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“Never again did there arise in Israel a prophet like Mo-
ses—whom God knew face to face…... for all the great 
might and awesome power that Moses displayed before all 
Israel.” (Deuteronomy 34:10-12)

When I was attending York University in my younger years, 
I first came across the “great man theory of history” perhaps 
best summed up by the quote from Scottish philosopher 
Thomas Carlyle: ‘The history of the world is but the  
biography of great men’.

In other words, history and society are primarily shaped 
by the power, drive and influence of certain charismatic 
individuals.

This quote obviously overlooks the contributions of millions 
of other “not so great” members of society, the unfamous 
women and men, who also, one may argue, play a critical 
and synergistic role in the nurturing of the individual and 
the continuing development of human society.

A somewhat differing position to the “great man view” is 
the well-known African proverb: “It takes a village to raise 
a child” which argues that a multiplicity of forces contribute 
to the development of a child, and, indirectly, all of society. 
The same might be said about historical movements – that 
an individual’s effort, no matter how mighty – is only part
of any story of dramatic change in the world.

As we enter 2023, and start encountering the book of Exodus 
in our weekly Torah readings, we come across the beginnings 
of the story of Moses, arguably the greatest and most  
influential figure in Jewish history. And yet, it took a “village” 
for Moses to even exist, never mind develop, into the  
towering heroic figure he became.

In the history surrounding the early years of Moses, we see 
that a number of brave acts committed by those around 
him, actually contributed to his existence, and to the person 
he ultimately became.

As is well known, in the beginning of Exodus, a new Pharaoh 
arises over Egypt “who did not know Joseph”. He brutally 
enslaves the Children of Israel and even commands 
that all new born Israelite male infants be thrown into the 
Nile River.

So despondent and crushed are the Hebrew male slaves, 
they inform their wives they no longer wish to have children 
since their sons’ deaths are almost a certainty. But their 
wives insist otherwise, arguing that their female children 
still have a chance to live.

But as it turned out, even the male babies were able to 
survive because of the heroism of the midwives in Egypt, 
who refused to follow Pharaoh’s command. They claimed 
that the Israelite women were giving birth too quickly for 
them to intervene.

MOSES & THE ORIGINS OF GREATNESS  
ELI RUBENSTEIN
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MOSES & THE ORIGINS OF GREATNESS (CONT.)

So with the help of these God fearing midwives, the baby 
Moses who was born to Yocheved and Amram, is delivered 
from Pharaoh’s heartless decree. Realizing that the baby’s 
life is still in danger, Yocheved and her daughter Miriam, 
take Moses down to the Nile, where they cast him adrift in
a tiny ark, a protected basket insulated with pitch, hoping 
a kind soul will rescue the child.

As fate would have it, the Princess of Egypt was bathing in 
the river and came across the baby Moses floating in the 
Nile. She heard the desperate cries, looked into the baby’s 
eyes and simply could not turn away. For she saw another 
human being, a helpless innocent child in need of protec-
tion and nurturing.

In a moment of extraordinary courage and empathy,  
fully knowing this was a Hebrew child, she made a decision 
that would alter the course of history forever. And so she  

decided to save the child - an act that would end up saving 
the entire Jewish people. Yocheved becomes the wetnurse 
for the baby Moses and thereby able to instill in him his 
Jewish identity and loyalty to his enslaved Hebrew breth-
ren - and of course you know the rest of the story!

Moses was certainly a great man who dramatically trans-
formed the course of history.

But his greatness, even his existence, was only made pos-
sible by a village of women – Egyptian and Israelite, family 
and complete strangers, royalty and common folk - who 
rescued him from near death and taught him the values of 
courage, compassion and loyalty.

Of such powerful influences is the fabric of greatness  
fashioned.

