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The Order and the Ordering
of Biblical Books

How did the Bible end up in the order ii's in foday?
By Prof. Marc Zvi Brettler | July 11, 2011

m Reprinted with permission from JPS Guide: The Jewish Bible.

For the many centuries before Jewish scribes published books in codex

form, they preserved books in the form of separate scrolls. In certain

cases, the scribes put several books in a single scroll-and in a particular

order. This was true of the Torah, which needed to be ordered because
Jews read it ritually in order, as part of their worship. Similarly, the scribes grouped Joshua,
Judges, Samuel, and Kings in sequence since they tell a more or less continuous story in
chronological order. However, for the rest of the Bible, even in Rabbinic times, there was a
varying order of the Prophets (except for the “Minor Prophets®) and the Writings.

Certain people and groups (especially professional scribes!) love order.

Mesopotamian scribes often copied series of cuneiform tablets in

standard orders. The resulting predictability made it easier for readers to

. find what they were looking for, no matter which copy they consulted.

~ | Similarly, perhaps ancient Israelite librarians may have kept biblical
scrolls in ordered cubbyholes, so that they could locate the right text

easily. This may be the original function of ordering the books of the

Bible.

The Bible shows evidence of ordering at both the macro and the micro level. On the micro level,
its text is divided into books- typically, what can fit on a scroll. (Thus the 12 Minor Prophets
constitute a single book or scroll, even though it is made up of many books.)

On the macrolevel, this large collection comprises smaller collections. Exactly how and when
this was done are subjects of intense current debate: How early is tile three-part division of the
Bible into Torah, Nevi'im, and Kethuvim? When and why did this tripartite division develop?
Rabbinic sources—though not any of the earliest such sources—do attest to a three-part (what
scholars call a “tripartite”) Bible. Scholars have found allusions to this structure in the New
Testament and among the Dead Sea Scrolls. However, these references do not decisively prove
that the Bible was organized into three parts as early as the 1st century C.E. Indeed, Jews
clearly employed a variety of orders and ordering schemes in the Second Temple period.

The tripartite ordering was likely one of the early ordering schemes, for its classifications a re not
obvious ones. Daniel properly belongs with the Latter Prophets; Ezra-Nehemiah, Chronicles,
and perhaps some other books belong with the Former Prophets. Thus their present
classification seems to reflect an evolution: by the time those later books were composed, the
set of books known as Prophets had already been determined, so they could not be included in
that section. That is, over time the Torah became authoritative first, then Nevi'im, and finally
Kethuvim.

This hypothesis for the evolutionary development of the tripartite canon would also explain the
stability—and lack of stability—of order within each section.
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The Torah—authoritative first—is fully stable: all manuscripts have the order as Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus , Numbers, Deuteronomy. (Of course, given the contents of these books, their order is
not really flexible.) Within Nevi'im, the same is true for the Former Prophets. Concerning the
order of the Latter Prophets, there is more flexibility; most manuscripts do not follow the
Talmudic order. Within Kethuvim, manuscripts show a tremendous variation in the order of its
books. Quite surprisingly, the ancient sources do not indicate what the last—culminating—book of
the Bible should be!
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Prophets (Nevi’im)

By MJL Staff | October 2, 2003

i Nevi'im (Prophets) presents Israel’s history as a nation on its land. The
Israelites conquer and settle; they are beset by local enemies and
eventually by imperial powers. Political and prophetic leaders vie for
hearts; the supporters of God's covenant do battle against the paganism of
neighboring groups and among the Israelites themselves. A kingdom, a
capital, and a Temple are built and eventually destroyed. At the end of
Nevi'im, prophets who experienced the exile teach a renewed monotheism to a chastened
Israel.

