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In nearby, Buffalo, on May 14th, 10 black shoppers were gunned 
down by an 18-year-old racist shooter using an assault style 
weapon, spouting the “great replacement” conspiracy theory.  
 
And this week,  in Uvalde, Texas, 19 children and two teachers 
were murdered by another deranged 18-year-old also using an 
assault style weapon. 
 
The event in Uvalde marks the 27th school shooting and the 
213th mass shooting this year in the U.S.  
 
(See: https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/3502956-here-
is-a-list-of-the-27-school-shootings-that-have-taken-place-this-
year/) 
 
Let those numbers sink in – that’s more than one school 
shooting a week, and more than one mass shooting a day in the 
US. Simply staggering. 
 
Each of these deaths represents a world of heartbreak, with 
repercussions that will continue to reverberate far and wide for 
years to come. 
 
One heartbreaking example, among many, of the grief caused by 
these senseless murders, is the story of Irma Garcia. The  23-
year veteran teacher at Robb Elementary School, in Uvalde,  was  
killed protecting her students. Her husband Joe died two days 
later, shortly after dropping of flowers at her memorial, in Uvalde. 
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"Joe died of a broken heart”, family members said. Married for 24 
years, the couple left behind 4 newly orphaned children. 
 
Gun deaths are tragic, but especially so, for children whose lives 
we are sworn to protect. In almost every society, since the 
beginning of time, protection of children by the older generation is 
a paramount value. But in the US, many lawmakers do the 
opposite, refusing to protect children because of an idolatrous 
dedication to and obsession about the Second Amendment. So 
much so, that gun deaths are the number 1 cause of deaths of 
those under the age of 20 in the US, recently surpassing car 
accidents. 
 

 
 
So let’s take a moment and look at the language of the Second 
Amendment which gun rights defenders often quote in their 
defense. 
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The 1791 text reads as follows: “A well-regulated Militia, being 
necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to 
keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
 
The arms in question were muskets, and the enemy being faced 
was a dictatorial government i.e. the British. 
 
Of course, the shooters at the Tops supermarket  in Buffalo, and 
the Rob elementary school in Uvalde Texas were not part of a 
well-regulated Militia, using 18th century muskets, fighting back 
against a dictatorship,  
 
They were  in fact, both very disturbed  18-year-old teens using 
recently purchased assault style weapons, for the purpose of 
slaughtering innocent civilian: children, women and men. 
 
 
 
In the first instance, it was an 18 year of spouting the “great 
replacement” conspiracy theory, that claims that Jews want to 
replace whites in America with darker skinned immigrants – who 
killed 10 black shoppers. 
 
In the second instance, just days after his birthday, it was another 
unhinged 18-year-old who purchased 2 AR style assault rifles,  
and thousands of rounds of ammunition, with which he first shot 
his grandmother who was complaining about his cellphone bill, 
then murdered in cold blood 19 grade school children and 2 
teachers. 
 
And yet, many gun rights advocates, in the US still insist on 
defending the lax polices allowing such easy access to guns to 
almost anyone, anywhere any time. Why? Their stubborn 
allegiance to and misinterpretation of the Second Amendment. 
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As one pundit, noted it seems like they want to protect their guns 
more than their children. 
 
So how can we explain this? 
 
Freedom and liberty, somehow, in a quasi -religious way has 
become entwined with the possession and usage of guns. You 
oppose unlimited and unfettered freedom to obtain guns? Then 
you are destroying a central religious tenet of their faith. 
It is as if the symbol of the gun has replaced the cross, and has 
become a lethally fetishized article and object of religious 
devotion. 
 
Adam Gopnik in a recent Globe and Mail article explains this  
irrational reasoning, and ties it to the anti-vaccine movement as 
well. 
 

“So, what can explain the prevalence of this irrationality? In a 
significant way, the anti-vaccination movement, which is what 
keeps the deaths going, and the score running now to a million, is 
actually readily, if obscurely, derived from other irrationalisms of 
the American authoritarian right. The argument against gun 
control depends not on ignoring all of the needless deaths 
inflicted at Sandy Hook…, but on stoically accepting them as 
necessary sacrifice to the god of autonomy – to “liberty.”  

How could you, we once asked, in the face of so many children 
dying, continue to resist obvious gun sanity? The answer, 
somewhat obscure before, was that the children and the 
concertgoers were the necessary sacrifice made to the Moloch of 
autonomy, to this vision of freedom. The continuing dying of the 
unvaccinated – and with it the complete truth that the causation, 
no matter how powerfully proven, never significantly affects faith 
in anti-vaccination ideology – is proof that the conviction is only 
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reinforced by the suffering it engenders. Like a crazed national 
cult in wartime, the more destruction there is, the more precious 
becomes the credo. 

And so, searching for the sources of anti-vaccine sentiment, one 
realizes that here, too, the search for a rational argument is in 
vain, because having a rational argument would undermine the 
force of anti-vax belief rather than assist it. The belief is an 
irrational affirmation of a mystical idea of autonomy; the deaths 
the anti-vaccination ideology creates are the point, not the 
problem. 

As the American novelist Kurt Andersen has written, a cult of 
human sacrifice, in every culture where it arises, makes the fact of 
mass dying a positive good to be celebrated – proof of the 
seriousness of the values and of the cult itself. Rational 
arguments depend on lives lived; religious faiths depend on 
martyrdoms acquired. So many, it seems, have been deliberately 
martyred to a not-quite-sane idea about personal liberty and 
government control that has nothing to do with either. 