“The Order of Canada recognizes ordinary people 
 for extraordinary feats”

As I read this headline in a CBC news article this morning 
I thought how perfectly fitting the description was 
for Habonim’s most recent Officer of the Order 
of Canada recipient, Eli Rubenstein. For while the Order 
of Canada often recognizes extraordinary Canadian 
celebrities and household names (Sidney Crosby and  
Eugene Levy may have you beat there Eli), it also honours 
everyday citizens who make major contributions to their 
country. In addition to Eli’s appointment, member Dr.  
Allan Edward Gross was also honoured with the appoint-
ment as a Member of the Order of Canada for his significant 
advancements in bone and cartilage transplantation as a 
renowned orthopaedic surgeon, educator and researcher. 
Eli and Allan join a growing list of other distinguished  
Habonim appointees, all of whom have made significant 
and notable contributions to our society. Mazel Tov to both 
of you on this honour!

The article goes on to describe Eli as an “educator of injus-
tice”. As Eli so aptly points out to the interviewer, “teaching 
students about the Holocaust doesn’t only help combat  
anti-semitism, it also fights against all kinds of intoler-
ance. It’s about fighting all forms of racism and injustice”. 
With Habonim’s roots so intricately linked to those who  

survived the horrors of the Holocaust, and the resurgence of  
anti-semitism, racism and so many forms of intolerance 
and hatred, this is a timely and important reminder. It is 
not enough to just say “never again”. We must continue 
to speak for those who perished, and record and share  
survivor stories. But we must also strive to educate and 
inform those who are misinformed, and speak out and de-
fend all minorities against hate crimes and discrimination. 
We will continue to look to you Eli to lead the congregation 
in this direction, and speak the truth in defiance of those 
who aim to repress it.

As we begin 2023, the doors of the synagogue are fully 
open! We are excited to be back in business hosting  
weddings, baby namings, B’nei Mitzvah services and cele-
brations, Kabbalat Shabbat services, musical programs and 
a variety of other programs and events. Please reach out 
to the office if you require assistance planning a life-cycle 
event, want to volunteer, or have an idea for a program. 

Wishing everyone a healthy and productive year ahead, 
and hope to see many of you at Habonim over the coming
months.

Cheryl Grammer,
President

FROM OUR PRESIDENT
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We are busy planning for the winter/spring season! 

The successful sandwich making program for Seeds of 
Hope returns, and has been expanded to incorporate a 
youth component to give teenagers the opportunity to give 
back and earn community service hours. 

Aviva and Tom will be performing at our “Beat the Blues” 
concert coming up in February, a follow-on to the highly 
successful music night held in November. If you missed 
their performance the first time, make sure you register 
for their encore performance. 

With Passover quickly approaching we all need some cooking 
inspiration. We will be hosting Bonnie Stern, beloved 
teacher and bestselling cookbook author and her daughter 
Anna Rupert for an exciting Passover cooking event. And  
finally, if you have kids or grandchildren, mark your calendar 
for the March 5th Purim Carnival. 

As always, if you have program or speaker suggestions, 
please contact Michelle at michelle@congregationhab-
onim.org or by calling the office at (416) 782-7125.

PROGRAMMING

 

UPCOMING SERVICES/
EVENTS

Thursday, February 9th, 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
BEAT THE WINTER BLUES WITH AVIVA AND TOM

Sunday, March 5th, (details to follow)
PURIM CARNIVAL

Thursday, March 23rd, 7:00 pm
COOKING WITH BONNIE STERN AND ANNA RU-
PERT 

Friday, March 24th, 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE

Friday, April 21st, 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE

mailto:michelle%40congregationhabonim.org?subject=
mailto:michelle%40congregationhabonim.org?subject=
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SOCIAL ACTION AT HABONIM
“As a liberal synagogue, Habonim embraces the view 
that Judaism is an agent for the advance of social 
justice for all members of the human race.”
Habonim Values Statement 1994

In keeping with Habonim’s core values, we have created a 
Social Action Fund at the synagogue which we will use to 
help fund volunteer-run programs for the marginalized and 
those in need. 

To date, we have organized several gently used clothing 
drives which were then sorted and distributed to programs 
directly serving those in need, and have started a weekly 
sandwich-making program. Our current recipients include 
Ve’ahavta, Seeds of Hope and Church of the Redeemer.