Historically, Nevi’im begins with the conquest of Eretz Yisrael under the leadership of Joshua,
Moses* successor (¢. 1200 BCE) and concludes with the prophecies of Malachi to those
rebuilding the Temple after their return from Babylonia (c. 515 BCE). Jewish convention divides
the books into Nevi’im Rishonim, “Former Prophets,”and Neviim Aharonim, “Latter Prophets.”
Nevi'im Rishonim consists of prose works buiit around a historical narrative—Joshua, Judges,
Samuel, and Kings. Nevi'im Aharonim encompasses the “literary prophets,” such as Amos,
Isaiah, and Jeremiah.

o Two voices are heard in Nevi'im Rishonim. One is a nationalist voice,
Howmnchdoyou . trympeting heroic leaders such as Joshua and David and the empire briefly
know about . . . : ;

consolidated under Solomon. More dominant is a covenantal voice, which
b | explains the fortunes of leaders and the nation on the basis of their fidelity to
B‘].‘ )].@‘ God. ,

7@, Scholars refer to Nevi'im Rishonimas the “Deuteronomic History—history from
ouiz the perspective of the thinkers behind the book of Deuteronomy. All together,
the Nevi'im Rishonim describe the transition from a loose tribal confederation
to a monarchy under Saul and David, the division into two kingdoms after
Solomon, the conquest of the northern kingdom of Israel by the Assyrian
Empire in 722 BCE, and the end of the southern kingdom of Judah at the hands of
Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylonian Empire in 586 BCE

27 WuewishLearning tom
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Within the narrative of Nevi'im Rishonim we encounter the first individual prophets, known to
scholars as “preclassical” prophets. Samuel was known as a “seer”; Elijah and Elisha foretold
drought and famine and called forth miracles from God. What links these prophets with the
classical prophets of the Nevi'im Aharonim is their role vis-a-vis the political leaders of Israel.
Nathan confronted David over his affair with Bathsheba; Elijah stood against Ahab when the king
confiscated Naboth’s vineyard.

Nevi'im Aharonim contains the prophecies and teachings of individual
prophets, mostly recorded in verse. The books of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and
Ezekiel are the longest. They are followed by the boocks known
collectively in Jewish tradition as the Trei Asar, “the 12"—shorter books
of other prophets such as Amos, Micah, Hosea, and Jonah.

Amos and Hosea were prophets in the northern kingdom of Israel. Both
prophets warned the nation that its turn away from God'’s covenant
would lead to destruction by the Assyrians. Isaiah and Micah carried a
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Elijah similar message in Judah. Jeremiah delivered his prophecies of doom
as the Babylonians approached and captured Jerusalem.

From exile in Babylonia, Ezekiel envisioned the restoration of Israel to its land. The last half of
the book of Isaiah contains words of comfort and promise from one or two anonymous prophets
speaking in exile. The last prophets spoke in Judea to those who had returned to rebuild the
Temple.

The prophets before the exile spoke against idolatry and injustice. They saw God's people
trusting in the Canaanite god Baal, in alliances with foreign powers, and in the power of Temple
sacrifices to manipulate God's protection. They targeted the corruption of kings and elites who
were recreating Egyptian oppression in the Promised Land. They critiqued not only the
monarchies but the Temple cult as well, with the message that without justice and fair treatment
in society, God would find sacrificial devotion to be hypocrisy.

Yet the prophetic role in the Nevi'im Aharonim was not simply to critique leaders and society.
The prophets intercede with God on behalf of the people and argue their case. They imagine the
eventual revival of Israel in a messianic future of peace and justice—though to some later
prophets, an unsparing divine judgment would come first.

With exile and the destruction of the “House of the Lord” came a theological crisis: Had Israel’'s
God been defeated? Had God abandoned the nation? Out of catastrophe, the last of the
prophets worked out a new monotheism: Israel’s God was the creator of the cosmos, not merely
the protector of a small nation. God’s order was built on justice and faithfulness—and if Israel
lived up to these demands, she would be safe in God’s favor. For centuries afterward, the
Jewish people would see God'’s judgment in its national fortunes.
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Ketuvim (Writings)

By MJL Staff | October 2, 2003

~

Ketuvim, the name of the third section of the Tanakh (Hebrew

@ Bible),means simply “Writings”, which hardly does justice to the variety of
& religious expression found there. There is poetry—of Temple ritual, private
prayer, wisdom, national tragedy, even love. There is philosophical

exploration—of the wisest path in life, of God’s goodness and justice. There

. are historical retellings and short stories. Ketuvim might better be

translated as “the anthology,” the canonical collection from the post-prophetic age.

