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Schedule Of Services And Events
Friday, Oct 25

8:15pm

Friday Night Service, Special Guest: Dr. Mladen Vranic, Holocaust survivor,
student of Dr. Charles Best, and Member of Canada’s Medical Hall of Fame
– New Members Service (Cantor Lisa Kent)

Sunday, Nov 3

11:00am

Miles Nadel JCC, Tales of Courage from the Shoah with
Eli Rubenstein (Holocaust Education Week Event)

Saturday, Nov 9

4:30 pm

Bat Mitzvah - Roslyn Roelofsen

Sunday, Nov 10

2:00pm

Canadian premiere of The Trial Of Adolf Eichmann - This absorbing, comprehensive new documentary features detailed accounts of Eichmann’s capture, the drama in the courtroom and behind the scenes, and reactions to the
trial from around the world. (Holocaust Education Week Event)

Saturday, Nov 16

10:00am

Bar Mitzvah - Aaron Roitman

Sunday, Nov 17

8:00pm

The Story of Hanns and Rudolf: How a Young German Jew Captured the
World’s Most Notorious Mass Murderer - The Kommandant of Auschwitz
with Author Thomas Harding. (Holocaust Education Week Event)

Thursday, Nov.21

7:00pm

Kenyan Boys Choir, Me to We, Free the Children Event

Saturday, Nov 23

10:00am

Bar Mitzvah - Cole Tishler

Friday, Nov 29

6:30pm

Pot-Luck Dinner and Chanukah Celebration (Cantor Aviva Rajsky)

Saturday, Nov 30

10:00am

Bat Mitzvah - Theadora Draper

Saturday Nov 30

6:00pm

School & Congregation Chanukah Concert with Kim Doron, Aviva Rajsky
& Josh Engel.

Friday, Dec 13

8:15pm

Last service of 2013 (Cantor Lisa Kent)
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Mazal Tovs on Recent Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
❖❖
❖❖
❖❖
❖❖
❖❖
❖❖
❖❖
❖❖
❖❖
❖❖
❖❖

Mei Lee & David Hoffert on the Bar Mitzvah of Jorel
Harriet Wichin & Howard Shrier on the Bar Mitzvah of Jesse
Eve Shea and Peter Kertes on the Bat Mitzvah of Zoe
Jill Presser and John Duffy on the Bat Mitzvah of Martine
Lisa and Jordan Gnat on the Bnei Mitzvah of Alex and Lauren
Julie and Kenny Albert on the Bat Mitzvah of Perry
Suzy Zucker and Simon Rakoff on the Bat Mitzvah of Zoe
Heidi Schwartz &Daniel Rubinoff on the Bat Mitzvah of Rose
Yolanda & Doron Sagman on the Bar Mitzvah of Joel
Julie and Adam Growe on the Bat Mitzvah of Emma
Nathalie Niddam and Mitchell Dent on the
Bar Mitzvah of David
❖❖ Cathy and Ted Rechtshaffen on the Bat Mitzvah of Hannah
❖❖ Cheryl and Mark Grammer on the Bar Mitzvah of Simon

Simcha Donations
Honouring Hilary Crangle & Maxwell Sauder and Jillian Crangle & Joel Jackson
❖❖Mazel Tov on the marriage of both my daughters, Hilary Crangle
to Dr. Maxwell Sauder on October 7, 2012 and Jillian Crangle to
Joel Jackson on June, 9, 2013.—Laura Crangle
Honouring Zoe Zucker Rakoff on the occasion of her Bat Mitzvah
—Gina and Vivian Rakoff

Mazal Tovs on Recent Weddings and Births
Hillary Crangle & Max Sauder
Jillian Crangle & Joel Jackson
Emily Finkelstein & Rocky Gagne
Jacqueline Prehogan & Isaac Langleben
Rebecca Sutin & Andrew Max
Anna Strauss & Jean Pierre Bombardier
Elisa Goldman & Pedro Simoes
Ben Kaye and Mellissa Geisler
Aviv Zimerman & Brit Wilson
Dan Posluns & Elizabeth Richmond
Ilan Muskat & Jennifer Fox
Mazal Tov on the recent births
Tal & Miki Zimerman (Baby Boy)
Elisha Muskat & Dan Rhode (Baby Girl)
Etan Muskat & Fiona Foster (Baby Girl)