With an eye on the future, the goal is to organize more of 
these types of programs including, but not limited to:

• A weekly sandwich making program operating 9-10  
   months/year
• A regular baking program of making muffins, granola  

   bars, and high-protein cookies

• A more frequent clothing drive for gently used winter  
   weather items, and the purchase of new undergarments  
   and socks

The idea is that as we grow into these types of programs, 
we will also grow the recipient list as there are many  
under-served areas of the city that could use our help. 
Further, these initiatives will engage congregants to par-
ticipate in more collective action-oriented programs which 
is a key theme that arose from the membership program 
survey of 2021.

The Habonim community has come together for the start of 
our Social Action initiatives. Now let’s take it to the next level. 
Please donate to the fund and let’s continue to build on 
being an agent for social action. Click here to donate today 
https://www.congregationhabonim.org/payment.php

Emily Rayson, 
Head of the Social Action Committee

The membership fee is set each year by the Board of  
Directors. The membership fee for returning members for 
the 2023 calendar year is $1,420 for families, $710 for 
singles, and $340 for young adults. Consistent with the 
prior year, there is also a one-time initiation fee of $1800 
for new members. 

Much thought goes in to setting the membership fee each 
year. The Board conducts a thorough review of projected 
costs and revenues, as well as the operating environment, 
prior to making this determination. Inflation has had a 
significant impact on our ongoing operating, staffing and 
maintenance costs, and an increase in annual dues is re-
quired to partially offset these non-discretionary cost in-
creases.

Even with this increase, our annual dues remain far below 
the average for Toronto synagogues of a similar size to 
ours. We have been able to maintain lower dues partially 
through the long term rental of the 2nd level of our building 
to Brightpath, and through diligent fiscal and operational 
management.

We made progress in reducing our debt from $3.8MM at 
the end of 2021 to $2.9MM at the end of 2022, in large 
part due to some of our generous donors accelerating their 
payments. While we continue to work towards reducing 
the debt on the building, we expect to have a $2.5MM debt 
outstanding after all current pledges are fully paid in 2025.

To assist your congregation with reducing its debt, and to 
support the operation of our much larger building and our 
high quality services and programming, please thoughtfully 
consider making a voluntary contribution on your annual 
dues statement. Your contribution is necessary to support 
the financial health of the synagogue and ensure a strong 
and vibrant Habonim community for all of our members 
now and in the future.

Should you have any questions, please contact the office 
at 416-782-7215 or office1@congregationhabonim.org. 
We are thrilled to have our doors fully open this year, 
and to welcome you back in person for services, simchas,  
programs and school!

DUES 2023

https://www.congregationhabonim.org/payment.php
mailto:office1%40congregationhabonim.org?subject=
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A FEW FIRSTS IN THE  
NEW BUILDING

First Baby Naming - for Carolyn Edelstein & Mark Smith twin babies 
Luke & Natalie

Our first concert - with Aviva Rajsky & Tom Bellman with Jim Gelcer, 
Neil Gardiner, Jack Johnston and David Rodenberg

First Wedding - Joey Bacauanu and Oren Kumer December 10, 2022
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Shalom Habonim, 

Over the past few months, the students have been very 
busy. Every Sunday starts with Hatikvah, followed by a dis-
cussion of the week’s Parsha and the upcoming holidays.  

In class students reviewed the Alef Bet letters, Hanukkah, 
and learned about the creation of the world. This included 
hands-on activities and a project-book that students took 
home before the break. Students also enjoyed teacher 
electives that included crafts, music and drama. The school 
joined together to create the Hanukkah play with songs in 
Hebrew and English which we performed at the Hanukkah 
party. 

The B’nai Mitzvah students learned about the timeline of 
the Jewish people and the key characters from biblical 
times, through different exiles and conquerors. Students 
also discussed writings of Maimonides and led a tzedakah 
projects as part of their learning of Tikkun Olam. 

The coming months will focus on cities in Israel, Hebrew 
reading and letter identification. We will discuss the up-
coming holidays: Tu bishvat, Purim and Pesach, and the 
values they teach us. 

