
Va Ethannan 

In all the Torah, love is the central theme as it is the foundation of the world.  Gd 

created the world with love and the Torah’s philosophies are first and foremost, 

love.  Restraint and commandments are a form of love, as rules give direction and 

meaning.  Many psychologists and scholars attest to the philosophy that 

guidelines and rules are key in order to function without chaos.  In the beginning 

of our Parsha, Moshe is imploring the Israelites to follow the commandments.  By 

following these rules that were handed down by Gd to Moshe, to then teach the 

Israelites, they will have a better chance of a society filled with love and respect.  

The laws given to the people (mostly discussed in the book of Vayikra-Leviticus) 

were laws that would give them the making of a civilization that was fair and just, 

equal and balanced, and set the standard for a morally correct society.  The 

Israelites were to take this knowledge and set up their communities across the 

Jordan into the Promise Land.    

But who was to lead them, as Moshe was unable to go into the Promised Land? 

The first sentences of Parsha VaEthannan states: 

 “I pleaded with Hashem at that time, saying, “O Gd, You who let Your servant see 

the first works of Your greatness and Your mighty hand, You whose powerful 

deeds no Gd in heaven or on earth can equal! Let me, I pray, cross over and see 

the good land on the other side of the Jordan, that good hill country, and the 

Lebanon.” But Hashem was wrathful with me on your account and would not 

listen to me. Then Hashem said to me, “Enough! Never speak to Me of this matter 

again!” 

Gd allowed for a successor to continue their journey.  He allowed the people to 

continue even without Moshe. (3:28) The Israelites did not end their journey, they 

were beginning a new journey and doing so with the children as their guarantors. 

“Teach your children and your children’s children.” (4:9)  Therefore, Moshe 

needed to make sure the Israelites “took heed” in what he was saying and give 

the people the “review” of all they had learned and experienced (4:9) before he 

let them on their way.  These rules would give the community of Israelites the 

wisdom and discernment the other cultures would recognize as “people of a great 

nation.” (4:6) Moshe reminded the people that it was from love that Hashem gave 

them His teachings and it was through love that the laws and rules were based.  



“For what great nation is there that has a Gd so close at hand as is the Lord our 

Gd whenever we call upon Him? Or what great nation has laws and rules as 

perfect as all this Teaching that I set before you this day?” (4:7-8) 

Discipline and order of our society allows us to live with security and peace of 

mind.  This is the love Gd was giving the Israelites, and here we are continuing 

that same journey, those same commandments to us – with love. 


