
Vayetze 

In our last Parsha of Toldot “Isaac sent Jacob off and he went to Laban, the son of 

Bethuel the Aramean, the brother of Rebeka, mother of Jacob and Esau.” (28:5) 

Parsha Vayetze begins with Jacob camping out under the stars on his long journey 

towards Haran.  “There he had a dream; a stairway was set on the ground and its 

top reached to the sky and angels of Gd were going up and down on it.”  (28:12) 

“The Lord was standing beside him and said, “I am the Lord, the Gd of your 

father Abraham and the Gd of Isaac: the ground on which you are lying I will 

assign to you and to your offspring. Your descendants shall be as the dust of the 

earth; you shall spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the 

south.  All the families of the earth shall bless themselves by you and your 

descendants. Remember, I am with you: I will protect you wherever you go and 

will bring you back to this land.  I will not leave you until I have done what I have 

promised you.” (28:13-16) This tremendous spiritual dream was Jacob’s “What 

just happened!” experience, which would stay with him until his death. This 

encounter of comfort: “it is going to be all right, just carry-on, you are going to 

succeed and survive, because I will be with you.” is a feeling which all humanity 

craves, especially in a lonely and uncertain time.  This is called in our mundane 

world, security.  Jacob received protection and reassurance (he did not realize he 

would need) as the rest of his life, starting with his running from his brother Esau, 

until his death, was wrought with many difficulties and misfortunes.   

Vayetze is a spiritual Parsha instead of a symbolic Parsha.  It speaks of deep 

feelings and of close personal relationships, not all of them positive or good.  We 

are introduced to our two Matriarchs Rachel and Leah the two daughters of Laban. 

Laban is the antagonist, a nasty character, who is Jacob’s father-in-law. We feel 

the intense emotions of Laban, Jacob and the two women.  There are many stories 

within this Parsha and it is a “great page turner, wanting to know what happens 

next in the story.”  There is the trick wedding (29:25), the two wives (29:28), the 

fertile and the barren, the jealousy. (29-30:24) After 20 years Jacob was totally 

frustrated with his situation in his father-in-law’s corrupt world. Jacob was 

cheated, spoken ill of, tricked and harassed. The Torah says, “Now Jacob became 

incensed and took up his grievance with Laban. “What is my crime, what is my 

guilt that you should pursue me? (31:36) Time and time again, Jacob was 

defending himself against a no-good, dishonorable man and his household. 



Gd’s protection and care for Jacob allowed him to amass a fortune of material and 

spiritual wealth.  His philosophy and character never deviated from that encounter 

with Gd at Beth El.  (28:19) The strength he had to endure in his relationship with 

Laban, his two wives and the household of Laban had to be nothing short of 

sainthood.  Jacob’s continuing saga is found throughout the rest of book of 

Breshite which will focus on Jacob’s life through his children’s storylines. 

Genesis is a book filled with family drama, from beginning to end.  The Jacob we 

read about in the Vayetze is the Jacob who developed and transformed into the 

man which his father Isaac saw as the correct child to receive the honored blessing. 

But Isaac sent Jacob to Laban, and Isaac must have known the character in which 

Jacob was to face.  Was this a test of faith (living among the dishonorable) for 

Jacob by Gd?  Another idea; Knowing that Jacob would probably succeed based on 

his patient personality, opposed to his son Esau, who might have “fought or even 

more disastrous, murder”, sending Jacob away to Laban, Isaac possibly had no 

choice for his son, and figured he could rise to the challenge.  