Most of the individual books in Ketuvim were written or at least put in final form in Judea during
the period of Persian and Hellenistic rule, from the fifth through the second centuries BCE. The
Temple in Jerusalem, destroyed in the Babylonian conquest of 586, had been rebuilt around
515. The text of the Torah was standardized not long after, but there was no more prophecy
after Malachi. Clues of language, literary style, and content have led scholars to see most of
Ketuvim as “Second Temple” works.

w.. ... .. _ Unlike the Torah and the books of Prophets (Nevi’im), the works found in
"H""-’”‘fk’ﬁ:}‘{,‘;ﬁbm , Ketuvim do not present themselves as the fruits of direct divine inspiration.

: (Daniel is the one exception.) What makes books like Psalms and Job so
]B‘b],[ remarkable is their humanity, the “I” who dares to voice questions and doubts
_.J],‘ L) @' about God in the face of danger or suffering. Ultimately, each of the Ketuvim

affirms a hard-won commitment to God and covenant. Without divine miracles
&k or national glory, there were only the words of Torah and Prophets to hold
QUIzZ onto, proven reliable by Israel’s difficult history and carried forward by people

*__\5: Mg}eﬁshl..earmng.cﬁrﬁ of wisdom.

How the various works of Ketuvim came to be canonized together is not
known. Fragments of every book except for Esther are found among the Dead Sea Scrolls,
which date as early as the second century BCE. Not until the first century CE are there sources
that hint at a recognized Jewish canon in three parts.

After the Romans destroyed the Second Temple in 70 CE, the rabbis of the following century
canonized the books of Ketuvim. Certain of the Ketuvim were associated with figures from
Nevi'im, probably from early on—Proverbs and Song of Songs with King Solomon, Lamentations
with Jeremiah, and Psalms as a whole with King David. The Talmud records the rabbis’
disagreements over whether to include Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs, and suggests that
Esther too was not unanimously approved.

Ketuvim opens with Psalms (Tehillim). These poems include liturgies for public celebrations in
the Temple, individual meditations at times of danger or suffering, and expressions of awe at
Creation. Taken together the Psalms leave the impression of an “official theology” of Temple,
priesthood, and nation, but what makes them timeless is the personal voice expressing peril,
doubt, and celebration.

The books of Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes (Kohelet) come out of what scholars term the

‘Wisdom fradition.” Wisdom was an international literature in the biblical Near East, nurtured by
scribes in every culture from Egypt to Mesopotamia. Its characteristics included the observation
of nature and the world as the source of understanding, and the use of reason to determine the
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best course for human happiness.

Two stories and one poem are set at particular points in Jewish history.

Ruth presents a narrative set in the time of the book of Judges about a
Moabite woman who follows her mother-in-law back to Bethlehem
when her own husband dies. She joins her destiny with Israel and
becomes the ancestor of King David. Esther, set in Persia, is well-
known as the megillah (scroll) that tells the story behind the holiday of
Purim. Lamentations is a series of poems set in Jerusalem in the days
3 after the Temple was destroyed by the Babylonians.

Scene of the Book of  Unlike any of the other books are Song of Songs and Daniel. The
Ruth former is a collection of passionate love poetry, by tradition an allegory
of the love affair between God and Israel. Daniel is an eclectic book
most often noted as the earliest apocalyptic text in Judaism.

Ketuvimconcludes with Ezra-Nehemiah and Chronicles, two largely historical narratives. Ezra-
Nehemiah tells the history of the return to Judea under the Persians and reflects the viewpoint of
the priests and scribes who came to represent Temple and Torah in the renewed nation.
Chronicles retells the earlier pre-exile history found in Kings, from a similar point of view as that
of Ezra-Nehemiah.

