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Nosh & Learn with Mindy, Parshat Bereishit, TBH-BE, 10/15/2020

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav
v’tzivanu laasok b’divrei Torah.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who hallows us with mitzvot,
commanding us to engage with words of Torah.
Parshat Bereishit - Genesis 1:1-6:8
Genesis 1:26-27
שַּׁ֗מיִם וַּבְבֵּהָמ֙ה וְּבָכל־ָהָ֔אֶרץ וְּבָכל־
ָ ַו ֣יּ ֹאֶמר ֱאֹלִ֔הים ַנ ֲֽעֶ֥שׂה אָָ֛דם ְבַּצְל ֵ ֖מנוּ ִכְּדמוּ ֵ ֑תנוּ ְויְִרדּ֩וּ ִבְדַ֨גת ַה ֜יָּם וְּב֣עוֹף ַה
ָה ֶ֖רֶמשׂ ֽה ָר ֵֹ֥משׂ ַעל־ָהָאֶֽרץ׃ ַויְִּבָ֨רא ֱאֹל ִ ֤הים ׀ ֶאת־ֽה ָאָָד֙ם ְבַּצְל֔מוֹ ְבֶּ֥צֶלם ֱאֹל ִ ֖הים ָבּ ָ֣רא א ֹ֑תוֹ זָָ֥כר וּנְֵק ָ ֖בה ָבּ ָ֥רא
א ָֹתֽם׃
And God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. They shall rule
the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the cattle, the whole earth, and all the
creeping things that creep on earth.” And God created man in His image, in the
image of God He created him; male and female He created them.
Gen 2:7
שׁ ַ ֣מת ַח ִ ֑יּים ַו ֽיְ ִ ֥הי ָהֽאָ ָ ֖דם ְלֶנֶ֥פשׁ ַחָיּ ֽה׃
ְ ִַויִּיֶצ֩ר יְהָ֨וה ֱאֹלִ֜הים ֶאת־ָהֽאָָ֗דם ָעָפ֙ר ִמן־ ָ ֣הֲאָדָ֔מה ַויִַּ֥פּח ְבַּא ָ ֖פּיו נ
the LORD God formed man from the dust of the earth. He blew into his nostrils the
breath of life, and man became a living being.
Gen 5:1-2
ֶז֣ה ֵ֔סֶפר תּוְֹל ֖ד ֹת אָ ָ ֑דם ְבּ ֗יוֹם ְבּ ֤ר ֹא ֱאֹלִהי֙ם אָָ֔דם ִבְּד֥מוּת ֱאֹל ִ ֖הים ָעָ֥שׂה א ֹֽתוֹ׃ זָָ֥כר וּנְֵק ָ ֖בה ְבָּר ָ ֑אם ַויְ ָ ֣בֶרְך א ָֹ֗תם
שָׁמ֙ם אָָ֔דם ְבּ ֖יוֹם ִהָבְּֽרָאֽם׃
ְ ַויְִּק ָ֤רא ֶאת־
This is the record of Adam’s line.—When God created man, He made him in the
likeness of God; male and female He created them. And when they were created,
He blessed them and called them Man.—
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Gen 3:5
ִ֚כּי י ֹ ֵ ֣דַע ֱאֹלִ֔הים ִ֗כּי ְבּיוֹ֙ם ֲאָכְל ֶ ֣כם ִמֶ֔מּנּוּ ְונְִפְק֖חוּ ֵֽעינֵי ֶ ֑כם ִוְהיִיֶת֙ם ֵֽכּאֹלִ֔הים י ְֹד ֵ ֖עי ֥טוֹב ָו ָֽרע׃
but God knows that as soon as you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will
be like divine beings who know good and bad.”
Genesis 3:8
שׁ֗תּוֹ ִמְפּנֵ֙י יְה ָ֣וה ֱאֹלִ֔הים ְבּ֖תוְֹך ֵ֥עץ
ְ שְׁמ ֞עוּ ֶאת־֨קוֹל יְה ָ֧וה ֱאֹל ִ ֛הים ִמְתַהֵ֥לְּך ַבּ ָ ֖גּן ְל ֣רוַּח ַה ֑יּוֹם ַויְִּתַחֵ֨בּא ָהֽאָָ֜דם ְוִא
ְ ִַו ֽיּ
ַהָגּןֽ ׃
They heard the sound of the LORD God moving about in the garden at the breezy
time of day; and the man and his wife hid from the LORD God among the trees of
the garden.
Genesis 3:21
שׁם׃
ֽ ֵ שׁ֛תּוֹ ָכְּת֥נוֹת ֖עוֹר ַויְַּלִבּ
ְ שׂ יְהָ֨וה ֱאֹלִ֜הים ְלאָ ָ ֧דם וְּלִא
֩ ַויַַּע
And the LORD God made garments of skins for Adam and his wife, and clothed
them.
Midrash Tanchuma, Vayishlach 10:5
Deeds of loving-kindness are mentioned at the beginning of the Torah,
in its middle, and at its conclusion. At the beginning of the Torah, the
naked are clothed, as it is said: The Lord God made for Adam and his
wife garments of skin, and He clothed them (Gen. 3:21); in the middle of
the Torah, the ailing are visited, as it is said: And God appeared unto him in
the grove of Mamre (ibid. 18:1); and at the conclusion of the Torah, the
dead are buried, as is said: And he was buried in the valley in the land of
Moab (Deut. 34:6). In this way you must walk in the ways of the Holy One,
blessed be He.
Genesis 4:6-8
שֵׂ֔את ְוִא֙ם ֹ֣לא ֵתיִ֔טיב ַל ֶ ֖פַּתח ַח ָ ֣טּאת
ְ ַו ֥יּ ֹאֶמר יְה ָ֖וה ֶאל־ ָ֑קיִן ָ֚לָמּה ָ ֣חָרה ָ֔לְך ְו ָ ֖לָמּה נְָפ֥לוּ ָפֶניֽ ָך׃ ֲה֤לוֹא ִאם־ֵתּיִטי֙ב
שֶּׂ֔דה ַוָיָּ֥קם ַ֛קיִן ֶאל־ֶ֥הֶבל
ָ שׁל־ֽבּוֹ׃ ַו ֥יּ ֹאֶמר ַ֖קיִן ֶאל־ ֶ ֣הֶבל אָ ִ ֑חיו ֽויַ ְִה֙י ִבְּהיוֹ ָ ֣תם ַבּ
ָ ר ֹ ֵ ֑בץ ְוֵאֶל֙יָ֙ך ְתּ֣שׁוָּק֔תוֹ ְוַא ָ ֖תּה ִתְּמ
אָ ִ ֖חיו ַויַַּהְרֵג ֽהוּ׃
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And the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you distressed, And why is your face
fallen? Surely, if you do right, There is uplift. But if you do not do right Sin
couches at the door; Its urge is toward you, Yet you can be its master.” Cain
said to his brother Abel … and when they were in the field, Cain set upon his
brother Abel and killed him.
Bereshit Rava 22:6
Said rabbi Akiva: in the beginning it looks like a thread of a spider, and at
the end it becomes like the rope of a boat, since it is written: 'Oy to those
who draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and as the ropes of a cart, sin'
(Isaiah 5:18).
Rashi:  לפתח חטאת רובץSIN CROUCHETH AT THE ENTRANCE — Right
up to the door of your grave (until your death) your sin will be preserved.

