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CALENDAR OF
EVENTS
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

FRIDAY, JANUARY 24
8:15 pm Kabbalat Shabbat with speaker
Ellin Bessner

As we welcome in 2020, it’s worth looking back to what has been a
remarkably satisfying year.

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 1
10:00 am Bat Mitzvah of Chase Godfrey
daughter of Noah and Erica Godfrey

In September, we celebrated the long-awaited opening of our new
synagogue and the opportunities it has created to strengthen our
congregation for the future. Our High Holiday services were filled to
capacity and it was magical to hear the congregation’s voices fill our
beautiful new sanctuary with the sweet and beautiful music that make
our services so engaging and meaningful. Our physical surroundings
might be new, but the core of what makes Habonim special is, and
always has been, our people, from Eli and Aviva, to each and every
one of our members, and the collective energy we create.
The new building has also provided our Jewish Heritage School with
wonderful new facilities. Our principal, Suzanne Hersh and Volunteer
Director, Jackie Ruderman have taken every advantage of this new
space, with enrolment flourishing and our kids thriving in the
environment.
Michelle Goldman has been a valued addition to our staff and is
actively seeking ways to expand our programming and maximize use
of our building. We all look forward to hearing more about Michelle’s
efforts in the months to come.
Clearly, the new building has created new energy and opportunities,
but we still have work to do to ensure the congregation is mortgage
free going forward. We have launched an “Over the Top” campaign to
secure the final $2,000,000 needed to achieve this goal. New
members are encouraged to join the ranks of those who have
generously contributed. And for those who have already given, we’re
hoping you will be open to giving just a little extra. In the true
Habonim way, together we will get there!
Here’s to a wonderful 2020!
Joanie Smith, President

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8
5:00 pm Bat Mitzvah of Lucy Bickley
daughter of Julie Soloway and Brian Bickley
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26
2:00 pm – 4:00 PM Speaker, Rena
Nickerson, Country Manager of Soda Stream
Canada
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28
6:15 pm Family Kabbalat Shabbat
8:15 pm Adult Kabbalat Shabbat
FRIDAYS, FEBRUARY 28 – APRIL 3
11:30 am J Stixx Baby weekly classes (see
flyer below)
SUNDAY, MARCH 8
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Purim Party with the
Jewish Heritage School
FRIDAY, MARCH 27
8:15 pm, Kabbalat Shabbat with The
Mashuganotes
SATURDAY, MARCH 28
10:00 am Bat Mitzvah of Gabrielle Ferenbok
daughter of Gennady & Rachael Ferenbok

All congregants are welcome to attend
Shabbat morning and afternoon services
when there is a Bar or Bat Mitzvah.
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Wondering what's
new at the Jewish
Heritage School?

Parents or grandparents and siblings
are invited to join us for the service,
and later, at pick-up time, to come sing
with us as we conclude our morning
with music.

Our whole school is new! Whether it's
hafsaka (recess) in the fabulous
Esther Ganz Firestone Youth Hall on
the lower level, or music in the lovely
east sanctuary on the main floor, we
have been finding wonderful ways to
learn and develop our school
community in our beautiful new and
expanded synagogue. The return of
our Pizza in the Hut Sukkot
celebration was definitely one of the
highlights of the fall term.

When we're not singing, the focus is on
learning Hebrew, especially how to
read, and on developing an
understanding and appreciation of
Jewish wisdom and tradition. We also
continue to offer electives, a selection
of fun activities that expand the
children's learning and social
opportunities. Look for Book Club when
classes resume in 2020!
If you or someone you know would be
interested in working with us as a
supply teacher, teaching assistant or
teen volunteer, please get in touch.
suzanne.habonim@gmail.com

We were very happy to welcome
musician and teacher, Joshua Skye
Engel, back to our school. We begin
each Sunday morning at 9:30 with a
Havdalah service that Josh leads.
Havdalah is a brief and captivating
service that appeals to the five
senses; it's a wonderful way to
engage students in Jewish practice.

Film: Le Chemin des
Juifs
On the evening of Saturday,
November 9th - Kristallnacht - a
capacity crowd filled Habonim’s
sanctuary for its first community
wide program in our new building:
the Toronto premiere of the film Le
Chemin des Juifs (The Road of the
Jews). The film featured the
eloquent testimony of Auschwitz
survivor David Shentow Z”L, one of
the few people in the world who
survived the construction of Le
Chemin des Juifs, a concrete road
that Belgian Jewish slave labourers
were forced to build by the Nazis
during the war.

We are excited to continue exploring
the possibilities for dynamic children's
education in our new synagogue - and
in this new decade!