Guy Mannheim
Director of Education

THE JEWISH HERITAGE 
SCHOOL UPDATE

Hanukkah Party with Bex in Motion
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Sloane Litchen & Jay Oelbaum on Joshua’s Bar Mitzvah 

Karen Fonn & Dennis Kavelman on Summer’s Bat Mitzvah 

Candice Factor & Corey Marr on Noah’s Bar Mitzvah 

Alexa Abiscott & David Sevitt on Zachary’s Bar Mitzvah 

Erica & Leah Weisz on Sienna’s Bat Mitzvah

Michelle & Stephen Neufeld on Max’s Bar Mitzvah

Jon & Natasha Finkelstein on the birth of their baby boy Judah Eric 

Carolyn Edelstein & Mark Smith on the birth of their twin babies Luke & Natalie 

Cheryl & Marc Newburgh on the birth of their first grandchild Maya Rose

Congratulations to Habonim member Kathleen 
“Katie” Taylor on being appointed as York  
University’s next Chancellor. 

Katie Taylor and her family - husband Neil Harris 
and their three children - have been long time 
Habonim members. Since 2014, she has 
served as the chair of the board of the Royal 
Bank of Canada (RBC), the first woman to chair 
the board of a major Canadian bank, and is the 
the former president and CEO of Four Seasons 
Hotels and Resorts. 

We wish Katie Taylor much luck and success 
in her new position as Chancellor of York  
University, Canada’s second largest university 
with over 50,000 students. York University is 
indeed fortunate to have Katie Taylor at the 
helm of this most vital Canadian institution.

KATHLEEN TAYLOR

NEWS
What our amazing congregants have been up to.
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DR. BETTY ROZENDAAL - YOM KIPPUR NEAR  MACHU PICCHU

One of our members, Dr. Betty Rozendaal, an avid trav-
eller, was on her way to Machu Picchu, Peru during the 
2022 High Holiday season. She decided to stay in the Star-
Dome Peru hotel, a stunning geodesic dome, built in the 
Sacred Valley close to Machu Pichhu by one of our be-
loved members, the late Bob Berman.  (See: https://www.
travelandleisure.com/hotels-resorts/stardome-peru-luxu-
ry-boutique). After Bob’s passing in May 2022,  the dome 
and land were donated back to the Quechuan people in 
Bob Berman’s name.

Here is a short note Dr. Rozendaal sent during her trip, af-
ter listening to our online Habonim Yom Kippur service on 
her way to this famous mystical location.

Dear Eli,

I wanted to comment and thank you for your Yom Kippur 
sermon on climate change.

As you know I’m In Peru now and managed to connect to 
listen to the service through the internet  on my Iphone as 
I was being jostled and bounced around in the back seat of 
a taxi on my way to the StarDome hotel near Machu Picchu  
which Bob Berman built.

It was actually quite surreal as I listened to his name being 
called out in memory of members that passed away this 
year.

Prior to becoming a naturopathic doctor I worked for many 
years as an environmental consultant in the energy indus-
try on climate change issues.

I also spent a several years studying glaciers in the Rockies 

while working on my Masters degree. That was over 30 
years ago and it is sad to see so many things have changed 
and although progress has been made there is still so much 
to do. Just like in other parts of the world the glaciers, in 
Peru are melting. The pollution and emissions from buses 
are cars are bad although some people have part electric 
cars. 

Even in many pristine areas there is a lot of garbage - it’s 
not easy implementing these changes in developing coun-
tries, let alone developed ones.

It’s not only young people that have climate change anx-
iety.

I personally decided to change careers to become a Natu-
ropathic doctor for several reasons including finding that 
working on climate change was so very slow politically and 
at times depressing.

As a Naturopathic doctor, I try to teach the importance of 
climate change issues by showing the effect that climate 
change has on our health and trying  to influence personal 
decisions and purchasing choices towards healthier ones 
for the individual and in turn for our planet.

It’s more productive for me personally to address climate 
change issues this way. 

