatarians, communi-

ties of non-Jewish descent who adopted many 

Jewish practices and beliefs, and whose rela-

tionship with Jews was immensely complicat-

ed. 

Perry Dane is a Professor of Law at Rutgers 

School of Law. He is a graduate of Yale Col-

lege and Yale Law School, and a former law 

clerk to Associate justice William J. 

Brennan, Jr. of the United States 

supreme Court. Perry’s academic 

interests include constitutional law, 

religion and law, 

legal pluralism, and 

conflict of laws. 

 

 

 

 

A Special thanks to all our presenters and to the 

Torathon Committee, yishar kochachem for 

organizing this most impressive, edifying, and 

enjoyable evening! 

 
Co-Chairs: Sharon Grunwald and Adena Potok 

Committee Members: Ruth Rosenberg, David 

Blumenthal, Susan Schmidt, Rosalie Alexander and 

Frances Novack. 
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