Honouring Hannah Rechtshaffen on the occasion of her Bat Mitzvah
❖Mazel
❖
Tov to you and your family, Hannah, on your becoming a bat
mitzvah.
❖Best
❖
wishes, Paula Schipper and Joel Finkelstein
❖❖Mazel Tov on this special occasion. Sincerely, —Shelly Haber and Rick Greene
Honouring Karen Vadasz & Brandon Luft
❖❖We are pleased to announce that our daughter Karen Vadasz is engaged to be married
to Brandon Luft. Mazel Tov to the new couple! —Eva and Len Vadasz
Honour Congregation Habonim
❖❖On the occasion of the conducting of inspired High Holidays services
—Neil Harris and Kathleen Taylor
Honouring Renna Garielle Cukier
❖❖Mazel Tov on the occasion of Renna Gabrielle Cukier’s Bat Mitzvah in Jerusalem,
July 22, 2013 —Felicia Cukier
Honouring Eli Rubenstein
❖Upon
❖
receiving the Tribute Dinner Booklet and DVD:
❖❖“Having been a member of Habonim for over 30 years, I’m sorry I wasn’t able to
attend the special evening…it was a nice surprise to receive the video” —Anita Budman
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November 11th/2012 was a date I shall remember all my life. I entered the building with my
family,expecting to spend a pleasant evening honouring Elis 25 years at Habonim, and sing
a Jewish song I hoped would evoke pleasant memories of his early childhood. I knew I
would also be thanked for my 27 years as Cantor and perhaps be presented with a plaque,
but I was completely overwhelmed by the accolades bestowed on me by both Eli and
Avrum. It was totally unexpected and I was moved to tears. When Ted showed the
video of “Take Thirty” I was flabergasted. My kids, especially my grandchildren
loved it.
I was truly honoured by the attention shown me that evening, and all can
say is, thank you Habonim for these 27 years as your Cantor. They’ve been
some of the most fulfilling of my life. Working with Eli all these years has
been a joy and I was truly blessed to have had a working partner whose
wit, intelligence and charisma is unsurpassed. May he have many more
happy, healthy years at the helm of Habonim.
-Esther

Dear Eli,
From our initial meeting with you we knew we had found a special person and a special place in Congregation
Habonim. That was in 1989 when you provided a sensitive and warm Bat Mitzvah service for Hannah, our older
daughter and three of her friends. Then, we sat surrounded by a sea of gray and white hair -- just about the only
40-somethings in the sanctuary! Much has changed in the past quarter century –you
guided our younger daughter, Sarah and the Cowan-Levine triplets through their
collective Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, we got older as the congregation got younger – no
doubt in response to your magnetic leadership. Now I come to services delighted
to see young families in so many of the seats.
Our history with Habonim is just about as long as yours . . .
and so it was with a hint of nostalgia and great joy that I
viewed the tribute to you, Esther and Larry. Clearly, it was
a wonderful evening for those in attendance and now can
be shared by those of us who were unable to attend. Please
convey my sincere thanks to the organizing committee, to
the videographers and to those at Habonim who had the
forethought and consideration to open the celebration to
the entire congregation. It was a mitzvah.
With wishes for many more years of health, happiness
and leadership of Habonim,
-Judy Rogers
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The Gift of a Friend | By Avrum Rosensweig
I saw the diminutive two inch body of a minnow splashing back and forth in the waves. It had died. I picked it up
and placed it further out into the calm water of Georgian
Bay thinking it might be revived. She didn’t stir.
I was on Christian island, at Eli’s cottage, when all of this
happened. There I accepted that fish’s death more so than
road kill on Highway 27 or a dead raccoon on a Bathurst
street. After all I was on an island, a Native Reserve of the
Ojibwa and Potawatomi people, and a ferry ride from the
main land. The death of a minnow seemed to make more
sense on Christian Island. We were surrounded by the life
cycle - a Maple crashing to the forest floor evolving into
fodder for the earth – there was no avoiding it, so therefore we embraced it.
The tree lived. The tree died. Death was all around and it
was prominently attached to life.

