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All congregants are welcome to attend Shabbat morning and afternoon services when there is a Bar or Bat Mitzvah.

Sat Sept 21 10:00 am B’nai Mitzvah of Aviva & Jonah Green children of Shira & Mitch Green

Sat Sept 21 4:30 pm Bat Mitzvah of Noam Freeman daughter of Talia & Boaz Freeman

SEE HIGH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE ON PAGE 2

Sat Oct 5 offsite Bar Mitzvah of Maxwell Kimelman son of Jody & Jason Kimelman

Sat Oct 19 4:00 pm Bar Mitzvah of Jacob Genraich son of Lesley Arbus & Blake Genraich

Mon Oct 21 10:00 am Yizkor service

Mon Oct 21 7:00 pm Simchat Torah service

Sat Oct 26 offsite Bat Mitzvah of Maya Fuerstenberg daughter of Dana Glassman & Zack Fuerstenberg

Sat Nov 2 offsite Bar Mitzvah of Daniel Haid son of Susan Goodman & Philip Haid

Sat Nov 9 offsite Bar Mitzvah of Rachel Gluckman daughter of Liz Goldstein & Gary Gluckman

Sat Nov 16 10:00 am Bat Mitzvah of Lily Rubin daughter of Joe Rubin

Calendar of Events

5 Glen Park Avenue · Toronto · Ontario · M6B 4J2
B U L L E T I N



HIGH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
Date Service Time Service leader Main Cantor Sermon 
Sun Sept 29 Erev Rosh Hashanah 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM Eli Rubenstein & 

Rabbi Noam Katz 
Aviva Rajsky Rabbi  

Noam Katz 
Mon Sept 30 Rosh Hashanah Day 1 

EARLY 
8:15 AM – 10:45 
AM

Rabbi Noam Katz Kim Doron Eli Rubenstein 

Children’s service  
EARLY 

9:15 am – 10:15 AM Josh Engel,  
Mark Feldman & 
Shaina Silver-Baird

Rosh Hashanah Day 1 
LATE 

11:00 AM – 1:30 
PM 

Eli Rubenstein Aviva Rajsky Eli Rubenstein 

Children’s Service  
LATE 

11:15 am – 12:15 
PM 

Josh Engel,  
Mark Feldman & 
Shaina Silver-Baird

Tues Oct. 1 Rosh Hashanah Day 2  
ONE SERVICE 
ONLY 

10:00 AM – 12:30 
PM

Eli Rubenstein & 
Rabbi Noam Katz 

Aviva Rajsky &  
Kim Doron

Michael 
Soberman

Tues Oct. 8 Kol Nidre EARLY 6:00 PM – 8:15 PM Eli Rubenstein Aviva Rajsky Eli Rubenstein 
Kol Nidre LATE 8:30 PM – 10:45 

PM 
Rabbi Noam Katz Kim Doron Rabbi  

Noam Katz 
Wed Oct 9 Yom Kippur EARLY 8:15 AM – 10:45 

AM 
Rabbi Noam Katz Kim Doron Rabbi  

Noam Katz 
Children’s service  
EARLY 

9:15 am – 10:15 am Josh Engel,  
Mark Feldman &  
Shaina Silver-Baird

Yom Kippur LATE 11:00 AM – 1:30 
PM  

Eli Rubenstein Aviva Rajsky Eli Rubenstein 

Children’s Service  
LATE 

11:15 am – 12:15 
PM 

Josh Engel,  
Mark Feldman & 
Shaina Silver-Baird

Tashlich 4:00 PM Rabbi Noam Katz 
Minchah 5:15 PM Eli Rubenstein & 

Rabbi Noam Katz
Aviva Rajsky &  
Kim Doron

Martyrology 
NE’ILAH Aviva Rajsky &  

Kim Doron
Havdallah Approx. 7:15 PM 
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UJA’s Community Security Team advises congregants  
to follow these security protocols over the High Holidays:
 • Use only designated doors when entering or exiting the synagogue
 • Follow security procedures (such as bag checks and ticketing)
 • Do not let other people into the synagogue. This is the role of security guards and designated 

volunteers/ushers. Please notify them ASAP if you witness an unknown person attempting to  
enter the building

 • Be aware of your surroundings while on the premises and while walking near the synagogue.  
If you witness a person, vehicle, or bag that appears out of place, notify the closest security guard  
or volunteer ASAP

 • In the event of a security or medical emergency, please notify the closest security guard or  
volunteer ASAP

 • If you SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING. Trust your instincts and notify a security guard 
or volunteer ASAP if you witness anything suspicious

All High Holiday services will take place at our  
beautiful new building at 5 Glen Park Ave. 
Children’s services will take place in the lower level. There is a staircase and elevator on  
the west side of the building. You may enter the building from the East or West entrance.

