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Sun June 9 10:00 am Shavuot Yizkor Service

Tues June 11 7:30 pm Annual General Meeting

Sat June 15 morning 
offsite Bat Mitzvah of Naomi Stekel daughter of Karen & Jared Stekel

Sat June 15 evening 
offsite Bat Mitzvah of Gabriella Shawn daughter of Morris Shawn & Lili Shalev-Shawn

Fri June 21 6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat & Potluck - Please Register at http://bit.ly/PotluckRegister

Sat June 29 10:00 am Bat Mitzvah of Evora Samson granddaughter of Gita and Uri Samson

Schedule of Services and Events

Mazal tov to Susan Liebel 
& Gabor Herczeg who are 
thrilled to announce the 

births of their second and 
third grandchildren,  

Jack Victor and Leora Eve.

5 Glen Park Avenue · Toronto · Ontario · M6B 4J2
B U L L E T I N

All services take place at Leo Baeck Day School, 501 Arlington Avenue unless otherwise noted

http://bit.ly/PotluckRegister


Mazal Tov on Recent Simchas
 ❖   Eva and Gabor Vadasz on the birth of their  
grandson Fox and granddaughter Mila

 ❖ Allan & Beth Eckhaus on Jonah’s Bar Mitzvah

 ❖ Kim and Dan Tanenbaum on Grace’s Bat Mitzvah

 ❖  Elian Terner & Poonam Puri on Amaris’ & Shiloh’s 
B’not Mitzvah

 ❖  Jeffrey Schwartz & Dasi Moscovitch on Caroline’s  
Bat Mitzvah

 ❖  Susan Liebel and Gabor Herczeg on the birth of their 
granddaughter Leora and their grandson Jack

 ❖ David & Beverly Altman on Aaron's Bar Mitzvah

 ❖ Jacque Altman on her Bat Mitzvah

 ❖ Liane & Michael Eliesen on the birth of the grandson twins, Aiden and Ethan

 ❖ Nancy and Kevin Davis  on Eden's Bat Mitzvah

Karen Vadasz & Brandon Luft with their baby Mila along 
with brother Brian Vadasz and Sandra Mapa

Sandra & Ryan Mapa with baby Fox Ki

Robyn Hutman Eliesen & Daniel Eliesen with 
twins Aiden Brody and Ethan Samuel Raffi
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Annual General Meeting (the “AGM”) 
Habonim AGM to be held on Tuesday June 11th at 7:30 pm 

at Leo Baeck Day School, 501 Arlington Avenue
Agenda:

 ❖ Elect the directors of the Congregation
 ❖ Approve the amended and restated by-laws of the Congregation http://bit.ly/habonim-by-laws
 ❖ Appoint the auditors for fiscal 2019
 ❖ Present and approve financial statements for fiscal 2018
 ❖ A year of review from Eli Rubenstein and Joanie Smith
 ❖ An update on the new building from Jordan Slatt

The meeting is open to all members of Congregation Habonim.

ELECTION OF DIRECTORS
The Board currently consists of fourteen directors. For the 2019-20 year, six current directors whose  
terms expire at the 2019 AGM have agreed to stand for election for an additional term. They are:

 ❖ Rick Glatt (Treasurer)
 ❖ Joel Kwinter (Vice-President)
 ❖ Daniel Libman
 ❖ Charissa Levy
 ❖ Cheryl Grammer
 ❖ Alexis Slatt (Secretary)

Three of our current directors will be retiring from the board at the AGM. They are:
 ❖ Stephen Halperin
 ❖ Susan Liebel
 ❖ Melissa Muskat

We wish to thank Stephen, Susan and Melissa for their commitment and dedication to Habonim.
In accordance with the by-laws of the Congregation, the Board may set the number of directors from time 
to time by way of written resolution. The Board has set the number of directors at fifteen. The Board, on the 
recommendation of the Governance Committee, is proposing the following four members to join the Board:

 ❖ Lisa Rogers
 ❖ Jaimie Roebuck
 ❖ Risa Prenick 
 ❖ Gerri Richman
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Habonim Building Update
Recently, I had the privilege of walking through the new synagogue and I was duly impressed. It still looks very 
much like a construction site but you can now feel the flow as well as imagine the interesting design features 
that will be unique to our building. The architecture and design teams have been sensitive to preserving our 
history and our humble beginnings while leading us into the future with clean, understated elegance.

