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London Ontario Terrorist Attack 
Statement by Rabbi Bright. 

We were shocked and saddened by the news that three generations of a Muslim family, four people, 
were murdered by an Islamophobe in London, Ontario earlier this week. 

A couple, a grandmother, and two children were out enjoying one of the first summerlike weekends in 
London when a hate-filled 20-year-old decided these were the Muslims he was going to kill. The police 
have reported that there is evidence that this was a premeditated attack, the young man had a plan 
to kill Muslims. He plowed his pickup truck at high speed into the family as they were out on an evening 
walk, waiting to cross a street. A 9-year-old boy, now an orphan, was the only survivor. The attacker 
was wearing body armor when he was captured near the London Muslim Mosque. 

There is no evidence that the attacker knew his victims; it seems he attacked them just because he 
identified them as Muslims. He hated them simply for who they were. 

We Jews are, unfortunately, all too familiar with senseless hatred. And of course, many of the same 
white supremacists who hate Muslims also hate Jews. No one should be killed, harmed, or vilified for 
who they are, whether it’s their religion, their nationality, their race, their sexual orientation, or for any 
other characteristic that identifies them as “different.” 

In biblical times, there was so much concern over boundaries and separating groups that violating the 
boundaries could be a capital crime. In this week’s Torah reading, Korach, the priests are given 
instructions for the services they will perform in the Mishkan, the portable temple. But the Torah 
cautions, only Aaron and his sons can go inside; any outsider who encroaches shall be put to death. 
A little further on in the Torah portion, the Torah affirms, “Israelites shall not trespass on the Tent of 
Meeting, and thus incur guilt and die.” 

Some people view themselves as the self-appointed guardians of the national purity, and outsiders 
encroaching their territory are subject to death. 

The Torah rejects the idea that anyone should be killed simply for who they are. The rabbis tell us that 
the reason mankind was created by way of Adam and Eve is so that no one could claim superior 
lineage over any else. We are all, each and every one of us, created b’tzelim Elohim, in God’s image. 

It’s easy to hate when you don’t know someone, when you see them as a one dimensional “other,” 
part of some group you find threatening. But these were real people. The father, 46-year-old Salman, 
worked as a physiotherapist. One of his supervisors said, "He was a great guy. He always had a smile. 
He was always positive, and upbeat and ready to help us with whatever needed to be done within the 
home on behalf of our residents." The mother who was killed, 44-year-old Madiha, was an engineer, 
working on completing a PhD. One of her students from when she served as a teaching assistant 
said, “I always remember she was super helpful. As a student I always asked a lot of questions. She 
was always able to stay after class, more than other teaching assistants. She was very helpful." 

We condemn this horrendous murder in the strongest possible terms. Our condolences go out to the 
friends and family of those who were killed, and to the entire Muslim community. We pray that God 
will speedily heal 9-year-old Fayez, and give him the strength to have a good life in the face of the 
unspeakable loss of losing his entire family in one day. 

Amen 


