
Nitzavim 

“You stand this day, all of you, before Hashem. Your tribal heads, your 

elders and your officials, all the men of Israel, you children, your wives, even 

the stranger within you camp, from woodchopper to water drawer, to enter 

into the covenant of the Lord Your Gd, which the Lord Your Gd is concluding 

with you this day, with its sanctions; to the end that He may establish you 

this day as His people and be your Gd as he promised you and as He swore 

to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  I make this covenant; with its 

sanctions, not with you alone, but both with those who are standing here 

with us this day and with those who are not with us here this day.” (29:9-

14) 

This was the end of Moshe’s “teaching” and reviewing the books of the Torah to 

the Israelites.  Moshe was now formally advising the Israelites in a more serious 

ceremonial assembly.  Here is my summary of Moshe’s short message to all the 

people that attended this ceremonial event. The words are timeless and still hold 

true today: 

“A promise was made, that promise was a relationship with Gd, the Master 

Architect of the World.  This is the same Gd who forty years earlier took you out 

of slavery in Egypt and placed you at the foot of Mount Sinai.  There you declared, 

tied to and affirmed your relationship with Gd. That was the Brit, the covenant 

between Gd and the Jewish people.  The people standing there proclaimed 

unanimously with their words, “All that Hashem has spoken we will do.” (Ex:19:8) 

This is the only bond with a Gd you shall have. This is the only deity you will set 

your direction towards.  This relationship was made because humans need truth 

to function and Gd is truth.  And all the instructions that Moshe and Gd spoke of 

were to set up a system of society that was different than the ‘goyim’. These laws 

were given as a gift to you so that you can live and thrive.  Additionally, this gift 

allows for you to function in a clear state, with clear rules and objectives.  All of 

you are a part of that knowledge.  This was Gd’s promise to you. Today and 

always, those that witnessed the miracle at Mount Sinai and those who were not 

there physically, but belong to the Israelite community, then and now.  And like 

any other committed relationship, unexpected things will happen.  You might 

think to leave or be disloyal.  You are human and temptation is great.  If you are 



sincere and you realize following the crowd is not the way, you can trust that no 

matter what happens, good or bad, in this relationship between you and Gd, you 

can work things out. And at any time, you can always come back. (30:2-4).  

Moshe concludes Parsha Nitzavim stating: “Without knowledge in how to live 

justly and fairly with your fellow human being, your animals and your 

surroundings your existence will be just that - an existence - and eventually you 

will perish. But with Torah knowledge and tradition you will have a life of 

blessings and humanity will prosper.  Choose life. (30:19)” 


