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Since last Rosh Hashanah, in 5782,  our world has been 
buffeted by a number of unsettling developments. Russia’s 
immoral and illegal invasion of Ukraine, repeated waves of 
Covid 19 variants, the perilous march of climate change, 
the “freedom” convoy in Ottawa, the continued  political 
turmoil in the US, the overturning of Roe v. Wade, runaway 
inflation sparking fears of a recession, the rising tide of 
antisemitism, just to name a few.

The good news has been far less noticeable – but there 
was still some!

The united front shown by Western nations in the face of 
Putin’s naked aggression, the outpouring of help and hu-
manitarian aid that nations and people from around the 
world demonstrated toward the people of Ukraine (right 
now Habonim members are in Poland assisting in human-
itarian efforts there), the recent and dramatic climate 
change legislation passed in the US, the visit to Canada 
by Pope Francis and his apology to Canada’s First Nations 
for the church’s involvement in the oppressive residential 
schools system, the continued success of the Abraham Ac-
cords between Israel and her Arab neighbours - these are 
among the positive developments one can point to.

But still, much of the time,  if it seems to you like the world 
is heading toward the abyss, and careening wildly almost 
to the point of no return – you are not alone in feeling this 
way.

How does Judaism counsel us during these perilous times?

Judaism is an inherently optimistic religion. We are taught 
to cherish life, to build up our communities, to perfect our 
souls, to help our neighbors and try and see the best in 
other people.

But Judaism is not a pollyannish religion. Certainly Jew-
ish history has shown us that there were times when we 
experienced the worst in humanity and hope was in short 
supply.

And yet, when one looks at the grand sweep of world his-
tory there is reason for optimism.

Despite the angst many of us are feeling now, the Jew-
ish Harvard psychologist, Montreal born Steven Pinker, ar-
gued, in a 2011 interview,  that we are living in one of 
the most peaceful and prosperous times in human history.  
“War is not the only scourge that has declined over the 
course of history. Extreme poverty has been decimated: 
It’s gone from 90 percent of the world’s population to 10 
percent. Literacy has increased from about 15 percent to 
more than 85 percent. Prosperity has increased; longevity 
has increased from about 30 to about 71 years worldwide, 
and 80 in the developed world. Human flourishing has been 
enhanced in measure after measure…”
 
And there is also reason to be hopeful looking at the most 
recent experience in Jewish history.

CHOOSING HOPE OVER DESPAIR:  
ELI RUBENSTEIN
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CHOOSING HOPE OVER DESPAIR (CONT.)

Who for example, during the Holocaust, would have pre-
dicted the rise of the Jewish state just three years after the 
end of WWII?

I remember Holocaust survivor George Herczeg Z”L telling 
me the following story after his return from  the March of 
the Living:

“I’ll tell you a story: when we visited Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
the guide and the group went into one of the barracks. I 
was having back trouble, so I stayed outside. Suddenly, I 
hear sirens going off, and lights start flashing. Two motor-
cycles pass me by, followed by a few limousines, and more 
motorcycles, and a large number of Polish police and secu-
rity people. I learned later that one of the limousines was 
carrying Israel’s Cabinet Minister, Tommy Lapid, and Rabbi 
Israel Lau, Israel¹s former Chief Rabbi, both of whom were 
speaking at the ceremony in Auschwitz-Birkenau.

And you can’t imagine what an uplifting feeling that was, 
for me a survivor, to see an Israeli Minister and Chief Rab-
bi being escorted here in Auschwitz with such honor and 
dignity. All the money in the world couldn’t buy you such a 
feeling! And then we went to Israel.

On Yom Hazikaron (Israel’s Memorial Day for fallen sol-
diers) we attended a ceremony at Latrun, the museum to 
Israel’s tank core. And our students saw all these young 
soldiers, in uniform, standing on guard for the state of Is-
rael.

And written on the wall, we saw the names of 4,900 Israeli 
soldiers who died fighting with the Israeli Armored Corps 
since 1948: They sacrificed their lives not just for the state 
of Israel, but to defend all of world Jewry. And it’s so im-
portant to see that Israel exists today- and forever! I was 
in Jerusalem and I watched the sun rise over the city...and 
it was such an incredible, emotional feeling: to see what 
the Jewish people have built in this country.