So what then are the Jewish responses to this needless loss of 
life? 
There are five general points I would like to make. 
 
1) In Jewish thought, personal liberty is far less important than the 
good of the larger community. There are literally hundreds of 
takanot, rabbinic rulings, that limit our personal freedom for the 
sake of the common good. As I have said previously,  in Judaism 
personal freedom is always superseded by service to God and 
our obligations to our fellow human beings. Put simply, our 
“obligation to” takes precedence over  “freedom from”. 
 
 



 6 

2) Judaism  believes in science and reason. When it comes to 
gun deaths, there is a simple equation: More access to guns, 
more innocent people die. Country after country proves this. The 
US has the highest, by far, gun ownership numbers and death 
rate by gunfire – over 100 deaths per day! - than any other 
western country. 
A few statistics to prove this point: 
In 2016, the U.S. gun death rate was 10.6 per 100,000 people 
This was  give times higher than in countries such as Canada (2.1 
per 100,000), four times higher than France (2.7), and more than 
ten times higher than Australia (1.0),Germany (0.9) and Spain 
(0.6) to mention just a few. 
The difference between the US and virtually every other western 
country is this: easy access to guns. 
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Among Judaism’s  most sacred values is the preservation of 
human life. Hence anything that jeopardise it must be studiously 
avoided. 
 
3) None of the streams of Judaism favour lax gun controls – some 
are more vocal than others about this issue, but this is a rare area 
of consensus among all the movements. Sure we have outliers 
like Ben Shapiro, who claims his grandparents and great 
grandparents were “reduced to ash in Germany” because of its 
gun control laws targeting Jews.  
 
But no serous historian would agree with Ben Shapiro’s cavalier 
assertion. 
 
Allow me reference the ADL, Brown University historian Omer 
Bartov and Abe Foxman, who all are quoted in an article by 
PolitiFact, on this subject: 
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ADL: "The small number of personal firearms in the hands of the 
small number of Germany’s Jews (about 214,000) remaining in 
Germany in 1938 could in no way have stopped the totalitarian 
power of the Nazi German state." 

Omer Bartov: “Just imagine the Jews of Germany exercising the 
right to bear arms and fighting the SA, SS and the Wehrmacht. 
The (Russian) Red Army lost 7 million men fighting the 
Wehrmacht, despite its tanks and planes and artillery. The Jews 
with pistols and shotguns would have done better?" And to this I 
would add all the rest of the European countries with standing 
armies crushed by Nazi Germany in a matter of weeks or months 
following their invasion. 

Abraham H. Foxman, Holocaust survivor "The idea that 
supporters of gun control are doing something akin to what 
Hitler’s Germany did to strip citizens of guns in the run-up to the 
Second World War, is historically inaccurate and offensive, 
especially to Holocaust survivors and their families." 

(See: https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2019/apr/08/viral-
image/no-gun-control-regulation-nazi-germany-did-not-hel/ ) 

 
4) Even if the 2nd Amendment means what  gun advocates claim it 
to mean – which it does not -  when a given law is not working, we 
must fix it, not blindly adhere to it until kingdom come.  
 
Judaism survived for so long, in part, because the Torah was a 
living breathing document – reinterpreted when the need arose.  
 
Looking at it through a Jewish lens, the 2nd Amendment should  
be interpreted in a way that protects children’s lives, not in a way 
that preserve murderous toys for adults. 
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In Jewish history, the needs of the community have always been 
a vital factor in interpreting and determining Jewish law. So 
should it be with gun ownership. 
 
5) One of the most famous of biblical verses, which is also 
inscribed in the park adjacent to the United Nations in NY, reads 
as follows:  
 
”They shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and spears 
into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation; neither shall they learn war anymore.” (Isaiah 2:4) 
. 
America, sadly. is moving in the opposite direction of this biblical 
ideal. Gun proliferation continues to explode and today, in the US, 
there are more guns than people, over 400 million at last count. In 
fact, it’s easier to buy an assault rifle than to adopt a puppy (and 
obtain a driver’s license, a passport, a divorce, some cold 
medicines, buy a beer etc. (See: 
https://www.cnn.com/2016/06/16/health/getting-gun-ease-
trnd/index.html) 
 
Isaiah reminds us that the Jewish ideal is not one person one gun  
- it’s the melting down of all weapons of war into instruments of 
peace. 
 
Let me close with a favorite quote of mine from American 
philosopher Ralph Waldo Emerson  
 
“A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds, adored by little 
statesmen and philosophers and divines. With consistency a great 
soul has simply nothing to do. He may as well concern himself with 
his shadow on the wall. Speak what you think now in hard words, and 
to-morrow speak what to-morrow thinks in hard words again, though 
it contradicts everything you said to-day.” 
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In other words, Emerson is asking us to have the courage to think 
anew every day, and have the wisdom and integrity to realize that 
ideas we were so certain about yesterday are no longer so wise 
today, and may be in dire need of revision.  
 
 

Yes liberty is an important value, but so is the right for mothers 
and fathers to have their children return to their loving arms at the 
end of each school day, and so is the right for their children to live 
and breathe and run and play, to graduate from middle and high 
school  high school, to raise families and have a chance to 
naturally and joyously live out the one life that God has blessed 
them with.  
 

Let us hope our brothers and sisters to the south of us have the 
wisdom to finally realize how consistently foolish their adherence 
and devotion to a murderous gun culture is, and instead cherish, 
protect and value the lives of their fellow human beings, and the 
lives of their own children above all else.  
 
Shabbat Shalom. 

 


