
What a year it has been. Just one year ago we ushered 
in 5780 in Habonim’s spectacular new building, proud of 
what we as a congregation had accomplished in just a few 
short years, and looking forward to a very bright future. 
We held our children’s services in the beautiful lower lev-
el with our original stained glass windows, and our main 
services in the light filled sanctuary on the main level. We 
honoured the sacrifices of our ancestors with the Holocaust 
remembrance wall on the main level lobby, and our depart-
ed loved ones with the Tree of Life and new wood etched 
Y’artzeit plaques. 

Most of our early members were refugees from Central 
Europe. Their stories were varied: some were Holocaust 
survivors; some were part of the Kindertransport. All ar-
rived in Canada after WWII and began to frequent the New 
World Club, an organization that was dedicated to helping 
these newcomers settle into Canadian life. In 1953, they 
organized High Holiday services, and in 1954, they began 
to hold regular religious services with a distinctive style. 
This style preserved the ritual of Liberal Judaism, which 
was a mainstream religious force in Germany and Cen-
tral Europe, positioned between Reform and Conservative. 
Their circumstances were far more dire than ours, and yet 
they somehow created something beautiful from nothing. 

In 1955, the Congregation was officially chartered. We be-
gan holding services in rented premises at 44 St. George 
Street, Toronto and then moved to the Borochov Centre 
on Lippincott Street.  In 1958, the present building was 
rented, and then purchased in 1968. The building was de-
molished in the spring of 2018 and we were welcomed 
back to our beautiful new building in the fall of 2019. We 
are here to stay.

As most of you know, we held a very successful building 
campaign, raising over $12MM by the time the building 

was complete. Our members have been incredibly gener-
ous, with a number of large foundation gifts and a 70% 
participation rate overall. Not surprisingly, construction 
costs were higher than the preliminary pre-construction 
estimates, and we entered the building with a $2.5MM 
funding gap to fill. While we have made modest progress 
towards reducing our debt, current circumstances derailed 
our 2020 fundraising plans. Our goal is still to pay off the 
remaining debt and be mortgage free as soon as possible, 
reducing strain on our annual operating budget. 

Most pledges made in 2016 were five year pledges, with 
the final 2020 payment to be made this year. A number of 
donors have generously extended their commitment for 
an additional year, adding a sixth pledge in 2021. We re-
alize that these are challenging times for many, but if you 
are able to extend your pledge for an additional year it 
would collectively go a long way towards closing the gap. 
Alternatively, if your circumstances allow and you are able 
to make a new or additional one-time gift at any level, it 
would be deeply appreciated. We recognize that our com-
munity’s needs are great and that we are still in a period 
of uncertainty, but it is a collaborative effort that built Ha-
bonim and that will sustain it. If you have any questions 
about your current pledge, or would like more information 
on the naming opportunities that remain, please contact 
the office at (416) 782 7125 or Robin at robin@congre-
gationhabonim.org and she will put you in touch with our 
leadership. 

This year, like the rest of the world, we are gathered at 
home and the future is uncertain. But rest assured, the 
future of Habonim is not. May we all continue to go from 
strength to strength. 

Shana Tova. 
Cheryl
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Covid19 High Holidays will soon be here. While we will not 
have the chance to be together physically and celebrate 
in our beautiful new shul, we will congregate in a different 
way (on Zoom) led in an inspiring way by my very talented 
and committed colleagues.   

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kipper 5781 will be different.  
This year, when we chant B’rosh Hashana Yicatavun,  and  
pray for a positive judgement, we will do so with greater 
intensity and more purpose than ever. We will because this 
pandemic that has gripped the entire world, without leav-
ing one single country behind, has shown all of us, very 
clearly, our lives and our future, are both in our hands 
- and are not.

We know now, after months of social isolation, wearing 
masks and sanitizing our hands, it is we who have played a 
serious role in flattening the curve, and ensuring health for 
our ourselves, our family, but similarly, for our neighbours 
and even those who live outside our borders. 

The world has truly become one as we come to the realiza-
tion that we are all responsible for the future of humanity 
and the planet we inhabit.

But while we may be comforted by Canada’s recent prog-
ress in flattening the curve, we cannot relax, at least not 
yet. We must be ever cautious, and vigilant. For if we are 
not, all the work we have put into combating this destruc-
tive virus will be undone. 

On the other hand, there is something in the wind which 
tells us we are not entirely in control of our destiny. We 
recognize now, more clearly than ever, the fragility of life, 
at each report on our city’s Covid19 numbers, or those of 
the country, continent, and world we live in. 