Attached are some  photos from the trip and of the Star-
Dome Hotel. It’s very spectacular and a great legacy to 
Bob Berman’s memory.

Dr. Betty Rozendaal

NEWS (cont.)

https://www.travelandleisure.com/hotels-resorts/stardome-peru-luxury-boutique
https://www.travelandleisure.com/hotels-resorts/stardome-peru-luxury-boutique
https://www.travelandleisure.com/hotels-resorts/stardome-peru-luxury-boutique


9

As you recall, a group of Habonim members sponsored a 
Syrian refugee family in 2016.  Many others from the syna-
gogue generously contributed their time, funds and in-kind 
donations.

Khadije Al Hamoud (second from left) and her children Fati-
ma and Ali Abdu (on right) became Canadian citizens on 
January 10th during a Zoom ceremony.  They were cheered 
on by Habonim member Gina Shochat-Rakoff (centre).  
Adam (lower left) didn’t have to do a thing because he was 
born in Canada three years ago.  Ahmed (Jan) Abdu (the 
dad) may one day take his citizenship test.  Right now, he is 
busy working at a body shop.  Khadije, who has been taking 
courses, is getting experience as a volunteer and is about to 
look for paid employment.

The family decorated the apartment with red and white bal-
loons and took their oaths proudly in front of their Cana-
dian flag.  Following the ceremony, those present from the 
sponsorship group got to indulge in Khadije’s homemade 
stuffed grape leaves and tabouli, and delicious shawarma 
and treats from a nearby restaurant.  The Canada flag cake 

for dessert, which the family arranged, brought it all home.

It’s been a joy to become friends with this family and to see 
them reach this milestone.  

Committee Members from Habonim:
Tom Bellman
Carole Cowan-Levine and Allan Kaplan
Karyn and Bernie Farber
Mark Goldstein
Shelly Haber
Roseanne Mason
Liza Mauer
Elisa Nuyten
Ruth Rakoff
Eli Rubenstein
Linda and Stephen Sandler
Paula Schipper
Gina Shochat-Rakoff and Vivian Rakoff z’l
Debbie Tarshis
Bill Tishler
Barbara and Harry Wylde

MEET SOME NEW CANADIANS!

NEWS (cont.)
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HISTORIC STAMP REKINDLES FRIENDSHIP

Please see article from the most recent edition of Canadian Stamp News about a Canadian Holocaust stamp that rekin-
dled a prewar friendship. The article is based on a sermon given by Eli Rubenstein during Habonim’s 2021 High Holiday 
services.
Reprinted with permission from Canadian Stamp News (CSN),Sep 13, 2022.

NEWS (cont.)

4             September 13, 2022 • CANADIAN STAMP NEWS •  www.canadianstampnews.ca

After a brief conversation with To-
ronto-based Holocaust educator, 

writer and filmmaker Eli Rubenstein, I 
want to dedicate this week’s commentary 
to a fascinating stamp-related story he 
graciously shared with me.

Rubenstein is the long-time national 
director of Canada’s March of the Living, 
a two-week educational experience in Po-
land and Israel, where hundreds of Cana-
dians travel each year to learn alongside 
Holocaust survivors. While he’s currently 
on medical leave, Rubenstein is the only 
person whose involvement in the March 
of the Living stretches back to its Cana-
dian inception in 1988.

The stamp story begins nearly a cen-
tury ago with Robert Engel, who Rubens-
tein called a “remarkable man.” Born in 
1923 in Berlin, Germany, Engel fled his 
homeland as a teenager for Holland, 
where he “fought in the Jewish under-
ground until he was caught by the Nazis 
and sent to Westerbork,” a Second World 
War transit camp, Rubenstein added.

“He was liberated by Canadian troops 
in the spring of 1945, and his moment of 
liberation is absolutely wonderful to be-
hold. He talks about the Canadian troops 
singing a song. He didn’t know what the 
song was, but he said that he knew it was 
important, and later he said that it was 
the most beautiful song in the world.”