Gen 6:1-8
ַו ֽיְִה֙י ִֽכּי־ֵה ֵ ֣חל ֽה ָאָָ֔דם ָל ֖ר ֹב ַעל־ְפּ ֵ ֣ני ֽה ֲָאָד ָ ֑מה וָּב ֖נוֹת יְֻלּ ֥דוּ ָלֶהֽם׃ ַויְִּר֤אוּ ְבנֵי־ָהֱֽאֹלִהי֙ם ֶאת־ְבּ֣נוֹת ָהֽאָָ֔דם ִ ֥כּי ט ֹ ֖ב ֹת
ִ ֔ ֵָ ֑הנָּה ַויְִּק֤חוּ ָלֶה֙ם נ
שׁ ַ ֖גּם ֣הוּא ָב ָ ֑שׂר ְוָה֣יוּ
ַ שׁים ִמ ֖כּ ֹל ֲאֶ֥שׁר ָבָּחֽרוּ׃ ַו ֣יּ ֹאֶמר יְהָ֗וה ֹֽלא־יָ ֨דוֹן רוּ ִ ֤חי ָבֽאָָד֙ם ְלע ָֹ֔לם ְבּ
ָ שׂ ִ֖רים
ְ יָָ֔מיו ֵמָ֥אה ְוֶע
שׁר יָ ֜ב ֹאוּ ְבּ ֵ ֤ני ָהֱֽאֹלִהי֙ם ֶאל־ְבּ֣נוֹת
ֶ ֨ שָׁנ ֽה׃ ַהנְִּפִ֞לים ָה֣יוּ ָבאֶָר֮ץ ַבּיָּ ִ ֣מים ָהֵה֒ם ְו ַ ֣גם ַאֲֽחֵרי־ֵ֗כן ֲא
שּׁם׃ ַוַיְּ֣רא יְהָ֔וה ִ ֥כּי ַרָ֛בּה ָרַ֥עת ָהאָ ָ ֖דם ָבּ ָ ֑אֶרץ ְוָכל־ ֙יֵֶצ֙ר
ֽ ֵ ֽה ָאָָ֔דם ְויְָל ֖דוּ ָל ֶ ֑הם ֵ֧הָמּה ַהִגּבּ ִֹ֛רים ֲאֶ֥שׁר ֵמעוֹ ָ ֖לם אַנְֵ֥שׁי ַה
שׁ ֣ב ֹת ִל֔בּוֹ ַ֥רק ַ֖רע ָכּל־ַהיּֽוֹם׃ ַויִּ ָ ֣נֶּחם יְהָ֔וה ִֽכּי־ָעָ֥שׂה ֶאת־ֽה ָאָ ָ ֖דם ָבּ ָ ֑אֶרץ ַויְִּתַע ֵ ֖צּב ֶאל־ִלֽבּוֹ׃ ַו ֣יּ ֹאֶמר יְהָ֗וה
ְ ַמְח
שּׁ ָ ֑מיִם ִ ֥כּי נִ ַ ֖חְמִתּי
ָ שׁר־ָבָּ֙ראִת֙י ֵמַעל֙ ְפּ ֵ ֣ני ֽה ֲָאָדָ֔מה ֽמ ֵאָָד֙ם ַעד־ְבֵּהָ֔מה ַעד־ ֶ֖רֶמשׂ ְוַעד־֣עוֹף ַה
ֶ ֶאְמֶ֨חה ֶאת־ָהאָ ָ ֤דם ֲא
שׂיִֽתם׃ ְו ֕נ ַֹח ָ֥מָצא ֵ ֖חן ְבֵּעיֵנ֥י יְה ָו ֽה
ִ ִ ֥כּי ֲע
When men began to increase on earth and daughters were born to them, the divine
beings saw how beautiful the daughters of men were and took wives from among
those that pleased them.—
Midrash Tanchuma, Balak 2:1
It would have been better for the wicked
if they had been blind, for their eyes bring a curse to the world.
The LORD said, “My breath shall not abide in man forever, since he too is flesh;
let the days allowed him be one hundred and twenty years.”—
It was then, and later too, that the Nephilim appeared on earth—when the divine
beings cohabited with the daughters of men, who bore them offspring. They were
the heroes of old, the men of renown.
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Name