There are limited parking spaces available at the back of the building. Please do  
not park in the drive way. If you would like to drop someone off, please enter the 
parking lot from the east side of the building (it is one way) and drop of at the  
west side main doors.

Habonim will be following the security protocols recommended by UJA (see below). Under these 
security protocol every member must have their ticket to access each service. Please ensure that 
you are attending the correct service as per your ticket. For Children's services, both you and your 
child will need to present your tickets upon entry.

Thank you for your cooperation and shana tova!

It’s not too late to play a role  
in the high holiday services!
It is a mitzvah to have an honour at services! If you wish  
to participate, please email CharissaLevy18@gmail.com 3
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Message from the President
With the New Year quickly approaching, I am delighted to report that 
construction of our new synagogue is near completion.  Everyone who 
has been inside the building has nothing but wonderful things to say, with 
the most frequent comment being how beautifully the interior design has 
captured the spirit and warmth of Habonim.  

The exterior finishing on the other hand, which was selected to help reduce costs, did not turn out the way 
anticipated and, unfortunately, many have commented that is not in the character of Habonim and does not 
convey an inviting feeling to the outside world.  Respecting this feedback, we are exploring options to correct 
the situation in order to make the building one that every member is proud of.

From the campaign perspective, we continue to do extremely well, having raised $12,000,000 to date.  Our goal 
remains to be mortgage free and we are therefore launching an “Over the Top” campaign to secure the final 
$2,000,000 needed to achieve that objective.  The focus of this campaign will be to approach members who have 
yet to make a contribution as well as those who made early contributions who may be in a position to add to 
their original commitment in order to help get us across the finish line.  Eli and Aviva continue their incredible 
effort in this regard, and together, we are confident we will reach our goal and celebrate our new, beautiful and 
mortgage-free home in the very near future.

Wishing you and loved ones a New Year filled with health and happiness.  Shana Tova U’metuka!

Joanie Smith
President
Congregation Habonim Board of Directors

The Board of Directors has established a new committee, the Chaverim Committee, that will be responsible 
for sending out personal notes to Habonim members during major life cycle events and special occasions, 
for example, mazel tov cards to members who have celebrated bar/bat mitzvahs or are recently married, 
thank you cards for members who have made special contributions, welcome cards for new members 
upon joining Habonim, get well cards for members who are going through a rough patch and sympathy 
cards for members who have suffered a loss. The cards have been made and the program is ready to begin. 
We are now looking for volunteers who would be willing to join the committee and lend some of their 
time to send a personal note to their habonim friends/chaverim! If you are interested in participating,  
please contact Lauren Black at laurenbblack@gmail.com
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Mazal Tov on Recent Simchas
 ❖ Karen & Jared Stekel on Naomi’s Bat Mitzvah
 ❖ Morris Shawn & Lili Shalev-Shawn on Gabriella’s Bat Mitzvah 
 ❖ Gita and Uri Samson on Evora’s Bat Mitzvah
 ❖ Jonathan Rogers and Jessica Lax Vanek on their wedding (see pictures)
 ❖ Jolee Vanburen & Andrew Webster on their wedding (see pictures)
 ❖ Sophie Berg & Joe Wolfond on their Wedding (see pictures) 
 ❖ Ori Belavin & Erin Rechtsman on Sean's Bar Mitzvah

Jonathan Rogers and Jessica Lax Vanek 

Jolee Vanburen & Andrew Webster & proud 
parents Edye Rome & Charles Webster

Sophie Berg & Joe Wolfond



Holocaust Education Week - Film Event
Date: November 9, 2019 Time: 8:00pm
Location: Congregation Habonim, 5 Glen Park Avenue
Le Chemin des Juifs - A Survivor’s Journey (2017, 65 mins)
The indelible testimonial of David Shentow, Canadian WWII 
immigrant and Holocaust survivor lies at the heart of a remarkable 
journey that begins in 1942 on Le Chemin des Juifs, a forgotten 
road in Northern France. David's eloquence and vivid recounting 
of events will indelibly mark the heart and conscience  
of every viewer.

