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Some Good News in
the News

Over the course of my adult life, I have consistently
started my day by reading the newspaper. I have
recently come to the realization that this is a
depressing way to start the day. Along with the most
recent and frightening Corona virus statistics, there
are stories of people who bought up precious supplies
of hand sanitizers, disinfectant wipes and other
essential items for virus fighting and are selling them
at unethically high prices. There seem to be daily
stories about attacks with anti-semetic motivations
around the country. As the tax filing deadline
approaches, there are too many stories of scams
ripping off honest tax paying Americans. With all this
bad behavior making the news, I am reluctant to open
the newspaper.
However, I would like to share with you a few news
stories, which remind us of the best of human nature,
and will help us to appreciate some of the events which
shaped the Passover story.
The first story took place at a subway station in
New York City. A young man named Cameron was
standing on the platform, waiting for a train, when he
had a seizure and fell off the platform and onto the
tracks. A man named Wesley, who was there with his
two children, saw Cameron fall onto the
tracks. Wesley gave his children to a
woman who was standing nearby, and
then he jumped down onto the tracks.
He could hear the subway train
approaching, and so he threw himself
down over the body of Cameron, in
order to shield him. Five railway cars
past just inches over Wesley’s body,
close enough to leave grease on
his cap.
Wesley saw a man in trouble and he
risked his life to save another.
Whenever we become disheartened
and depressed by the bad news we hear
every day, let us remember Wesley and
what he did. His act of humanity can
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remind us of the goodness and decency we are capable
of showing.
The second story involved two men negotiating a deal
over a car. While engaging with each other, they looked
up and saw a child dangling from a fire escape four
stories above the sidewalk.
The two men, whose names are Julio and Pedro,
raced across the street and positioned themselves
underneath the fire escape. And, just as they got into
position, the little boy fell. The boy bounced off the
chest of one man and into the arms of the other. Pedro,
who has a 10-year-old child of his own, said:” I’m no
hero. I just did what any other parents would have
done. When you’re a parent, you would do this
whether it is your own child or not.”
Evidently, good things do happen in our world, as well
as the bad.
I share these stories with you because there are two
similar stories surrounding the history around Passover.
We know Egypt was an evil place for our ancestors.
The Egyptian Pharaoh had called for the murder of the
first- born male Israelite. No one stood up to protest
this decree. And we read that there was one Israelite
woman named Yocheved, who gave birth to a child,
who kept that child hidden for as long as she could.
And then, when she could hide the child no longer,
she put the child in a basket, and sent it down the
Nile River.
And what happens? The daughter of the
Pharaoh, finds the baby in the basket.
And rescues it! She must have known
that it was an Israelite child. She
must have known that her father
had ordered all such children be
killed. And yet, the daughter of
Pharaoh saves the life of the
child. What made her go against
her father’s orders? What gave
her the courage to defy her father
and save the child?
And the only answer to that
question that I can think of is: some
people are capable of doing the right
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thing, regardless of the danger to themselves. Just like Wesley on the New
York subway stop, she saw someone in trouble and instinctively, without
hesitation, helped another human being.
Then there is a second event of the Passover story that is equally
incredible. The Prince of Egypt, a man who lives in the palace, a man who
has been raised in luxury, goes out and sees an Egyptian taskmaster beating
a Hebrew slave. Without thinking, without weighing the consequences, this
Prince of Egypt, whose name was Moses, comes to the rescue of the slave.
What made him do it? Didn’t he realize that he was risking his whole future;
that he was risking his life as a prince of Egypt, for the sake of the slave, who
he had never met before, and whose name he didn’t even know? Why did
he do it?
The only answer I can think of is that, like Wesley on the train tracks, and
Julio and Pedro who saved the little boy, and like the daughter of Pharaoh,
Moses acted instinctively. He saw evil and responded. He saw an innocent
man in danger and came to the rescue. He just did what was right.
Much of the newspaper every day is full of disturbing news. The news
makes us feel cynical about the nature of human beings. But every so often,
there are stories that make us feel better about the human race. That make
us feel that we are capable of instinctively determining to do good.
Let us treasure these stories because, like the story of the daughter of
Pharaoh who defied her father’s wicked order, and like the story of Moses,
who came to the rescue of an innocent slave, these stories give us hope and
faith in the decency and the sanity of humanity. We should remember these
stories, and treasure these stories for they can serve as sources of personal
inspiration for compassion and nobility.
So may it be.

HAPPY PASSOVER,
Rabbi Cove and Staci

Beiteinu Streaming
Shabbat Services
Fridays @ 7:30pm
Live on Facebook
In order to do our part in trying to
contain the corona virus, Beiteinu will
be streaming Shabbat Services
Fridays at 7:30 pm. Join us here in the
safety and comfort of your own home.