The evening was introduced by an
inspiring rendition of Havdalah and
other songs, led by the Habonim
Choir, conducted by Aviva Rajsky
and accompanied by Tom Bellman
who were joined by March of the
Living participants. Film director
and violin virtuoso Daniel
Bhattacharya flew in from England
to present the film and to conduct
a live version of the film's haunting
musical score, composed by
renowned film composers Patrick
Savage and Holeg Spies. Mr.
Bhattacharya played lead violin for
the piece, and conducted the 7piece musical ensemble, which
included students from Ontario’s

Royal Conservatory musicians performing the theme from Le Chemin des Juifs

Aviva leading Havdalah

Royal Conservatory of Music, along with
keyboardist Daniel Rubinoff. Following
the film, a moving panel discussion
ensued with Daniel Bhattacharya, film
producer Koa Padolsky from Ottawa,
and Lori Anne Shentow, David
Shentow’s daughter, moderated by Eli
Rubenstein. Several of David Shentow’s
family members were in attendance
including his widow Rose Shentow. The
event was part of Toronto’s 39th annual
Holocaust Education Week and was cosponsored by March of the Living/Jewish
Federations of Canada-UIA, and the
David Shentow March of the Living
Legacy Fund at the Jewish Foundation
of Greater Toronto. For photos, click
here. For video, click here
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In November Habonim hosted
WordSwap
WordSwap trains Israelis from different cultural and ethnic
backgrounds, including Bedouins, Druze, and Jews to engage
North American students and communities in conversation.
These young people give others the opportunity to know Israel
for what it really is - a complex, diverse and beautiful country.
This event was a joint presentation of Stand With Us Canada.

Jody & Jason Kimelman on Maxwel’s Bar Mitzvah
Lesley Arbus & Blake Genraich on Jacob’s Bar Mitzvah
Dana Glassman & Zack Fuerstenberg on Maya’s Bat Mitzvah
Susan Goodman & Philip Haid on Daniel’s Bar Mitzvah
Liz Goldstein & Gary Gluckman on Rachel’s Bat Mitzvah
Allison Bernatt & Peter Kazdan on Sammy’s Bar Mitzvah

Shira & Mitch
Green on
Aviva &
Jonah's B'nai
Mitzvah

Jordan & Alexis Slatt on the
birth of their son Jack
Bernard Slatt

Talia & Boaz
Freeman on
Noam's Bat
Mitzvah

Joe Rubin & Anita Adler on
Lily’s Bat Mitzvah

Carolyn Edelstein & Mark Smith on their
wedding (daughter of Habonim members Morry
Edelstein and Laura Rachlin)
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NEWS

Aviva Rajsky and Eli Rubenstein recently attended the
installation of their colleague Rabbi/Cantor Audrey
Kaufman at the Am Shalom synagogue in Barrie, Ont.

Aviva Rajsky Sings National Anthems at Raptors
Historic Win on the First Night of Chanukah! View Video

Notes from the Habonim Office
 Membership renewals were sent out in January. Please pay your
dues by March 15th to avoid a late fee.
 All 2019 tax receipts will be sent out by the end of February.
 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Bookings - We are now booking into 2023. Please
be sure to contact the office to secure your preferred date

In Memoriam
Mourning those who passed away in the last year
Albert Kruger
Kitty Schafer
Dorothy Dash
Jacob Schwartz
Irving Borchiver
Dr. Ruth Pike
William Israel Marcovitch
Sara Gorman
Evelyn Lax

.

Joan Kishner
Dr. Mladen Vranic
Sylvia Levy
Rhoda Vyner
Harvey Sterling
Ben Hamilton
Ide Haber
Karen Kadish

May their families be comforted among the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

Yahrzeits
Yahrzeit reminders are now being sent. To receive your reminder please update your family
Yahrzeits by contacting the office.
Honour the memory of your loved one.
Memorial Plaque $360
Oval Shaped Eitz Chaim Tree leaf $180
Please contact the office for more information.
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CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
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Our first Chanukah
celebration
In conjunction with the Jewish
Heritage School, Habonim held its
first Chanukah celebration in our new
building on the first night of
Chanukah on Dec. 22, 2019.
Kim, Aviva, Josh and Tom, delighted
the children and their families with a
rousing rendition of some classic
Chanukah tunes and Eli told some of
his favourite Chanukah stories.
The children also played Chanukah
games and enjoyed delicious latkes
and jelly dough nuts — and of course
lit one candle marking the first night
of Chanukah.
Despite this being the start of the
winter break, there was a full house
in attendance.

Our first High
Holiday service in
our new building
2019
After rehearsing their songs for the High
Holidays, our Choir (plus one family pet!)
posed for a group picture in the Green
Family Courtyard before our first High
Holiday services in our new building in
September 2019.

www.congregationhabonim.org
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RELIGIOUS LEADER
Eli Rubenstein, 416-398-2615 Email: elir@bell.net
CANTORS
Cantor: Aviva Rajsky avivar@rogers.com
Associate Cantor: Kim Doron kimdoron@rogers.com
PRESIDENT
Joanie Smith, 416-833-1232
Email: smith1958@icloud.com
HABONIM OFFICE
Office: 416-782-7125
Email: office1@congregationhabonim.org

Information and contributions
to THE BULLETIN
Contact: Michelle Goldman,

Robin Zionce-Garber - General Manager
Email: robin@congregationhabonim.org
Michelle Goldman – Facilities Coordinator
Email: michelle@congregationhabonim.org
Volunteer Director of School Operations
Jackie Ruderman habonimschool@gmail.com

michelle@congregationhabonim.org

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE
INFORMATION
www.congregationhabonim.org
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
www.jewishheritageschool.org

Are you MOVING, CHANGING your ADDRESS,
PHONE NUMBER OR EMAIL?

Call the Habonim office:
Tel: 416-782-7125 or
Email: office1@congregationhabonim.org

To SEND TRIBUTE & CONDOLENCE CARDS:
Contact the Habonim Office

www.congregationhabonim.org