Many of the texts in Ketuvimhave become part of Jewish liturgy. Ecclesiastes, Esther, Song of
Songs, Ruth, and Lamentations are known as the Hamesh Megillot (Five Scrolls). Each is
chanted publicly in the synagogue on a holiday—Sukkot, Purim, Passover, Shavuot, and Tisha
B’Av, respectively. Most prominent in Jewish life are the Psalms, which permeate the prayer
book and are often recited by individuals as supplications or thanksgiving prayers.
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with my wife? «As you live, by your vety life, .
Iwill not do this!” 12David said to Uriah, “Stay
here today also,. and tomorrow I will send you

off.” So Uriah remained in ]erusalem that day. -

The next day, BDavid summoned hzm and he
ate and drank with him until he got. hnn drunk;.

but in the evéning, [Uriah] went out to sleep

in the same place, with his lord’s officers; he did
not go down to his horne. - :

- 14Inthe morning, David wrotealetter toJoab,
which he sent-with Uriah; 15He wrote in the let-
ter as follows: “Place Urlah in the front line:
where vhere the ﬁghtmg is fiercest; then fall back so
that he may be killed.” 1656 when Joab was be- ..
smomg the city, he stanned Unah at the point
where he knew that there were able warriors.
17The men of the city sallied but and’attacked’
Joab, and'some of David’s officers arnong the
troops fell; Uriah the Hittite was‘among r.hose
who died.. .

18]Joab senta fu]l report of the battle to Da-
vid. 1He instructed the messenger as follows:

Whenyon finish repor‘r_lng to the king allabout.
the battle 20the king ; may get angry and say to <
you, ‘Why did you come so close to;the city to.
attack, it? Didn’t jou know. that they would -
shoot from the wall? 21lWho struck down Abi-
melech son of Jerubbesheth?b Was:it not a wo--
man who dropped an. upper. mﬂlstone on him
from the wall at Thebez, from whlch he died?

Why dld you come so close to the. wall?’ Then. .

say: ‘Your servant Ur1ah the H1tt1te was among
those killed.” '

22The meéssenger ‘set out; he Came arid told
David all that Joab had sent hith to say.¢23The
messenger-said to David, “First thée men pre-

vailed against us and saJhed out agamst usinto. .

the open; then we drove frl1e1n ,bz_ack up to the

a-a  Meaning of Heb. uncertain. Emendation yields “As the Lorp -
lives and as you live" (cf 1 Sam. 20.3; 25.26; etc.). Lit. “as
you live and as your being lives.”

b The earlier form is ferubbaal (another name for Gideon), Judg,
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qnce to the gate. 24But the archers shot at
urmen from the wall and some of Your Maj-
sy’s men fell; your servant Uriah the Hittite
. fell.” 2Whereupon David said to the mes-
wngel “Give Joab this message: ‘Do not be dis-
gessed about the matter. The sword 4-always
gkes its toll.-4 Press your attack on the city and
Jestroy it!” Encourage Rim!”
wwhen Uriah’s W]fe heard that her husband

(riah was dead, she lamented over her hus- .

sand. ZAfter the period of mourning was over,
pavid sent and had her brought into his palace
e became his wife and she bore him a son.
But the Lorp was chspleased with what
12 David had done, land the Lorp sent
Nathan to David. He camie to him and said,
*There were two men in the same city, one rich

and one poor. 2The rich- man had very large ~.
flocks and ]1erds, 5but the poor man had only .

one little ewe lamb that he had.bought. He

wnded it and it grew.up together with him and -

sischildren: it used to share his morsel of bread,
drink from his cup, and nestle in his bosomy; it

{ »islikea daughter to him. 40One day, a traveler
ame to the rich man, buf he was loath to take.

anything from his own flocks or herds to pre-
pareameal for the guest who had come'to him;
% he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared
itfor the man who had come to him.”