For anyone who has lived through the Holocaust, to come 
on this trip, to leave Auschwitz-Birkenau and travel to Isra-
el, and to not be afraid or intimidated, to see us living as a 
free people - it’s a tremendous feeling; it gives you such a 
feeling of self-respect and dignity, you can’t imagine!

Every person in the world deserves to have such a feeling!

So even in the most challenging of times, there is reason to 
believe in the potential for a better tomorrow, even when it 
seems most hopeless to do so.

In the Talmud we come across the following debate:  For 
two and a half years, Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel dis-
agreed. These say: It would have been preferable had man 
not been created than to have been created. And those 
said: It is preferable for man to have been created than 
had he not been created. Ultimately, they were counted 
and concluded: It would have been preferable had man 
not been created than to have been created. However, now 
that he has been created, he should examine his actions 
that he has performed and seek to correct them. 

So for some reason, the usually optimistic, positive and 
lenient minded school of Beit Hillel became jaded and pes-
simistic about the nature of human existence – to the point 
that they agreed with Beit Shammai that humanity would 
be better to have never been created. Who knows what 
world events precipitated that sudden change of heart? 
Perhaps they recanted at a later time.

Regardless – note the conclusion of both parties.  Even if 
we despair of the human experience, this does not absolve 
us of trying to perfect ourselves in the world. We might feel 
pessimistic and cynical right now – but we must not  let it 
color our actions toward each other and the world.

Because, in the broad scope of history, humanity has the 
ability to right itself, to course correct, and find the right 
path. Maybe not in our lifetimes, but perhaps in the 
lives of our children or grandchildren. As Pirke Avot 
teaches us, “It is not upon you to finish the task, but 
neither are you free to abandon it.”

I once heard a speech from Mariane Pearl, widow of terror 
victim, Daniel Pearl, who shared a profound insight during 
her remarks.  In fact these were the last words her father, 
Hanso Van Neyenhoff, a mathematician and Dutch Holo-
caust survivor, shared with her before he took his life when 
she was only 9 years of age.

 “Don’t be cynical,” her father told her. “Cynicism is the 
weapon of the weak.”

So even in these most difficult times, let us never give into 
the forces of cynicism, despair and hopelessness.

After all, it is surely no mere accident that the national 
anthem of Israel and the Jewish people, is called - “Hatik-
vah” – The Hope!

I wish us and the entire world a more peaceful and hope 
filled 5783!
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Just a few weeks ago, the life of a brilliant, beau-
tiful, adventurous, kind, compassionate and vibrant 
young doctor who spent her life helping others was 
suddenly taken. 

She left a family shattered; friends, colleagues, and 
a community deeply saddened and in shock; and 
her partner, someone I care deeply about, mourning 
for the second time in his young life. When an un-
thinkable tragedy happens, where do you find faith? 
When there is no answer to “why”, how do you find 
hope? How do you comfort those who are griev-
ing an unimaginable loss? These are unanswerable 
questions. But as we approach the Days of Awe, it is 
hard not to ask them. How do we ask to be forgiven 
and inscribed in the book of life when the life of a 
extraordinary young woman who radiated positivity, 
and was so determined in her actions to make a dif-
ference, has been so randomly and abruptly taken? 

When there are no answers, perhaps we find hope 
and faith in the same place we questioned it. We find 

it in the life of the young woman whose premature 
passing gave life to four other people through her 
decision to donate her organs. In the many lives she 
saved by giving blood 38 times throughout her own 
life. And in the kindness she showed to all those she 
crossed paths with - family, friends, patients, col-
leagues and strangers. 

Her legacy lives on in the newly signed organ donor 
cards and blood donations she has inspired, not only 
in those who knew her, but also so many who didn’t. 
Perhaps we try to find hope and faith in a better to-
morrow in the same place that we lost it, even if we 
feel that faith isn’t always deserved. 

In loving memory of Dr. Candace Nayman 
Jan 10, 1995 - July 28, 2022 

Cheryl Grammer,
President

FROM OUR PRESIDENT

SOCIAL ACTION AT HABONIM
“As a liberal synagogue, Habonim embraces the view 
that Judaism is an agent for the advance of social 
justice for all members of the human race.”
Habonim Values Statement 1994

In keeping with Habonim’s core values, we have created a 
Social Action Fund at the synagogue which we will use to 
help fund volunteer-run programs for the marginalized and 
those in need. 