On Christian Island, where nature is controlled minimally
by culture, I have attuned my listening to the music of the
birds that play a song-set of the moment.
I stood on the ladder attached to Eli’s dock, my courage
slowly easing my body into the Bay. Finally I stepped
down into the water. I cursed the cold and praised the
cool waves. The water went easy on me. Eli says he swims
right up until Thanksgiving. He is much braver than I am.
I dove down to the shallow floor of the Bay on which I
stood. Nobody was around except Zody the sailor’s dog
so I sang as loudly as I could. I threw Zody’s ball into the
water watching him dive off the dock with canine skill. I
hopped around on my toes the way one does in water and
took in the surrounding islands and the horizon.

I remembered the parsha this week was Ber’eishit, and
that God had separated the heavens from the earth; creatEli has become a cottager. He has embraced the island ed the water and land. While I bopped around in the Bay,
and its people and through his journey, others, like me, I could see all of that in the expanse and like God, I saw
have had the chance to discover a newer world. I have ‘that it was good’. Very good. I was thankful for creation,
and I was indebted to my good and kind friend Eli for
come to call this world, “my Jerusalem”.
sharing his gifts with me and so many others.
Here forests replace the condo buildings we are used to in
the city; earth sprouts ashes and cedars which replaces the I was on Christian Island and a minnow had died. I knew,
endless walkways the urban sprawl requires. I learned that however, many others were born at that same moment.
roots of bulrushes are edible and tasty. On Christian island
I have developed relationships with some of our Aborigi- Avrum Rosensweig
nal people. I have created a brotherly bond with a barefoot Avrum.rosensweig@veahavta.org
bohemian sailor, Michael, who has a lifetime of memories
on Christian Island and nearby Beckwith Island.
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"Pizza in the Hut" Sukkot Celebration at Habonim
The Jewish Heritage School at Congregation Habonim celebrated Sukkot with a fantastic "Pizza in the Hut" Program.
Enjoy some great photos of the event! Photos are courtesy of Marc Terner (whose grandchildren attended the event).

Mazal Tov to our Synagogue President Ted Rechtshaffen
and our School Volunteer Registrar Cathy Rechtshaffen
on the recent Bat Mitzvah of their daughter Hannah.
Please see pictures from Simcha. If you have any pictures
from a recent Simcha you would like to share with us,
please email to:
Jeff Levy <office@congregationhabonim.org>

5

Congregation Habonim of Toronto

Vol. 60 | No. 4 | Oct. - Dec. 2013(5774)

BULLETIN

Please join us for a Special Evening Presenting

THE KENYAN BOYS CHOIR
THE ONLY CHOIR INVITED TO PERFORM
AT PRESIDENT OBAMA'S INAUGURATION
Along with

HANNAH ALPER

10 YEAR OLD "WE DAY" INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER
&

THE HABONIM YOUTH CHOIR
HOSTED BY: SHELLY HABER & SUSAN MELVIN
Uniquely sustainable jewelry & accessories, handmade by
artisans in the Maasai Mara will be available for purchase.

Free Admission

Limited Seating Available: Please RSVP
RSVP: shellyhaber@icloud.com
WHEN: Thursday November 21, 2013 @ 7:00PM
WHERE: Congregation Habonim: 5 Glen Park Ave
The Concert is a "Me to We" Event. "Me to We" donates 50% of profits to "Free the Children"
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First Gathering of Habonim B’nei Mitzvah Class 2013-14

Liat Papular at Purim Party

Inbal Shreemohan

The B’nei Mitzvah 2013-14 Class

Habonim Youth Leaders 2013-2014
Liat Papular
Habonim Youth Group Leader

Inbal Shreemohan
Habonim Youth Group Leader

This will be my third year back at Habonim after a
two year hiatus.

Six years ago I came from Israel to Canada to
experience the wonderful diversity and inclusiveness
it stands for.

This past April I completed my Masters of Social
Work at the University of Toronto. I have a real
passion for informal Jewish education and, as a
daughter of two wonderful Israelis, for Eretz Israel.
After high-school, I spent the year in Israel
volunteering in Jewish and Arab-Israeli
communities and since then I’ve had a number of
diverse positions in the Toronto Jewish (and nonJewish) community.