5David flew into a rage against the man, and

midto Nathan, ‘Asthe Lorb lives, the man who .

did this deserves to die! 6He shall pay for the
kmb four times over, because he did such a
thing and showed no pity.” 7And Nathan said
David, “That man is you! Thus said the LorD,

the God of Israel: ‘It was 1 who anointed you
5ing over Israel and it was I who rescued you
ffom the hand of Saul. 81 gaveyouyour master’s
"ouse and possession of your master’s wives;
nd I gave you the House of Israel and Judah;

¢d  Lit. “consumes the like and thé like.”
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19Thus sdid the Lorp to me: Go and stand
inthe People’s Gate, by which the kings of Judah
enter and by which they go forth, and in al] the
gatés of Jerusalem, 20and say to them: Hear the
word of the Lo, O kings of Judah, and all Ju
dah, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem who
enter by these g'atés! ’ ' e

20Thus said the Lorp: Guard yourselves fo\r\
your.own sake against carrying burdens” on the
sabbath day, and bringing them through the
gates of Jerusalem. 22Nor shall you carry out
burdens from your houses on the sabbath day,
ordoanywork, butyou shall hallowthe sabbath
day, as T commanded your fathers, (23But they
would not listen or turn their ear; they stiffened
their necks and would not pay heed or accept
discipline.) 24If you obey Me—declares the
Lorp—and do ot bring in burdens through
thegates of this city on the sabbath day, but hal-
lowthesabbath dayanddonowork on it, 25then
through the gates of this city shall enter kings
who sit upon fhe throne of David, with their
oificers—riding on chariots and horses, they
and their officers—and the men of Judah and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And this city shall
be inhabited for all time. 26And people shall
come from the towns of Judah and from the en-
Vl'rons; of .]erusalerri, and from the land of Ben-
jamin, and from the Shephelah, and from the
hill country, and from the Negeb, bringing
burnt offerings and sacrifices, meal offerings
and'frankincense, and bringing offerings of
thanksgiving to the House of the Logp, 27But
fyou do not obey My command to hallow the
Sabbath day and to carry in no burdens through
the gates of Jerusalem on the sabbath day, then
Wil set five ot 5ates: 7t shall consame the
fortresses of Jerusalem and it shall not be ex.
tinguished,

b Or “merchandise.”
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For 5001 fMy5'Sé]¥afion shall come,
And My &'eli've‘fén-'ce be fevealed.

"Happy is the man Who does-this,

The man Who holds fast to it:

Who keeps the sabbath and doesmnot profane
it, '

And stays his Hand from doing any evil.

SLet not the foreigner say,
Who has attached himself to the Lorp,
“The Lorp will keep me apart from His peo-
ple; itir
AndTet not: the eu.nuch say,
‘lam.a y\nthe_red tree.” .
‘For thus said theLORD

“As for the eunuchs. x;vho keep My sabbaths,

Who have chosen what Idesire. ...
And hold fast to My covenant— :
Twill give them, in My House

And within My wa]ls,

A monument and a na’n:le

Better than sons or daughters

Twill give them an ever]astl.ng name
Which' shall not ‘perish. E

%As for the forelgners

Who attach themselves to the Lorb,

To ministef to Him,- '

And tor lové the name of the’ Lorp,..
To be His servants— . L

it;

And: who hold fast to My covenant—
Twill bring
And

em t0 My sacred mount

€ir burnit offerings and sacrifices
Shall be welcome on My altar;
For My House. shall be called
A house of prayer for all peoples.”
*Thus declares the Lord Gob,

Allwho keep the sabbath-and do not profane
""‘_‘““.-,—-—-—-——

dlet them rejoice in My house of prayer E N l

x‘m‘; TRYIWT AR

ﬂm'n-r'y vm-m
nNHW:ﬁWlnxnwm
ave 5 EEL P DIRTIN

s A29IN Naw. v

o DD NPy ATy
MIITTR MK 5

KT IR -:1'737

“11:11: ‘73:}:1 “n-n 'r:bv-::v '7'1:1
" oM 'mx‘l“%m

. ° :WR1 Y Ak 1

e 111‘: 'mx | n3~'=34
vmn:w m: Hm"w*l WK n'n:mw‘;
vnysn K2 Eplaet)
$10133 P?Z?T!Z.'JQ’
"33 Di77 PO
PRSI PR 1} 4} o
P regan 0 Laeh BULT
Niam DR aiy

e izhe n':w oy

Sl im x':v UK

Tl AT

S - -n-r'-'w nn'zn

_ 1m\u'7
.MM oy *‘r:mx‘;u
e nv-r:.v‘y 5 At
1'75nn naw '-rn‘w ’73
RS 1 Ly =L nwvrnm
,j,."vw-rp -|-r “OK nﬂmwa-n?
n‘rvnnn n-nn'yw

