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Robert Libman grew up in Chomedey as the oldest of four brothers. He graduated from 

Herzliah High School and then the McGill University School of Architecture in 1985 

with distinction and University scholar. In the 1980’s he worked for two large 

architectural firms in the Montreal area.  

 

As a result of rising nationalist sentiment in Quebec and the Liberal Government’s 

proposed tightening of language restrictions in Bill 101, he became interested in politics. 

Instead of leaving Quebec like so many of his generation, he decided to fight back via the 

ultimate democratic process. While in his twenties, he founded the Equality Party in 1989 

to fight for individual rights, bilingualism and Canadian federalism. He was elected to the 

National Assembly in the riding of D’Arcy McGee in that election along with three other 

Equality Party MNAs. 

 

In 1995 he published a book entitled “Riding the Rapids; The Whitewater Rise and Fall 

of Quebec’s Anglo Protest” which chronicled his experiences behind the scenes in the 

National Assembly and at the heart of Quebec Language politics during a very unique 

five year span, and in 1997 won a unanimous judgment before the Supreme Court of 

Canada striking down parts of Quebec’s Referendum Law.  

 

He also hosted a radio show on CJAD on Quebec public affairs in the late 1990s and has 

sat on or is still a member of various Boards of Directors of community organizations in 

Montreal, including Shaare Zedek for a while.   

 

He hosted for 3 years an open line radio talk show on CJAD dealing with Quebec public 

affairs and served as Quebec Regional Director of B’nai Brith Canada and the League for 

Human Rights. 

 

In 1998 he was elected Mayor of Côte Saint-Luc, and was named to the MUC 

Environment Commission. With the political reorganization of the Island of Montreal in 

2001 he was elected to City Council of the newly restructured City of Montreal, as the 

Mayor of the borough of Côte Saint-Luc / Hampstead / Montreal West and was named to 

the City of Montreal’s Executive Committee, given the portfolio of Urban Planning, 

Architecture and development. He was charged with devising the city’s new Urban 

Master Plan.  

 

In 2005 Robert Libman left active politics to return to the private sector and formed 

Libcorp Consultants Inc. 

 

In 2013 he was honored by the Jewish Eldercare Centre in Montreal in recognition of his 

contribution to community and the City. 

 

In 2015 he won the Conservative Party nomination for the federal riding of Mount-Royal 

and ran alongside Prime Minister Stephen Harper in the election. Later that year he was 

retained by Olymbec Developments to work as their in-house consultant on major 



projects from design conception to approvals and in 2021 he was named by the Montreal 

Gazette as their weekly Saturday political columnist on Quebec Public Affairs.  

 

He has published numerous articles on architecture, urban planning, politics and current 

events and was a part-time political analyst with CTV News, also appearing as a regular 

election night panelist.  

 

He has sat on, or is still a member of various Boards of Directors including the CLSC 

René Cassin Foundation for Vital Aging, having chaired its Seniors Housing Committee, 

Solomon Schechter Academy, B’nai Brith Canada, B’nai Brith House, Shaare Zedek 

Synagogue, the Canadian Institute for Jewish Research, Repercussion Theatre, Quartier 

Internationale (QIM) and the jury for “Quartier Concordia” 

 

Robert Libman is currently an architect and Gazette political columnist. He was a 

former MNA, member of the National Assembly for D’Arcy McGee and leader of the 

Equality Party. He was also the Mayor of Cote Saint-Luc and sat on the City of Montreal 

Executive Committee responsible for Urban planning.  

 

He is married with three sons, who have had their Bar Mitzvahs right here at Shaare 

Zedek.   

 

 

 