My time as a soldier in the IDF have taught me
many things, the most treasured of which were
values of brotherhood and compassion, tolerance
and forgiveness, values that all Jews share, wherever
we may be.
As a Jew growing up in Israel, completing my IDF
service, it thrills me to see the bond we share with
Israel, and the young people we nurture.

I am looking forward to being back in the Habonim
community and having a fun and meaningful year
with the Bnei Mitzvah program.

I look forward learning your way of being a Jew, a
Canadian, and good person in this exciting year of
your life!

Contact me via email at:
lpapular@gmail.com

Contact me via email at:
inbal.shree.mohan@gmail.com
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Membership Fees and Guest Ticket Policies for 2014
The 2013 High Holidays services were extremely well received based on your feedback. We take great pride in our
services and are grateful to everyone for their participation.
As part of the good news surrounding the High Holidays, we have a nice problem. More people want to attend the
services. At a recent board meeting following the High Holidays, there was much discussion around memberships and
guest tickets at Congregation Habonim.
At the High Holiday services this year, there was very little extra room at any of the main services. As well, this year
guest tickets made up over 22% of total tickets.
While we recognize that it is good for the congregation and its members to have some space for guest tickets (young
adult family members, potential new members), we are now at a point where we aren’t able to add new family memberships without pulling back the ease of access to guest tickets. Some changes need to be made.
Here are the following changes and news related to 2014 Memberships and Tickets:
Guest tickets will ONLY be offered to:
❖❖ Adult children of members aged 26 to 32 (age based as of October 1 of each year)
❖❖ One time only – guests of members. This is intended to allow people to ‘try out’ Habonim. This means that any
guest from 2013 that doesn’t qualify as a 26 to 32 year old child of a member, will need to become a member
if they wish to attend High Holiday services in 2014.
Guest tickets (to those who qualify) will be $150 for 2014.
After 2 years at $925, we are raising the family membership fee to $975. This tax deductible fee remains among the
lowest membership fees for a Toronto synagogue.
Single membership fees will remain at $500.
NEW MEMBERS – At this point, there is room for only 40 new members for 2014 (subject to change). If you know
people who want to become new members at Congregation Habonim, please have them visit the Habonim web page
at www.congregationhabonim.org and click on “membership” at the top of the page. They can also contact Jeff Levy by
email at office@congregationhabonim.org or by phone at 416-782-7125
We have given much thought to these changes. They are intended to keep new membership to Congregation Habonim
open for as long as possible, to keep the fees modest, and to support our strategic growth.

Ted Rechtshaffen

Ted Rechtshaffen
(President, Congregation Habonim)
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A Few Comments From Our Last High Holiday Services
Dear Eli,
This was my first High Holiday service at Habonim and
I just wanted to express my gratitude for the experience.

The services were so friendly and I felt very welcomed
from the first moment I walked in.(I was late, and they
made special efforts to find me a good place to sit.)
The singing by Lisa was beautiful and uplifting and
the sermon by Michael, where he shared his personal
stories and how it led to his own spiritual growth, really
touched me. I also loved the way Avrum conducted the
services, helping every one feel connected to each other.
I especially liked how inclusive he made the prayers
- how we were encouraged not just to think about
ourselves, but about other people and other ethnic
groups during this time of the year.
I just felt wonderful when the services were over as I am
sure many others did as well.
Thank You! —Lilly Solomon
Dear All, Just a short note about the services - my
children thoroughly enjoyed the services led by Avrum.
I was thrilled with Lisa’s singing - she was just terrific,
and it was great hearing all of the cantors singing
together (Lisa, Aviva and Kim) as well..
I look forward to hearing them sing together at services
during the year.
Shana Tova & Thank You! —Adrienne
Dear Eli,
I just wanted to express to you how wonderful I thought
services were this year. Lisa’s singing was lovely and
captivating….Avrum and Michael’s sermons were
inspiring and thoughtful and the choir had voices like
angels!
Shana Tova, —Karen
OMH – Oh my Hashem!!!!!!
What an outstanding service today! Everyone performed
at the top of their game! Eli you were thought provoking
and hilarious, Aviva, you sang beautifully, Tom, you and
the band were fantastic, Ted, your sermon was great. The
choir was the icing on the cake. I have never enjoyed
services so much. Congratulations and thank you to all!
Shana Tova, —Joel Kwinter