There is an obscure road in northwestern France, simply known as Le Chemin des Juifs — The Road of the 
Jews. It was constructed during WWII by Jewish slave labourers to allow access to Hitler’s Atlantic Wall. 
Today there is a memorial stone, along with the footprints of 2,500 Belgian Jewish workers who were deported 
to labour camps in Northern France by the Nazis. One of the workers was David Shentow of Ottawa, then a 
teenager from Antwerp, Belgium. He would subsequently be deported to Auschwitz and then Dachau, from 
where he was liberated, before moving to Canada.

Filmed on location in France, Belgium, Canada and the UK, Le Chemin 
des Juifs is a valuable and vivid document reliving one of the darkest 
periods of history; yet it is a story which inspires us all as a celebration 
of the power of the human spirit. As one of the only living survivors to 
bear witness to a little known chapter of WWII Holocaust history, David 

Shentow’s eloquent and raw testimonial is and accompanied by expert interviews, captivating footage, and the 
powerful original score by renown composers Patrick Savage & Holeg Spies.David Shentow was Ottawa's best 
known Holocaust survivor and educator, teaching thousands of students his story across Canada, and on the 
March of the Living.

“Le Chemin des Juifs : A Survivor’s Story” is directed by Daniel Bhattacharya 
and produced by Ottawa native, Koa Padolsky. The film will be preceded by 
a live violin quintet performance of the movie’s musical theme, The event 
will include a unique live performance of the original film score with a string 
ensemble led by violinist, Daniel Bhattacharya. March of the Living style 
Havdalah will be performed by March of the Living students.

Sponsored by March of the Living Canada/Jewish Federations of Canada-UIA. Generously supported by  
the David Shentow Living Legacy Fund/March of the Living Endowment Fund at the Jewish Foundation  
of Greater Toronto.

UPCOMING HABONIM EVENTS:  Mark your calendars...

"Profoundly Courageous"
 

— Ottawa Citizen

"INCREDIBLE"
 

— CBC Radio

 Vol. 66 | No. 3| Sept 2019 (5779)

6

Congregation Habonim of Toronto

BULLETIN



Free Support Services available  
to Holocaust Survivors  
from Sinai Health

Support for Holocaust survivors requires special 
understanding, knowledge and sensitivity. That is what 
we offer at Circle of Care. With oversight from specially 
trained staff, we offer a range of services for Holocaust 
survivors. These services are funded by the Conference on 
Jewish Material Claims Against Germany and include:

 ❖ Case management

 ❖ Personal support & homemaking

 ❖ Transportation (iRide)

 ❖ Kosher Meals on Wheels

 ❖ Referral to other community agencies

 ❖ Counselling and support

 ❖ Adult Day Programs

 ❖ Socialization programs

There are certain eligibility requirements set out by the Claims Conference which determine the level of support 
provided. Circle of Care can help to assist clients with completing the required paperwork to apply for funding.  
For additional information, please visit the website: https://www.circleofcare.com/holocaust-survivors/

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Kosher Meals on Wheels: Deliver nutritious meals along with a friendly safety check.

Adult Day Program: Socialize in our caring environment with clients who have dementia.

Phone Pal Program: Check in on a senior's wellbeing with a regular phone chat.

Friendly Visiting: Spend time with a senior who is isolated or lonely.

Jewish Hospice Visiting: Comfort clients with a life-limiting illness and provide respite to caregivers

If you are interested in volunteering, Contact Circle of Care at 416-635-2900 ext 375

7
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New York based writer Caroline Sarkozi wrote a poignant piece about growing up in an interfaith family and 
her mother's later life conversion to Judaism. In describing how her mother invited her to join in her exploration 
of Jewish tradition, Sarkozi captures for me some important qualities of effective Jewish education: a continuous 
journey driven by curiosity and questions, by a love of learning and by love itself; the acquisition of skills and 
knowledge - the how and why of Jewish practice - that lead to active, meaningful engagement in Jewish life, to 
new light and excitement. 

I am definitely excited to be moving into our brand new building. And I am delighted to let you know that 
Jackie Ruderman will be the Jewish Heritage School's new Volunteer Director of School Operations. Jackie is 
a second generation member of the congregation who feels strongly connected to the past and future of this 
singular community. I am very much looking forward to working with Jackie and know that we are lucky to have 
her in this role. 

There are different ways to be involved in our school. At the time of writing this, there are spaces available in 
all grades, SK - 6. Also, if you're a high school student looking for a community service opportunity, consider 
volunteering with us on Sunday mornings. 