The song was O Canada, our country’s 
national anthem.

“When he tells this story, he chokes up 
with tears and says, ‘As soon as I heard 
those words, I knew I was free.’”

You can watch a short film, produced 
by the March of the Living with Engel ex-
plaining his liberation story, at youtu.be/
vrggjuc8ZhQ.

Engel then moved to Toronto, where 
he served as a long-time volunteer with 

Scouts Canada and the Toronto Star’s 
Santa Claus Fund while also working 
with the Scouts in Israel.

With deserving reverence, Rubenstein 
described Engel as “a wonderful and in-
credibly kind and generous human be-
ing.”

“He would say, ‘I’m Jewish and they’re 
Christian, but it’s a mitzvah to give light 
into children’s lives whatever religion 
they are.’ He was just an extraordinary 
human being.”

1995 STAMP
On Nov. 9, 1995, Canada Post issued a 

single commemorative stamp honouring 
Holocaust survivors with several contem-
porary artifacts plus people who experi-
enced the horrors of that aspect of the 
war.

“One of those people was Robbie En-
gel,” said Rubenstein, who added Engel 
donated his pre-war photographs and 
identity papers to Toronto’s Holocaust 
Centre before they were sent to the Can-
ada Post.

While Canada Post generally refers to 
jazz pianist Oscar Peterson, who was fea-
tured on a 2005 issue, as the first living 
person honoured on a Canadian stamp, 
Engel is one of several earlier examples 
whose depictions were chosen not for a 
specific commemoration but to represent 

a broader topic such as Holocaust survi-
vors.

The 1995 stamp shows just half of En-
gel’s face, “and of course, Robbie was 
very honoured that his face happened to 
be chosen, but what’s even more interest-
ing about this story is that an elderly 
stamp collector by the name of John 
Prince in Sarasota, Fla., was looking 
through a magazine that featured that 
stamp,” Rubenstein added.

“John Prince happened to go to the 
same Berlin school as Robbie Engel in the 
1930s. At that time, Robbie Engel and his 
Jewish friends just disappeared one 
day. John Prince didn’t know what hap-
pened. He asked his teachers, but nobody 
told him.”

Prince recognized Engel’s face – “even 
though it was only half of an image on a 
tiny postage stamp,” Rubenstein said – 
and he contacted the Holocaust survivor 
in Toronto. After confirming Engel’s 
cameo, Prince asked if they could reunite 
when he planned to visit Toronto the fol-
lowing year.

“Robbie agreed even though he wasn’t 
so sure about meeting him since, obvi-
ously, during the Second World War, John 
Prince would have most likely gone on to 
join the German army to fight against the 
Allies,” according to Rubenstein.

“When they met, he found out some-
thing amazing: in fact, John Prince was 
only in Germany because his father was 
stationed there for business. Shortly be-
fore the war, they returned to England, 
and John Prince, in fact, served in the 
RAF (Royal Air Force) and fought for the 
Allies against the Nazis.”

Aside from what Rubenstein called a 
“touching ending where Robbie finds out 
that his childhood friend fought against 
the Nazis,” this story “reminds us of the 
preciousness of childhood friends and 
that no matter how many years have 
passed, we still maintain an unbreakable 
bond with them.”

“They will always hold a special place 
in our hearts because of our shared his-
tory.”

It was six decades since Prince had 
seen Engel, but when just half of his face 
appeared on a Canadian stamp, the rec-
ognition was immediate.

“Such is the exceptional reach and 
power of a childhood friendship,” Ru-
benstein added.  W

By Jesse Robitaille
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In this corner of each issue, our writers will 
work with collectors, dealers and other nu-
mismatic leaders to uncover practical 
knowledge for people who are looking to 
bolster their hobby. To submit an inquiry, 
email info@trajan.ca or write to ‘Pick Our 
Brain,’ PO Box 25009, Rose City RO, 
Welland, ON L3B 6G9.

Reader B. Roesch writes: “When 
was Canada’s national flag first fea-
tured on a Canadian stamp?”