View in short

Fallen angels
view

Satan and/or his fallen angels bred with human women and
had offspring that were called Nephilim.

Fallen angels
overtook men
view

Fallen angels and/or Satan possessed men and caused them to
breed with women.

Sethite view

The sons of God were the godly line from Adam to Seth
down to Noah, and the Nephilim were fallen children who
sought after false gods.

Fallen men view

Godly men (sons of God) took ungodly wives, and their
descendants (Nephilim) followed after the false gods,
rejected God, and fell far from God in wickedness.

The LORD saw how great was man’s wickedness on earth, and how every plan
devised by his mind was nothing but evil all the time. And the LORD regretted that
He had made man on earth, and His heart was saddened. The LORD said, “I will
blot out from the earth the men whom I created—men together with beasts,
creeping things, and birds of the sky; for I regret that I made them.”
Midrash Sefer HaYashar: And at that time all the sons of man, as they
increased and multiplied begetting sons and daughters upon the face of the
earth, turned from the ways of the Lord. And they taught one another their
wickedness, and they grew more and more refractory and rebellious against
the Lord. And every man manufactured his own god, and they plundered and
robbed and persecuted every man his neighbors and his relatives, and they
corrupted the earth, and all the earth was full of violence.
But Noah found favor with the LORD.
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Sefer HaYashar (midrash), Book of Genesis, Bereshit 15
And when Lamech was one hundred and eighty-one years of age, he went and took
Ashmia, the daughter of Elisha, son of Enoch his uncle, to wife, and she conceived.
At that time the sons of man sowed and had somewhat of a harvest in return. But
the people did not turn from their evil ways and they revolted against their masters.
And after a year came around the wife of Lamech bare a son, and Methuselah
called his name Noah, saying: The earth has ceased in his days to destroy the seed.
But Lamech his father called him Menachem, saying: This one will comfort us
concerning our work and the toil of our hands, because of the ground which the
Lord hath cursed. And the boy grew up and was weaned, and he walked in the
paths of his sire Methuselah, ever upright and perfect with the Lord.And at that
time all the sons of man, as they increased and multiplied begetting sons and
daughters upon the face of the earth, turned from the ways of the Lord. And they
taught one another their wickedness, and they grew more and more refractory and
rebellious against the Lord. And every man manufactured his own god, and they
plundered and robbed and persecuted every man his neighbors and his relatives,
and they corrupted the earth, and all the earth was full of violence. And even their
judges and overseers would go among all the daughters of man, and take them to
wives by force even from the sides of their husbands, if so they chose. And also of
the cattle and of the beasts of the fields, and of the birds of the air, the sons of man
would bring together and train them to mate each other, one kind with another
kind, in order to provoke the Lord with such transgressions. And God saw the
whole earth and behold it was corrupt, for all flesh hath perverted its ways upon
the earth, all men as well as all the animals. And the Lord said, I will wipe out the
man whom I have created from the entire face of the earth, all flesh, even from
man unto the fowl of heaven, the cattle and the beast of the field; for it repenteth
me having made them. And the few good men that still remained upon the earth
died in those days, before the Lord was to bring about the evil which he resolved to
do unto all flesh, for it so pleased the Lord that they should not live to see the great
curse which the Lord had pronounced, to come over the sons of man. Noah and his
sons however found grace in the eyes of God, and the Lord selected them to
preserve through them seed upon the whole earth.
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