The construction team continues to work tirelessly to achieve our time and budget goals through careful decision 
making and constant vigilance. From a financial standpoint, we have managed to carry the costs to date entirely 
on our pledge collections. Moving forward, we will need to begin to draw from a line of credit. As previously 
mentioned, if you are paying your pledge over 5 years, the synagogue as a whole will benefit from 2019 payments 
being made earlier in the year, in order to minimize interest costs. The finance committee suggests paying 
instalments or remaining balances as early as this month, if possible.

Joanie Smith
President
Congregation Habonim Board of Directors
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Wishing a warm welcome home to the 
2019 Habonimniks who participated  

in the March of the Living
Welcome Home to students: Jonah Fleisher, Marci Graff, Zach Morris,  Ethan Tanenbaum,  

Jacqui Tishler and Devyn Olin. Along with adults: Kenny Albert, Danny Fleisher, Laurel Fleisher,  
Karen Florence, Steven Florence, Eynat Katz, David Steinberg, Isla Steinberg and Leah Weisz

SHAVUOT YIZKOR SERVICE
Sunday June 9 At 10:00 am
Leo Baeck Day School, 501 Arlington Avenue

We will be hearing from several Habonim 
students and adults who joined the 2019 
March of the Living to Poland and Israel
Special dairy kiddush to follow

Habonim Member Eynat Katz with Holocaust 
survivors: Stefania Sitbon (next to Eynat) 

 (Seated) Tova Rogenstein & Esther Fairbloom

Eli Rubenstein with David & Debra Satok  
in front of Kippa Man store in Jerusalem 

(Now we know the secret source of Eli’s magical powers!)
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Habonim Holocaust Project
A reminder to congregants to please submit their family’s Holocaust stories as 
soon as possible and at least prior to June 21, 2019. These will be woven into 
an illuminated artistic tapestry in the new building. 

Please include the following:
Identification - names of those to whom the story relates.
Location - please be as specific as possible
Submission -  should be a maximum length of 250 words
Please Include your name and email address

Submit your stories to susanliebel22@gmail.com

For further details about the project please refer to Eli's email sent to the 
congregation on April 18, 2019 or the summary below.

Habonim is embarking on a design project which will integrate stories of the Holocaust into the new 
building. We wish to gather personal histories from members and invite you to share your family’s Holocaust 
experiences with us. The stories will be woven into an illuminated artistic tapestry of Holocaust stories, which 
layers text with maps and fragmented Stars of David. This initiative speaks to an important part of our 
congregation’s history, Habonim was founded by Holocaust survivors in 1954.

If you need assistance to capture your family’s story in the written format below, please reach out to us, as we 
have a volunteer copywriter to assist.

Please help us capture our history in art and architecture so that our stories will live on for generations.

Notes from the Habonim Office 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Bookings
We are now booking into 2022. Please be sure to contact the 
office to secure your preferred date. Send an email or call 
us: office1@congregationhabonim.org or 416-782-7125.
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PROGRAMMING REVIEW
Alley-Oop To Aliyah

On Friday March 29th Habonim congregants who attended the Kabbalat Shabbat 
pot-luck dinner were treated to a very informative and entertaining book talk by 
David Goldstein, author of Alley-Oop to Aliyah. David is a journalist and sports 
executive based in Toronto, as well as an adjunct professor of sports law at the 
University of Toronto with a passion for Israel and basketball. 

David’s 10 year commitment to researching and telling the incredible true story 
of decades of African American hoopsters travelling to Israel to play professional 
basketball was so inspiring. In that time, many players have fallen in love with the 
country and chosen to return year after year. Some were born Black and Jewish, 
and others converted to Judaism during their time in Israel. Some married Israeli 
women, served in the Israel Defense Forces, raised Israeli children, and stayed in the 
country permanently. Alley-Oop to Aliyah not only deals with basketball and its 
impact on Israel, but it delves into emotion-laden issues of race, religion, identity, and politics, and how players’ 
lives were changed by their experiences in Israel.

As one reviewer from the NBA wrote: The phrase the “global game” is tossed around liberally these days, but 
David Goldstein connects those dots beautifully here. The rich history of African-American ballplayers making 
the trek to the other side of the world to pursue their hoop dreams, only to find out that the passion for the 
game in Israel is as strong as it is anywhere, was truly enlightening. If you didn’t already know that the ties that 
bind all of us hoops heads knows no boundaries, you will after reading this book.

As the Raptors continue their quest for the NBA championship,  you can be very sure that much of Israel  
is with Toronto cheering them on.

HABONIM FILM NIGHT

On Sunday March 31, a group of 40 Habonim members attended the sold out 
screening of “A Taste of Jewish Montreal” at HotDocs cinema, the first feature film 
by the creators of the wildly popular web series “YidLife Crisis”. 