To date, we have organized several gently used clothing 
drives which were then sorted and distributed to programs 
directly serving those in need, and have started a weekly 
sandwich-making program. Our current recipients include 
Ve’ahavta, Seeds of Hope and Church of the Redeemer.

With an eye on the future, the goal is to organize more of 
these types of programs including, but not limited to:

• A weekly sandwich making program operating 9-10
months/year

• A regular baking program of making muffins, granola

   bars, and high-protein cookies

• A more frequent clothing drive for gently used winter
weather items, and the purchase of new undergarments
and socks

The idea is that as we grow into these types of programs, 
we will also grow the recipient list as there are many un-
der-served areas of the city that could use our help. Fur-
ther, these initiatives will engage congregants to partic-
ipate in more collective action-oriented programs which 
is a key theme that arose from the membership program 
survey of 2021.

The Habonim community has come together for the start of 
our Social Action initiatives. Now let’s take it to the next lev-
el. Please donate to the fund and let’s continue to build on 
being an agent for social action. Click here to donate today 
https://www.congregationhabonim.org/payment.php

Emily Rayson, 
Head of the Social Action Committee

https://www.congregationhabonim.org/payment.php
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SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 25 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM EREV ROSH HASHANAH LIVESTREAM

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 26 8:45 AM - 10:45 AM 1ST DAY ROSH HASHANAH - EARLY

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 26 9:15 AM - 10:15 AM CHILDREN’S SERVICES - EARLY LIVESTREAM

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 26 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 1ST DAY ROSH HASHANAH - LATE LIVESTREAM

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 26 11:15 AM - 12:15 PM CHILDREN’S SERVICES - LATE

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 27 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 2ND DAY ROSH HASHANAH LIVESTREAM

TUESDAY OCTOBER 4 6:15 PM - 8:15 PM KOL NIDRE - EARLY LIVESTREAM

TUESDAY OCTOBER 4 8:30 PM - 10:30 PM KOL NIDRE - LATE

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 5 8:45 AM - 10:45 AM YOM KIPPUR - EARLY

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 5 9:15 AM - 10:15 AM CHILDREN’S SERVICES - EARLY LIVESTREAM

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 5 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM YOM KIPPUR- LATE LIVESTREAM

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 5 11:15 AM - 12:15 PM CHILDREN’S SERVICES- LATE

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 5 4:00 PM TASHLICH (ALEX MUIR PARK)

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 5 5:30 PM NE’ILLA LIVESTREAM

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 5 7:30 PM (APPROX.) HAVDALLAH LIVESTREAM

This year High Holiday services will be in-person as well 
as online.

We encourage you to return to Habonim and participate 
in-person in our meaningful and song filled services, which 
will once again be led by Rabbi Noam Katz, Rabbi Cantor 
Aviva Rajsky and Kim Doron. Eli Rubenstein will be deliv-
ering his usual High Holiday sermons at both the early and 
late services.  In anticipation of our beautiful sanctuary 
being filled with our members, we will return to offering 
early and late services (see schedule below) as we have 
in the past.

On Monday August 29th you will receive an email which 
will enable you to choose your preferred service. You will 
have the choice of either an early or late service selection 

for the entire High Holiday Schedule. All services will be 
filled on a first come first serve basis, so be sure to watch 
your email to make your selection.

*If we find there is not enough demand to warrant two
services, we will adjust the timing to one service only. We
hope that you are as excited as we are to welcome every-
one back to in-person services!  We will advise you of any
adjustments when tickets are sent out.

We will also be having our popular Children’s service led by 
Josh, Mark and Shaina which will take place in the lower 
level, during regular services on 1st day Rosh Hashana and 
Yom Kippur. 

Your tickets will be emailed to you the week of September 
19th. 

HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES

HIGH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

GUEST TICKETS
We invite your family and friends to purchase guest tickets for our ONLINE services only. 

The cost is $360 for access to all High Holiday online services and can be purchased 
on our website or here::   
https://www.congregationhabonim.org/event/high-holiday-online-only-tickets.html 

Guests will not have access to on site services.