Member Spotlight
All of Us
By Monique Brand
We are all in the spotlight now, the human race...
Jews, Muslims, Christians, neighbors, family and
strangers. Our kindness, our anger, our fear... our
leadership, are all in focus at this moment, and for
months to come.
Slowing down, distorting and disrupting our
everyday routines, and forcing us in new and
uncertain directions. Some of us will benefit, with
healing, rejuvenation, and creativity. Some of us
will spiral downward.
Each day we find ourselves paying attention to
the chatter of technology, sifting through the weeds
of misinformation, to find dark puddles of doom,
and the bright budding growth of good news. It is
a surreal time. Some of us holding onto normalcy and
functioning day-to-day in confined spaces. Others,
armoring up to face the battle of the invisible
microorganism that is circling the globe.
When we try to grasp this unbounded disease,
it can make us confused, bewildered and often
depressed. How could something that is invisible
to the naked eye bring all of us to a stand still?
This is where we all can find our faith. For we have
to let go of our physical and mental control and let
God guide us. This may seem hard to embrace.
A few months ago, most of us were churning away
at our daily lives, socializing, planning, monetizing,
practicing and repeating. We took a lot for granted.

Now for many
of us it is
a time of
reflection,
and a time to
focus on moving
forward each day in
our "new normal".
While we take our precautions in this fragile time, we
must think of those of us who don't get the luxury of
holing up in their homes to shield themselves from
the corona-virus.
We should give thanks to the people who are taking
the risks to make sure we get to the other side of
this illness, from our grocery store workers, to the
persons who are delivering all of our necessities,
especially to the ones in need.
We must be especially thankful to our healthcare
workers who are not only suffering the anxiety of
caring for sick patients — while facing a dire lack
of personal protective equipment and rapidly
changing hospital protocols — but also forgoing
the calming companionship of their partners
and children.
Let's realize that in the spirit of this time in history,
we have strength, hope and resilience.
We have each other.

Beiteinu Sending Prayers of Health and Safety

Let My People Go... Online!

VIRTUAL PASSOVER SEDER
Thursday, April 9, 2020 • 15 Nisan 5780
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Do you have a seat at a Seder Table this year? Although we can't
celebrate Passover at the same physical table, we can still come
together (online) for a meaningful holiday experience.
Rabbi Cove and the Beiteinu Family, invite you to Join us for an upbeat,
joyful, and inspirational Seder. You provide your meal and we will
provide the a meaningful Seder
Passover 2020 will indeed be a different kind of night. Your participation will help make the difference.
Please register on our website and we will send you a participation code on April 7th. We will provide
you a link to an online haggadah as well.
This year on Zoom, next year in Jerusalem.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

This is free but you will need to register to get link. Please place email in the notes section

FACTS
Passover (peach in Hebrew) is the oldest
continuously celebrated Jewish festival
The rabbis developed the ritual of the seder based
on passages from the Torah. The Torah is made
up of five books of the Hebrew Bible — Genesis,
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.
For Jews, the Torah is the most holy of all
Biblical writings
The Hebrew word seder means order. The seder
is traditional celebrated in the home, although
community seders are also popular.
The Haggadah is a book that contains the entire
service used for the Passover seder. The central
message for Jews in the Haggadah is that God
rescued the Israelites from slavery in Egypt.
In the Haggadah the name of Moses is mentioned
only once, in order to prevent Moses from
becoming idolized.

The Hebrew word for Egypt is “mitz-rah-yim.”
When Jews talk a bot being “enslaved in
mitzrahyim” they mean not only in Egypt but
also in all the times and places where Jews
were not free to practice their religion.
Three pieces of matzah are placed in the middle
of the table. They represent the three classes of
Jewish people in ancient times: the Kohens —
the priestly class responsible for the
administration of the Temple sacrifices, the
Levites — the priestly class responsible for the
actual performance of the Temple sacrifices, and
the Isralites —
 all other Jews
The Afikomen is the last piece of food eaten at the
seder. The word afikomen is the Hebrew form of
the Greek word epikomion, which means dessert.
It is a tradition to hide the afikomen, and fro the
children to find and “negotiate” for it's return.
The seder cannot be concluded until the
afikomen is redeemed.

Questions During the Seder Meal
1. What are the positive messages that we
can learn from the Passover story?
2. In what ways are some people still slaves
or nearly slaves? Give as many examples
as you can come up with.
3. If you lived in a place and had every
advantage and then found out that you
were related to the slaves in your land —
what do you think you would go through?

4. Some people like change and some people
don't. Do you like change? If you were told
that Moses was coming to lead you away from
slavery but also away from everything you
had ever know — how would you feel?
5. What do you imagine daily life was like for
kids who were in the desert with Moses
after they left Egypt? Describe a day, then
decide whether that is better than slavery.