We wanted to express how much we enjoyed this year’s
High Holiday Services - the spiritual leaders (Avrum
& Eli), the guest sermons (Ted & Michael), and,
undoubtedly, the music (the cantors, the choir, & the
accompanists) and of course the Shofar blowers which
included our own daughter Elisha!
We were especially gratified to see Esther and Larry
on the Bimah, and to hear Esther’s exceptional voice
chanting the Kol Nidre and other parts of the service.
Our family has been members of Habonim for over 2
decades and Esther (accompanied by Larry) has sang at
every one of our 4 children’s Bar & Bat Mitzvahs. Most
recently Esther sang beautifully at the wedding of our
son Ilan to Jennifer - it was a privilege and an honour to
have her participate in our Simcha.
We look forward to being a part of many more wonderful
services at Habonim.
—Barbara and Isaac Muskat
Dear Eli and Aviva,
Listening today to the Choir today was one of the “great
shul experiences” of my life. The music was beautiful
and inspirational.
Music and humor are two human tools to express joy
and to refresh the spirit. Both were present in abundance
this morning to create a very Inspirational service. Great
way to greet the New Year!
The enthusiasm and warmth that you both exude, and
your quintessential understanding the larger purpose of
such services, captivates the congregation.
I am very happy that I was able to attend and participate
in today’s service. Kol hakavod to both of you.
Shana tova. —Gary [Goldberg]
A tremendous effort by all...thank you....
—Jacque Altman
The music by Aviva and the choir made the service a
delight. Aviva’s smiling face and soulful voice always
affect me right to my core.
Eli was Eli, which is a great thing. Thanks to all the
board members who volunteered for honours. Made my
job much easier.
—Joanie Smith
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A Few Comments From Our Last High Holiday Services
The services Erev Rosh Hashanna and both days- were beautiful.
Everything ran smoothly from what I could see.
The sermons were moving and inspiring, the music
sublime. My husband, Neil, sat beside me with tears
running down his cheeks as our wonderful cantors
sang.
So many new members have joined us, people I’ve know
for years who had belonged to other shuls. I should add
that Jeff Levy did a wonderful meeting and greeting
members old and new, singing the prayers and showing
his enthusiasm for Habonim. He is an important face
of our organization.
I am truly amazed at the renewed life and energy in our
congregation. It is a pleasure and a privilege to be a part
of this community. Thanks to everyone who has worked
so hard to make this happen.
—Marie Finkelstein
Special thanks to Jeff who put in a ton of time to make
things work so well.
Also to Gary, Joanie, Joel and Paula for working the
phones to find those for honours. Always a tough job
at Habonim.
—Ted Rechtshaffen
Good Morning Eli,
Let me offer my sincerest thanks for creating a service
that engages the congregation in a way that I personally
have never felt before at our synagogue. (I think I have
been at the synagogue since around 1959) Last year
was actually the first year that I felt this, and this year
the spirit was augmented. My cousin Cindy and I
left after the Rosh Hashana first day’s service on such
a palpable high, and I don’t think it came in through
the ventilation system. You and Aviva and Tom and
Kim and the choir and the other musicians have created
something that I doubt exists in any other congregation
in the city. I really was enlightened by your sermon
on Yom Kippur day – it would open many eyes, if they
would have the opportunity to hear the facts that you
presented.
May the New Year bring you peace and health and all
else that you wish for.
Cheers,— Martha Marx ( James)
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I was/am so pleased at our services… Jeff and everyone
involved did a magnificent job, Joanie and Gary, seemed
to go like clockwork!! Full on toe tapping by everyone
in the hall!! I still have the tunes rolling around in my
head!! Congratulations to one and all!!
My mother, who has been to many a service at Habonim,
wept and told me this was the most wonderful service
she has EVER been to… she said, to quote “what more
could anyone want”.
Shana tova,
—Dianne Erdos-Rush