All of this - the individuality of our task, the collectiveness 
of our goals, and the unpredictable nature of the virus, 
ensures that High Holidays this year will take on a very 
distinct nature. Our prayers will likely be more concrete, 
more real; the Habonim community and the energy we 
glean from it will be more important than ever, and our 
relationship with our Jewishness will be more compelling, 
vital and valuable. 

One last thought: Some of us may be gripped by a gnaw-
ing fear  that life will never revert to what it once was..or if 
it does, it will not resume for a very long while. But I have 
hope and the faith that humanity is equipped with the re-
silience to overcome even this devastating virus, through 
empathy, compassion and a shared belief in our common 
destiny.

May we all be inscribed in the Book of Life in 5781, and 
for a healthy and peaceful New Year. And let us hope that 
in 5782 we will once again be able to greet each other in 
person at #5 Glen Park Avenue with a hearty Shana Tova.

NOTE FROM ELI RUBENSTEIN

High Holidays are just around the corner and we are now 
making arrangements for members to help with the ser-
vices where possible.  

This year, because we will not be together in person, 
there will only be 1 service per day (no early and late 
services).  

Due to the circumstances there will be fewer honors this 
year and all the aliyot will be read in Hebrew. 

The aliyot will be done from the comfort of your home. 
Details will follow to all the volunteers.  

It is a mitzvah to have an honour at services!  

If you are able to help out, please answer these brief 
questions.  

Please reply by Thursday, September 10th.  

Any questions may be directed to: 
CharissaLevy18@gmail.com. 

WE INVITE YOU TO PLAY A 
ROLE IN OUR HOLIDAY  
SERVICE!

FILL OUT FORM
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FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 18 6:00 PM EREV ROSH HASHANAH

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 19 10:00 AM 1ST DAY ROSH HASHANAH

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 19 2:00 PM CHILDREN’S SERVICES

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 20 10:00 AM 2ND DAY ROSH HASHANAH

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 27 7:00 PM KOL NIDRE

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 28 10:00 AM YOM KIPPUR

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 28 2:00 PM CHILDREN’S SERVICES

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 28 4:00 PM TASHLICH (ALEX MUIR PARK)

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 28 5:15 PM NE’ILLA

High holiday Services will all be held online this year.

Login links will be sent out on Monday, September 14th.

If you would prefer to listen to the services by telephone, 
please contact the office for details.

GUEST TICKETS 

If you have other family members who would like 
to purchase tickets to our services they can do so 
below:

HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES

Machzor Pick up:
Monday, September 14th, 10am -12pm
Tuesday, September 15th, 10am -12pm
Wednesday, September 16th, 10am -12pm
Wednesday, September 16th, 6-8pm
Thursday, September 17th, 10am -12pm

Machzors Returns:
Tuesday, September 29, 10am-12pm
Wednesday, September 30th, 10am-12pm
Wednesday, September 30th, 6-8pm

MACHZORS

If you would like to borrow a Machzor the following contactless pick up times will be available:

https://www.congregationhabonim.org/event/
high-holiday-services-.html

CHILDREN’S SERVICES only can be purchased below:

https://www.congregationhabonim.org/event/fami-
ly-services-.html

HIGH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

Please reserve your Machzor HERE

If you would like a Machzor but are unable to pick it up please let the office know and we 
will do our best to arrange a drop off. There will also be a PDF copy sent out with the links 
to the services.

TICKETS $360

TICKETS $180

*If there is someone in your family membership that 
requires their own login please call or email the office and 
we will send them their own link.
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Programming is a core element of our synagogue. As we contin-
ue to develop new programs and refine current ones, we’re look-
ing for your feedback to gauge areas of interest.

We invite you to take a few minutes to complete a short survey to help us bring more 
programs that are of interest to you 

If you have any other suggestions please send them to Michelle Goldman,  
Michelle@congregationhabonim.org. Thank you. 

COMPLETE SURVEY

PROGRAMMING

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10TH, 10:00 am
Yizkor Service

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10TH, 7:00 pm
Simchat Torah

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23RD, 6:00 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20TH, 6:00 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat 

FRIDAY, DECMBER 11TH, 6:00 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat

 

UPCOMING SERVICES
 

KNOW AN INCOMING 
JEWISH UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT?

Do you know a high school graduate who is at-
tending university in Ontario in the fall? 

Send them a welcome package from Hillel 
Ontario, your home for Jewish campus life. 