’ 1r*r:m:r‘::: fiyb

X —:'mn-m: M. 19~

o immyi '7:'7
LI TR Dy



S S M TIVUWY oy

IR, ]mm q:.’:: 2 |

. w¥.hek piny
- DIYTRIpI. '1:51
STIY 1Y Oy
AN DIy I m‘m
YO iy Y -
P TRITIN g
:‘lwan nu‘w*‘n n'm
wmn fgieaian B:u
no’ :m': ma m‘m
X7an nw-n-m omyy.
ipilok)] Bhy -rrmn*u-
'n‘wnn x‘v T

TR MWD Vpa? N
Ay T AN
ARy inY om.
‘?\.%‘?E? RADHREE
Ty i KRR IR
% W KT YU
i 'pmn‘ “pR-oK
mv:-*\:m VAR oy
-pnm :un% 7bn1 10
w:wn MV wan
K’ -pu‘n: mn

. '1:11-:‘1::: jnbsm
SR, T N

yoy Tinynys, v
oY YY)
e TR
Kb K O Kyind
51y Mia e
Dpipn " Iem

gyt ISATAH 57.18

Iwﬂlﬁgui&é themand mete out solace to them,
And tothe mourners.among them 1hearten-
ing,4 comforting” words:

It shall be well, .-
well with the far and the near

.» - —said the Lorp— . ./
And I wﬂl Feal them "

20But, the w1cked are like the troubled sea
W}uch cannot rest (A
Whose waters toss up n:ure and mud.
21There is 10 safety T

AR —said my God—
For fhé"Wicked. . m

5 8 Cry with full throat, without restraint;
Raise your voice like a ram’s horn!
Declare to My people their transgression,
To the House.of Jacob their sin.

To l;e ‘sure, they seek, Me daily,

Eager fo learn My ways

lee a natlon t]:lat does what is right,

That has not abandoned the laws of its God,

They ask Me for the right way,

They are eager for the nearness of God:

3 Why, when we. fasted did You not see?

When we starved our Bodies, did You pay no
_hEe_d?_” T

Because on your fast day

You see to your business

And oppress all your laborers!

“Because’you fast in: strife and contention,

And you strike with a-wicked fist!

Your, fastjng-todayl,is not such

md on high.

’Is such the fast I desire,

A day for men to starve their bodies?

q  Lit. “the vigor of”; of. EccL 12.1 and postbiblical bori.

T The Heb. nib is otherwise unknown; its meaning is inferred from
that ofnid (cf. the verb nad “to condole”) in the parallel expres-
sion in Job 16.5.
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NEVIAIM ISATAH  58.12

981

Is'it bowing the head like a bulrush
And lying in sackcloth and ashes?
Do you call.that 2 fast

A day When the- LORD is favorable?
GNO, thls is the fast I desn‘e

To unlock fetters of wmkedness,
And untle the corda of a-the yoke-2
'I'o ]et the oppressed go free;

To brea.k off every, yoke.

7t i 15 to share your bread with the hungry, -
A.nd to take the wretched poor into  your -

*

horne,
When you sée ‘the naked, to clothe him,

And not to ignore your own kin.
e

8Then shall your light burst through like the

And your healing spring up quickly; -
Your Vindicator shall march before you,
The Presence of the Lorp shall be your rear
r guards . -

9Then, When you. ca]l the Lorp will answer;
V!.Then you cry, He will say: Here I am.

If you | ba.msh the yokes from your midst,

b The _r_nenacmg hand b and evil speech,

1

lﬁAnd ‘you offer yom: compassmnf to the

"hungry .

And sahsfy the famlshed creature—

Then sha]l your hght shine in darknéss, -~

And your gloom shall be like noonday.

1The Lorp wﬂl gu1de you-always;

Hewill §lake your thirst in -parched places-4

And give strength to your bones.