A Review of the High Holidays 5774 Services
By Avrum Rosensweig,

Assoicate Religious Leader, Congregation Habonim

I feel very honoured to play a role in Habonim’s High
Holiday services. Over the years I have watched as the
congregation has grown and the service evolve. This year,
while I stood on the Bima, I realized I was part of a very
professional team of cantors, musicians, and speakers.
This became very evident early on, however as we went
through the Kol Nidre services it became clearer. We
sing Kol Nidre 3 times, and each time we do, we repeat
the stanzas 3 times. It is then that the congregation has
the chance to hear this stirring prayer sung by world
class chazanim, accompanied by outstanding musicians.
I, like so many, closed my eyes and my mind went to a
place of introspection and spirit. The beautifully sung
and played music took us there.
Through a lot of work of the board of directors, Eli, staff
and volunteers Habonim has effectively created a niche
for itself in the community, embracing the traditional
with an openness to the modern and progressive. On
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kipper, the regular swaying
back and forth of shul members proved this to be a
successful direction to go.
Congregation Habonim has gone through a number of
iterations over the years. The newest one is brilliant and
is attracting many Jews from around the city. Have a
sweet and melodic year.
Avrum Rosensweig
Avrum.rosensweig@veahavta.org
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A Note to the Choir from Eli Rubenstein
Dear Habonim Youth Choir Members (Naomi, Gabriel, Maddy, Gillian, Amir, Adam, Elisa, Marla, Eynat, Tali,
Aaron, Madeline, Rose, Inbal & Alyse)
I wanted to write you this short note thanking you for taking part in the 2013 High Holiday Services at Habonim.
There were many highlights during the services - but your singing was among the most evocative and touching
parts of the service.
As many of you know, Habonim was founded by Holocaust survivors after the war. To have young people like
yourselves on the Bimah during the High Holidays sing new and traditional melodies reassures the survivors - and
their children & the entire congregation - that the Jewish people will continue to thrive, continue to bring meaning
and beauty to the world.
As the words to the song you sang state, “From generation to generation, we protect this chain, these words will
praise your name..”
So thank you again for all your wonderful singing - which you can now listen to on line at:
http://congregationhabonim.org/?p=932
Warm Regards, -Eli

Join the Habonim Youth Choir!
If you have a child who
loves to sing (or if you
yourself are young at
heart!), please consider
joining the Habonim
Youth Choir.
Kim Doron is the Choir
Director and Aviva Rajsky
is the accompanist.
The next rehearsal is
Thursday November 7th,
7:30pm at Habonim.
If you are interested,
please email Kim at:
kimdoron@rogers.com
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In Memoriam:

Mourning those who passed away in the last year:
Margit Lednar
Rose Glicksman
Minette Lebowitz
Norman Levitt
Sam Muskat
Lotty Rozendaal
Alvin Rosenberg
Toby Levy
Bernice Goldberg
Sarah Isenberg
Lawrence Finkelstein
Phyllis Mint
Isabel Slan

Memorial Donations

Yahrzeits

The complete Yahrzeit list for all loved ones
from Congregation Habonim who passed
away since the Congregation was founded
may now be found on line at:
www.congregationhabonim.org
Please click on the CALENDAR tab.
If you do not have access to the internet,
please call the Habonim office 416-782-7125
and the General Manager, Jeff Levy will
assist you with the information. Thank you.

Honouring Rabbi Lori Cohen
❖❖Dear Rabbi Cohen: Thank you for conducting our shiva service and providing
comfort at a difficult time. —Marie, Neil, Eleanore Finkelstein and Family

In Memory of Sally Goldman
❖Dorothy
❖
Milardovic and Jane Eyers
❖Dr
❖ Steve and Judy Springer & Lindsay and Ari
❖Sharon
❖
and Mick Bond & Jason and Rachel
❖Gary
❖
Miller, Susan Quig & Adam Miller
In memory of Allan Lax
❖Clifford
❖
and Joan Lax
In memory of Evelyn Dennis
❖Clifford
❖
and Joan Lax

Information and contributions to THE BULLETIN.
Contact: Inbal Shreemohan <shinbala@gmail.com>
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR MORE INFORMATION
www.congregationhabonim.org
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL: www.jewishheritageschool.com
To SEND GREETING CARDS and DONATIONS:
Call Rhoda Sion at (416) 782-9663 or write to:
716-660 Eglinton Ave. W., Toronto M5N 1C3
Are you MOVING, CHANGING your ADDRESS,
PHONE NUMBER OR EMAIL?
Call Jeff Levy at:
Tel: 416-782-7125 or
Email: office@congregationhabonim.org
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Ted Rechtshaffen, 416-322-0749
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