Plus, they’ll be signed up to receive their cam-
pus Hillel newsletter so they don’t miss out on 
Jewish programming, making new friends and 
other great opportunities. 

Get your student acquainted with Jewish 
campus life even before school begins!
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We would like to say a huge thank you to Adi Barel for her 
tremendous work in creating and leading Habonim’s B’nai 
Mitzvah program for the last six years. Adi’s enthusiasm 
and passion for Jewish studies, and dedication to tikkun 
olam, truly made her an inspiration to all her students and 
colleagues. 

Although Adi will be greatly missed, we are very fortunate 
to have Suzanne Hersh taking over as the Program Di-
rector of B’nai Mitzvah Education for the Jewish Heritage 
School at Congregation Habonim. Suzanne’s passion, en-
thusiasm, and warmth ensures that the program continues 
on in excellent hands! 

We are thrilled to welcome Mira Lyonblum as Habonim’s 
Education Director. Mira will oversee the Hebrew school at 
Habonim, as well as family and youth programming for the 
Congregation. She has worked in youth programming for 
over a decade, focusing on programs that promote lead-
ership and social justice education. Currently, Mira coordi-

nates and teaches the B’nai Mitzvah program at Danforth 
Jewish Circle and has overseen translating classes and cer-
emonies online in creative and engaging ways. She has 
worked at many synagogues as a Hebrew schoolteacher, 
tutor, and youth group advisor. Please join me in welcom-
ing this wonderful new addition to the Habonim commu-
nity.

Hebrew school registration for the 2020/2021  
academic year are now open. We realize that so much 
is strange and uncertain at this time, including your chil-
dren’s education. When times are tough, holding on to our 
communities is more important than ever. We want our 
school to be a place where students and their families can 
dive into exploring their Jewish selves. We’re eager to work 
together with you so that, while it may look different than 
we had imagined and hoped it would be, this year will be 
an enriching, exciting, and fun one. Stay tuned! 

For inquiries, please email habonimschool@gmail.com.

THE JEWISH HERITAGE 
SCHOOL UPDATE

Uri Igra & Annette Kussin on Devra’s marriage to Nadav 
Pollak

Rachael and Gennady Ferenbok on Gabrielle’s Bat Mitzvah 

David and Michelle Leiter on birth of their son Jonah 
Reuben, proud grandparents are Sam and Anita  
Lieberman, Larry and Karen Leiter and Barbara Lazar 

PROGRAMMING  
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Ben Hamilton
Ide Haber
Karen Kadish
Dr. William Singer
Irwin Weiser
Ruth Levy
Shirley Cadesky
Pauline Milrad
Cecile Metrick

Patricia Singer
Gerald Cooper
Dorothy Dime
Sally Levin
Benjamin Alexander Sutin
David Dime
Ruth Edelmuth
Norton Medline

In Memoriam
Mourning those who passed away in the last year

May their families be comforted among the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

Yahrzeit reminders are now being sent. To receive your reminder please update your family 
Yahrzeits by contacting the office. 

Honour the memory of your loved one.

Memorial Plaque $360
Oval Shaped Eitz Chaim Tree leaf $180 

Please contact the office for more information or to send tribute and condolence cards.

YAHRZEITS

Help as we join Diaspo-
ra communities across 
North America in sup-
port of our unbreak-
able bond with the 
people of Israel

SUPPORT ISRAEL

https://www.israelbonds.ca/registerlogin/


RELIGIOUS LEADER 
Eli Rubenstein 
Email: elir@bell.net 

PRESIDENT
Cheryl Grammer
Email: grammercheryl@gmail.com

CANTORS 
Cantor: Aviva Rajsky avivar@rogers.com 
Associate Cantor: Kim Doron kimdoron@rogers.com 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Robin Zionce-Garber
Email: robin@congregationhabonim.org 

FACILITIES COORDINATOR 
Michelle Goldman
Email: michelle@congregationhabonim.org 

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION
Mira Lyonblum
Email: habonimschool@gmail.com

VOLUNTEER DIRECTOR OF SCHOOL OPERATIONS 
Jackie Ruderman 
Email: habonimschool@gmail.com 

Information and contributions to 
THE BULLETIN 

Contact: Michelle Goldman, 
michelle@congregationhabonim.org

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE  
INFORMATION 
www.congregationhabonim.org

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
www.jewishheritageschool.org 

Are you MOVING, CHANGING your ADDRESS, PHONE 
NUMBER OR EMAIL?

Contact the Habonim office:
Tel: 416-782-7125 or
Email: office1@congregationhabonim.org
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