***Membership must be up to date to receive high holiday access

https://www.congregationhabonim.org/event/high-holiday-online-only-tickets.html
https://www.congregationhabonim.org/event/high-holiday-online-only-tickets.html
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UPCOMING SERVICES/EVENTS
Wednesday, September 14th, 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
(See flyer below)

Monday, October 17th, 10:30 am - 12:00 pm 
SHEMINI ATZERET YIZKOR SERVICE

Monday, October 17th, 7:00 pm 
SIMCHAT TORAH

Thursday, October 20th, 7:30 pm 
EVENING OF LIVE MUSIC
(See flyer below)

Friday, October 21st, 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE

Friday, November 25th, 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE

Sunday, December 18th, 1:00 pm -3:00 pm
HANUKKAH PARTY

Friday, December 23rd, 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE
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Meet and mingle while enjoying 
wine & cheese & a short music set 

Featuring
Rabbi Cantor Aviva Rajsky

and 
Tom Bellman

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 14TH
7:00 pm -8:00 PM

Refreshments will be served
Congregation Habonim

5 Glen Park Ave

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Featuring
Rabbi Cantor Aviva Rajsky

and 
Tom Bellman

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20TH, 2022
7:30PM - 9:00PM

Refreshments will be served
Congregation Habonim

5 Glen Park Ave

AN EVENING OF LIVE MUSIC

https://www.congregationhabonim.org/event/welcome-new-members.html
https://www.congregationhabonim.org/event/evening-of-live-music-.html
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Activities include:

Hebrew language basics – reading, writing, conversation
Jewish living - values and ethics, holidays and rituals, 
and Tikkun Olam and social justice
Jewish studies - Torah, Israel, prayers, history, stories, 
and heroes

What you can expect:

Creative, age-appropriate activities, using clear pedagogic model 
Fantastic teachers and facilitators
Lots of art - music, drama, visual arts
Family activities, including take-home Shabbat and holiday 
activities – we want everyone to be involved in making 
Judaism come alive!

THE JEWISH HERITAGE 
SCHOOL UPDATE

The Jewish Heritage School is open for registeration 2022/2023 school year. 

To register please visit: 
https://www.congregationhabonim.org/form/school-registration-2022/2023.html

We are happy to provide creative, inclusive Jewish education for students in SK-Grade 6. 
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Joe Rubin & Anita Adler on Zoe’s Bat Mitzvah

Lesley Arbus & Blake Genraich on Eli’s Bar Mitzvah

Liz Goldstein & Gary Gluckman on Michael’s Bar Mitzvah

Allison Weinstein & Arthur Drevnig on Max’s Bar Mitzvah

Matthew Bernstien & Chistina Blesa on Isabel’s Bat Mitzvah

Steven Miller & Mina Matsuda-Abedini on Sam’s Bar Mitzvah

Abby Goldstein & Jeffrey Biederman on Seth and Lucy B’nei Mitzvah

Shari Dworkin & Elan Thomas on Benjamin & Samuel’s B’nei Mitzvah 

Greenwald, Zweig and Klein Families on Jacob, Harrison & Evan’s B’nei Mitzvah 

Penny Balberman on the birth of her grandson Remi Moishe Brule

Shelley Levitt & Rob Shier on the birth of their grandson Rafael Lev Soberano. Also a 

hearty mazal tov to Shelly’s partner Marty Simon

EARN YOUR VOLUNTEER HOURS AT 
HABONIM 

Help set up the Sancturary for high holidays 
Sunday September 18th  2:00 pm -  5:00 pm
Pizza will be served

Teacher assistant Sunday mornings for Habonim’s Heritage 
School 

Contact Michelle for more information: 
Michelle@congregationhabonim.org 

CALLING ALL HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS

mailto:Michelle%40congregationhabonim.org?subject=
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EDIE WEISS

Canada’s Marketing Hall of Legends, one of Canada’s most respected industry awards, announced Edie Weiss, 
president and CEO of the Radke Film Group, as one of five of Canada’s newest Marketing Legends.  

Established in 1992, Radke has evolved into one of the preeminent production companies in the world, including 
some of the most sought after directors on the international scene. 

Mazal Tov to Edie Weiss on this richly merited award!

NEWS
CONGREGATION HABONIM MEMBER NEWS 
What our amazing congregants have been up to.

DR. NAOMI AZRIELI

Congratulations to Dr. Naomi Azrieli, Chair and CEO of 
the Azrieli Foundation, on being named an Officer of 
the Order of Canada, for her leadership in bringing 
people and institutions together to solve pressing 
problems in science, health, education and community 
- and her advocacy for neurodiverse people, caregivers
and Holocaust survivors.