After the meal, search for the afikomen: Use compass on your
smartphone to identify the coordinates of the afikomen. Then
give the coordinates to the children and have them use their smartphone compass to geocahce through the house to find it.

Haroset from Morocco
Dates and walnuts create a delicious Passover paste.
Dates, walnuts and cloves give this charoset
its deep color and thick consistency. We
love the delicious tangy flavor and smooth
texture. It is so rich with the flavor of
the dates and cloves. This may be our
favorite charoset. Make extra for
wonderful leftover after the Seder!
History:
Moroccan Jews are the descendants of
an ancient Jewish community. Jews in
Morocco date back from well before the
Diaspora and the Spanish Inquisition. Just
before the founding of Israel in 1948, there
were about 250,000 to 350,000 Jews in
Morocco, then the largest Jewish community in the
Muslim world. Fewer than 2,500 Jews remain today.
Makes approximately 3 cups
INGREDIENTS

INSTRUCTIONS

1 lb dates, pitted and chopped (about 3 cups)

½ tsp ground cloves

Put the dates in a pan with the wine,
cinnamon, and cloves and simmer, stirring
occasionally, until you have a soft paste
(about 5 minutes). Pulse in a food processor
if you want a smoother texture.

1 cup walnuts, coarsely chopped

Let it cool and stir in the walnuts.

1½ cups sweet red Kosher wine, such as Manischewitz
1 tsp ground cinnamon

NOTES
Variation: A Libyan version is flavored with ground ginger, nutmeg, and cloves: ¼ tsp of each.

Explore our other international charoset recipes here!

Beiteinu and Rabbi Howard Cove, invite you to join us in welcoming
in the New Year and the High Holidays. We strive to offer options that
are best for each individual and your needs.
(Family includes dependent children)

FULL MEMBERSHIP
Individual: $396
Family: $817

Over 35 years of Age Full membership allows you to share in
all the high holiday festivities as well as joining us for Shabbat
service, minyan, and all other activities and events.

FULL MEMBERSHIP
Individual under 35: $279
Family under 35: $583

Over 35 years of Age Full membership allows you to share in
all the high holiday festivities as well as joining us for Shabbat
service, minyan, and all other activities and events.

HIGH HOLIDAYS
$250/ per person
Children 18 and under $25

High Holidays Only Unable to commit to membership at this time
but still want to come for the high holidays.......no problem. Enjoy
all High Holiday events including New Year’s Under The Stars,
Rosh Hashanah, Kol Nidre, Yom Kippur Day and Yizkor Service.

MINYAN
SHABBAT
4 Services $72/pp
All Services $218/pp

Want to be a part of the Beiteinu family but unable to make
it to the holidays. Great, join us on Thursday Morning minyan,
Shabbat services and other special events throughout the year.

EREV ROSH
HASANAH
$36

New Year's Under the Stars Enjoy a concert, courtesy of Adam
Weitz and A-Sharp productions. Dance, eat a catered dinner and
take part in a service culminating in the blowing of the Shofar at
sundown, under the stars.

Tickets may be purchased online at: beiteinu.org
Or by check mailed to: Beiteinu, P.O. Box 231, Haverford, PA 19004
Name:
Address:
City:						State:					Zip:
Phone:					Email:
I have enclosed my payment in the amount of $				

Added Donation: $

I would like to sponsor someone else for membership/high holidays. I've enclosed $
• I specify the following person:
• Synagogue's choice:

Emmy Award Winning production
Livestreaming • Webinars • Virtual Conferences

onemostudio.com
creative photography

www.nscigroup.com

mobrand@onemostudio.com

215.450.5250

Remember special
occasions by sending the
best: Famous 4th Street
Cookies.

famouscookies.com

Our store is still OPEN. Our staff has all available sanitizing
supplies needed and continues to be diligent in ensuring
customer safety. As we continue to serve our community
with a pick me up, I want to thank our customers who are
helping to support our employees by continuing to patronize
Rita's (Newtown PA)

VIRTUAL Minyanim Every
Thursday 7:30am
Join us online where we start the
day with prayer, thought-provoking
conversations, and reflection.

VIRTUAL Torah Study
(monthly)
Please call Rabbi Cove at 484-432-0931
or email him at rabbi@beiteinu.org if you
would like to join us.

Support Beieteinu Charitable
Foundation by shopping
at AmazonSmile
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to Beiteinu Charitable
Foundation whenever you shop on AmazonSmile.
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.
Same products, same prices, same service.
It’s so easy!

smile.amazon.com

Beiteinu would
like to thank our
local business
partners.
Want to have your
business be seen by the
ever expanding
membership of Beiteinu?
Contact us for
advertising information.
rabbi@beiteinu.org