Canada’s  nat ional  f lag ,  the 
iconic red-and-white maple leaf de-
sign proclaimed by Queen Elizabeth 
II in January 1965 and raised for the 
first time on Parliament Hill a month 
later, made its inaugural appearance 
on a stamp (Scott #439) that June. The 
Canadian Bank Note Company 
(CBNC) designed and printed the 
five-cent stamp in red and blue with 
the flag composing the central por-
tion in red and white while flying on 
a mast in a moderate breeze. The 
stamp’s blue background mimics the 
surrounding sky. CBNC artist Harvey 
Thomas Prosser designed the stamp 
while Allan Alexander Carswell en-

graved the picture and Gordon Mash 
engraved the text. The horizontal is-
sue marked the first of many Cana-
dian stamps to feature the country’s 
flag across many designs, values and 
formats.

Pick ourPick our
BRAINBRAIN
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In Memoriam

May their families be comforted among the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

To receive your reminder please update your family Yahrzeits by contacting the office. 

Honour the memory of your loved one.

Memorial Plaque $360
Oval Shaped Eitz Chaim Tree leaf $180 

Please contact the office for more information or to send tribute and condolence cards.

YAHRZEITS

Ethel Davis
Oskar Rajsky
Max Nisker
John Duffy
Anne Smith

Karen Barbara Stekel
Mildred Dolman

Greta Liebel
Shirley Granovsky

Bob Berman
Ian Mark Abramowitz

Irving Abella
Max Eisen

Rose Roberts

Arthur Linder
Dr. Martin Blackstein

Renee Kaiman
Howard Levy

Sidney Finkelstein
Muriel Steinberg
Colette Landau

Mourning those who passed away in the past year
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Centrally located in midtown Toronto, our new, modern and sophisti-
cated event space is ideal for any occasion. From intimate 
cocktail receptions, private parties, and weddings and galas, to 
corporate functions, lectures, and educational programs, our flexible 
space can accommodate multiple configurations. Our neutral pale 
wood palette, private courtyard and light filled lobby provide the 
perfect backdrop for any event. 

The main sanctuary o�ers 4,000 sq ft of open space with a partition that 
can divide the room in half. There is a large second space in the lower 
level, which is also available for your private use. Our state -of-the-art 
kitchen mirrors a restaurant inspired setting, and we o�er a variety of 
sizes of round tables, tableware for 250 guests, as well as 2 acrylic white 
and chrome bars and 4 matching high top cruisers. We have a capacity 
of 250 guests seated, up to 400 for a reception, and an industry leading 
sound system. Our building is fully accessible, and street parking is 
available. 

EXCLUSIVE  CATERERS 
ENCORE CATERING

TOBEN FOOD BY DESIGN
HEARTY CATERING

PLEASE CONTACT MICHELLE AT 416.782.7125 OR
MICHELLECONGREGATIONHABONIM.ORG

TO BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT

LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT VENUE? 
BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH US! 
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RELIGIOUS LEADER 
Eli Rubenstein 
Email: elir@bell.net 

PRESIDENT
Cheryl Grammer
Email: grammercheryl@gmail.com

CANTORS 
Rabbi Cantor: Aviva Rajsky avivar@rogers.com 
Cantor: Kim Doron kimdoron@rogers.com 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Robin Zionce-Garber
Email: robin@congregationhabonim.org 

FACILITIES COORDINATOR 
Michelle Goldman
Email: michelle@congregationhabonim.org 

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION 
Guy Mannheim
Email: habonimschool@gmail.com

VOLUNTEER DIRECTOR OF SCHOOL OPERATIONS 
Jackie Ruderman 
Email: habonimschool@gmail.com 

Information and contributions to 
THE BULLETIN 

Contact: Michelle Goldman, 
michelle@congregationhabonim.org

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE  
INFORMATION 
www.congregationhabonim.org

Are you MOVING, CHANGING your ADDRESS, PHONE 
NUMBER OR EMAIL?

Contact the Habonim office:
Tel: 416-782-7125 or
Email: office1@congregationhabonim.org
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