To find out more, email me or Jackie Ruderman at habonimschool@gmail.com.  

Shanah Tovah U'metukah,

Suzanne 
Principal Jerwish Heritage School
suzanne.habonim@gmail.com

SCHOOL UPDATE
Even after her conversion, my mom’s journey was far from 
over as she learned more and more about what it meant to be a 
Jew..... We’d always shared a love of learning, so I began asking 
questions..... I loved how she made me ask questions about 
the traditions I’d always carried out and helped me realize that 
knowing why I did things made them all the more meaningful. 
It soon registered with me that I’d been living my Jewish life in 
a very passive way; the active way she tackled each holiday and 
ritual bred new light and excitement.

— Rabbi Rachel Sabath Beit-Halachmi, Ph.D
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Notes from the Habonim Office 
Warm Welcome
We are pleased to welcome Michelle Goldman to our Habonim office staff as the 
Facility Coordinator. Michelle will be working with Robin to ensure a smooth transition 
into the new building. Michelle can be reached by calling the Habonim office. We are 
thrilled to have Michelle join the Habonim community.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Bookings 
Be sure to get the date you want! The office is now scheduling bar/bat mitzvahs into 
2022. Please be sure to contact the office to secure your preferred date. Send an email or 
call us: office1@congregationhabonim.org or 416-782-7125 

Brightpath Academy
Brightpath Academy has officially moved in to the 
upper floor of Habonim and is now open.  Brightpath’s 
philosophy centres around celebrating early childhood 
and focuses on the development of the whole child; the 
physical, social, emotional and the cognitive. If you wish 
to register your child call Brighpath at 1-888-808-2252

Join The School For 'Pizza In The Hut' As We Celebrate Sukkot!

There will be many fun activities and delicious  
pizza, so come out and shake the Lulav with THE  
JEWISH HERITAGE SCHOOL on Sunday, October 20, 2019

For further details contact habonimschool@gmail.com  
or suzanne.habonim@gmail.com

9
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Yahrzeits 
Yahrzeit reminders are now being sent. To receive your reminder please update your family 

Yahrzeits by logging onto your account on our website. If you would like any assistance please 
contact Robin in the office at 416-782-7125 or office1@congregationhabonim.org

Honour the memory of your loved one with a memorial plaque or a leaf on our Eitz Chaim Tree
Oval Shaped leaf  4”x 2 ½“   $180 donation
Brass Plaque 9”x 2”              $360 donation.

Please contact the office for more information.

President
Joanie Smith, 416-833-1232

Email: smithje1958@gmail.com
Habonim Office 

Robin Zionce-Garber -  General Manager 
office: 416-782-7125 

Email: office1@congregationhabonim.org
Religious Leader

Eli Rubenstein, 416-398-2615
Email: elir@bell.net

Cantors
Cantor: Aviva Rajsky  

Contact: avivar@rogers.com
Associate Cantor: Kim Doron

Contact: kimdoron@rogers.com
Volunteer Director of School Operations

Jackie Ruderman 
Contact: habonimschool@gmail.com

Information and contributions to THE BULLETIN.
Contact: Lauren Black, laurenbblack@gmail.com

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
www.congregationhabonim.org

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
www.jewishheritageschool.org

To SEND TRIBUTE & CONDOLENCE CARDS  
WITH A DONATION:

Contact the Habonim Office as set out below.
Are you MOVING, CHANGING your ADDRESS,  

PHONE NUMBER OR EMAIL? 
Call the Habonim office: 
Tel: 416-782-7125 or  

Email: office1@congregationhabonim.org

Sylvia Goldstein
Ella Wolfish

Lodja Edelstein
Jack Kuretzky
John Freeman

Frances Sussman
Toby Kadish

Rae Zucker
David Smith

Lillian Gossin
Gary Lengyel

Stanley Mostyn
Mildred Leiter

Shelley Nimchonok
Peggy (Piroska) Pachner

Albert Kruger
Kitty Schafer
Dorthy Dash

Jacob Schwartz
Irving Borchiver

Dr. Ruth Pike
William Israel Marcovitch

 Sara Gorman

 Evelyn Lax
Joan Kishner

Dr. Mladen Vranic
Sylvia Levy

Rhoda Vyner
Harvey Sterling

In Memoriam:
Mourning those who passed away in the last year: 

May the families be comforted among the mourners of Zion Jerusalem.
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