The work of Dr. Naomi Azrieli and the Azrieli Foundation 
has profoundly transformed the lives of so many for 
the better, and we salute her on receiving this well 
deserved honour!
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In Memoriam

May their families be comforted among the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

Yahrzeit reminders are now being sent. To receive your reminder please update your family 
Yahrzeits by contacting the office. 

Honour the memory of your loved one.

Memorial Plaque $360
Oval Shaped Eitz Chaim Tree leaf $180 

Please contact the office for more information or to send tribute and condolence cards.

YAHRZEITS

 Jerry Shulman
 Marion Bogo

 Dennis Kavelman Sr.
 Victor Shawn

 Mary Winemaker
 Harold Whalen
 Nina Muskat

 Harry Gorman

Ethel Davis
Oskar Rajsky
Max Nisker
John Duffy
Anne Smith

Karen Barbara Stekel
Mildred Dolman

Greta Liebel

Shirley Granovsky
Bob Berman

Ian Mark Abramowitz
Irving Abella

Max Eisen
Rose Roberts

Mourning those who passed away
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Centrally located in midtown Toronto, our new, modern and sophisti-
cated event space is ideal for any occasion. From intimate 
cocktail receptions, private parties, and weddings and galas, to 
corporate functions, lectures, and educational programs, our flexible 
space can accommodate multiple configurations. Our neutral pale 
wood palette, private courtyard and light filled lobby provide the 
perfect backdrop for any event. 

The main sanctuary o�ers 4,000 sq ft of open space with a partition that 
can divide the room in half. There is a large second space in the lower 
level, which is also available for your private use. Our state -of-the-art 
kitchen mirrors a restaurant inspired setting, and we o�er a variety of 
sizes of round tables, tableware for 250 guests, as well as 2 acrylic white 
and chrome bars and 4 matching high top cruisers. We have a capacity 
of 250 guests seated, up to 400 for a reception, and an industry leading 
sound system. Our building is fully accessible, and street parking is 
available. 

EXCLUSIVE  CATERERS 
ENCORE CATERING

TOBEN FOOD BY DESIGN
HEARTY CATERING

PLEASE CONTACT MICHELLE AT 416.782.7125 OR
MICHELLECONGREGATIONHABONIM.ORG

TO BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT

LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT VENUE? 
BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US! 
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RELIGIOUS LEADER 
Eli Rubenstein 
Email: elir@bell.net 

PRESIDENT
Cheryl Grammer
Email: grammercheryl@gmail.com

CANTORS 
Rabbi Cantor: Aviva Rajsky avivar@rogers.com 
Cantor: Kim Doron kimdoron@rogers.com 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Robin Zionce-Garber
Email: robin@congregationhabonim.org 

FACILITIES COORDINATOR 
Michelle Goldman
Email: michelle@congregationhabonim.org 

VOLUNTEER DIRECTOR OF SCHOOL OPERATIONS 
Jackie Ruderman 
Email: habonimschool@gmail.com 

Information and contributions to 
THE BULLETIN 

Contact: Michelle Goldman, 
michelle@congregationhabonim.org

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE  
INFORMATION 
www.congregationhabonim.org

Are you MOVING, CHANGING your ADDRESS, PHONE 
NUMBER OR EMAIL?

Contact the Habonim office:
Tel: 416-782-7125 or
Email: office1@congregationhabonim.org

mailto:elir%40bell.net?subject=
mailto:grammercheryl%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:avivar%40rogers.com?subject=
mailto:kimdoron%40rogers.com?subject=
mailto:robin%40congregationhabonim.org?subject=
mailto:michelle%40congregationhabonim.org%20?subject=
mailto:habonimschool%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:michelle%40congregationhabonim.org?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/congregationhabonimtoronto/
https://www.facebook.com/Congregationhabonimoftoronto/
https://www.facebook.com/Congregationhabonimoftoronto/
http://www.congregationhabonim.org
mailto:office1%40congregationhabonim.org?subject=
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4600 Bathurst Street, Suite 340, Toronto, ON M2R 3V3 | email: info@jewishfreeloan.ca

Assistance 
for Jewish 
Ukrainian
Newcomers
JFLT has partnered with UJA to offer  
interest-free loans to Ukrainian-Jewish 
newcomers arriving through the Canada-Ukraine Authorization 
for Emergency Travel, and other official programs.

Guarantors not required. 

jewishfreeloan.ca
info@jewishfreeloan.ca   •  416-635-1217

CLICK HERE TO APPLY

https://jewishfreeloan.ca/