You.shall'be like a Wwatered garden,

Like a spring whose waters do not fail.

12Men frornqul;:ln midst shall rebuild ancient
~ TUuims, -,

You shall restore foundatlons laid long ago.

a-2 Change ofvocahzatzan ytelds lawlessness > of. mutteh, Ezek.
9.9

b-b  Lit. “Extending the finger.”

¢ Some Heb. mss. and ancient versions read “bread.”

d-d  Meaning of Heb. uncertain.
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[ will now act,” -5ays the Lorb. . .IL/, l‘l’D‘i EW’Z ﬂ"\UN

(<1 will give help,” He affirms to bim.- NG K T DR

“The words of the LORD are pure words, e Y_m% ,7151;3 q‘ﬁ! E]U:

silver purged in an earthen crucible,
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refined sevenfold.
sYou, O Lorp, will keep them,

guardiﬁg each afrom this age-a evermore.
90n every side the wicked roam

swhen 'ba‘s%:n‘_'es's is exalted among men.4

ey -

:How long, .O':'L-Q‘R,D; wﬂl You ignore me forever? ) a0 3’([] T MRy 2

W “Tﬁ'ny}g- Ry M : I How long will You hide Your face from me? $1AR NS TNIR 0N |:‘-Tf;|£<‘-"13]
2y m:w 'I."I"‘l'? M3 3How long will T have cares on my mind, oIz nivy’ J'i’-WN‘ b &——w 3
i ‘nnw 5oyt by grief.in my; heart all day? SR o 2353 L%
How long will my enemy have the upper hand? 1:7}7 3:, K ‘Dﬁ’ | ‘[JN Ty
{Look at me, answer me, O Lorp, my God! '7"1‘7N ST MY ST 4

Restore the luster to my eyes,
lest I sleep the sleep of death;
Slest my enemy say, “I have overcome him,”
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my foes exult when I totter. -
6But I trust in Your faithfulness,

my heart will exult in Your deliverance.
[ will sing to the Lorb,
for He has been good to me.

w5y | iKY L by bmy
v T-m‘? YKy T TR T T
7‘7yxw3x‘7-rmm ; . L
oI MITYA | ].4: aFot the leader. Of David. T nEmb _[
T307 T NI R FUERCT R
17?2 N‘?T yﬁ_try y;w] The benighted man thiIlkS, .t B . 1:‘71( ‘79; ‘12_3];{
w2 '[ﬂJ‘N% | 19035 »-“God does not care.”-b 13151‘715 X
a-a  Meaning of Heb. uncertain. COR L e o b ve

a Cf Ps. 53. L, PO~
b-b  Lit. “There is no God”; cf. Ps. 10.4. N . 1424
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2 : Do fiot énvy. evil men;

' grauviM PROVERBS  24.1

Do not desire to be with them;
2For the1r heartsa talk wolence,
And thelr lips speak: mlschlef

3A house is-built by w1sdom,

And is, estabhshed by understandmg'
4By lcnowledge are its rooms filled
W1ﬂ1 al.l precmus and beautiful things.

A ‘Wise.man is strength;

A knowledgeable man exerts power;
6For by stratagems you wage war,

And v1ct0ry comes w1th much planning.

TWisdom is?t&o{loffy'fof a fool;

Hé does not open his mouth in the gate.
8He who lays plans to do harm

Is called by men a schemer.

9The. schemes ‘of folly are sin,: --

And a scoffer 1s an abomination to men.

10]f ylou showed yo.urse]f slack in time of trouble,

Wantmg in power,. .

llIf you 1 reframecl from rescumg those taken off
to death

ThoSe condenmed to slaughter—

121f you say, “We knew nothing of it,”

Surely I-Pe who fathoms hearts will discern [the
trmh], S

He whib watches over your life will knowrit; < :-¢

And He'will pay, edch man as he deserves. '

My -son; €at, honey; for it is good;

Let its sweet drops be on your palate.

14Kniow: such is wisdom for your soul;

If you attain'it, there isa future;

Your hope will not be cut off. )

a See note to 15.28.
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