The film follows the hilarious comedic duo of Jamie Elman and Eli Batalion across 
Montreal as they explore the roots of the city’s vibrant Jewish community through 
the classic eateries that tell its story.  They trace the diversity of food traditions, share 
meals with special guests, and remind us that Montreal's rich past is still abundant. 
The film was paired with deli food prepared by local legend, Chef Anthony Rose,  
and followed by a Q&A with the YidLife crisis comedians themselves.  
It was a very entertaining evening for all who attended, more film nights are in  
the works for the fall.

7

 Vol. 66 | No. 2 | June 2019 (5779)

Congregation Habonim of Toronto

BULLETIN



Registration for 2019/2020 Open!!
Registration for the 2019/2020 academic year is now open for the Jewish Heritage School at Congregation 
Habonim.  We are accepting applications for Senior Kindergarten through Grade 6.  To register, please use this 
link: https://www.congregationhabonim.org/form/school-registration-2019/2020.html

School fees are $950 for non-members and $850 for members.  A non-refundable $200 deposit is required upon 
registration.  Should you have any questions about the school, please contact habonimschool@gmail.com.

Need High School Volunteer Hours?
The Jewish Heritage School at Congregation Habonim is looking for friendly and responsible students starting 
September 2019.  Duties would include assisting teachers in the classrooms, helping with set-up and clean-up 
for activities, preparing the recess snack, etc.  Knowledge of Hebrew is not essential, but welcomed and could 
lead to working with smaller groups of students on Hebrew Language learning.  Hours would be from 9:00 AM 
to Noon/12:30 on Sunday mornings.  If interested, please contact habonimschool@gmail.com.

SCHOOL UPDATE
If someone tells you that Judaism is X or Y, you should never 
believe them.  Judaism is such a complex civilization: it is 
made up of religion and culture, language and land, and a 
particular kind of peoplehood.  In every context different 
aspects of Judaism have been lived out in countless different 
ways.  Judaism is not only complex, but also filled with 
contradictory opinions, so that any single view will - by 
definition - fail to offer a full sense of all the possibilities.  
(This, I admit, is what I most love about being Jewish!)

— Rabbi Rachel Sabath Beit-Halachmi, Ph.D
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Yahrzeits 
To receivea Yahrzeit your reminder please ensure your information is correct on your  
Habonim account. If you would like any assistance please contact Robin in the office  

at 416-782-7125 or office1@congregationhabonim.org
Honour the memory of your loved one with memorial plaque or a leaf on our Eitz Chaim Tree

Oval Shaped leaf  4”x 2 ½“   $180 donation
Please contact the office for more information.

President
Joanie Smith, 416-833-1232

Email: smith1958@icloud.com
Habonim Office 

Robin Zionce-Garber, General Manager 
office: 416-782-7125 

Email: office1@congregationhabonim.org
Religious Leader

Eli Rubenstein, 416-398-2615
Email: elir@bell.net

Cantors
Cantor: Aviva Rajsky  

Contact: avivar@rogers.com
Associate Cantor: Kim Doron

Contact: kimdoron@rogers.com
Volunteer Director of School Operations

Cathy Rechtshaffen 
Contact: habonimschool@gmail.com

Information and contributions to THE BULLETIN.
Contact: Lauren Black, laurenbblack@gmail.com

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
www.jewishheritageschool.org

To SEND TRIBUTE & CONDOLENCE CARDS  
and to MAKE A DONATION:

Contact the Habonim Office as set out below.
Are you MOVING, CHANGING your ADDRESS,  

PHONE NUMBER OR EMAIL? 
Call the Habonim office: 

Tel: 416-782-7125 or  
Email: office1@congregationhabonim.org

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
www.congregationhabonim.org

Neil Finkelstein
Gerda Gottlieb

Georgina Fleischer
Rabbi Chezi Zionce

Barrie Rose
J. Michael Sigel
Joseph Yunger

Sylvia Goldstein

Ella Wolfish
Lodja Edelstein

Jack Kuretzky
John Freeman

Frances Sussman
Toby Kadish
Rae Zucker

David Smith

Lillian Gossin
Gary Lengyel

Stanley Mostyn
Mildred Leiter

Shelley Nimchonok
Peggy (Piroska) Pachner

Albert Kruger
Kitty Schafer

Dorthy Dash
Jacob Schwartz

Irving Borchiver
Dr. Ruth Pike

William Israel Marcovitch
Sara Gorman

Evelyn Lax

In Memoriam:
Mourning those who passed away in the last year: 

May the families be comforted among the mourners of Zion Jerusalem.
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